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Wind Turbines or Elephants?








	Those who are familiar with the history of the Eastern Cape in South Africa will know that the Sundays River Valley area has seen its fair share of skirmishes; and 			at present a new skirmish looms, and that is between two highly unlikely protagonists.








	On the one hand we have the elephants, resident in the aptly named Addo Elephant Park in the lower reaches of the Sundays River Valley for hundreds of years and 		is one of the jewels of the Addo Elephant Park [“AE National Park”]of the South African National Parks that attracts thousands of tourists each year, and is 				undoubtedly a conservation success story.  About 100 years ago only a handful of elephants survived a ruthless extermination program waged on them by the 			farmers in the nascent citrus industry that was being established in the Sundays River Valley stretching from Kirkwood to Colchester along the coast. Fortunately the 		farmers had a change of heart and a concerted effort was instead made to develop a viable sanctuary for the erstwhile elephants and other wildlife withiin the 			greater Addo area. Today over 600 elephants live within the 1600 square kilometre area that is the AE National Park,  home to thousands of other animals.








	On the other hand, we have the other protagonists -  a business syndicate who wishes to develop a “turbine-farm” on land/farms that are within striking distance of 		the border of the AE National Park. Fairly convincing arguments as to why wind-farms are a necessity as a source of power generation that would replace the much 		maligned fossil fuel alternatives who bear significant blame for climate change, were put forth.  And the Eastern Cape region particularly Port ELizabeth is also well-		known to have ‘favourable” wind conditions to support the establishment of the wind-farms – having being named once “the Windy City”!.








	The infrasonic communication system of the elephants, it is said will be interfered with by the wave patterns created by the movement of the wind-turbines through 		the air.  








	The Minister of Environment has recently rejected attempts by activists acting on behalf of the elephants and given approval for the establishment of the wind-			farm. This latest development literally puts the ball into the court of the activists – they will have to approach the High Court for an interdict to prevent the wind-			farm project from proceeding either on an interim or permanent basis.
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