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Graeme and his wife Vel believe it is necessary for believers to know what Jesus meant when at around AD 31 He instructed his Disciples on the duty of avoiding self-righteousness as it led to despising others, an untenable situation before Almighty God - read at Luke 18:9-14. Prideful prayers and boasting of one’s own virtues in the Temple1 while holding others in disdain and abstaining from them in the street was perceived by the Lord as going well beyond the obligations of religious law. The parable was thus - two men went to the Temple to pray, one a proud, self-righteous Pharisee and the other a corrupt tax collector2.  The proud Pharisee prayed “Thank God I am not a sinner like everyone else and the tax collector…I never cheat, I don’t commit adultery, I go without food twice a week and I give God a tenth of everything I own” where the exploitive abusive tax collector stood at a distance and appealed as a sinner, to God for mercy and forgiveness. The Lord Jesus, as He distinguished between the content of the two prayers concluded it was the tax collector who would return home a relieved and forgiven man in the sight of God.  A principle well established in Scripture was that in God’s Kingdom those who were contrite and brokenhearted in manner when they approached Him to pray, the Lord listened to, revealed His truths to, was sensitive and merciful and Scripture assured readers that He would honour them in His season. The proud would be brought low and the clue was that the Pharisee went to the Temple not to sincerely pray to God but to smugly announce to all within earshot how self-righteous he was. Our Lord’s condemnation pertained to legal religious ethical terms, specifically where the Pharisees stood ethically higher than most of their contemporaries and He observed that since they “embraced the character of God more than others”, they were obliged to thus convey Almighty God’s full character which included humility, but instead the Lord saw self-works and pride standing in the holy place notwithstanding the Pharisee had addressed God at no point in his prayer.  ANY PERSON who wishes to turn from a God-less life of no prayer, must willingly accept Jesus Christ as Saviour of your heart and you will have access to Almighty God in Grace.   





Footnotes


1	Historically, 500 years had lapsed since construction of the new Temple at around 536 B.C. under Ezra’s humble profficiency. Since the return of the Children of Israel, a new age for authentic 	religion had been inaugurated that addressed, Sabbath worship, tithing towards the maintenance of the Temple; an office created for a group called the Sadducees who enacted technical 	procedural elements of Temple worship, working in conjunction with the High Priest; a sect called the Pharisees, particularly astute who were assigned the role of rigorous mastery of the text 	and teaching of the law in minute detail, irrespective of the consequences – and they were rich enough to bear them. Of worth mentioning too, in context of that period, was the unexpected tactics 	of the blessed ḥasȋḏȋm in that period who were “speedily instrumental” in securing complete recession of the ban on Jewish religious practice towards ‘elōhê Yiśrāēl, that had been instigated by 	Israel’s oppressors. As Jesus stood at the Temple, Scripture noted the Lord’s awareness of the change in manner of the Pharisees. It is interesting that Solomon too mitigated against the matter 	of pride when he communicated the thought - the more knowledge the more wrong one perceived the more one stood afar off. Knowledge was merely a tool designed to live a better life, not the 	means by which one stood in prestige and judgment against others. In Proverbs, Solomon wrote God “detests pride and arrogance” and stated that pride breeds quarrels and God would pay back 	the proud in full measure.  Solomon also made the statement that man’s very breath came from Almighty God – stripped of God’s breath and there was no man - therefore it was better to 	acknowledge the Lord God Who lives forever by putting Him first, even when one employed one’s mind to grand public works, music, the arts and complex matters of buildings of largesse. Paul 	the Apostle considered pride as insolence emanating from a depraved pagan society and included it on a comprehensive list of arrogant, defiling vices. James and Peter both 	considered it most appropriate for the early Church to understand that God Himself engaged in active contest against pride and ostentation. The opposite of pride would thus be the element of 	willingness and meekness not only in approaching a Most Holy God humbly and in the correct manner, but also exhibiting patience that would need to be shown in waiting for Lord God’s “green 	light” for a go-or-no-go concerning relevant matters brought before Him in prayer. Christ afforded humility a wonderful adjective, it was a “supreme excellence”, see [Ezra1-4; Ps 31:23; 101:5; 	Prov 8:13; 13:10; 16:5; 31:23 Ecc 2:4-6; 12:1-11; Mtt 11:29; Ro 1:30; Js 4:6,16; 1 Pe 5:5].


2	In Israel’s infancy, the only tax collection effected was the requirement to maintain the Temple. A tax collector at around 212 B.C. in Rome undertook all state contracts of various kinds and at  	around AD 31 it was legislated collectors collect tithes and various indirect taxes, however at times they abused and extorted others, using contractors who were foreign to the Provinces. The 	people turned to native collectors in order to avoid being deceived. Tax collectors were an exceptionally spurned class due to their extortive practices and causa causans to the collectors’ work of 	necessity was their work with Gentiles, hence the taunting Scriptural epithet “Jesus, was a friend of tax collectors and sinners”, one of whom was Matthew a disciple of Jesus whom Jesus healed 	see  [Mtt 9:10f; 11:19]. 





At the Cross (Love ran Red)  -  Chris Tomlin from the album Love Ran Red, Warner-Chapel Label Group © 2014











“He took up our infirmities, He carried our sorrows, He was pierced for our transgressions, He was crushed for our iniquities, 


the punishment that gave us peace was laid on Him and by His wounds we are healed”


Isaiah 53:1-12
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Graeme and his wife Vel read from the Scriptures, focusing upon the Parables of the Lord God Almighty. Generally, parables1 served to lead God’s people into His wisdom, ethics morals and eternal values as in “coming alongside” the hearer by relating to familiar and unfamiliar circumstances of everyday occurrences, customs, people’s motives, their relationship with God and others. Hearers were drawn to Jesus Who used various means to reach unloving, unforgiving and unmerciful hearts such as through - a question that goaded the conscience; a truthful talk; a concluding statement or a pointed criticism e.g. an Old Testament parable as told by Jotham, sent by Yahweh, envisaged a core message to that a self-nominated king was bound by no limits and would bring burdensome levies upon the Children of Israel, whereas a king anointed by the Most High God would ensure security for Israel2 plus assurances of productivity, well-being and prosperity, from the Father of Lights. In the New Testament, Jesus Christ, sent by Almighty God, was the actual living embodiment in nature, form and shape of God’s rational wisdom, Grace and righteousness. He was ‘sent’ to save mankind from the evil works of darkness and further He demonstrated how to walk in God’s wisdom and love - admittedly for humans a seemingly insurmountable task, given that the world3 was in antithesis to Kingdom objectives, described by Jesus in another parable as difficult and beset with distortions4. Christ, born into King David’s ancestral line, of Jacob’s ancestral line, was a real Jew and was purposed  as a coherent structure for the treatment of sin so that sin might be swept away and Grace made available to all peoples. Taking this corollary into account, the very objective of Abba Father was the working of His Creative power within hearts, recreating people who loved Him into righteous living stones that comprised His Temple5, which meant the believer’s role was not diminished but transformed by the wisdom, power and knowledge of God’s Spirit into a foundational role. God’s House was a holy Household6 since He was God and the Possessor of all the souls of saved men and women. ANY PERSON who earnestly seeks Christ’s wisdom and His Word in their life may ask Him to take you from darkness into His marvellous Light.   





Footnotes		





1	Asaph, a lead singer of worship with roots from the tribe of Levi, associated directly with the priesthood. The sphere of worship Asaph was acquainted with had merit in matters surrounding the 	glory of the Ark of the Covenant, a topic and event of great significance where Yahweh displayed His awesome heavenly glory and knowledge in full sight of everyone. Asaph, moved in worship 	guided by Yahweh’s Spirit where he meticulously inscribed the word ‘parables’ in a Psalm that related to the pre-ordained One sent by nēṣaḥ Yiśr’āēl  [the God of Israel in glory]. This confirmed 	our Lord Jesus’ position as Son of God and Prophet where Scripture pointed to many more predictions that related to His birth, His work, His anointing, His Messianic deliverance in freeing 	people from evil, His Sacrifice, His resurrection etc, that set Him apart in His Calling as the Son of Man from every other worldly or created thing in this age and in the age to come. Jesus Himself 	found comforting solace in the written Psalms and was greatly influenced in His thinking since He regularly cited from the chapters throughout His life on earth, using the Words even in spiritual 	warfare, see [Ps 22:16; 78:2; Eph 1:4-23].


2	See please, [Judges 9:7]  


3	It is very certain that Christ’s disciples were not to retreat from this world, as it was into this world, all the world, He sent them to be its Light and the field in which the Church worked as a witness 	of Jesus. The World is still God’s world and one day creation will be freed from the bondage to decay and obtain the glorious liberty of God’s Children, see [Mtt 5:14; Mtt 13:38; Mk 16:15; Ro 	8:21].  


4	Through one man’s transgression, the world God made to reflect His glory and Source of all true life, set itself over God and followed its own wisdom living by the light of its own reason. 	The two dominant characteristics that prevailed were pride and covetousness. Pride, born from man’s failure to accept his creaturely estate and dependance upon the Creator led man to act 	as though he was the lord and giver of life. Man chose to work with conclusions based upon man’s theories, the correlation of a mass of data which was extrapolated into a hypothesis devoid of 	God’s wisdom and truth. The nature of covetousness found effect in man’s search for a common denominator by which to program a society with a “hero” to worship in place of Almighty God. 	Incitements prodded man’s desire to possess all that was attractive to his senses including intellectualism where access to revered knowledge was further programmed into aphorisms that 	pervaded in legalism, ascetism and ritualism. Pleasures, occupations and honest work with the hands was not wrong per se, it was the all-absorbing total reliance paid to man’s extrapolations 	 	and high-handed treatment of those who did not have or who were under misfortune, that disordered and distorted the world, see [Mtt 13:7-8; Jn 1:10; Ro 1:18-32; 5:18; 1 Cor 1:21; 1 Jn 5:19].   


5	Significant then, was Christ’s stern reaction in turning over the tables of weights, shekels, darics, siglos, leptons, tetradrachmon and denarius aureus He discovered in the Temple. Father God 	envisaged that righteousness would be found when the unsaved sought Him, asked of His help, knocked at His door for Salvation and as Christ preached, “ask and it shall be given you, seek and 	you will find, knock and Salvation’s door will be opened to you, see [Mtt 21:12].   


6	The meaning for the word ‘household’ in the Old Testament had reference to buildings and their occupants surrounding the main house not precluding the main house. Buildings, dwellings big or 	small and even a tent were part of the household. All occupants were categorised as the household’s family. Houses were also categorised by quality of character e.g. Father’s House, a house of 	peace, a house of forgiveness; a house of the Lord’s Supper, a house of mercy, a house of faith, a house of prayer, a house of worshippers, a house of generosity; a house of business; and finally 	a house of malice. 


   	 			


All Glory  -  Matt Redman from the album Glory Song, Sixstepsrecords, Capitol Label Group © 2017
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Graeme and his wife Vel submit a diagrammatic configuration of reflections for 2019 in systematic weekly readings throughout Scripture with pages and citations.
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Graeme and his wife Vel expound briefly on Almighty God’s astonishing blessings to Mary, the mother of Jesus, where we read from [Luke 1:26-38; 2:1-6; 2:21-39]. Motherhood was a privilege for the young, under middle-class moralistic girl named Mary and yet the pains and pleasures of her motherhood have been understood deeply by women everywhere, down through the ages. The virgin birth was recorded by Luke, a physician who understood the facts of birth and how babies were made and it is interesting that the hour Christ was born, Mary, the mid-wife1 and potentially three minutes later Joseph, were the only three humans present. Luke was a painstaking researcher who carefully based his Gospel on eyewitness accounts and the fact that he had actually spoken1 to Mary regarding her factual account rendered the event most worthy of praising the Most High God, Creator, who in His power created a child in a virgin’s womb. God’s blessing upon Mary brought her no instant fame, success or favour, she courted disaster in her truthful stance regarding the Holy Spirit, her peers ridiculed her, her fiancé came close to deserting her with potential further social embarrassment and yet through the Son of God, born without the sin that entered the world, came the world’s only hope. Mary was confident and her honourable response “I am willing” to God when He asked Her to serve Him meant that Mary did not wait to see the “bottom-line” before she exercised faith, she glorified God in song for what He was going to do and declared Him a champion of the poor, the oppressed and the despised. Mary has been praised by countless generations as “blessed by God among women” and her own cousin Elizabeth’s2 response at seeing her “[y]our child is destined for God’s highest praise” and “[w]hat an honour that the Mother of my Lord should visit me” highlighted her humble use of her gifts for God’s glory. Mary understood that God had kept His promise to Abraham to be merciful to His people forever and the birth of the Child of God fulfilled His promise [Ge 22:16-18; Isa 49:6]. She was aware of Christ’s mission before His birth since in her regular worship at the Temple she had been taught about God’s promise and at meeting Simeon and Anna3  at the Temple, Simeon had prophesied she would traverse sorrows however Mary waited patiently for God to finish working out His plan which, through the effluxion of time evolved from the humble birth of Christ into extraordinary events where ordinary everyday people spoke out for God and proclaimed His truth. Mary adhered to the circumcision of her son, His dedication procedures and her later purification ritual for her own physique which again proved that the Lord came to fulfill and not live above God’s Law. The reality that God’s message was different from the world was proved by the fact that Mary gave birth in a stable where her submission was not only instrumental to the Children of Israel but to the wider world receiving Salvation, as doctor Luke, a Greek, pointed out. ANY PERSON who wishes to come close to the wonderful, gentle and loving Everlasting Father, must pray and believe in the Saviour He sent, Jesus the Lord’s Salvation.  


 


Footnotes





1	If regard is had for the sacrificial offering Joseph and Mary proffered to the Lord God after purification; two pigeons were acceptable in the place of the costly lamb which meant the couple were 	under-middle class, therefore it is tacitly inferred a mid-wife assisted the young girl. The function of mid-wife was mentioned as far back as pre-Moses when God blessed the God-fearing mid-	wives who stood up to the truth and further when Rachel was assisted by the mid-wife with the cord-cutting, washing and wrapping the little one, see  [Ge 35:17; Lev 12:8]. 


2	Luke’s bulky bundle of valid eyewitness accounts that he had sorted into facts and inscribed in his Gospel - is that which we learn from today.   


3	Elizabeth was herself experiencing the difficulties of a first pregnancy in old age due to the extraordinary gift God had given to her and Zacharias, which is noteworthy since her general account of 	pregnancy and after procedural matters would have consoled Mary a little about what could be expected as a mother, see [Luke 1:56].	


4	Simeon was a righteous and devout man and Anna a prophetess, regular and devoted worshippers at the Temple who together looked for the “consolation of Israel”. They were part of the 	humbled remnant who had received a direct revelation from God that Simeon would see the Messiah before Simeon passed. When the presentation of Jesus was about to take place the Spirit of 	God guided Simeon to come into the Temple and his hymn of praise - Nunc Dimittis – portrayed Israel as vindicated by the Messiah. As Simeon and Anna bore witness to Jesus they prophesied 	Jesus was God’s gift; He was the Messiah and He would be the Light of the world. Luke in addition faithfully recorded the first note of sorrow in that there would be no neutral ground with Jesus 	the Stone, since everyone who knew of Him would have only one of two reactions - either joyfully accept Him and rise; or totally reject Him and fall. This was God’s purpose.


	 


The First Noël  -  Matthew West, Integrity Music © 1998 


Ave Maria  -  Celine Dion from “These are Special Times”, Sony © 1998 [Beautiful!]








Pistis  -  Assurance to all mankind from Jesus Christ.






























































































































































Company Law Today





Company Law


expertise for today








Company Law Today is owned by Camel Rock Trading 16 CC the members of which are Graeme Fraser and Vel Fraser





Graeme and his wife Vel celebrate the historical facts regarding the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ, reading from Isa 7:14; 9:2-6; Micah 5:8; Matthew 1:18-25; Luke 1:26-38 respectively. 


It had been more than 600 years since the prophets foretold the Messiah’s deliverance and down through many generations, wonderful, faithful men and women of God survived - not only the dreadful judgment of God upon Israel, in addition their nerves were on edge from the uprisings, sieges, revolts, pagan flouting of Temple rules, depositions and banishments of foreign enemies and Herod the present ruler in Judea. Their expectations were pursuant to fulfillment of God’s kingdom promises and His deliverance from distress and they fellowshipped in a nucleus at the Temple, under God’s providential care [Isa 41:17-20], namely - Elizabeth, the shepherds, Anna1, the high Priest Zechariah, John’s mother Mary, his family, Lazarus, Mary and Martha’s parents and others who praised the Lord God of Israel, in hope of His Covenant with Abraham that the Messiah’s Light would bring Salvation to the ends of the earth2.  Of course the “family” is much larger now. Luke’s Gospel described that around a shaky group of shepherds, the night-sky had suddenly shone with burnished white as an angel of the Lord God proclaimed marvellous wonderful news of a Saviour born and the “sign” was that He would be wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in a manger. Thereafter, hosts of armies of angels of the Most High sang with voices that pealed forth His glory, love, peace and joy3. The astonished shepherds took it all in and then excitedly ran to Bethlehem Ephrathah, 8 kilometers S of Jerusalem to where the divinely appointed sinless and impeccable King of glory lay sleeping. The name ‘Jesus’ or “Iouesus”4 had very interesting meanings. Wise men from a far-off Eastern land claimed to have seen His Star, followed it to Bethlehem and came to worship the King of Glory5. ANY PERSON who wishes to know the Saviour who came to forgive iniquity, transgression and sin will find He is gracious and indiscriminate. You may ask Jesus the Lord to save you and He shall.  





Footnotes


1	Scripture stated “…[s]urely the Lord does nothing without revealing His Plan to His servants”.  At around 740 B.C. to 4 B.C. the Messiah’s birth was announced by Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Daniel, 	Micah and Zechariah. God pronounced His Kingdom would not end whereas other kingdoms would be left to other peoples, see [Ps 21:7; 25:10; 77:13; Pr 4:26; Isa 7:14; 9:6; Dan 2:34,44; 7:13; 	9:25; Mic 5:2; Mtt 3:1-6; 13:35, 21:4; ch 24; Mk 14: 61-62; Lk 1:5-17;1:26-35, 70; 2:37-38; Jn 4:25-26; Ac  3:21; Js 5:10; Rev  ch11+ 19].


2	The earth meant the “land and its restricted area” and the “living”. The “ends” of the earth meant the prescribed end for the present earth’s sin, its consequences and Salvation delivered by the 	Saviour-Messiah before the new world in which Yahweh, Lord of all, Creator and Ruler of the whole earth as Sovereign God would rule and His righteous character be manifested among all the 	nations, see [Gen 1:1; Isa 64:1; Dan 6:27].


3	The good news that – i) the Dayspring has visited earth and dwelt amongst men; ii) God’s victorious future broke into man’s history; iii) man could now be with God forever - was indeed joyful, see 	[Isa 41:20; 57:15ff; 56:1-8; 57:15; 60:3; 66:20; ch 56-66]. 


4	From first Century Hebrew, Jesus’ name Yeshua or “Iouesus”  meant anthropomorphically – Creator, merciful, my power, authority, welcoming, 	service, blessed and blessing, One who accurately 	delegated, possessor of all knowledge and yet wholly forgiving, moral qualities, narrow watchfulness, care taken, walked openly/publicly, strength, thankful and humble, lived a life of praising God, 	deliverance, healing the sick, a refuge, enablement of others, considerable increase in power and range, superiority, steadfast, met its mark, trustworthy, glorious and judgment. Like the patriarchs, 	prophets, 	good kings, Mary, the remnant and any person who welcomed Jesus Christ the Saviour were “named from our Father who is in heaven”, see  [Isa 9:6; Jn 5:18; Eph 3:15].	 


5	The connection between the birth of Christ and Daniel went as follows. Daniel and his assistants, at around 600 B.C. in captivity in Babylon, instead of assimilating into Babylonian cultural history, 	art, alchemy, cruelty, oppression and magic, preferably honoured God with a higher standard of living and in turn God enabled Daniel to interpret the king’s dreams, riddles, enigmas and in the result 	he received promotion. In Aramaic, Daniel creatively preserved on parchment significant Godly principles, memoranda and letters pertaining to – i) acknowledgement of Jehovah who lives forever; 


	ii) Deuteronomy blessings and curses; iii) God’s divine discipline whose terms Daniel fully lived by; iv) truth about God’s Sovereignty over history - past, present and future; v) chronological details of 	kings - their mercies, wars, pollutions, treacheries, desecrations not precluding one with “sinister” power who would attempt to change ”wrong to right and right to wrong” [a genus of culture]	however his wickedness was felled by God - although the Alpha and Omega in John’s manuscript of Revelations at around AD 91, particularly singled out “Babylon” however the information is a 	“Mystery” and therefore not known; v) God’s Righteous Messianic King whose birthplace Micah’s masterpiece prophecy located and whose kingdom Daniel saw as authoritative, with sovereign 	power and glory. The “Star of Jacob” would most certainly have been expounded in Daniel’s manuscripts as  – i) the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob; ii)  the privilege of a people who 	strived with 	God; iii) God’s Deliverer would rout the “noisy boastings of sin”. The priestly Magi were blessed by God at that point in history in their representation of the wider glory of Christ to the Gentiles who 	were invited to receive God’s pre-planned Salvation. The Magi ‘s number was calculated due to the number of gifts proffered in their homage to the King of the Jews. The inferredprophecy of Christ’s 	birth was most certainly read from Daniel’s writings since at the remnants’ return granted by Cyrus, Daniel was absent, see [Ex ch12; Nu 23:17; Dt  ch28; 2 Ki  22:23; Jer 9:2; 	Dan 1:20;2:34,44,48; 	3:25; 5:11; 7:13;9:25-26; Mic 5:2].	


	 


Real  -  Nicole Nordman from the album “Every Mile Mattered” Produced by Tommee Profitt, Sparrow Records © 2017


What Child is This  -  Lauren Daigle from “A Christmas Journey” © 2013


Its Christmas  -  Mandisa from “A Christmas Journey” © 2013


Sing Along  -  Christy Nockels from the album “White Flag” © 2018
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Graeme and his wife Vel proffer a brief synopsis of God’s facilitation of Prophet and the prophets’ love for God with heart, soul, strength and mind  - read at Exodus 2:25; 3:14; 4:5,8;  Judges 17:6 ; 1 Sa 12:12; Isaiah 1:1; 53:1-12. The primary Scriptural assertion for the prophets’1 Calling after the period of the Judges, was - i) they were sent expressly to speak God’s Word during the reign of kings to both N and S regions; ii) they spoke the unshakeable Word of God; ii) they were under the Lord’s pre-determination; iii) their Calling was narrow since they were required to speak God’s Word against evil, a tepid faith and disregard for God’s Word; iv) their message embodied God’s Life in guidance, correction, mercy and deliverance; v) their work had long term impact; vi) their encouragements brought coherence; vii) they re-called the people to God; viii) economic expedience they linked directly to God’s beneficence; ix) God’s testing instrument regarding a true or false prophet had as its object the establishment of trust in God; x) God honoured His prophets. Principal prophets’ from at around 1050 B.C. - 430 B.C., were Elijah, Elisha, Nathan, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Daniel, Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, Nahum, Habbakuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah and Malachi. Isaiah who came from nobility, prophesied of the most Wonderful Child and in the latter half of prophecy gave an imposing portrayal of the self-offering of God’s humble Servant whose rugged sacrifice was the most astounding Work of God ever inscribed, where Isaiah accentuated the bold initiative God took to save His people and mankind. Jeremiah stood alone in the depths of his emotions, weeping tears of a broken heart over Israel’s lapses and deterioration. The Lord described His love as being steadfast “[a]nd I like it that way.” The dramatic, daring Ezekiel, “street-preacher” to the exiled Jews in Babylon, scanned the horizon to an approaching siege, the destruction of Jerusalem, judgment against idolatrous indifference and knew the pinpoint measurement of God’s new Temple. Daniel, stately interpreter of heaven’s Mysteries related the breathtaking Great White Throne of the Ancient of Days, where millions of angels worshipped and as the Court of the Justice of the Lord commenced its session, the Books of heaven opened.  The One [Messiah] who ruled with eternal power and glory over history and all the nations of the world, was presented to the Ancient of Days. Joel encouraged the return to God and the outpouring of His Spirit that would bring joy and make straight crooked pathways. At around 760 B.C. Amos, a humble fig-grower-shepherd from Tekoa in the S Kingdom, addressed the pious veneer of religion, announced a spiritual famine yet assured Israel, the Lord was their Helper. Obadiah vigorously warned that treachery against God’s people would stand condemned. Micah, rural prophet familiar with city corruption proclaimed “nothing short of divine intervention could avail for the ultimate salvation of God’s people”. He inscribed God’s mercy and the extraordinary expectation of the Messiah born in Bethlehem. Habbakuk evidenced God’s love as not contained to scenic wonders. Zechariah exalted the true Shepherd and exceptionally referenced the removal of mankind’s sin “in one single day”. The time span from at around 400 B.C. TO 5 B.C. overarching the Old/New Testaments was devoid of prophetic guidance and no king reigned. A few notable events occurred - Jewish independence; religious division - Pharisees, Sadducees and Essenes; societal geographical dispersion of Jews; literature-wise the Septuagint emerged and architecturally, Herod’s temple instigated at around 19 B.C. In conclusion - if Revelation’s two prophetic witnesses’ ministries that revived “before the great and awful Day of the Lord” were that of Moses and Elijah, then potentially we’re looking at two classic, powerful Hebrew deliverer/prophets, previously Called, where God revealed Himself via a non-consuming fire and their fitness for office demonstrated by miracles. Firstly, Moses contended with masters of evil and impulses to syncretism; fasted forty days; fed a multitude; had a radiant face; endured grumbling; was discredited by his family; made intercessory prayers; spoke as oracles; had seventy helpers and established memorials. Secondly Elijah, known as the “prophet of Fire”, from the tribe Gad, notable for lending a hand in matters that pertained to God’s land, was a daunting man of action whose Spirit-determined movements defied human anticipation, he recalled God’s people to the aniconic, ethical Mosaic faith; assisted a widow; miraculously resurrected a dead boy; his polemic against idolatry that had a form of religion with borrowed outward trappings of paganism, was successful; was fed by ravens; was mighty in prayer where he called for drought and then prayed for relief in rain; was succeeded by Elisha as Moses was by Joshua. Both prophets’ re-appeared after death at the transfiguration of Christ2. ANY PERSON who wishes to call on the Mighty God for mercy to save you, may ask Jesus for Salvation and thank Him for His Grace.   





Footnotes


1	All citations, see – [Ex  2:2-10; 7:11; 12:14; 14:21; 15:24; 16:15; 13:21; 19:18; ch 21-24; 32:32; 34:28,35; Nu 11:1; 12:1; 16:35; 32:34-38; Dt 34:6-9; 1 Ki ch17; 18:38-46, ch18; 19:1-21; 21:17-24;  	2 Ki 1:8,10,12; 2:1-11; Isa 9:6; 40:3; 44:6-20; 63:7; Jer 3:12; 9:24; 31:3; 32:18; Hos 2:19; 3:5; Joel 2:13; 6:4; Jonah 4:2; Mic ch1, 2+5; Habb 3:2; Zec 9:17; ch13; Mal ch3; 4:5-6; Mtt 3:1-6; 11:14; 	13:35; 17:3,12f; 21:4; ch24; Mk 8:28; 9:4; Lk 1:5-17; 1:26-35, 70; 4:25-26; Ac 3:21; Ro 11:2-4; Js 5:10, 17-18; Rev ch11+19 ].   


2	Christ therefore was more than a prophet since He healed, delivered, forgave sins, was sent to give Salvation when Israel had no king [not Rome’s king Herod and king Agrippa who were more 	governor and ruler than king] but-for Jesus King of the Jews” in accordance with the superscript above the Lord’s Cross. Jesus prophesied of a future period where two witnesses were sent by 	God to call Israel to repentance, see [Mtt 8:16-17; 17:1ff; Lk 22:70; 23:3,38; Rev 11]. 	





O Holy Night  -  Kari Jobe from “A Christmas Journey” © 2013  
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Graeme and his wife Vel enumerate and indicate in Part II, Christ’s role as High Priest where He wholly obeyed His Father’s Will, read from Hebrews 1-4; 4:14-10:18 and 10:19-13. Hebrews reflected the ambit of Christ’s nature more than any other accounts and at around AD 64/65 it distinguished the highest position of Christ as opposed to - angels, prophets and priests1. Christ the Pioneer, broke ground by offering everlasting Salvation that was a Gift2 of Almighty God and particular attention was paid to Jewish believers undergoing persecution. God’s Firstborn Son, His express Image [Ge 1:26], was Spokesman for God and Creative power that continuously operated. As High Priest, Christ, seated3 at Gods right hand lived and breathed justice with mercy4, gentle loving understanding and an extension of forgiveness that could never fail. The impact on believers meant that the High Priest’s reference to His perfect sacrifice, whom none other than God had provided affected their past, present and into eternity5. Believers were emboldened as they gave thanks6 and praised God since their gracious-by-faith entrance boldly into the Throne-room had availed God’s favour, mercy and wisdom wherever He deemed necessary. Christ as the Living incomparable Word of God far outweighed all other proposed means to God. God’s Word had the power of a two-edged sword7 that deeply transformed the person’s full human life in harmonious development with God’s purposes and timing in - physical, mental, social and Spiritual key areas. Proffered in chapter 11 were historical accounts of men and women of faith whom God had never forgotten, whose lives of faith were akin to “living letters of Christ’s finished work” and at around AD 49-95 the High Priest’s continuous assistance for His related Churches bearing in mind neither those of faith nor the early Church nor Churches down through the centuries had ever seen Christ, yet they and believers instanter all lived to serve Him with thanksgiving and praise. ANY PERSON who wishes to offer God their heart and soul to receive His Everlasting Salvation, may ask His Son Jesus Christ to forgive them and give them His peace.    


 


Footnotes


1	Notwithstanding, our Lord Jesus upheld the office of the priesthood, which at around AD 26 had diminished drastically. Upon healing the leper of Mycobacterium leprae, the Lord expressly 	noted the healed leper present himself to the priest in order to - i) authenticate Jesus’ Word and; ii) illustrate the provided Messiah, see [2 Ki 20:1-11; Lk17:11Jn 17].   


2	All gifts from God were saturated with His good will - health, Life, freedom, bounty, food, work, Salvation, eternal Life, wealth to share and enjoy. Individuals with specific Spiritual gifts were 	themselves a gift to the Church, see [page 4 of 2018 readings].


3	John the disciple wrote that no man had ascended into heaven but He who came down from heaven that is the Son of Man, who is in heaven. Ex post His resurrection, the Lord admonished Mary 	to not cling to Him as He had not yet ascended to His Father in heaven. To early believers, the  disciples and Apostles Mark, Luke, Paul to the Ephesians and Philippians and John enunciated 	Christ seated at God’s right hand in heaven, see [Mk 16:19; Lk 22:69; Jn 3:13; 20:17; Eph 1:20; Phil 2:9; 2 Pe 1:16; Rev 5:12].   


4	God’s mercy set them free and by faith it was understood that their needs, wants, expectations and demands were met according to God’s timing – unlike worldly doctrines of instant gratification. 	An untrammeled courage took hold in their hearts as they gave over everything to God for blessing, that included business in -  olive production, wine, exporting textiles, dyes, bronze, wool, 	tanning products and specialist medicinal products. Judgment was kind and understanding due to Grace and favour just because they believed in the One God sent.


5	The Hebrew sons’ of Abraham linear thought was unlike worldly philosophies that operated sans the Covenant Oath and therefore embodied no Life from God. God established Covenant  – in 	return for obedience He would protect, provide for, love and guide them into eternal victory, see [Ge 9:9; Ex 19:5; Jdg 2:1; 1 Chr 16:15; Jer 11:2; Mtt 26:28].	 


6	Praise is an action humans rendered to the Mighty God due to the fact that to praise God was the sacrifice. Thanksgiving and praise to God continually could relate to – His intelligence in the Plan 	of redemption and sacrificial system, the pre-ordained plan He and Christ the Lord orchestrated; for an amazing High Priest; for His teaching; for answered prayer; for His Abiding Guest the Holy 	Spirit, the Spirit of Jesus; for transformed character; for progression; for the strength of God 	and power we see on the earth every day; for the joy He brought to lives, for fidelity in marriages; for 	Church wisdom and experience; for humility; see [1 Chr 16:8; Ps 28:7; Ro 1:21; 1 Cor 10:16,30; 15:57; Php 1:3; 4:6;  1 Th 3:9; Col 2:7; 3:15; Heb 12:28; Rev 4:9 - not an exhaustive list].    


7	The grim satirical Pagan souvenirs and hand-sized statuettes at around AD 64/65 the believers disavowed interest in, in addition they dropped their purchasing habits of cultish objects in order to 	maintain a clear conscience, be content and grow for Jesus. The alarming fall in sales put sufficient pressure on pagan trade and there is no doubt this was causa causans to spiteful opposition, 	‘spook theories’ transmitted to defame the believers and in some instances querilous action from the ‘Nicolaitans’ ‘Jezebel’ and ‘Balaam’ collegia,  aimed as a direct attack at Jewish Christians in 	order to put them on the fringes, cause them to become a laughing stock and attempt to break the peace of their minds. The Christians’ denial of self and appetites, was a living sacrifice which 	definitely pleased God very much as through their thanksgiving through turbulent times and continual praise to Him for His provision of the “Lamb that takes away the sins of the world” they 	became shining stars of the Church in the hands of Jesus for all to see –  they went “all-out” to serve the Lord with fervour and reciprocal love. His guidance in Revelation was an answer to 	their prayers since they [and centuries of Churches later] could see where they needed to reign in “dead wood” – in other words chastise themselves to better performance” - according to their 	Priestly service to heavenly Father, see [Jn 1:29; Rev 1:16; ch 2 & 3; ch 13,18].





Fairest Lord Jesus  -  Paul Baloche 2019


God so Loved  -  We the Kingdom [“at the Wheelhouse”] © 2019





We have both noticed a “heightened sensitivity” of the Word’s challenge within our mind, soul, body and Spirit 


with regard previous morals and values and with certainty we know that we are on the Lord Jesus’ right path.
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Graeme and his wife Vel take into account [in two parts] the onus upon the Priesthood in both Old and New Testaments regarding the Commandment to “Love the Lord your God with all your mind”; in their devotion and commitment for Jehovah’s kingdom, we discuss from Exodus 25:1-22; ch 26-28 read with Leviticus 8-9 and Hebrews 7-11. 


Part I - In order to understand the Lord’s purpose it is necessary to locate the roots of priestly service. Jehovah’s requirement for approaching Him was a cleansed heart, holy access,  dedication of service and ministerial representation1 towards His people. The Israelites, at around 1445 B.C. under Moses, were called “God’s Kingdom of priests” however prior to this period the head of the home was “priest” before God. Scriptural priestly actions inter alia were effected by Adam, Eve, Abel, Noah, Melchizedek, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Moses, Jethro and Job, otherwise institutional priests were Spiritual leaders overseers of offerings, scholars of God’s Law, they were forgiven when they sinned and restored into rightful relationship with God, as their sin was taken out of sight. High Priests2 were distinct in that only they were permitted entry into the Holy of Holies to effect national atonement. The role of the priesthood at around 1445 B.C. to 538 B.C. was distinguishable from other nations in that God’s priests3 were called to be separate and holy by sanctification. The minds of a few notable priests that loved God evidenced in Eleazar, whose two brothers acted independantly of the requirement for ritual law by kindling incense and fire away from the prescribed place, one of them having been intimately present as Sinai, which meant he “knowingly” disobeyed. Eleazar chose obedience and became an important member of the Aaronic priestly division. Azariah was the high priest who withstood Uzziah’s attempt to usurp God’s laws as Uzziah arrogantly offered incense for his kingdom in God’s Temple. He openly denied God’s glory for his successes to which the Lord took exception, since His priest had prayed for the king. Amariah, due to obedience was appointed by Jehoshaphat to overseer the court of final appeal for sacred disputes, with the Levites sitting as assessors. At around 640 B.C., young Josiah as he undertook repairs to the Temple, discovered a lost scroll of God’s Law and was horrified at how far from God’s Law Judah had departed. Josiah called Hilkiah the priest who assisted him in the destruction of idol shrines and their worthless influences and as they sought to please God they devoted themselves to re-instatement of God’s priests, the preservation of God’s Law in the discovered scrolls and re-commencement of the celebration of the Passover [‘to spare’]. The Lord worked with Hilkiah, sanctified4 him and beautified Josiah’s reign with peace and prosperity. Seriah at around 609 B.C. chief priest when Babylon captured Jerusalem, was father to Ezra, Secretary of State for Jewish affairs to king Artaxerxes. Seriah was traced to Aaron, original chief priest. 


ANY PERSON who wishes to find relief from sin and enjoy relationship with God Almighty ‘as if nothing has happened’, may ask Jesus the Lord to forgive and save you.  





Footnotes





1	The Lord God with wider consideration established two institutions - i) a formal priesthood; ii) the Ark of testimony; and Tabernacle as meeting place of God’s own choosing, built “as a copy 	and shadow of heavenly things”, a crucial dwelling place for God and where He communed with His people. Separation from all shape and form of evil was vital and idolatry or perverted forms of 	worship were prohibited. The Priests were humble and they encouraged the congregation to call to mind – past mercies of their God and King; wonderful works of God; His might, grandeur and 	justice. Tithing honoured the position God Most High held and was a lesson in giving from what one had.  Priests as a special class dedicated themselves in their regular work at the Tabernacle, 	as worship leaders, as teachers who ministered that the Law did not save but pointed to sin so that it could be dealt with. The priestly attire properly focused symbolically on – purified souls,  	sanctification, holiness, integrity, righteousness and vigorous Life. Priests were office-bearers and administrators who maintained other regular matters e.g. trimmed the lamps, lit incense, 	ensured an appropriate altar, they divided battle spoils. It is most interesting that post-exile - regional security, reconstruction of Jerusalem’s boundaries, national confession, religious reform 	and a regulated priesthood became the foundation for service and hope for the future, that brought a generous prosperous period from 782 B.C. - 752 B.C.[Ex 33:12-19; ch 40; Ecc 4:12; Heb 8:5]  


2	The High Priest from lineage of Aaron, was distinguishable by his conduct, attire and duties e.g. he was not permitted to angrily rend his garment. He offered the sin offering, firstly for his sin and 	thereafter for the nation, on the Day of Atonement inside the veil before God, with the sacrificial lamb’s blood sprinkled [brought near] over the Mercy Seat of God [God’s Throne] – atonement for 	that year just ended. However ensuing darkness draped itself over Judah at around 153 B.C. due to an imposed foreign, crude, superstitious religion and further, at around 64 B.C. and 37 B.C. 	under Roman rule Antipater’s son Herod politically, arbitrarily on a whim appointed five High Priest families - that naturally caused a great revolt. The ‘purchased’ High Priests continued  their 	appointments into the period of our Lord Jesus Christ’s ministry and at around AD 30 the Saviour addressed one with sharp-as-flint observation “My Father’s House is a house of Prayer 	but you have turned it into a den of thieves” and He upturned the money-changers’ tables in the Gentile section. The Herod-chosen High Priests in addition led the opposition at Jesus’ trial and 	further provided the Lord with opportunity to issue two oaths at His hearing –  i) He indeed was the Son of God and; ii) everyone will see the Son of Man seated at the right hand of the Power and 	coming on the clouds of heaven - to which the High Priest Caiaphas, Annas’ son-in-law] rent his garments, see [Ex 30:10; Lev 21:6-10; Nu 27:21; 1 Chr 24:6; 2 Chr 8:14-15; Matt 21:12-13; 	26:41,62-65; Mk 15;3; John 11:49-52; Heb 7:26-28; 9:1-28].  


3	See [Nu 3:32; 2 Chr 19:11; 26:16-20; Ezra 7:1].  


4	Hilkiah restored the requirement for “separation” from evil and tainted sin, through washing himself and his clothes by sprinkling of water for purification, see [1 Chr 15:12]. 	 


Like Incense - Brooke Ligterwood, words and musice by David Stasser and Rich Mullins, Hillsong “A Beautiful Exchange” © 1993 


My Saviour My God  -  Aaron Shust © 2012
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Graeme and his wife Vel observe the position of deliverance and subjugation of Israel, the Judges of the Lord effected that spanned the period 1394 B.C. to 1095 B.C. where we read from Judges 2:3-4. Contextually1, it is necessary to consider the purposes of God when He pre-ordained the careers of His Judges. Israel at that period was a “door” and each individual Judge knew he or she would have to take steps to guard her so that God’s name might receive honour. Joshua’s conquest 57 years previously meant Israel relapsed into seven apostasies and in the result pockets of tactical, convenient invasions from plateaus and small town peoples of mixed ethnic stock emerged and intensified against the relaxed form of tribal organization of the Israelites. The loosely associated enemy groups dotted along the terrain were closely linked to the fortunes of Israel and placed great oppressive burdens upon her through stifled trade, plundered cattle, captured territories and involvement of a few tribes in idolatrous crudities. This led to cycles of downward spirals of sin, ritual immoralities and resultant punishment from God and as His Children cried out for His assistance, followed by the blessed concomitant relief exacted through the exploits of courageous Judges who with grit prevailed until periods of faithfulness and security returned. However once a Judge passed away, the troubles would re-emerge again with failure to obey and lamentable consequences. The Judges, some with their own flaws and weaknesses, with swift accuracy and a high degree of confidence effected much for God’s kingdom - i) their first task was to rally the separate tribes and rout a common enemy; ii) they corrected error even if that meant painful action in its correction; iii) they were consistent to God’s Word; iv) they clarified issues and moved quickly to negotiate resolutions; v) they broke tragic cycles of despair and decline; vi) where possible they avoided bloodshed; vii) they were front-line leaders who facilitated every means at their disposal as they accomplished Yahweh’s relief from burdensome oppression; viii) they orchestrated where achievable, unity and a return of honourable relationships. Ehud J gave Israel 80 years of peace; Deborah J ruled for 40 years and her level of literary skill was outstanding2; Gideon’s interesting dialogue with the Angel of the Lord and his fascinating test in what he perceived to be God’s Call; and Samson as he used his superhuman strength to pull down two pillars at the precise moment Israel’s enemy worshipped the pagan god. All God’s Judges in their 300 year period3 foreshadowed the perfect Saviour and end-time Judge, Jesus Christ. 


ANY PERSON who wishes to know the Saviour may ask Lord Jesus to save them by His Grace.


 


Footnotes





1	Over 700 years earlier God had indicated to Abraham the father of faith, that when His people entered the Promised Land the gross evil of the pagans was ready for judgment. Tribe after tribe 	failed to drive them and their offensive altars out. However the Lord, was always impartial and unbiased and years later it was the Children of Israel who were eligible for God’s gracious 	forgiveness as well as His firm justice, see [Ge 15:16; 2 Ki 17:25; Ezek ch 8].  


2	Deborah’s song clearly illustrated how women make wonderful and meaningful contributions to God’s work and across the centuries God has indeed been praised wherever His Children have 	been victorious, see [Ch 5]. 


3	The servitudes of the Judges were such - first servitude to Mesopotamia - Othniel; second servitude to Moab – Ehud; third servitude to Jabin and Sisera – Deborah and Barak; fourth servitude to 	Midian – Gideon; Civil War – Tola, Jair; fifth servitude to the Philistines – Jephthah, Ibzan, Elon and Abdon; sixth servitude to Philistines – Samson; then a period of confusion, division and downright 	anarchy. 	The historical Scriptural references accordingly appear in Judges from chapters 1 to 21.  		 





Thank You   -  Ben Fielding and Reuben Morgan from Hillsong Live album “A Beautiful Exchange” © 2013


He is Greater  - Jay  Cook and David Kennedy from the album “Hillsong Hail to the King” © 2008
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Graeme and his wife Vel submit a pertinent account of early examples of the substantive minds of three Patriarchs who significantly influenced not only the narrowly-defined endogamous Children of Israel but later, believers in Christ were influenced at around AD 26 onwards and we read from Hebrews 11: 1- 10. It might be observed that at around 4004 B.C., 2166 B.C. and 1526 B.C. respectively, Scripture firmly placed on record men and women such as Noah1, Abraham and Sarah, and Moses, kinsmen and exceptionally distinctive central figures who through belief and intellectual assent followed God’s commands amid circumstances of personal doubt and surrounding disbelief. It was generally recognized that Noah, when he heard God’s view for the future - an oversized boat, floods in a land notorious for drought, strange new beliefs - stood out from society as he wasted no time in putting into action God’s gigantic, technical structure. The world around Noah bore little resemblance to the original world of Adam and Eve at Creation, where at Noah’s period Scripture featured a sneering, derision-soaked, violent, corrupt society and yet Noah, unswerving in his obedience underwent God’s testing instrument at three levels - when he collected wood and tree resin; actually measured and built the oversized Ark; where he vigorously preached warnings of God’s coming judgment; as he exited the Ark after the flood, only at the crucial moment of God’s sign of ‘release’. The promises from God for obedience were clear - i) He would not flood mankind away again; ii) the seasons would come as expected; iii) a rainbow would shine when it rained. The central message from Noah was that God was absolutely trustworthy and sure, that He never failed to save.  After re-population of the earth, Spiritual Pilgrimage was found in the figure of Abraham2 who lived a life in faith. Abraham was required initially to give up the security of the familiar in order to obey God which he did without question and traveled to a distant land, believed the Covenant God made with him and flourished. Scripture stressed Abraham believed God and it was accounted to him as righteousness. His faith played an important role, since through the one man substantial faith bore fruit to the glory of God. Abraham’s wife Sarah, a woman of outstanding beauty, coped with a long wait for her son and [precluding the merits] even when she later took a mis-step, God responded to Sarah’s3 faithful trust and despite evidence of an older physique her husband blessed her and she conceived as predicted. Scripture further canvassed a third Patriarch, the austere, clever-minded and sensitive Moses, accustomed to a life of wealth, prestige and status, at his first encounter with God gave no thought to the Life-giving Force he was facing and the fact that he was no longer in a palace of prestige but on God’s holy ground, since the Lord advised him to remove his sandals as a mark of honour to the “I Am”. God revealed Himself to Moses, prepared him for the future by inspiring Moses to write the Law and even when it seemed impossible, the devouring flame of God’s influence wholly sustained and delivered the Children of Israel. Moses’ Staff4 was a visible emblem of God’s Guidance and Scripture further located Moses at around AD 26 on the Mount of Transfiguration as the prophet who represented the written Law, who stood with Christ5 who later wholly fulfilled6 the same Law.  ANY PERSON who wishes to have the faith of Jesus Christ, may pray to the Lord Jesus for Salvation. 





Footnotes





1	Scripture recorded Noah lived 950 years. Whether the ages listed were family dynasties or ages of individual people is not relevant for our aetiology barring the fact that the human race was 	genetically far purer with less 	disease to shorten a lifespan; the “vapor above” kept out harmful cosmic rays which meant few environmental factors caused ageing; and God lengthened people 	lives so that they would have time to “fill the earth”, see [Ge 5:25-27; ch6-9]. 


2	New Testament pertinent extracts in re Abraham, he was – i) honoured by God; ii) was ancestor of Jesus Christ; iii) was father of the Jewish nation; iv) sits at present in the kingdom with Christ; 


	v) received great promises from God; vi) he was categorized by Christ as the father of faith; vii) Christ stated ‘before Abraham was, I Am’, see [Mtt 1:1-2; 	Lk 3:23; Jn 8:58; Ro 4:1; Hebr 7:4; Mk 	12:26; Ac 7:32; Heb 11:8, 17-19; Gal 3:6-9; Ro 9:6-8]. 


3	In context to the Isaiah inscription at around 740 B.C., the small remnant was addressed who were in need of consolation since they had discerned right from wrong, had followed God’s laws with 	pure hearts and remained faithful to God. In order to encourage them the Lord reminded them of their ancestors Abraham and Sarah whose faithfulness was their Source of strength. God 	reminded them of Abraham and Sarah’s past successes, how He carried them and blessed them to become a large nation. Paul the Apostle at around AD 57 expressly mentioned Sarah as the 	Mother of promise and an Apostle with a divine inspiration more than most, Peter, at around AD 61/65 in his first Epistle, named Sarah as the example of a wife’s honourable regard for her own 	husband 	[Isa 51:2; Ro 9:9; 1 Pe 3:6].


4	Many categories of instruments God has used to draw attention to His ways, inter alia - a support staff; a stem or branch; a cloud the size of a man’s hand that envisaged rain; a shepherd’s staff to 	facilitate the ‘passing under’ of the sheep; a rod symbolizing authority; a threshing stick to separate chaff; a measuring stick of God’s standard of righteousness; a flying basket filled with 	sin and wickedness, where Zechariah simply put its lid back on and sent it straight back to Babylon; a flying scroll of judgment; chariots; horns; a wheel of four wheels each facing N.S.E.W, see 	in seriatim [Ge 38:18,35; Ps 23:4; Isa 18:5; Ex 16:10;Ex 4:4; 2 Sa 24:22; Amos 7:7-8; Zech 5:1-8; Ps 68:17; 1 Sa 2:1; Rev 13:1; Ezek 1:16; 26:10].    


5	Many who trust in Christ gratefully appropriate their faith on His name and the works of God through Him. Man deprived of God via the crucial event of the Fall, now had a Saviour who stood side 	by side with him or her to face the Coming event of Christ’s 2nd Appearance, where the deprived effects of the Fall would forever be abolished.   


6	Show no partiality as you hold the faith of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory, see [Jas 2:1].	 
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Graeme and his wife Vel demonstrate non-exhaustively, Father, Lord of heaven’s purposes that proved He fore-ordained and controlled the human affairs of mankind notwithstanding His pronouncement of the curse over Fallen man and the relief experienced due to His gracious mercy, solace, warmth of Love and Grace at restoration of mankind, which we read from Genesis 1-3; Exodus 21:28-30; 1 Pet 1:18-20. Scripture retained, the Lord took pleasure in His created Light, Life, water, land mass, creatures, the heavenly bodies and His creation of man in His likeness and man composite - male and female1 where in addition, provision for springs, pools and rainfall sustained both the righteous and the unrighteous. Father God clearly had it in mind that man’s existence would be akin to a well-watered garden, ordered, fruitful, enjoyably abundant in the production of vegetables, herbs, shrubs, cereals and plants - all symbols of fertility.  Leaving aetiology aside, it was further written the Almighty God purposed His Love and mercy would overcome and counteract the baleful effects of the Fall. Yahweh’s rescue of man, pinpointed by the language of the original Hebrew cast an interesting light on the concept of “redemption”2 that without exception revealed God’s Grace resided in His Law which facilitated Patriarchal faith and a collective “bringing of God’s people back into God’s spacious environment”, [although David’s serious view of sin at Psalm 51 certainly prompted a hint of the need for individual regeneration]. Yahweh enabled the Priesthood who officiated the sacrificial system and kindly, the Lord’s loving provision for the Priests that envisaged a share in the offerings, since they owned neither property nor assets3. When the time was ripe for judgment and exile, the Lord continued in His provision of strength, prediction of events ahead, in the Aramaic language of Daniel and Ezra and the comfort of sagacity and utilization in particular of the orderly minds of Ezra and Nehemiah. The relief from God extended towards the small remnant under the era the long-awaited for Messiah, Christ was sent - i) to seek and save the lost; ii) do good, save life; iii) preach the Gospel to the poor; iv) heal the brokenhearted; v) proclaim liberty to captives; vi) recover blind their sight; vii) liberate the oppressed; viii) proclaim the Lord’s Favour; ix) witness4 to His name, where God’s Grace treated man, though guilty, as if he had never sinned.  ANY PERSON who wishes to no longer hide from God but with a contrite heart turns to Him for Salvation, may ask Heavenly Father to give you Christ the Lord’s Grace so that you may be forgiven and by your verbal confession accept Christ as your Lord and Saviour.    





Footnotes


1	Mankind’s true manhood consisted of conformity to the likeness of God, preferring the wholesome, pure and with rationality to hear and obediently respond with affection to God’s Words. Scripture 	distinguished God as the Head, Source and Sustainer of morals, ethics and wisdom of every living breathing thing - from the ring-fenced system of the world that categorized the head as the seat of 	intellect, omitting morals and conscience. Rebel as he will, Adam could not entirely efface God’s image since it was stamped into his constitution however Scripture portrayed him as “fallen” but far 	from ignorant, with full knowledge that his condemnation lay in the fact that he now loved darkness rather than God’s Light. He became tainted with cunning thoughts and guile [why else would he 	have hidden from God?]. Expulsion from the garden subjected Adam to arduous work under punitive Sheol, that effected its ghastly contamination to the soul, mind, strength and heart, evidenced as 	early as within Adam and Eve’s own family, liberally proved in Cain’s murder of his own brother and at Cain’s awareness of subterfuge in the men around him, hence his plea to God for protection, 	which interestingly has, as fore-ordained, out-lasted the rise and fall of many nations throughout the centuries, see [Gen 2:17; 3:19; 3:23f; 4:1-15; Neh 9:7; Jb 28:12-28; Isa 58:11; Matt 14:8; Lk 	12:5; Jn 19:30; Ro 3:23; 5:12,17; Heb 2:15].   


2	If a man had a dangerous ox he was required to restrain it. If the ox escaped and gored someone so that they died, the law was plain “the ox shall be stoned and the owner also shall be put to 	death”. However that was not a case of willful murder and there existed no malicious afterthought, thus it was provided a ransom might be ‘laid on him’, where the owner could pay a sum of money 	and thus redeem his forfeited life, the core-thought being “a price was paid”. The concept of redemption Christ openly admitted was the reason why Father God sent Him; and Paul later developed  	the ‘carnal’ entrapped by sin with its cruel slave-master - the reign of death [the thought possibly drawn from the ancient Roman city on the island of Delos that at around 200 B.C. was the centre for 	slavery]. Paul reminded the Romans that they themselves had been ‘slaves to sin’ and that the ‘wages of sin was death’. He reminded them of the extent of their debt to God’s mercy and magnified 	the fore-ordained plan of God for deliverance, bringing into sharp focus the Person and Work of Jesus Christ, see [Jn 8:34; Ro 4:4; 6:23; 7:14].  


3	At around AD 26, noteworthy was the acknowledgement of Lord Jesus that His Father in heaven had already supplied all His Children’s needs, that they should thank Him by showing faith; and His 	astonishment at the faith exhibited at the expulsion of a demon from the daughter of the Syro-Phoenician woman, that revealed the Lord God had prepared healing for the needs of His people and 	Gentiles [Isa 2:2-4; Mtt 6:30-32,39; Mk 7:28; Jn 6:37ff; ].	    


4	In the Gospels and Acts, God delivered with impact on repentance, remission of sins and reception of the Spirit of God. The Epistles instructed - Salvation was through faith and a fully-orbed 	enjoyment of God with thanksgiving and praise by many, for His Free Gift; a gain of righteousness, peace and inclusion into His family, along with God’s people of faith who lived in Old and New	Testament times; the foreshadowing sacrifice; works of the saved directly in conjunction with God’s Spirit; the pre-Christ prophets’ role and the command to preach Salvation that facilitated new life. 	The Spirit of God insightfully trained believers on God’s deliverance into a non-corrupt state, the reward being a return of joyful participation of the divine Nature. To the aging Apostle John, he 	sacrificial language of Hebrews was congenial, where the Grace of God related to the sufferings of Christ; that God’s Love embodied the poured out life-blood of Christ, with power to cleanse 	comprehensively at the Lord’s Communion and with Spiritually imparted knowledge [and we give God thanks for Greek lingual interpretation of Grace, at around AD 55-60]. Jude earnestly brought 	the ‘common Salvation’ to entire groups in danger, 	doubt and degradation and provided a note of warning that for them who practised continual wickedness, God had resolved from all eternity to 	not 	give them His Grace but to pass them by. The Alpha and Omega in Revelation reiterated inter alia the theme of liberation and cleansing by Christ’s blood, in addition to the institution of the royal 	priesthood, pre-ordained to ascribe to God thanksgiving and praise. [Mtt 1:22; 8:17; Jn 12:38ff; Ro 9:11; 15:4; 2 Ti 1:9; Heb 5:6; 1 Pe 2:8; Jude 4; Rev 1:6; 20:6].  	 
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Graeme and his wife Vel submit research on the doctrine of “Love the Lord your God with all your mind”, read at Mark 12:30. Scripture taught much regarding the substantive mind1. 


Footnote 1


The curse of sin was pronounced and fell squarely on man’s domain			 


Preparation had been made for the Priests’ rightful share in offerings since they owned no property or biz	


A mind that refused reverence of the glorious name of Jehovah, was permitted open-ness to darkness	 


Solomon was told to get familiar with the God of his forefathers, with a clean and willing mind		


Nehemiah’s enemies decided to plot riots and confusion


We cannot or are not meant to know why calamities happen – Job thought God was hostile


Decide to praise God even in turmoil, His Love remains unchanging and He gives peace


Be alert to the false security of pride, pleasure and being excessively wise in one’s own eyes


God decided to prepare in advance a new heaven and a new earth


The days of the Ark will no longer be remembered, God will dwell in Jerusalem by His Spirit


God knew precisely when the Children of Israel drifted farther away from Him


God prepared to oust Belshazzar for rebelliously challenging God, but Cyrus God loved


The evil of scoffing God, was self-destructive, the consequences never beyond God’s control


Denial of Christ was a powerful decision whose consequences brought no favour 


God prepared Mary for the most significant act of obedience ever demanded of a woman


Jesus commanded His disciples to not worry, God’s purposes had already provided for their needs


Moses encapsulated obedience yet his brothers cuttingly scorned him


God’s power controls the world and its demons, He has a plan to eventually destroy all of them


The Ethiopian Eunuch demonstrated wisdom in his decision to read aloud from the book of Isaiah


Peter’s fellow Jews accused him of eating with Gentiles; Peter explained in full God’s vision he saw


Pray with expectancy that God answers prayer – His timing has a far greater application


A further meeting to set forth the grounds of eligibility was organised - yet Salvation’s requirement was faith


The Bereans were open-minded and searched the Scriptures daily to verify the Word and learn


Paul sowed sensitively “with tears” and honoured God humbly, never ceasing to preach Salvation


Make a decision to take corrective action when one erred, that prevented degeneration


Christians have within their hearts a portion of the pristine freshness of Christ’s mind


When Paul heard how the Corinthian Church had repented, he was overjoyed


Paul alerted the gathering, God wanted people to give what they had, not what they hadn’t


Decide to live the principles of God’s Word – be happy, joyful, grow, speak the truth, live in peace


Choosing to live expressing wickedness that dwelt within, opened one to God’s judgment


Make the decision to properly locate Christ’s level of understanding to bolster one’s life and keep listening for God


Remember to tell God’s good news that there is an escape from judgment


Essential for successful establishment, the Church must choose to love and share


Be repetitive in the stance and mind-set of Christ who decided to not demand His rights


Choose to obey the truth that God is approachable due to a spotless Lamb, Jesus the Lord


Paul taught believers to do away with social barriers by deciding to show mercy 


Paul amply confirmed the truth about Christ’s 2nd Appearance, remote from rumour


Paul cast light on the command to obey government rules and be ready for any honest work


Christ’s words quickened consciences, influenced motives and showed believers how to obey


The nature of the Christian embodied the humble decision to love one another with affection


Adversity should not be a construct to the exclusion of suffering for the cause of Christ


Ministers lived by quality, integrity and inter-dependence on Christ and His flock


The Lamb in Revelation revealed the climax of Satan’s struggle and destruction on the horizon.


[Lev 24:12; Deut 18:6-8; 28:65; 1 Chr 28:9; Neh 4:8; Isa 26:3; 46:8; 48:14; 65:17;Jer 3:16; 31:31-34;44:21; Dan 5:20; Hab 1:11;Mk 14:72; Lk 1:29; 12:29; Ac 7:25; 8:7,27; 11:3-4; 12:16; 14:5; 15:6;17:11; 20:19; 1Cor 1:10; 2:16; 2 Cor 7:7; 8:12; 13:11; Eph 2:3; 4:17-20; Phil 1:27; 2:2-5; Col 2:18; 3:12; 2 Thes 2:2; 2 Ti 1:7; Ti 1:15; 3:1; Heb 8:10; 1 Pe 3:8; 4:1; 5:2; Rev 17:1-18].





ANY PERSON who has decided to give their heart to God, may ask Jesus the Lord to forgive their sins and grant them His Grace that saves them from judgment. 
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Graeme and his wife Vel specifically look towards the human acknowledgement of Christ’s divinity in the lives of those who encountered Jesus. Christ indicated it was Father’s purpose that people believed Jesus was sent to bring Salvation to a dying world - we read from Matthew 16:15-16. The Lord Jesus had walked from Magadan SE of Galilee and He crossed over the Lake and landed in Bethsaida-Julius, where religious leaders had challenged Him for a “sign”1. Thereafter He healed the blind man, warned His disciples to beware of the yeast of the Pharisees and travelled to Caesarea Philippi located several miles N of the Sea of Galilee. The disciples, in answer to the Lord’s intelligent question “Who do you say I am” related a view most people expressed that He was one of the great Prophets come back to life, their source drawn from Deuteronomy where it was written God would raise up a Prophet from among His people2. Peter confessed Jesus not only as divine but as the long-awaited for Messiah which drew a prophetic word from our Lord to the effect that upon the Rock of the Lord Himself in Peter’s confession, His Church would be built. In other words, Peter’s heart was rendered open to God Almighty since no human source could possibly have revealed Christ’s identity at that juncture. A further divine acknowledgement came from another Centurion who stood opposite the Lord’s Cross3 that when he observed the manner in which the Lord had dismissed His Spirit, the officer exclaimed “Truly, this was the Son of God” that afforded praise to God. Another divine acknowledgment came from Nathanael who, after meeting Jesus the Lord, acknowledged “Sir, You are the Son of God - the King of Israel”.4  ANY PERSON who wishes to acknowledge Jesus Christ as the Son of God may ask the Lord for His free gift of Grace and He will forgive you your sins.    





Footnotes


1	A visible mark that conveyed a message e.g. the mark on Cain, tribal standards or the sun or the moon, an assurance of a reminder e.g. a  rainbow or stones from the Jordan that commemorated 	an end to the wanderings of the Children of Israel. Two groups with diametrically opposed views approached the Lord and demanded a sign “in the skies”, the reason being that false prophets 	used sleight of hand or evil powers, however only God could produce something spectacular in the skies. In addition, they believed the feat would be beyond Jesus’ power. Jesus instead 	challenged their spiritual alertness to read the most obvious sign of the times. Our Lord had been healing people, raising the dead, feeding thousands and still they demanded He prove Himself.  	Jesus could easily have impressed them however our Lord wisely realized that even a strange sign in the sky would not convince them He was the Messiah, due to their prejudice. In response the 	Lord articulated the sign of Jonah, who incidentally at around 793 B.C. was a fellow Galilean. Jonah, who after being impaled inside a whale’s belly for three days [and he certainly had time to 	think about how the stench of sin appeared to God], was brought out alive by the Lord where Jonah delivered God’s message of repentance and belief in God’s power. Apparently the religious 	leaders were unalert to the fact that Jonah’s message correlated to Christ’s and aligned to the task of the Messiah – to forgive sin and provide access to God, notwithstanding the fact the 	Lord accurately prophesied His own death and resurrection, a sign indeed that proved His genuineness of office. All the miracles recorded in both Testaments, plus 2,000 years of Church 	history plus the witness of millions - what would it take to believe Christ the Lord sought not to harm mankind but to save, the doctrines of which the Apostles carried [Josh 4:1-9; Jonah ch 1-4]. 


2	Moses was the accepted author, where due to previous generations that perished in the Wilderness it became necessary to repeat the Law before entrance into the Promised Land. The 	theme of Moses’ rehearsal was the word “Remember” the – giving of the law; Covenant, past slavery, great deliverance, divine leadership, provision, sins of the past, divine judgments. It was 	entirely apt that in promising to raise up a Prophet, the Lord’s express criteria for trust would be firstly, accurate prediction he or she made and, if accurate it meant God had sent him or her and; 	secondly, any persons who refused to heed God’s words would be dealt with by the Lord Himself. The core of the Prophetic message was to enable rememberance of God’s identity, expectations 	and Love. Some Prophets raised were Elijah who addressed corruption, spiritual disrespect, ignorance regarding true peace and friendliness; and he broke the yoke of Jezebel who controlled sea 	trade, luxuries and closed off trade routes she used to attack surrounding rulers which unfortunately left ordinary citizens with no recourse. Jeremiah fully countered idol worship where it was said 	there were as many idols as the hills. The profound impact of Jeremiah were lessons that - sin left a stain; false shepherds gave false hope; God inquired after worshippers who exclusively 	worshipped Him; repentance was key to finding God. John the Baptist with his self-denial, courage and holiness powerfully preached of the approaching Saving Christ [Dt 18:18; 1Kings 17-19; 	Jeremiah ch 1,13,18, 27, 33; Mtt 3:4,7; 11:10;  Mk 1:5; 6:20; Lk 1:17,76; John 1:19-28]. 


3	Jesus the Lord could have saved Himself however He fulfilled the terms of the New Covenant agreement with the Everlasting Father, confirmed by the author/s to Hebrews as finalised and taken 	to the next stage after Father’s approval and written upon God’s people and the Churchs’ hearts and minds via the Lord’s sprinkled blood. This proved one thing – God’s ways were unlike man’s 	ways since He was perfect, everlasting, unsearchable, just and true – matters that the Centurion would almost certainly have related to senior officers and in fact at around AD 38 Cornelius the 	Centurion was the first Gentile, God’s Grace ex post facto the Resurrection fell on true to Father and Son’s predictions, see [Gen 22:18; Dt 23:21; Ps 18:30; 22:27; Isa 55:8-9; Hab 3:6; Mtt 26:28; 	Mk 	15:39; Ro 11:33; Eph 3:6; Php 2:9; Heb 8:10; 12:2,24; Rev 15:3; Jn 19:30]. 


4	Nathanael meant “free gift of God”. He was one of the twelve and identified by the patronymic name of Bartholomew. He came from Cana and was brought by Philip to Jesus, somewhat sceptical 	about a Messiah coming from Nazareth where a Roman garrison with a strong presence was located. This was a common view, nevertheless Philip’s interesting response was typical of a friendly 	jibe “Well, come and see for yourself!” It is worth the thought - if Nathanael had acted on his prejudice he might very well have missed the Messiah. However Jesus had other plans and He 	displayed His supernatural knowledge that He “saw” Nathanael under the fig tree and identified Nathanael as an “[I]sraelite in whom there is no guile”, that in itself promised a greater vision which 	again, came true as Nathanael was one of those who saw Jesus after His resurrection, at the Sea of Tiberias, [Mtt 10:3; Jn 21:2].			 
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Graeme and his wife Vel read the doctrine of God’s perfection and the “wholeness” of the Redeeming Christ, at Deuteronomy 32:4. Scripture generally determined five important truths regarding perfection - i) divine perfection; ii) Christ’s perfection; iii) essential components; iv) the believer’s obligation; v) imperfection. The Old Testament instructed the early Church in that “[w]hatever was written in former days was written for our instruction”. Having regard for the concept of “perfection” it was recorded Moses described God who could do no wrong and who could be relied on; David the prominent Psalmist-king ascribed God’s perfect justice in vindicating the righteous whose Shield was increasingly effective1. Solomon observed everything regarding God and His works were perfect - nothing need be added nor subtracted, that particular aspect Revelation noted2. Isaiah testified that God predicted accurately of the Messiah and in the New Testament Jesus’ beloved disciple John witnessed “[W]e have seen His glory”; where Christ in His state of perfection was revealed to three disciples3. It was recorded in the legal system of Rome, the Samnite, Pontius Pilate publicly stated “I find no basis for a charge against Jesus” and alluded to his finding in the superscription “the King of the Jews”. The author/s to Hebrews evidenced Christ as Author of Salvation, fitted by His experience and the Source of Salvation. The Old Testament Priests who administered the Law were contrasted in weakness with Christ’s perfection - vital to understanding Christ’s purpose in perpetuity since the costliness of Jesus’ obedience was the criteria laid down for His High Priestly ministry which made way for His very powerful intercession that afforded believers’ constant access4 to His sympathies and strength to be a witness – a good reason to thank and praise God. Jesus stated believers5 must be perfect just as heavenly Father was perfect and as a starting point, Paul pointed to the patriarch Abraham, father of faith who at the age of seventy-five was Called into a relationship of Godly blamelessness, under the particular terms and obligations that were ‘most peculiar’ to the worldly system6. ANY PERSON who wishes to believe in Christ and have the list of charges destroyed by the nails of Christ’s Cross, may pray and ask Him to save you and He will.     





Footnotes


1	Moses’ song of God’s perfection laid aside the Children’s painful and embarrassing Wilderness memories that were hard to mentally coagulate.  David’s songs ascribed perfect strength and 	justice to God, the actual act of “ascribing” permitted by Yahweh from one in close relationship with Him; God’s value, trustworthiness and ability to continually shoulder the narrow obligation of 	care for His own was exclusively ascribed to Him. In the era of God’s Spirit, Christ gave His authority for the saved to proceed to ascribe strength and justice to God through His conferred order of 	thanksgiving and praise. The access granted to God’s strength was understood by the author/s to Hebrews as Christ’s Salvation and believers were strongly warned of the dangers of falling 	away, see [Dt 32:4; 1 Sa 13:13 – 14:31; Ps 18:30; Hebr 6:1-8]. 


2	The Alpha and Omega stated “[i]f any adds to these things, God will add to him the plagues”; and “[i]f anyone takes away from the words of this book of prophecy, God shall take away his part 	from the Book of Life, the holy city and the things written in this book”. The insult in distorting God’s perfection meant that a mark of His displeasure would be evidenced as historically was seen by 	people, see [Rev 22:18,19]. 


3	At around 2,814 m above sea level, standing on the top of the crest of Mt. Hermon Jesus the Lord’s appearance changed into brilliant radiant glory as He conversed inter alia regarding His 	resurrection, with two prophets from of old. The Three disciples were permitted to see Christ’s flawlessness, state of completion and Spiritual maturity, not that it was not there before – it was 	hidden from the eyes of the world so that He could effect the Sacrifice once-for-all, see [Mtt 17:1-8; Mk 9:2-10].


4	For a human to be perfect, flawless, without error, in a continual state of completion and lacking nothing meant they would not be measured by God, instead Grace loved, cared, was concerned 	for them, fed them from God’s Word, embraced them and prompted them to pass on the wonderful goodness of Salvation to sinners. Christ the Lord, in His famous prayer asked His Father to 	unite believers, keep them safe from Satan’s power; perpetually purify them by Christ’s death and of necessity feed them as they grew in truth and holiness. To be perfect was relative to one’s 	union with Father, Son and God’s Spirit and New Covenant conditions. The Lord wanted believers to understand the joy of the glory set before them, not worry about who was the “highest 	the wealthiest, the most perfect, the smartest, the best, the most unique”. The Lord did not wander to and fro like Satan. Christ was sent, He effected the Salvation and purification Plan and 	returned to God leaving His Apostles, enabled by God’s Spirit as they worked God’s Plan to completion, the fruits of which we experience in the Church today, see [Jb 1:1-8; Ps 12:6; 119;40; Prov 	3:5; Mtt 5:48; Jn 1:14; 176-19;  19:4; Ac  2:46-47; Phil 3:12,15; Heb 2:10; 4:12; 5:9; 7:28]. 


5	Nowhere in Scripture was “perfection” equated to the law or directly to sinlessness. At the believer’s Spiritual re-birth Christ’s truth commenced the process of transformation. “Being complete” 	would take place only at the glory of Christ’s 2nd Appearance. Those who passed before rested until that Day when together all in union with Christ rose into Christ’s perfection. The authority to 	proceed in “being like Christ” was given however it took time and perseverance. Paul rejected as darkening counsel, those who claimed their works earned God’s favour independent of Jesus’ 	obedience and equally he stated their evil works were revealed by their separation from God, see [Jb 1:1; 36:4; Ps 18:30; 19:7; 104:24; 77:11-20; Jn 3:19; 9;3-4; 19:30; Ac 4:12; 2 Ti 3:17; Js 2:14-	26; 3:2; Heb 2:17; 4:14ff; 5:2-7; 7:25; 10:19ff;1 Pe 2:2; 1 Jn 1:8 – 2:2]. 


6	Paul wisely located the “imperfect” as the place where sinful desires were not yet forgiven nor cut away, hence the “written charges” against the imperfect were with effect having not been 	destroyed by the nails of Christ’s Cross. Paul itemised the list of God’s Commandments left unobeyed, which meant it was open for them who were imperfect to come under judgment since God 	simply vindicated the righteous. The New Testament Salvation of Christ was accorded highest place and the “being perfected” Church was led by Christ’s example, who in His perfection opened 	His arms to receive sinners and forgive their sins, thus taking away the “written charges”. The Church having perpetual access to Father God and inter alia prayed that He would reveal Jesus to 	sinners and bound and loosed as envisaged by Scripture [Mtt 9:13;11:27; 16:19; 21:13; Jn 20:23; Ac1:14; 10:43; 2 Cor13:9; Phil 4:6; Col 2:13-15; 1 Ti 1:15; Heb 10:12;1 Pe 3:12; Rev 5:8].  
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Graeme and his wife Vel continue with the primary objective of reading Scripture, where it was recorded Salvation1 was a free gift by God to all nations, tongues and creeds and the reading is from Psalm 32:6 “[N]ow I say that each believer should confess his sins to God when he is aware of them, while there is time to be forgiven. Judgment will not touch him if he does”. Scripture recorded twelve categories that pertained to Salvation comprehensively in - a) supplied by God in abundance; b) availability through Christ; c) attached conditions; d) the gift was free; e) reception was by faith; f) the purpose for Salvation was pre-destined; g) a characteristic was Grace; h) neglect of one’s Salvation was possible; i) the Day of Salvation i.e. the era was pre-planned by God the Redeemer; j) the possibility existed for all to be saved; k) as a promise; l) sought extensively throughout the world; m) the opposite of Salvation was Condemnation. The thread of Salvation was woven into the fabric of Adam and Eve’s existence and into the history of man. The Psalmist sang that it was good to be forgiven since only forgiveness brought true happiness under the time of God’s favour and that when men asked God to forgive sins He gave an authentic deep lasting happiness that incorporated blessed relief of freedom from guilt2. Isaiah, whose name meant “Salvation of Jehovah” and who was well known for his prophecies regarding redemption lived during the reign of a remarkable and successful king, who unfortunately over-estimated his own importance when he attempted to take over the role of God’s holy priests by neglecting due reverence to God’s order. Through Isaiah, God promised the Messiah with qualification would deliver and transform souls who lived in darkness into a refreshing garden of the Lord. Isaiah defined Salvation as - i) the wells of Salvation; ii) the joy of Salvation; iii) the walls of Salvation; iv) Salvation as everlasting; v) the Day of Salvation; vi) the feet of those heralding; vii) the spread of Salvation; viii) God’s arm of Salvation; ix) the helmut of Salvation; x) the Light of Salvation3. Jesus the Messiah Himself declared God’s Favour meant that all nations, cultures and tongues were invited to accept Salvation4, in addition, Scripture noted other aspects5 of Salvation plus the manner in which one might accept God’s Salvation6.  ANY PERSON who wishes to open their heart to the Lord Jesus in response to God’s free gift of Salvation, may ask the Lord Jesus for deliverance from sin.      





Footnotes


1	The Lord Jesus related the Father in heaven sought worshippers to worship Him in Spirit and in truth, which came as a result of accepting Salvation. The Apostolic impact was seen in - Doctor 	Luke cited Isaiah that all flesh shall recognize the Salvation of God; Peter elucidated that Salvation could not be found in any other but Jesus’ name; Paul and Barnabas declared Salvation had 	moved onto the Gentiles due to the purposes of God as He extended it to the ends of the earth; To the Corinthians Paul rendered that this era was the accepted time of Salvation, also translated 	as God’s favour to accept those who wanted to be with Him in Christ; to the Ephesians Paul noted that Salvation was the Word of truth and and it Sealed; to the Philippians Paul admonished they 	work out their Salvation with deep reverence for God, which meant that they now had a new Master - the generous, kind, loving, comforting, forgiving God; to the Thessalonians Paul attested 	Salvation governed one’s mental faculties, which he later to the young Timothy encouraged the study of God’s Word to fulfill his calling; the Hebrews author/s warned against neglect of so great a 	Salvation which meant one ought to pay attention and thank God each day for His Grace. Peter the Apostle invited believers to consider how the ancient prophets earnestly enquired after, 	thoroughly investigated and prayed often to God regarding His Grace to all nations; Peter equated God’s patience with Salvation; Jude Thaddeus noted Salvation’s line of authority and remarked 	that believers should always be alert to prove their Salvation, see [Lk 3:4; Jn 4:22; Ac 4:12; 13:47; 2 Cor 6:2; Eph 1:13; Phil 2:12; 1 Thess 5:8; 2 Ti 2:15; Hebr 2:3; 1 Pe 1:10; 2 Pe 3:15; Ju :3].  


2	David with zeal for God’s house, knew God was a Rescuer and that because His Salvation was truth, it declared the time for forgiveness was “now” since God had leaned in with interest to hear 	all genuine confession and was ready with His plentiful supply of love, wisdom and kindness. David submitted to the Great Shepherd and made a commitment to reconstruct his behaviour out of 	gratitude to God, see [Ps 69:13; 95:7].


3	See [Isa 12:3; 25:9; 26:1; 45:17; 49:8; 52:7; 52:10; 59:16; 61:10; 62:1].   


4	Essential to Christ’s success were the nails that held Him to the Cross that Spiritually consisted of two criteria – i) the Son’s resignation to Father’s Will in being the Sacrifice; ii) the Saviour’s Love 	for mankind, that at God’s prescribed time the harvest of millions upon millions of saved souls who would stand before God the Redeemer, see [Ps 51:13; 126:6; Lk  15:6-7; Jn 4:36; Ac 15:3; 1 Th 	2:19-20; Heb 12:2; Rev 3:20].  


5	a) One cannot inherit it; b) why Jesus was sent to save mankind; c) it is essential to follow Christ thereafter; d) it is our greatest hope; e) don’t assume someone can’t be saved; f) the security of; 	g) obedience to the law did not give Salvation; h) why does God save us by faith alone?; i) it will never disappoint; j) will those who never hear the Gospel be saved?; k) it was God plan; l) it 	required trust; m) it gave new life that involved a daily committment; n) baptism in water commanded; o) “Christ in me” took the place of the old man/woman’s ego; p) apathy was replaced by joy, 	thankfulness, service, forgiveness that was effected daily [Ge 28:10-15; Mtt 1:21; 24:13; Jn 3:8; 6:39; Ac 21:23-24; Ro 3:28; 6:2-13; 10:11; Gal 2:20; Col 2:4-13; 3:1-3; Hebr 11:6; 1 Pe 1:20].    


6	There was no way a person could ever work to win God’s favour. One had to respond to the heart as it desired God and sought Godly relationship, no matter how inconvenient, how busy, or 	wherever the location. Jesus taught we cannot put off accepting the Lord because the door would not stay open forever. Salvation was a gift, therefore one simply chose for oneself and asked 	God for Christ’s Salvation with gratitude. We urge you thereafter seek a Minister at  a Church serving Christ the Lord, for personal prayer [Lk 13;24,25; 2 Ti 2:15].  


	In testimony, Graeme and Vel – “We have been reading Scripture systematically, in great detail and it is a blessing knowing the Lord Jesus Spiritually and physically in our daily lives.”





Your Great Name  -  Todd Dulaney, Dontaniel Kimbrough, Entertainment One music © 2016     
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Graeme and his wife Vel make the point for Spiritual discipline where we read from Luke 12:22-44. Jesus the Lord saliently addressed His disciples and warmly called them “Little Flock”, an endearing name that represented men and women who, although they were a mere handful, were faithful in their discipline and lifestyle to spread the Gospel that years following created the Church of whom Christ was Head. It was Christ’s teaching that Father in heaven had pre-creation, made provision for His children’s needs from day to day, that they should be free from the genus of anxiety that was borne from greed and coveting1. The Lord widened the scope of His teaching with love towards the multitudes where He emphasized the value of prioritizing the kingdom of heaven. He passionately guided the crowds towards the future promise of reward in the restored earthly kingdom at His 2nd Appearance. The nature of wellness derived from the subsistence of a robust and vital relationship with Abba Father was portrayed by the Lord where obedience and trust released the believer from anxiety2 of being ill-prepared, that caused one to forfeit eternal peace with God. The baleful effects of worry on people often concerned Jesus the Lord with practical implication who on occasions had drawn  drew near to His disciples and close friends at suppers in the home of Lazarus, Mary and Martha and assuaged their fears with words of comfort - “Let your whole heart cheer up”, “Let not your hearts be troubled”,, “Cling to Me” and “Rather think on these things”.  As a consequence, the Lord further preached on the impact of discipline on Spiritual character, that it strengthened and developed through pressure and difficult circumstances; and the import of being clothed in Him [Isa 61:10].  The Master was also known as the “Bridegroom”, the profoundly beautiful illustration that originated from the Old Testament had reference to intense joy, heightened Spiritual3 connection and union to which the Lord Jesus often related, regarding joyful re-union with His Church. ANY PERSON who wishes to give of their time and heart to Jesus the Lord, may ask Him for His saving Grace to fill your heart as you repent of your sins.      





Footnotes


1	The Lord warned “moths will destroy” and “thieves will steal” the heap of earthly possessions hoarded by societies that grimly and satirically arose, structured by Scripture as exclusive luxurious 	wealth that projected onto man and diverted his focus. The Sovereign God’s blessings were not always in the form of possessions, as James countered at around AD 49, He blessed people with 	wisdom and the right motives, who were not partial exclusively to the wealthy. Abba Father was attentive to His saints and taught an existence of heavenly value and in fact one of the marks of 	childhood condoned by Scripture and indeed, encouraged into adult Christian life was the aspect of ‘dependance’ upon God. At around AD 35 the spread of Christ’s message, verified through 	public proclamation [3,000 was a large number] was sourced in the Upper Room group of 120 who had waited for 40 days, who longed for God’s Presence and believed Christ was the fulfillment 	of the Old Testament. They stepped outside their comfort and shared all their extra for purposes of unity, faith, hope and love, that was a direct result of Jesus’ prayers a priori His Crucifiction and 	Ascension. The hoarders of wealth at around AD 49 had never been tried or tested in God’s purifying Refiner which meant they bore the image of their metal-plated idols. Future circuitous society 	[we are unaware of the “who”], earned a place of mention in Revelation where their amassed wealth made no difference to God since He was aware of it being easily lost. Gross selfish 	abundance led to Spiritual blindness, revealed with clarity throughout Scripture that highlighted manipulation and greed, depicted globally - “across many waters” -  which was a far far cry from the 	humble, warm, simple existence of the Lord who shared humanely with His disciples that He Himself had personally felt “pent up” as He headed towards the location that secured the Grace of His 	Salvation. What a precious moment, [Dt 6:10-13; Eccl ch 1,7; Prov 17:3;Isa 44:15; Hab 2:18; Mtt 6:33; 18;3; ch24; Lk 12:50; Jn 12:40; ch17; Ac 20:34-35; 1 Cor 8:4; Rev ch16,18].


2	Regarding the topic of preparation - Lord Jesus did not say stop preparing, He advised to stop worrying. Being alert and prepared at around AD 30-95 and in the modern era, was requisite in most 	of the tasks believers undertook however anxiety stemmed from details beyond one’s control, that took place where intricate preparation was eclipsed by another event e.g. the 2008 world-wide 	theft of money; a pricey purchase of a useless asset that could endure only for one hour; directoral embezzlement; food shortages due to manipulation etc. Scripture, at such times regarded 	anxiety as in need of wisdom – i) avoid gullibility; ii) not to lash out; iii) never to blame God; iv) forego tensions; v) Jesus suggested - don’t be reluctant, ask God for wisdom; vi) not to dampen 	one’s soul by the frustration of hardship. vii) Scripture recorded that God in His power and wisdom blended adversity and prosperity so that - a) none but He and Christ could predict the future; 


	b) human knowledge, reasoning and philosophy could not be relied on; c) man would never be wholly satisfied with assets rooted in the land because God had “planted eternity in the hearts of 	mankind”; d) God’s pre-destined provision for testing and trying in His Refiner not only trimmed off the dross from believing hearts, it brought character and honed the heart into only One image, 	that of Christ; e) Believers were to remain receptive to God’s Word regarding profits and extra possessions in order to bless others e.g. inter alia Abraham blessed; Jesus Christ blessed the world 	with Salvation; Joseph of Arimathea blessed the Lord; the woman with expensive perfumed oil blessed Jesus; the Church, instead of impressing society with its wealth, rendered it  for God’s 	usage. God was pleased from day to day when character won over appearance [Ge 12:1-3; 13:11; Dt 11:12; Job 36:7; Ps 90:12; 101:6; 139;16; Prov 8:10;10:23; 19:3; 22:10; 17:12; 26:3; 27:3; 	Eccl 3:11; Hos 10:12; Mtt 11:27; 24:38; Lk 11:3; Jn 9;24-32; 14:2; 15:6; 1 Cor 1:27; 2 Cor 4:16,18; Eph 2:10; 5:5; Col 3:5; Js 2:2-4; 1 Pe 1:13; 2:9; 2 Pe 3:3].   


3	The Bridegroom and Bride, words quite naturally complementary to each other found reference in Scripture, parallel to “mirth and gladness”. Yahweh the Bridegroom loved His chosen nation  	Old Testament Israel and entered into reciprocal Covenant of “mirth and gladness”.  It has long been established the parable in Matthew alluded to the Lord Jesus of divine designation, Messiah, 	and Bridegroom who sought out His Bride, the Church and entered into synagraphic New Covenant, fully attested to in Scripture, see [Ps 128; Jer 2:2; 7:34; Mtt 25:1-12; 26:28; Rev 22:17]. 


		  


Our God Saves - Paul Baloche, Brenton Brown, and 1000 strong leadership congregation “singing as one”, on a Friday night outside Toronto, published by C.Ryan Dunham, Integrity music © 2016  
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Graeme and his wife Vel proffer brief didactic meaning to words Christ spoke for New Testament purposes where He commanded God’s Law was encapsulated into exclusively two Commandments - love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul and mind; love your neighbour as yourself, read in Scripture at Matthew 21, 22:37,39, read with Acts 7:1-60; 8:1-12. In context, Jesus had intensified His teaching to the level of forthright admonishment towards the religious leaders for misdirection of God’s laws. At the Temple in Bethany He had overthrown the counters of doubtless highly lucrative dealers and called God’s House, a House of Prayer; He had called the fig tree ‘dead’; He had called the Stone which the builders rejected the “Capstone”; further He had stated “many are called, but few are chosen” and when questioned by a lawyer about “which was the great Commandment in the law” the Lord answered by demonstrating one’s love for God and secondly love for one’s neighbour, upon which hung all the law and the Prophets. The Lord gave believers a firsthand taste of the extent to which He would go that illustrated His love for God in that He obeyed God to the Cross; and taught His disciples likewise. In loving His neighbour and enemies our Lord at the moment prior to death prayed for them who Crucified Him and further in particular, Scripture revealed Jesus had prayed [seated at God’s right hand] for His “enemy” that appeared at around AD 35 in the form of a zealous religious, honest young man1, who persecuted Jesus’ Church and whom Jesus’ prayers by God’s Spirit powerfully transformed2 into a servant of Christ, who’s transliterated works remained rooted in “the mind of Christ”. Paul’s corpus3, individual Epistles and reformation doctrine regarding righteousness and redemption centred expressly on Christ’s teachings, Paul encouraged the reading of in the Churches. The Lord Jesus considered Himself bound by Mosaic institutions however ex post facto His death and Resurrection the way opened for justification, historically and doctrinally identified by Paul succinctly as the “righteousness of Christ apart from the Law”. The corporate “body of Christ” was best understood by Paul - not in terms of Gnostic mythology nor Stoic metaphor - but from the Old Testament Hebrew concept of solidarity in the “first Adam” except Christ called the body into solidarity of “one ethnic background and social status that exhibited Christ’s love4” which Paul developed further by preaching love was pre-eminent5. His eschatology for purposes of faith held God continued to unite Jew and Gentile in the new Jerusalem, ruled by His Son. ANY PERSON who wishes to be born-again to uphold God’s law of faith to love God and his her neighbour and enemy, as taught by Jesus the Messiah, may ask Jesus the Lord of Lords’ for Salvation.      





Footnotes


1	God created Paul with a conscience and zeal as indicated in Paul’s remark “I have lived with all good conscience before God until this day” and his threats, murder and sinister search warrant 	ready in his pocket for binding people “of the Way”. Jesus guided Paul’s zeal so that it operated under the law of love, radiantly centred upon Christ and with a deep strong love for the Church 	in that he consistently pointed the body to Jesus, Son of the Most High; he lifted high Christ’s name, made it lofty, extended it, enhanced it, pressed onwards, increased its influence and himself 	bore fruit 	from Jesus’ message of forgiveness for sins including for the Gentiles. Paul preached in the Synagogues and witnessed to the Jewish leaders who brought their arguments, however 	Paul, devout and learned in Old Testament law had grown up in a university town and was now “in Christ” and offered Salvation first to the Jews and then to all the nations.  It was necessary 	to first preach to the Jews because God had always planned the Jewish nation would be His light and through Israel came Jesus of Nazareth the  Light of the nations. Paul loved his people and 	afforded opportunity to hear Christ’s saving Grace and when they refused to hear, Paul continually and faithfully preached, [Ge 12:3; Isa 49:6; Lk 2:32; Ac 13:13-50; 24:16]. 


2	A calling from Yahweh in the Old Testament meant a patriarch or Prophet was “summoned by name” or “God gave a name to” in order to “serve God” in a theological sense for a particular defined 	purpose in relationship with God and His nominee e.g. Israel epitomized God’s Call to be a separate nation, carry His name forward and bore the privilege of protection afforded by His name. In 	the New Testament, the Call of God now progressed  “in Christ Jesus” and none other than Paul made it abundantly clear that Christ’s Call came from God, the Gospel for Salvation by 	sanctification. John a fellow disciple of Christ crystallized “who” was Called - the sons of the family of Abraham and those who feared God which Paul carried through to - children of God as 	believers, the Called, the Chosen and particularly revealing was Christ’s Calling of Paul i.e. Jesus’ arrest of Paul in brilliant Light that blinded yet rendered Paul  “responsive” (. Our Lord’s 	personal revelation of knowledge that pertained to Saul’s threats and murders was noteworthy regarding Abba Father’s protection in that He knew what believers needed. Christ’s invitation for 	Paul into an enjoyable, soul-satisfying relationship as a vessel chosen to bear His name, pointed to the task prepared ahead albeit fulfillment at a prescribed time. Let us remember that Paul had 	been brought up “at his mother’s knee” and had studied religious law “at the feet of the sage Gamaliel”, which made Paul’s response one of exceptional respect and significance. He encouraged 	the Church into the reality of fellow-heirs, he cried out with perspective to God for their safety and longed as Isaiah did, to see God’s children mature and busy with God’s Will, see [Ge 4:26; 1 Sa 	3:4;  Isa 43:1; 45:22; Jn 14:18; Ac 9:1-22; 13:26,47; Ro 8:28ff; Phil 3:14; Js 1:27].


3	Gleaned inter alia from Paul’s co-worker doctor Luke’s carefully preserved detailed witness testimonies of Christ that he carried in a bulky bundle, see [Luke 1:1-3; Col 4:14; 2 Ti 4:11; Phm 24].    


4	Love to God, love for Christ, God’s Spirit, love for – God’s House; the Church; mothers and fathers, conjugal; brothers and sisters in the Lord; family, friends, country, enemies. 


5	Love was the greatest; it counted above circumcision; God’s Spirit produced its fruit; believers should be rooted and established in love; God’s love was distinguished and honourable; it was not 	mere knowledge it actually worked!; a gift of love towards Abba Father would be a sacrifice for someone the believer might not like; love bound together the gifts; love put the believer to the proof 	of – true discipleship; genuine service; holy speech; new Life; going the 	‘extra mile’ for an enemy. Falling short of God’s love meant disclosure of weakness to God since it was not perfection God 	sought but obedience and purification had already been accomplished, see [Jn 13:35; 21:16; 1 Cor 13:1,13; Gal 5:6,22; Eph 3:17-19; 5;2; Col 1:8; 3:14; 1 Ti 6:11; Js 5:16; 1 Jn 1:9; 3:14; 4:16,20].	


Only You  -  Crowder Band with Jason Solley, Mike Dodson, Mike Hogan © 2003
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Graeme and his wife Vel read from John 4:31-38 and proffer a non-exhaustive explanation on the matter of relief and Spiritual nourishment for the soul. The difference in approach by the disciples and Lord Jesus was that the disciples misunderstood nourishment to singularly mean organic food while the Lord spoke of oecumenical nourishment that wholly satisfied a person’s soul1.  The food to which the Lord referred He defined as working in accordance with the Will2 of His Father and He imparted heavenly knowledge as He pointed to fields of souls for harvest3, souls that were ready for “re-birth” brought about by the Spirit of God. At the moment a person’s soul found relief in the Saviour they were enabled to see and participate in His kingdom, its attributes, its characteristics and its progression4 to which Jesus clarified all who worked the purposes of God would receive approval from the Father, equally. Daniel the prophet, provided a basic framework of Jewish and Gentile history from Nebuchadnezzar to the advent of Jesus Christ, who interpreted the full blessedness found by those working God’s will, which at around AD 26, Christ compared to the production of fruit5 - unlike its counterpart of being non-profitable6. ANY PERSON searching for God who wishes to surrender your soul to the Redeemer Jesus for Salvation and labour for God’s kingdom, may pray and ask the Saviour Jesus.   





Footnotes


1	Scripture’s doctrine of the soul considered three aspects – i) the soul could feel distress; ii) the soul was immortal; iii) the soul was precious to God. 


2	The “food” of Jesus pertained to the cancellation of the first system in favor of a far better system of sacrifices. The old ceremonial law, by no means eliminated God’s law. The old 	ceremonial law was the vehicle used by God to prepare people for the Advent of Christ and at His death and resurrection the entire old law with its ethics and morals had been fulfilled in Him who 	received its punishment for mankind’s breach of its terms. Jesus enumerated the reasons for being sent was to – proclaim Salvation; administer forgiveness for sins; exhibit righteousness; teach 	others, see [Ge 2:16; Ex 12:11; Dt 8:16; 14:4; Ps 40:7-8; Isa 55:1; 65:25; Ezek 3:1; Mtt 26:26; Ro 14:20; 1 Cor 5:11; 11:26; 2 Thess 3:10; Heb 10: 9; Rev 2:7; 10:10].


3	The Doctrine of Scripture allowed that Almighty God’s will for seedtime and harvest continued throughout the ages until His prescribed end and a few examples were – i) the  stipulated physical 	Feast of the Harvest with first-fruits offerings; ii) Jesus used the window of opportunity as He called souls into the kingdom of God and taught others to do likewise; iii) the Lord, since His 	Father desired generosity and nourishment of the poorest of souls, remembered to treat as fragile the 	poor. He elevated those who possessed less than He and similar to a horticulturalist who 	used special tools to harvest delicate herbs, He took individual circumstances and weaknesses into account as He offered Salvation and hope; iv) Ruth and Naomi returned to Jerusalem at a time 	of hope and plenty where abundance left over after the Spring harvest they gleaned from. Boaz sent out a note requiring the labourers leave the left-over barley for the poor; v) the miraculous 	event of a thunderstorm that brought rain at a dry time was wonderful however the Lord enquired how much good a thunderstorm would be if its rain rotted the wheat a priori the harvest, that 	demonstrated God’s displeasure at Israel asking Him for a king that if unprofitable, would not be a good harvest; vi) Solomon at around 970 B.C. contrasted the productive person against one who 	was lazy and directed it better to seize God’s gift of time to do work that found His approval, see [Gen 8:22; Ex 23:16; Dt  24:19; Ru 1:22; 1 Sa 12:17; Prov 10:5; 26:1].  


4	Paul’s labour for Christ was accomplished in countless Churches. Corinth, well known for its proverbial immoralities and competitiveness, even after being rebuilt by Caesar at around 46 	B.C., and its prosperity recovered as was evident from the wide displays of meat in the markets, one agent attempting to out-sell the other. The matter that dealt with “idol-offered meat” was 	succinctly dealt with by principled believers, which proved that although Corinth was still steeped in idol-worship, the Church as a body of people operated in God’s wisdom, guided by Paul. 	Scripture also recorded the noteworthy actions of Judge Gallio, Magistrate of public works at around AD 51 whose favourable adjudication for the defendants translated “an easy path” for the 	spread of the  Gospel, since Magistrates refused to hear non-specific charges brought against Christians; in addition the aedile Erastus, treasurer of Rome, whose notable labour of love that laid 	the public pavement at his own expense, was greeted by Paul in letter to Rome that assured Christ’s followers an equal reward, see [Dan 12:3; Ro 16:23;1 Cor 3:5-9].


5	Jesus urged all believers to grasp the tasks assigned to each one by the Everlasting Father “before night fell” and all work came to an end, which described the time in humankind’s history when 	an attempt by some ruler could be made to cease religion [the daily sacrifice] across a wide spectrum, globally, that might not of necessity be a line drawn, it could be notes of scorn through multi 	mediums; the deception that religion “was of no consequence” or the alternative – humanism, where “group” portrayal appeared “more palatable”. In addition the Lord pointed to lawlessness as 	causa causans to a general exasperation, all of which Scripture has determined at the Lord’s prescribed time would trigger the Lord’s judgments of - boils on the  face and body of His enemies, 	contaminated waters; great hailstone damage worldwide; very dangerous earthquakes; insect plagues and pathogen plagues; scorching sun blasts etc. 	According to Revelation, no person knew 	when such a time would arise, suffice to say believers were warned to be alert to the speed of increase of events and potential harvest of souls [Matt 24; Jn 9:4; Rev ch1-6; ch 7-19].  


5	What sort of behaviour bore the non-profitable shame of the carnal person’s harvest – i) greed; ii) useless idolatry; iii) ill-gotten treasures; iii) blame; iv) lack of focus regarding Salvation; v) inability 	to recognize God’s love; vi) uncharitableness; vii) lawlessness. These would have no share in the kingdom of God, if left unrepented.  


	 


Father’s Heart  -  Jorim Kelly, Hillsong Publishing © 2011











Lord Jesus is able to save completely and welcomes all nations and creeds into Almighty God’s House of Salvation with authority and strength;  


There is nothing like Everlasting Father and Jesus the Prince of Peace anywhere in heaven; who deserve the highest praises..
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Graeme and his wife Vel denote the religious nature of God’s law as expounded by the Lord Jesus, read at Mark 7:1-16 read with Luke 4:14-22. The religious leaders at around AD 26 were placed on the receiving end of the Lord Jesus’ scolding pertaining to the nuanced increments that by rote, nullified God’s Word. The criticisms canvassed by the Lord Jesus were cast not upon scribal error, nor exposed documents over the ravages of time nor to problematic custodial care or even to Levitical law changes that broadened the pool of priests. The elements of Jesus’ pointed discussion went to issues such as - language bias; innate hostility towards God, an inculcated spirit of ceremonialism and legalism, gratuitous excisions and the mass of supplements1 that brought confusion, not to mention the aspect of idolatry that pertained to claims of self-importance. The Saviour’s obedient moral uprightness proved His competency and authentic commentary on the Word of God, where e.g. the Sermon on the Mount He juxta-positioned with “[y]ou have heard it said” and “[b]ut I say to you” 2. The New Testament material originated with Christ, filled with God’s Spirit and extensively well known for His sermons. The Lord Jesus attended Synagogue service in His hometown, where as usual, it was required of Him to read from the Old Testament, particularly at Isaiah 61:1-23 which addressed the anointing upon the sent One; the Gospel; Spiritual liberty; emancipation and God’s promises; Christ in the office of prophet; good tidings and the opportunity for God’s favour, through Christ. The Apostles from AD 49 – 


AD 95 optimistically and cautiously occupied themselves with providing truthful proclamation of the faith of Christ, espoused by the Church via - the kērygmatic message; Christ’s theology; God’s purpose; patterns for service, devotion and procedural matters - in the midst of life whose people on the one hand saw vast Roman trade and much commerce4 and on the other hand were impoverished. The Apostles and the Church did encounter persecution that spiralled out of control, which was nothing new since it was part of their Jewish heritage, still, it beset and plagued the Church era at around AD 60 - AD 95.  ANY PERSON who genuinely wishes to strive to lay hold of God and His righteousness, should pray earnestly for Salvation and to be led by Jesus’ truth.    





Footnotes


1	The literary shape of Deuteronomy at around 1445 B.C and its underlying central concept provided clues to securing the blessings of Yahweh and clearly evident was the powerful influence of 	Moses, of whom Paul the Apostle at around AD 49 and AD 55 spoke when he looked to original intention, dispensed “under Moses’ economy” was actually Yahweh’s two-fold law –  a) that 	extolled the  Mercies of God, and; b) that placed God in the midst of His Covenant community “under His economy”. The additions of the Pharisees couched hundreds of trifling rules e.g. on 	external matters such as keeping Sabbath, extra rules; retaliatory measures; vow taking, provided funds for the Temple over aging parents; and attempts to excise David’s name - referenced 300 	years after his death - from the book of Amos, which had the air of a special pleading. Thus, tradition that primarily focused on humans, had been assigned a place of sacred standing. The fact 	that other Semitic kingdoms of the same cultural background had been 	literate a millenium preceding, meant little to God since He inscribed His law, to His prescribed servants, at His prescribed 	time and in His prescribed favour. Jesus the Lord, in His unique human approach considered it grave that God’s Word was invalidated since the unsaved needed to – i) be able to detect their sinful 	incapacity to approach God; ii) know God’s pre-ordained Salvation was freely available in Christ, see [Gen 17:2-4; Dt 4:12; Amos 6:1-8; Mtt 15:6; Lk 6:39; Ro 4:16; 10:9-13].        


2	Where the Old Testament law stipulated adultery was wrong, the Lord emphasized fidelity of mind, body and soul in order to forge the tight bond between husband and wife. Where Moses urged 	not to break a vow before God, the Lord Jesus warned believers to never be hasty with a vow, instead to honour their simple word. The lex talionis provided for retaliation in the Old Testament 	however under the economy of Grace, Jesus urged believers into good works to friends and the despicable alike and the sons of the Father in heaven should seek God’s help regarding 	the issue plus the precept that each one’s soul was not harmed by mere eating and drinking but established instead by what they thought and the words they spoke, see [Mtt 	5:21-43]. 


3	The climate of the times Isaiah lived in was such that society was in a great upheaval and under two kings the N and S had divided and reverted to idolatry. The N had sinned greatly against God 	and the S was headed along an identical path i.e. they had perverted the course of justice, oppressed the poor and depended upon military aid rather than provision by God. Isaiah was tuned in to 	God and was called to a difficult mission. He related to people who believed they were blessed by God yet he had to reveal that God would destroy them due to Covenant disobedience. Isaiah’s 	primary message was to Judah – beauty and unity - although he spoke to Israel as a whole. His ministry began with words of warning - the S had forgotten God and had broken their contract with 	Him. Isaiah prophesied for a meaningful relationship with God where it was required of them that they obeyed His instructions and communicated regularly with Him; and that judgment from other 	nations was a fact of life however everyone could still enjoy a special relationship with God. The importance of Isaiah’s message was that at times God’s people Israel suffered judgment and 	discipline 	before they were restored to God. Isaiah revealed seven things to those whom God’s Spirit filled, that were everlasting - strength, judgments; joy; Salvation; kindness; Covenant; Light, 	see [Dt 28; Isa 26:4; 33:14; 35:10; 45:17; 54:8; 55:3; 60:19; 61:1-2; Jer 34:9; Da 9:24; Na 1:15] 	


4	From the bulk of agriculture, weaving, dyeing, manufacturing, craftsmanship and transportation of bullion along major routes in the Old Testament, to the harbourless, broken borders and petty 	trades of an under-privileged land at around 4 B.C., Israel lay in the hands of organised Rome, whose great volumes of overseas trade had wide influence. Great drafts of sombre State 	interference dampened trade for Jerusalem and economic disruption soon followed. Certain localities became famous for specialised commerce exchanged in the hands of clever specialist 	traders, distributed via private enterprise in - bronze, purple dye, cilicium, leather, pottery, black fleece, wools, white garments and eye-salve, see [Acts 18:3; 1 Cor13:12; Rev 3:14-18].	 





Whom shall I fear  - Chris Tomlin from the album “Let the Future begin”, produced by Nathan Nockels © 2016
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Graeme and his wife Vel in our weekly Bible-study, within Matthew’s theme of Salvation and love, properly consider the words of Christ to a Centurion, where we read from Matthew 8:1-13, in the well documented series of Jesus’ miracles. At the foot of the mountain, Jesus the Lord was approached by a worshipper who had contracted leprosy and who implored the Lord for healing. The Lord’s personal contact graciously healed the leper, with strict instructions that he show public testimony of his cure [Lev 14:1-5]. Upon entry into Capernaum [village of Nahum1] and in a close association with the Roman Centurion, the Lord, who was sent first and foremost to preach to the Jews, heard what the officer had to say. The Centurion could have allowed many obstacles to stand between himself and the Lord such as pride, doubt, money, language, distance, time, self-sufficiency, race and power, however in the time bar he had, he knew only One2 who had the class of power that was needed for the healing of his servant at home racked with paralysis and pain. The Lord had on many occasions rebuked disbelief and publicly acknowledged that healing was far from being a theatrical sensation since it demanded faith and here the officer showed a level of trust and deep understanding commensurate to that which Jesus had rarely come across. He could see the matter was of deep interest to the officer, in addition, with clarity Jesus could not help but notice something unexpected - a non-commissioned officer under the preponderance of the elaborate, detailed Roman army3, showed concern for his servant4. The Centurion spoke the language of mercy, since the role of servant Jesus particularly recognized and being the Source of all comfort who worked His Father’s purposes of mercy that would outlast the years, the Lord Jesus with a stunning display of healing-across-distance, rewarded the Centurion’s personal confidence in His work on earth and publicly applauded the Gentile5.  ANY PERSON who wishes to be teachable not unreachable and who seeks Christ earnestly, may pray and ask Him to place in you His Salvation and He shall      





Footnotes


1	In Nahum’s small prophecy of doom at around 632 B.C. he described a majestic God who’s objective zeal accomplished punishment for nations who committed grievous acts. Nahum’s words did 	not contain the sinister connotations that attached when used by mankind e.g. the dispensing of words from them not committed to God’s Covenant brought not Life but death and were circuitous, 	infecting generations with pride. No power on earth was a suitable substitute for God’s mercy. Nahum prophesied that those who continued trusting in God, would be kept safe forever since the 	Majesty on High controlled nations, the forces of nature, the storm, flow and quantity of rivers, fountains and seas and all peoples, where He alone had the right to insist on complete allegiance. 	In addition He punished unrepentant Assyria/Ninevah into whom much trade had poured, who had engaged in search for prey and who had returned to the sin that Jonah warned against. God 	placed Ninevah in ruins [a decade later] where people shook 	their heads in disbelief. Judah was still under command to keep her solemn feasts and perform her vows before the Lord, to walk 	humbly and do what was right, see [Josh 5:13-15; 1 Ki 22:19; 2 Ki 6:7; Nahum ch 1-3; Rev 19:14,19].


2	Christ was appealing. Large crowds followed Him, some people bowed before Him, many people gathered around Him and the success of His miracles was causa causans to multitudes 	that pressed in to touch Him, that listened with delight to His parables, that were healed of many diseases, ailments and generational illnesses. Multitudes listened to the Word of God with 	joy and even his mother and brothers could not get near Him due to the enthralled people who pushed their way in, who reached out and touched even a piece of His garment. The Centurion had, 	like many 	others, heard of the miracles and his optimism piqued. He was alive to the fact that Jesus had access to a unique and mighty authority and He knew how to use it. It was therefore with 	a hopeful mind that he approached the Lord, see [Mtt 4:25; 8:1; 19:2; Mk 2:2; 3:10; 5:6; Lk 5:1; 8:19; 8:45; 9:37; Jn 12:32].


3	The Centurion did not practise the art of diplomatic imperialism nor was he concerned about the creation and consolidation of new provinces and neither did he have to worry about risking his 	wealth and liberty on any unpredictable conflict for land. He was a product of the centralised administration of Rome and preserved magisterial security where he enjoyed the rights and privileges 	pertaining to his office, exercised authority that covered one hundred soldiers and with ambition that extended to possibly becoming one of four cohorts in charge of a legion numbering 	6,000 soldiers which meant that He well understood the pressures, manipulations and sway that came with the seat of authority. He had the ability to see the unimpeded command Jesus the Lord 	worked with – little ritual, only one command and a heart of compassion – Himself as a servant to the poor, the afflicted and by implication divine Son [Mtt 7:28f; 8:8f; Jn 1:9; 5:19,22f;1 Cor 1:8]. 


4	The servant could be a retainer, or hired hand paid for the work and one not free to do his or her own bidding. Most were free to leave if voluntary or through choice to move on to another 	employment. Isaiah called Israel the servant of the Lord, since He chose them and their descendants from Abraham, a friend of God. The Lord promised He would strengthen them, uphold them 	and help them according to the Covenant they kept with God. Jesus the Lord was God’s Servant, His Elect One, upon whom the Spirit of God dwelt, who would bring in the Gentiles Scripture 	categorized pre-Christ as “dimly-burning and broken”. He would gently bring forth justice and truth in accordance with the zeal of God that had Creational power to “go the lengthy distance of 	eternity”. The word ‘servant’ was applied to Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Moses and the Lord; and the Church was under directive to preach to Jew, Gentile, bondslave and freeman. To serve God 	meant one was His servant continually and as Paul the Apostle conveyed, Onesimus who served him, was like a son to him, see [Ge 26:24; 24:14; Dt 34:5; Ps 78:70; Isa 41:8-10; 42:1-4; Ezek 	28:25; Da 6:20; Mk 10:42-45; Acts 3:13, 26; 4:27; Philm 10 and 12]. 


5	The word “Gentile” emanated from the Hebrew gȏyím which meant the “affinity of all nations” or “those who ventured abroad” in the tradition of Noah’s descendants and therefore was originally 	intended definitively and not narrowly. The nation of Israel was called to be separate from all other nations, however suffered a compromise, which commenced the era of Christ’s Salvation  	where He preached and offered Grace firstly to the Children of Israel and thereafter to those abroad who were predestined by Scripture to an assigned place in the prophecies of the kingdom and 	invited to participate in the New Covenant by declaration of faith and confession of Christ as Lord, covered by Christ who secured continual purification by His blood, who sat down at the right 	hand of the Majesty in heaven, in perpetual intercession for all God’s children that came to the faith of His Son, Jesus.		


The Power of Your Name  -  Lincoln Brewster © 2012
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Graeme and his wife Vel expound on the salient spiritual facts our Lord Jesus taught, regarding the analogy of the Temple where we read at Matthew 12:6; 24:1-2, Luke 21:5-6; Acts 17:24. Scripture placed the idea of the Temple1 of stone that took 46 years to build, in juxtaposition to the Temple2 made not with human hands. On the one hand Scripture ratified the Temple and revealed great respect regarding Almighty God’s holiness, the patriarchs and the prophets; and on the other hand Scripture attached relatively little importance and relegated it a subordinate position, where it was written the Temple had become a cover for spiritual barrenness3 and was therefore unfit for further use with respect to the Lord God’s purposes. The rejection of Christ and His death later, ushered in the Temple’s destruction where a terrible desecration reduced it to rubble. The Lord’s supercession revealed Him to be greater than the Temple made of stone, testified to by His resurrection and the eschatological “living stones” Church that embodied union with heavenly Father and Christ the Messiah [Mtt 18:20; Jn 14:23]. At around AD 48 in Acts 8, Stephen’s hortatory denunciation [in the presence of the zealot Pharisee, then Saul], validated the revelation as an adumbration of future Church doctrine, urged later in Paul’s preaching who dismissed logion and advanced the eternal impact of holiness as against the profane4. To Paul’s understanding and aligned with Scripture, all good things came through Christ and it was an honour to live at Christ’s table - He was the host and at His expense. It seemed hard to deny in the face of Paul’s Scriptural assurances, that believers’ benefitted eternally through congnitive continuous pure and holy living. Paul cited the indwelling revelatory Holy Spirit as the “place of God’s choosing” for His Temple where His revelation5 was divulged. John from Patmos, saw the earthly Temple as the harassed militant Church of AD 91 and further, depicted with a forecourt of lukewarm believers that were akin to the Laodicean Church - extremely wealthy, proud of their cloth and dye, however seen by Jesus Christ as indifferent, running on idle, naked and in need of eye-salve so as to see the truth.  ANY PERSON who wishes to respond to God’s Salvation will find He never turns away a genuine plea; Jesus the Lord will grant you His peace as you ask Him for forgiveness.   





Footnotes 


1	In the Old Testament, the Tabernacle or Temple hosted the Presence of God via the Holy Place “apart” from the general Temple by a veil that represented the visible Presence of God in all His 	Majesty, power and holiness. Within the Presence of God, the Lord communicated to the High Priest spiritual realities such as – His provision; the nature, form and shape of what He expected 	from His people; how His people would follow His guidelines, the continued promotion of His name, the extension of the value of His name and His marvellous works and the elevation and 	advancement thereof lifting up His name and enlarging upon the protection His name afforded; the Lord’s address to His people regarding their concerns; and atonement made in the Holy of 	Holies. Herod’s Temple was destroyed by soldiery at around AD 70 where its sacred objects were carried away in triumph to Rome, as depicted on the Arch of Titus, which meant that Lord Jesus’ 	prediction came true and that the latter part of Christ’s commission carried out was detailed in its preparation of the disciples, as the future place for His Presence to dwell, the Churchwith her


	extended powers for centuries to come, see [Ex 25:10-22; 33:7-11; Lev 16; Josh 18:1; Mk 16; Lk 24:40-53; Lk 13:1; Lk 19:41ff; Jn 17; Acts 21:31;Heb 6:19-20; 8:5; 9:5,11;10:1].  


2	The word of God described the church as the Temple of God and metaphorically as a “house”, “place” or “building” “tent” “habitation” “dwelling place”.” [Mal 3:1ff; Mtt 12:4; Mk 11:1f; Jn 2:16-17].  


3	To be spiritually barren was not a matter of regret, it was a reproach. Scripture revealed that the gift of children - physical or aligned to the Temple – was indication of God’s blessing [Ex 23:26; Dt 	7:14;Lk 1:25].  


4	Scripture pronounced conclusively that “holiness” pertained to – i) God’s Presence at the place of His choosing; ii) His people in a state of “apartness” unto God and New Testament availability to 	the unsaved. The immense significance of the earthly dwelling-place for God was first in a progressive category in seriatim – the tabernacle, the temple; in the New Testament, the incarnation and 	the body of the Church. Staying with the theme, at around 922 B.C. ex post facto the disruption of kingdoms N and S, idolatrous “high places” with Canaanite syncretistic images, poles, 	tomb shrines, shrines modeled off “Conway High Place at Petra”, temple pr_stitution and fertility rites, verified in detailed archaeological drawings discovered where “[t]here were as many 		gods as towns” – which, if the implications were correctly understood, a direct threat was posed to the “apartness” of the faith of God’s Children, see [Ex 3:2; Ex 20; 1 Ki 12; 2 Ki 17:9; 2 Ki 23; Job 	41:11;Jer 2:28].   


5	Jesus focused on the purity of worshipping God in Spirit and in truth. Paul grappled with the consequences of blatant sedition in a few Churches due to false teachings and in order to avoid 	spiritual impairment advised men and women believers’ it was best to offer their hearts to God as their spiritual worship. The word “worship” Scripture recorded occurred as early as the period of 	Abraham where Melchizedek, Priest of God Most High worshipped. Further in the New Testament, three Wise men from Parthia with knowledge from captive Israelite documents that related to 	One born in Bethlehem, came and worshipped with precious gifts at the Deliverer’s feet. Worship was thus differentiated from praise in that specifically the Most High was honoured and


	reverenced. Salient doctrine related that all heathen images were deeply rooted in the land in antithesis to God Most High who soared higher and higher, like an eagle, above the land. It was thus 	interesting the acknowledgment of Christ’s designation as Son of the Most High; and David’s Psalm that El Elyon, the Most High, His love was unfailing, see [Nu 24:17;Ps 21:7;Mtt 2:2; 6:9;Mk 	5:7;Jn 4:1-4f; Titus 1:10-16].  	 	  	





You are God be Glorified  -  Danny O’Callaghan published by We are Worship music © 2019
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Graeme and his wife Vel consider the meaning of the parable where Jesus talked about the Great Feast, we read at Luke 14:15-24. The man who sat with the Lord cited directly ahead of time the one and same prophetic words that John the Apostle in the book of Revelation  was instructed to inscribe1.  The Lord’s illustration was that a man held a banquet2 and a celebrity A list of invitations3 by the host were sent out, however the guests who had replied positively to the first invitation to the elaborate banquet, in due course, deceitfully rejected it. It is interesting that the banquet was to take place in the evening, which meant a yoke of five oxen - that equalled a total of ten, were hardly going to be tested at night? The guest who had bought land would hardly have made an appointment to view at night? The guest who had just married would surely have wanted to show off his wife publicly? The guests’ excuses had ramifications in the city since that meant exclusion forever. The insulted host systematically organized for the welcome of other guests - the poor and maimed and with room to spare, even more were brought in to the supper. Metaphorically, the invitations were ascribed to God’s good gift of Salvation4, that which God Himself had prepared and which He offered to as many as would receive from His hand. Jesus made it clear that a time would come where there would be no more invitations to respond to.  


ANY PERSON who wishes to accept God’s invitation to confess your sins and receive Grace from the One sent by God our Redeemer, may pray and ask God to save you. 





Footnotes


1	Inscribed - “Blessed are those who are called to the marriage supper of the Lamb” and “These are the true sayings of God”, see [Lk 19:10; Rev 19:9]. 


2	Recorded in the Old testament the term “banquet” was a sumptuous dinner to which guests were invited, pertinent matters broached and friendships celebrated. Recorded banquets were 


	i) Queen Esther’s banquet for the king; ii) in belittling the narrowness of Job’s friends account of God’s Sovereignty, God mentioned a banquet that involved great amounts of 	meat; iii) Belshazzar 	at a banquet observed by a thousand of his officers; iv) Amos, an honest fig farmer at around 760 B.C. prophesied against sumptuous idolatrous banquets offered at shrines by class-minded 	merchants ; v) where Solomon remitted respect for his wife publicly at a banquet. In the New Testament Jesus cited an evening banquet that was so large it could easily seat a second 	consignment of invitees, see 	[Esth ch 5-8; Job 41:6,11; Amos 6:7; Dan 5:10; S of Sol 2:4].   


3	At around AD 27 commensurate to a banquet, two invitations were issued i) one to actually invite a guest to attend; ii) a second announced that all was ready. Banquets bore the meaning of 	dinner or a common meal that at most times was with attendant consumption of wine. In the Old Testament a Tabernacle offering of a hin of wine and ephah of flour was acceptable to God when 	proffered back to Him, upon the altar – a rich symbol of the coming Communion service.The banquet motif soteriologically recognized the happiness of the people at the coming Messianic 	kingdom, alluded to in the New Testament Last Supper, where the Lord Jesus Himself prophetically related the meal they then shared was His last with them and was a foretaste of the true 	Messianic glory to come, made possible expressly due to His death and one of the few occasions where He disclosed His being the Messiah. Wineskins for holding and dispensing of wine were 	manufactured from whole animal hides and on occasion Jesus used the analogy of wineskins to illustrate that “legalism” [old wineskins] had no power to contain the dynamic Presence of the Holy 	Spirit, Scriptural warnings in Proverbs were crystallised regarding the two aspects of wine – its uses and abuses, its benefits and its curses, its acceptance in God’s sight and its abhorrence; it 	could gladden the heart of man or misdirect his mind. Drunkeness was apparently a problem that Paul succinctly addressed to the Corinthian Church where he reflected it more advantageous to 	walk in the infilling of the Holy Spirit, see [Isa 25:6; Prov 9:5; Mtt 8:11;9:17; 26:27-29; Lk 22:20; 1 Cor 11:21; Rev 19:9].       


4	Due to Father God’s Sovereign choice, Salvation would this time not by-pass all nations, creeds, cultures and tongues, [Gen 18:18; Isa 2:2; 56:7; 60:3; 66:18; Mtt 12:18; Gal 3:8; Rev 15:4].


				 


What You Said  -  Jon Egan, We are Worship music publishing © 2019
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Graeme and his wife Vel apply non-exhaustively the context to the Lord’s parable in respect of the separation after death, of Lazarus the beggar and the rich man, we read at Luke 16:19-31. At around AD 27, as the Lord Jesus assessed the wider impact of Dive’s [Latin for ‘rich man’] luxurious life and luxurious clothes, He the Lord clarified that Dives’ character was stingy, he hoarded, he was stony hearted and he derided the beggar Lazarus for his lack of family, possessions, health and a good name. When the two men died Lazarus was carried to the place of righteous dead, “Abraham’s bosom1”, a figure of speech that illustrated the “great gulf fixed” between the bliss of heaven and the misery of Hades. Lazarus reclined next to Abraham as the most favoured guest at the feast of the blessed, while Dive’s soul went to Hades, the place of eternal torment. Dives ruminated on his past life that was devoid of morals, no realised remorse for sin and the scorn he’d directed at Yahweh’s children2. The sight of Abraham stimulated Dives into numerous other worldly thoughts such as the realization that the souls of his five brothers, whose lives reflected a lack of God’s covering authority as his had, were in danger of being sent to Hades and so he begged Abraham in the circumstances that a resurrected person be sent to save his brothers and “tell them the truth”. Abraham’s answer was succinct3. In the result, the Lord Jesus enunciated His Father in heaven’s original intention - wealth was not an exemption from responsibility to care for the poor4. Further, there was no suggestion in the parable that poverty was the virtue nor that wealth was a vice and in fact that was never Almighty God’s teachings nor Christ’s either, since Abraham was the wealthiest patriarch that ever existed, who was fully blessed by God and who out of the proceeds of his massive wealth blessed many including the poor and his own nephew.  Reference to the resurrection it was noted, had application more to Christ our Lord5 than to Lazarus of Bethany, Martha and Mary’s brother whom Christ raised from the dead, however unlike the Lazarus of Bethany, Lazarus the beggar was not sent back from the dead.  ANY PERSON who wishes to genuinely open their heart to Christ and repent of their sinful ways may ask God for Salvation and He gives you His Gracious kindness.  





Footnotes


1	The theological significance was that the Children of Israel considered themselves of “the seed of Abraham”, a gracious act of Yahweh whereby His action in raising people from one man fulfilled 	His Word. The “God of Abraham” designated “Yahweh” throughout Scripture and was the name whereby He revealed Himself to Moses, where Yahweh’s way was made apparent in the forms of 	monotheism amidst idolatry; the manner of revelation of Yahweh; Yahweh’s choice to separate His children and teach; the recipients of God’s redemption; God’s blessing in keeping His way and 	Abraham’s faith was a constant theme of exhortation and discussion with New Testament reference to the Messiah. John the Baptist, Paul the Apostle, the author/s to Hebrews and James all 	brought the unity of 	the Hebrews as Abraham’s descendants into the picture of the believers’ unity in Christ; the Oath; Christ’s New Covenant; the promise of Abba Father in accordance with 	Christ’s request; blessings granted to Abraham by God’s free choice that His children of faith inherited; faith that led to justification and a pre-Christ proclamation of the universal Gospel see in 	seriatim [Isa 51:2; Ex 3:15; Jos 24:2; Ex 6:3; Neh 9:7; Isa 29:22; Mic 7:20; Mtt 1:1; Ro 9:7; Gal 3:16,29; Lk 1:73; Ac 3:13; Ro 4:13; Gal 3:14; Ro 4:3-12; Gal 3:8; Heb 11:8-19; Js 2:21 ].


2	Nobody worked or planned after he or she had “passed” and nothing could effect a change in a person’s actions such as when they were alive. Dives had recognized Abraham which meant 	he knew the teachings of Yahweh yet had intentionally chosen the path of indifference. His wealth had rendered him pampered, sleek, selfish for-gain-of-riches-by-oppression, a process in which 	God was never involved. Since the poor could offer the wealthy nothing, the wealthy treated them dismally - a true reflection at around AD 27 of the social and legal systems that embodied 	false accusations, bribery, corruption where even worship was a pretense since Judah worshippped the stars and planets – in preference of nature over nature’s Creator, see [Dt 15:11; Isa 6:5; 	28:21; Mtt 23:15; Js 3:1]. 


3	Abraham submitted to Dives his five brothers had been afforded a fair chance just like anyone else to read the Scriptures and hear from authorized teachers’ however since they had shown no 	interest in God’s good ways and since they had perpetuated the evil system of the faithless who worshipped idols, they had in effect chosen the worst course in life thus they would not listen 	even to one resurrected.   


4	The Saviour who is the Son of Man is Possessor of the most costly and greatest wealth any man or created being ever amassed, however in an astounding tour de force of ingenious planning, 	He made Himself the lowest in order to honour His Father in heaven’s purpose for Salvation, see [Jb 37:22; Mtt 17:2; Mk 8:35; Jn 3:16; Heb 8:1; 2 Pe 1:16-17; 1 Jn 3:16; Rev 21:27]. 


5	Abba Father and Christ our Lord’s well-focused eternal Words of Life have provided for every believer, useful and instructive teaching regarding assistance to the poor and towards their genuine 	welfare. The New Testament Church at around AD 48 had an excellent reputation for honest care exhibited towards the poor [that reflected the very heart of Abba Father] and in particular the 	Apostle Paul, a born-again Pharisee who traveled with a broadly categorized group of men from Asia where each carried an offering 	from their home Church to deliver to the poorest at the 	Jerusalem Church, that was under severe systematic persecution from institutionalized leadership in lieu of believers’ beliefs and New Covenant with Jesus Christ, see [Ex 22:22-27; Lev 	25:35-37; Dt 14:28-29; Am 2:6-7; Lk 6:21; Acts 20:4; 1 Tim 5:4; Js 2:1ff].  		 	 	 	





Psalm 62     -  Paul Baloche from the album “Mercy” © 2018
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Graeme and his wife Vel proffer several important truths, as we read Matthew 24:37-39 regarding the nature of preparation for a time at the end, where the Lord in accordance with Father’s purposes clarified “being prepared”. Jesus held the Staff of God in His hand and He might have had a few things on His mind with regards presage plus a few “tip-offs” for deliverance from God’s coming judgment. The Lord used an important figure from the past to illustrate the swiftness of the coming judgment - Noah. He telescoped comparative societal sin and Noah’s redemption to a period unknown to man, however fully apprised by God in heaven. In Noah’s time at around after 5000 B.C. and potentially well before 2166 B.C. at God’s instruction, Noah built the floating repository called the Ark1, miles from any body of water, “before the great flood”2. It was recorded that a weak and sappy society unwisely had not welcomed or accepted God’s message3 of warning and in fact even attempted to sway Noah and his family to deny God. In a nutshell, Scripture described the event of the flood as “a very strong authoritative phenomenal event of God that brought gratitude and praise to Him from the saved”. Christ remitted, that similar to the times of Noah, there would be no opportunity for afterthought, last-minute repentance, bargaining or inveigling during the the pin-point time ahead. The choice4 every person has already made affected their destiny and the warning was to live in a continual state of readiness5, watching the signs as they intensified and as one lived in Christ6. ANY PERSON who wishes to give their heart to Jesus the Lord, sent by God to work His Salvation, may ask for Jesus’ redemption and Grace to come to you.





Footnotes


1	Historically, Noah was the last of ten ante-diluvian patriarchs. In Noah’s day common cultures, re-populations, trading with grain, bartering, raids and attacks all flourished. Scripture described the 	spiritual mood as severely lacking in good morals barring for Noah and his immediate family. Having regard for the covering of the Ark, bitumen was extracted from crude unearthed petroleum 	and utilised as paste mixed with the resinous gopher wood. [Ge 6:14].	   


2	Noah’s name meant “relief”. He found Grace in the eyes of God at a time when God regretted creating man due to the overload of evil and the intents of each one’s wicked heart. Anti-nomianism 	and its morphological characteristics worshipped pride, was covetous, a total lapse of morals, scoffing at holy matters and universal depravity. Where society remained unrepentant, Noah stood 	out as quite unique. He possessed a repentant heart and approached God when he recognized he had sinned, for forgiveness. Noah was willing to make changes in his life and he continued to 	ask God for help in adjusting his attitude and behaviour. He was notable for his faith even though faith’s results were not immediately evident, see [Ge ch5-18].   


3	The kingdom of God - unlike an earthly kingdom with geographical boundary markings - consisted of Grace. Father God cared deeply for His Children of Light and urged - i) to keep 	eschatological principles recorded in God’s Word; ii) vigilance in prayer; iii) faithfulness; iv) prayer against temptation; iv) removal in one’s life of the counsel of the wicked, reproach, the way of 	lying, vanity and iniquity; v) Church prayers for effective Gospel preaching; v) attention paid to the Lord Jesus’ pre-knowledge akin to Noah’s times - that the overindulgent society of the end times 	would exhibit no deep affections for what was real; they would rely upon sentimental hearing; they would be bereft of a strong root system and solid foundation; their inability to receive a deeper 	message; they would depend heavily upon earthly “props” to give them meaning in life. vi) Scripture indicated with clarity our Lord’s 2nd Appearance would be very sudden. To re-assure all 	believers - when Christ returns there will be no doubt it is He. If you have to be told the Messiah has come then He has not, as Christ’s 2nd Appearance will be obvious to “every eye”, see [Neh 	9:28-31; Ps 119:29; Pr 30:8; Isa 25:6-8; Ez 33:31-32; Zech 3:9; Mtt 25:13; 26:41;Mk 4:16-17; Lk  6:49;12:37; 17:16; Jn 6:66; Ac 20:31;1 Cor 10:12; Eph 4:14;Col 4:1;1 Pe 5:8;Rev 1:7; 2:5; 16:15].	


4	The only way to become truly wise was to reverence God. Too often people skipped this step thinking life experience and academic knowledge alone made one wise. If God was not


	acknowledged as the Source of wisdom, then the foundation for making wise decisions could not be laid and man was doomed to re-enter the same mistakes and foolish choices, [Ps 111:10].	


5	The Apostles, predominantly a handful of remnant Jewish men under God’s blessing, proved that Jews could find Christ that when they called to Him, received His Salvation their names became 	registered in heaven. The law revealed the perfect morals, nature and will of God however it unfortunately mirrored the imperfections in mankind and triggered remorse with the need to be saved, 	since it was impossible for mankind to i) save himself; ii) approach God in such a state of gross imperfection. After He fulfilled the entirety of the law the Lord did not leave it there, He actually 	brought each believer into God’s Presence without the charge of “liability”, see [Mtt 2:13; Gal 3:25; Ro 2:1ff; Col 1:22-23; Eph 1:8]. 


6	It was possible to receive help from God and proffer Him no thanks. Jesus observed ingratitude in His healing of ten lepers where only one returned to give thanks. The Lord’s incredulous tone 	must have echoed throughout Galilee “..[w]ere there not ten of you?” Thanksgiving meant one acknowledged with gladness the benefits God bestowed and was a principle of Scripture where God 	was magnified. Grace came through thanksgiving which, in addition gratitude was a dedication of heart to a wonderful God. Thanksgiving was a sacrifice that required effort and the reward was 	sweet. Scripture postulated that one gave thanks if one wished to enter into the Gates of the Lord God Almighty! One could not enter in without the appropriate worship priority. Jesus called 	Himself the True Shepherd who came through the Gate, since “the Gate” was the place where God expressed a holy interest in fellowship and productive business with Him, [Neh 11:17; Ps  	100:4;147: 7; Amos 4:5; Lk 17:12]. 	


	  


You Know my Name  -  Tasha Cobbs Leonard from the album “Heart. Passion. Pursuit.” © 2018










































































































































































Company Law Today





Company Law


expertise for today








Company Law Today





Company Law Today is owned by Camel Rock Trading 16 CC the members of which are Graeme Fraser and Vel Fraser





Company Law Today is owned by Camel Rock Trading 16 CC the members of which are Graeme Fraser and Vel Fraser





Company Law Today is owned by Camel Rock Trading 16 CC the members of which are Graeme Fraser and Vel Fraser





Graeme and his wife Vel highlight three events a priori to the Lord’s “entrance into Jerusalem”, focusing on the Lord’s brief metaphors regarding faith, Salvation and praise evidenced as a common bond within the will of God, read from Luke 18:37-43; 19:1-10 and 35-40 respectively. Contextually, there were unique events that led up to the Lord’s Cross and subsequent fulfillment of the entire Law and Scripture revealed with clarity the crucial aspect of Christ’s ability to foresee in terms of His Father’s Plan and the over-arching long term fruition thereof. The Lord preached to the crowds with a preaching style more memorable than formal; and He spoke affirmatively regarding the relationship between Himself and His heavenly Father, to His disciples. The Lord heard the words of a degraded hopeful beggar who shamelessly called out “Son of David, have mercy on me!” - the significance of the title most certainly not lost on our Lord since it was written it stopped Him in His tracks1. Our Lord attended a meal at the house of a tax collector where the Lord was blessed to find the tax collector’s life and house was blessed with the Lord’s Salvation that made a cognizable impact on practical repentance2, all of which evoked a striking expression from the Lord, who called him “a true son of Abraham3”. Further, the Pharisees’ attempt to continually circumscribe the Lord’s disciples who conveyed their high esteem4 for Him and the crowd’s joy led to our Lord, who was always on a firm footing, to remark that nature bore God’s goodness through unceasing praises5. ANY PERSON who wishes to know the power of God’s mercy through the work of the Saviour, Jesus Christ, may ask Him for Grace to cleanse you from sin and commence a new life of praise to the Father and His Son, Lord Jesus.     





Footnotes


1	Every great leader has at some time had someone amongst the crowds call out to him or her. The inference to “Son of David” was compelling to Jesus and He asked the man “What do you want 	me to do?” Scripture noted, the poor used the title when they needed the Lord’s help; in addition, a trend of parents from as early as at around 2091 B.C. used categories of significant names for 		children and although the Lord did not publicly claim the title, Scripture traced Jesus’ bloodline in the flesh to the roots of David - Messiah and Christ, and on the strength of that, Scripture 	revealed 	it was the blind man who could “see” the Messiah and not the officials, since being stiff-necked they refused to acknowledge Him. At around AD 48 it was the Church that recognized 	Christ’s baptism in water and the Spirit upon Him akin to the Messiah’s anointing, see [Lev 25:35-38;1 Sa 13:14; 2 Sa 24:14;1 Chr 21:13; Ps 110:1; Mtt 25:34,40; Acts ch2; 4:27; 13:36; Jn 3:5 ].   


2	Zacchaeus was the shortened form of Zechariah, Aramaic - Zakkia. The chief tax-collector had undoubtedly abused his position on many occasions, he had raked-off unofficial taxes, extorted and 	collaborated with the occupying power and enriched himself. The saved Zacchaeus now turned the tables and made restitution. He gave half of his goods to the poor and rendered four-fold 	compensation to any whom he had defrauded. This was not a dispute about the law, it was the enactment of giving back that which he stole, that had cause for Christ’s high commendation for 	Zacchaeus and his house in that Abraham, a father of the faith, embodied generosity and gave out of His wealth, who acknowledged Jehovah had blessed him. At around AD 27 Zacchaeus’ 	restitution resulted in the unequivocal declaration of Jesus that He had come to earth to save the lost sons of Abraham. Christ’s prophecy of the “end days” was relevant since it appeared storing 	excess treasures, prestige and independent pleasures for one-self on earth, was derivative to knowing Christ on That Day [Gen 13:9; 14:14-23; Lk 17:28-32; Heb 11:19].  


3	Scripture recorded at around 3 or 4 B.C. in Israel, a remnant or small part of the whole, still trusted God, followed Him and were obedient to Him and over periods of time as Scripture revealed, 	God had His ways of dealing with His people, He was always in control and that He had provided a way of purification for those who called on Him. It was thus of interest that the constant themes 	of the Lord’s preaching attested to – i) the necessity of His suffering and His death for the sins of His people; ii) the purpose for the pouring out of His blood as remission for many for sin; iii) the 	reiterated title, the “True Shepherd that comes in through the gate”, not over the fence like a thief; iv) that God’s Spirit would convict of sin and reveal His righteousness and judgment; v) the 	object of Christ’s resurrection was justification of His people; vi) the promise of Father God [correlated to Christ] was the accompanying Presence of the Spirit given as a gift to Jew and Gentile 	alike; vii) the identical message was prophesied by Joel at around 835 B.C. who urged fasting and weeping to the Omnipotent God and that them who sought independence from God’s control 	would, after a series of crises, find that God was merciful and wanted to bless every believer who trusted in Him, see [Isa 53; Joel ch1&2; Zec 12-13; Mtt 26:34; Mk 8:31; 9:31;10:33; Lk 	9:31;13:32f; Jn 10:11-15; 12:23-25; Ro 5:5; 9:6;1 Cor 15:14,17; 2 Cor 3:14-17;Col 3:1; 1 Jn 3:24; 4:13]. 


4	A remarkable work of the unsubordinated Spirit of God, the anthropological breath of God that started to cause a wonderful stir of vitality around the Lord where He Himself rejoiced in the special 	empowering Spirit, a wind blowing where it wished, [Ac 2:38f;11:17; Jn 3:3-8; Ro 8:9; ].        


5	Aside from the scientific theory of origins, Scripture asserted nature was created by God who existed before creation. The author/s to Hebrews, on the subject of faith, wrote the world was created 	by the Word of God, that which was not seen was made by things that did not appear. Accredication for contribution to creation rested solely on the Triune God. The root word ‘praise’ in the Old 	Testament ascribed ‘to make a noise’ and Creation praised God likewise. The great watery chaos that was brought into being; order 	from chaos, galaxies, land from water, atoms and natural laws 	of inanimate life, living creatures - flying and creeping - land animals, praised God the Creator and have done so unceasingly, verified at around AD 26 by the Lord. Scripture referenced generally 	–  i) the meadows, valleys, rivers, heavens, earth, the mountains, forests, trees all shout, clap for joy, sing together and display His glory. The distinction the Lord made between nature’s 	continual glory of God and the believer’s persistent, continuous praise was due to the leading of Abba Father’s Spirit amidst acts of worship by choice that recognized and extolled the Most High 	God for who He is, His works, His wonders and heavenly goodness, see [Gen 1:1,26; Ps 65:13; 69:34; 98:8; 139:7 Isa 26:4; 44:23-24; 49:13; 55:12; Jn 1:3; Col 1:16; Heb 11:3]. 		





Your Name  -  Darlene Zschech, Israel Houghton from “Revealing Jesus” RGM New Breed © 2013; and songwriters Paul Baloche and Glenn Packia, Integrity Music © 2006 
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Graeme and his wife Vel discuss the Lord’s exposition of the class of preparation required in counting the cost of Salvation; and the spheres in which it found pertinence, where we read at Luke 14:26-25. The Lord, on seeing an unfinished building1, laid out the terms for anyone who had wanted to be His follower2 and stated they must be prepared to put family second. The Lord called ordinary men and women who became extraordinary witnesses for Him. Scripture showed that despite their confusion and misunderstanding3, ex post facto the resurrection their lives were powerfully transformed4 and they became significant witnesses to the Lord. It was expected that followers of Jesus who gave up everything for Jesus Christ, were not only famliar with His teachings but in addition applied His Word and obeyed Him. Christianity was for those who needed God in their lives and who were ready to serve Him. The Lord made a profound observation in that a king would certainly not harbour any such thought of axial war, running on an inimical realization he was out-conquested. There’s a hint here that the ‘other side’ could be great however staying close to Christ and Abba Father would make up for any shortfall. In conclusion, the Lord reminded believers to be as useful5 as salt6. ANY PERSON who wishes to find Eternal life, may ask God for His Salvation that came through His Son, Jesus the Lord; and thereafter proceed to reflect Jesus from Nazareth in your life.  





Footnotes


1	Extravagant building projects at around AD 26 required inter alia a master builder select a site on which to build, he laid out the project with a measuring line, the results recorded in a written plan. 	He then gathered stock necessary for the task, used a plumb-line to secure a truly vertical building and checked the work of skilled and unskilled labourers in order to organise their pay. 	Woodworkers on the project felled trees, cut and trimmed the wood for transportation and further fashioned the wood into useful items such as a bass relief, furniture or statued artistry. 	Stoneworkers cut and fashioned slabs of stone from quarries; masons with picks and axes trimmed the stone into inter alia stairways, walls of buildings, pillars, wine vats and/or cisterns.


2	The word ‘disciple’ originated from the latin discipulus which meant a ‘pupil learner’. John the Baptist’s disciples practised prayer and fasting in accordance with his instructions. The word via 	teaching and instruction was available to all who followed Jesus of Nazareth. In at least some cases it meant literal abandonment of home, business ties and possessions however in every case it 	was a readiness to put Christ first, whatever the cost. Jesus, at around AD 27 expected His followers to stand up vigorously for Him and following that believers’ maintained their faith through the 	wear, tear and exploitations of everyday life who thus remained in close prayerful contact with Him, see [Mtt  5:11-12;10:31; Mk 2:18; 3:14f; 10:21; Jn 3:16]. 


3	Discouragements sometimes littered the believer’s pathway, the apparent reasons not hard to find, however, the following was true – i) the way was hard and required patience; ii) the task was not 	easy it was arduous; iii) Solomon assured the arrogant would prosper, believers’ should keep the chin up; iv) hope deferred, meant tell the Lord all disappointments, see [Nu 21:4; Ne 4:10; Ps 	73:2-3; Pr 13:12].        


4	Firstly, the world system and the kingdom of God were both predestined. Secondly; A) everything relevant to the world system with its manipulations and exploitations were subject to God’s 	prescription; B) everything pertaining to God’s kingdom, fell under His Eternal - Love, Grace and Discretion. The followers of the Lord Jesus Christ were in possession of God’s divine favour 	as in – i) their lives were rendered secure; ii) they drew from the Characteristics of Jesus such as submission to the divine Will; iii) they had access to and essentially told Lord Jesus their perils 	and joys; iv) they enjoyed divine relationship with Abba Father; v) they tended towards Spiritual knowledge, kept close to the Word of God; vi) they were wholeheartedly Christ’s portion; vii) 	Eternal Father showed His Pleasure; viii) they were wise and full of light, ix) they walked in God’s conferred holy Order of praise, x) they participated in the heavenly Jerusalem now, since Christ 	ruled in their lives, [Ecc 9:3; Mtt 28:2; Jn 10:28; 15:4; 17:23; Ro 8:38; 1 Cor 2:8].  


5	Distinguishing between Scriptural varieties of true testimonies to Christ’s goodness assisted the believer’s thoughts with respect to usefulness. Testimonies gave guidelines – unceasing praise to 	God; within one’s home; empowerment by God’s Spirit; witness within the assembly of the saints; without shame nor fear; constant readiness to testify; personalized memory; recounted blessings 	of God; they burst forth with joy; an everyday duty; irrepressible; outgrown from faith, see in seriatim [Isa 62:6; Mk 5:18; Ac 1:8; Eph 5:19; 2 Ti 1:8; 1 Pe 3:15; Ps 66:16; Isa 63:7; Jer 20:9; Mal 	3:16; Ac 2:4; 2 Cor 	4:13; Isa 43:10]. 


6	Salt was mined in “salt pits” dug out and when the sun evaporated the moisture, the salt remained. It was of the rock or fossil variety and due to impurities the outer layer generally lacked flavour 	and was discarded as worthless. Christ alluded to the latter worthless salt should a believer’s testimony be void of power. Covenants of [inner layer] salt were illustrated as fidelity and constancy 	since salt was costly, [Deut 29:23].


	





Love the Lord  -  Lincoln Brewster, Sparrow records © 2006
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Graeme and his wife Vel in our weekly Bible study discuss the oracles of the Lord Jesus, from two accounts where we read at Luke 14:7-14. The Lord was invited and attended a dinner and upon entering He immediately observed some guests had attempted to raise their social status by vying for the best seats. They were not genuine and attempted to impress people, which drew a wise remark from the Saviour, that pertained to the fact it was better to choose ordinary1 seating and if the host wished, he or she might provide a far more welcoming place to be seated. If a man tried to honour himself, the Lord noted, it could prove embarrassing. The Lord, at a human level, challenged those who regularly provided lovely dinners, saying that it was senseless to exclusively invite only guests who had the means to repay the dinner, with their own invitation. There was more value if one invited a guest who might never repay them, e.g. one who understood their limitations, the “hated”, the “outcasts”, “debtors” whom polite society had shunned, in addition - the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind and those who never had the chance to enjoy such a dinner. The Lord’s words were pervasive against people who sought the “highest place” over everyone else, who acted with entitlement and showed contempt for others. To the Lord’s understanding, it was a good thing to be counted amongst those who worked hard, were faithful, steady plodders, who were blessed and where due to an honest appraisal of oneself, each one walked in humility and even suffering2.  The Lord dealt with the matter of pride and humility further on a purely rational basis, according to the Everlasting Father’s heavenly principles3; and generally, a note on meals attended at around AD 264. ANY PERSON who wishes to admire God and appreciate His beautiful creation in a relationship with the Lord Jesus, may ask Father God for Salvation and He shall give it to you.    





Footnotes


1	The importance of the virtue of humility was – i) it was the character of God; ii) Christ became abased in order to make available the kingdom of God and finish the transgression by His 	death; iii) 	wherever located in Scripture, humility was praised; iv) kings and those in power would be judged by the criterion of humility. Paul, later preached at Philippi, a cosmopolitan city where he urged 	against selfishness and pride, taking his own affliction into account. Being humble meant having a true perspective of one-self - a sinner saved by Grace and on that ground acceptable to God. To 	the Romans, Paul warned not to go too far in self-love, since an accurate evaluation was the basis of knowing one’s worth. To God an enduring faith had value. To Colossae, located at a 	crossroads that attracted a litany of mis-guided humilities that boasted in outward observances - basically syncretism in religion - and that paid handsomely to hear their own praises, Paul 	mitigated against the sham, since humility was capable of being simulated, see in seriatim [Ps 113:5-6; Prov 15:33; Dan 5:22; 2 Chron; Phil 4:12; 2:3; Ro 12:3; Col 2:18].


2	The Lord never called believers to suffer for the sake of suffering, after all He Himself after His Baptism and at the beginning of His ministry, began deliberately to be “numbered along with the 	transgressors.” He would never ask a believer to give up something unless He Himself had endured it, in addition, the Lord had planned to replace suffering with something even better. Bear 	in mind believers were not called to “hard labour-camp” but believers would be raised by God at Christ’s Day and be united with the resurrected Christ to Eternity at a celebration feast, see  	[Isa 53:12; 2 Cor 1:5,6]. 	 


3	On the one hand, at the outset, Scripture was punctuated with outbursts of praise to God, a mark of one of faith who loved and worshipped the Lord God. God was praised for His creation, His 	works, the ritual and worship in the Temple, during eras before Christ and the sheer joy of being in His Redeeming Presence. “Praise not merely expresses but completes the enjoyment. . its 	consummation. . .in commanding us to glorify Him, God invites us to enjoy Him”*. In the New Testament, witnesses to the healings and cleansing power of Jesus the Lord broke out in


	spontaneous praises however it was, on the other hand, a mark of the heathen that they refused to render God the Saviour praise, they dishonoured the Lord God, they refused to admire Him 	and His beautiful creation, they afforded Him no recognition for His works, they paid Him no tribute, they paid no cognizance to His principles and rejected His nobility. Instead they devised a 	derivative doctrine via the demi-urge of cultish knowledge devoid of the Lord’s Eternity aspect, overlaid with elastic thinking containing little substance and no foundation. Amos, a humble 	herdsman from Tekoa, at around 760 B.C.warned them who rejected Yahweh, the Day of the Lord would bring darkness and not the light they complacently expected, see [Amos 1; Ps 104:31; Mk 	2:12; Ro 1:21]  *C.S. Lewis, Reflections on the Psalms, 1958, pg 195. 


4	Seating arrangements on the premises were such that invited guests sat on reed mats or “marly clay” floors [or paved if wealthy], or they reclined on a couch before a low table. Couches were 	arranged three sides of a square, were provided with cushions where the right arm remained free. It was easy therefore for a guest to rest one’s head on the bosom of another guest reclining 	immediately behind him. The place of honour was positioned immediately to the right as the servants entered the room. Upon arrival, guests were afforded a bowl with water in which to wash their 	hands, face, beard and feet – to neglect this would have been considered a grave omittance. Scripture indicated women guests did take part in particular festivities and communal meals along 	with men guests. Jesus’ Presence at meals was very special and He made good use of the interaction with commanding and interesting conversation, noticing details usually bypassed by others. 	He was invited inter alia to a wedding at Cana; a banquet; the feasts of the law; a lavish meal with entertainment provided by Zacchaeus; a modest family gathering; His final meal with His 	disciples, where Judas, the vessel of destruction was exposed; and the interrupted meal at Emmaus. At one New Testament meal in particular, Mary was seated at the Lord’s feet listening to Him 	impart wisdom and knowledge, while Martha was gently chided in her aspirations to introduce too many dishes, when preparation for an ordinary meal would have sufficed and therefore she 	appeared too mundanely busy to pay her guests attention. The New Testament mentioned several occasions where Christ pronounced “Grace” before a meal commenced and Grace thereafter, 	see [Ru 2:14; 1 Sa 1:4-5; Jb 1:4; Mtt 15:36; 23:6; 26:27; Mk 14:23; Lk 9:16; 10:42; 19:5; 24:13; Jn 2:1; 6:11,23; 12:3; 13:23].  





Hills and Valleys  -  Tauren Wells, produced by Chuck Butler and Johnathon Smith  © 2016




















Blessed be the Lord of our Salvation - a priceless gift given to mankind by a Gracious Father God
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Graeme and his wife Vel determine the succinct enlightenment contained in the parable where the Lord Jesus urged believers to put their light upon a hill and not hide it which we read at Luke 11:33-36. The brief metaphor, in the correct context proceeded from the Lord shortly after He had mentioned the glory of the Lord working with Solomon and Jonah1 who had been used as a shining light in times of darkness. The Lord brought His hearers into a new situation possibly in preparation of future beliefs where He invited the heavy laden crowds to think about who He was. Scripture assured believers that from the Lord’s birth at around 6/5 B.C. to His Crucifiction, the kingdom of God had increased and blossomed as He touched hearts, taught, preached and enlightened people as to what was good, pure, true, holy and trustworthy. Jesus did not put a box over the Light of God nor did He shut it out but publicly made known2 its availability to all who would stop and listen; and ex post facto His resurrection, the saints were kērygmatically empowered to preach, teach and extend3 the kingdom of God and His mercy, beaming the light of His kingly rule of love forward, embodied with its familiar customs of mercy, love, generosity, kindness, tenderness, goodness, joy, blessing and eternal Life, in order to properly reflect the One, namely Jesus the Lord, sent with authority to offer Salvation to all nations, creeds and tongues, with assistance from God’s Spirit.  Potentially the most pertinent point in placing the “light of Christ” out for all to see would also be in harmony with the Scripture “the Lord does not faint nor grow weary”4.  ANY PERSON who wishes to ask Father God for His saving Grace in Jesus He sent; will find the Lord and then should put their light on a hill for the whole world to see.   





Footnotes


1	Two servants of God whom God used to shine - i) Nathan renamed Solomon ‘Beloved of the Lord’. Solomon reigned due to the fact that God had given him a special measure of power – 	charismatic wisdom. Solomon initially sought God, was a patron of wisdom literature [from which our Lord Jesus quoted richly], a botanist, zoologist, architect and poet. He soon no longer sought 	God and replaced tribal confederacy with a strong central government; and aside from the vast procedural, regulatory and worse still, Temple changes, Solomon became one of the most 	enterprising merchants who initially brought honour to God and was known overall as a peaceful emperor. Solomon learnt a bitter lesson, apparent from his own writings and poems [he 	repented before God], that wisdom, power and achievement ultimately did not come from any human source, they came from obeying God’s rules. ii) Jonah’s circumstances were examplar to  	God’s profound mercy and Grace. He was bidden by God Almighty to go to the rising world power of Jonah’s day, wicked, heartless Ninevah and preach God’s goodness and mercy. Fearing 	that God had asked of him too much, Jonah ran from the task however God retrieved him and after Jonah preached, 120,000 people who had lived in utter spiritual darkness were saved. Jonah 	learnt it was better to obey God than to defy Him, one could not outrun God and that refusal to repent was the same as loving sin, [1 Ki 3:55ff; Jon 3:4; 4:11; Matt 12:38-42]. 


2	Everlasting Father’s Light emanated from the believer’s life within the spheres of home, work, self-discipline, moral standards, leisure, relationships and the presuppositions of social duty and 	human commitment. Abraham at around 2091 B.C. was blessed in his possessions by Lord God’s generosity; Moses at around 1446 B.C. was blessed creatively and technically with scores 	of writing characters and sign-groups that required not only application, but genius to learn in which to transcribe the Law; David at around 1040 B.C. was blessed in his occupation of a position of 	such prominence in the lineage of our Lord and in the rich and abundant purposes of God; and at around 603 B.C. in spite of being carried away in exile to the godless, hostile and wicked 	Babylon whose territories had alarmingly spread E to Susa, N to Ninevah, W to Tarsus then S down the entire mediterranean coastal area that covered Ghazza, Memphis and Jerusalem, 	squeezing all the affected nations of their harbour rights and water rights - Daniel was blessed with dedication, commitment, self-control, persistence in prayer and accurate prophecies that 	foretold the full final blessedness of the millenial kingdom of Christ, amidst the turmoil, see [Ex 19:1ff; Ge12:1ff; 1 Sa ch16; 17:12ff; Da 12:1; Ro 1:3; Rev 12:7ff; 22:16].


3	The forensic meaning for the word ‘witness’ was defined Scripturally, as one who  “answered” or “to see”. In addition it was written - the Lord God of gods who ‘saw’ and who thereafter “required 	an account”.  An alternative interpretation for the Ten Commandments was the “Testimony” –  that which gave witness of Almighty God in His Law placed before a king so that he might reign with 	God’s blessings. In assisting the Philippians to live for Christ, the advocate Paul, who would have scoured Doctor Luke’s entire recordal for our Lord’s Sermons, notes on healings, faith ministry 	and prayers; who thus gained understanding of the nature of the light and motivated the Philippian Church to permit the world sight of Christ in their lives, to “shine like a beacon light” and 	“become a clear, radiant light shining for God”, see [Lk 1:1,2; Ac 16:10; Phil 2:14-16].    


4	Humans do, however the Lord does not. How does the Lord “not faint nor grow weary” in the bright testimony of your own life?


	


King of Glory  -  Stu Garrard, Leslie Jordan & David Leonard from the Album “All Sons and Daughters” Integrity praise! © 2016
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Graeme and his wife Vel draw meaning from Christ’s parable of the rich man, read at Luke 12:16-21. The Lord Jesus walked and preached extensively on salient truths e.g. He blessed little children who came to Him; He discussed His own eternal status; He defended faith and prayer; He recognized forgiveness as the axle upon which rested a man’s faith and He paid a visit to Martha and Mary’s home where He announced His Father’s approval of Mary in her humility as a disciple of the Lord. The Lord coherently set out the brief allegory of a man who possessed the bulk of enormous wealth1, who had completed massive preparations for sufficient retirement income by building barns2 with the hope of enjoying the late harvest days of a life3 lived with security and ease, however unfortunately that very night the man’s soul was required of him and all his preparations came to nought. The Lord ‘capped’ his illustration with a dictum - “[s]o is he who lays up treasure for himself and is not rich towards God.”  Preparing for life in retirement before death was certainly wise, however the Lord Jesus expressed it a disadvantage if one had not prepared for life after death, a circumstance further classified by Him as disastrous. The Lord challenged the crowds in understanding that accumulated wealth that enriched self alone, meant that one entered eternity empty-handed with no reward. The Lord jolted the crowd in three areas - the wide scope of His authority to declare the certainty of an after-life; and many who thought the rich were to be envied, were goaded beyond earthbound goals into deciding whether they had used whatever they had been given in life, for the good purposes of God’s kingdom4, that they might store up rewards in heaven. ANY PERSON who wishes to make a decision to follow Jesus Christ when they hear His voice, will be brought into a new relationship with Him so that they can fellowship with the Lord Jesus. 


    


Footnotes





1	In 1450 B.C. transactional payments of silver could be substituted by sheep, wool, blocks of antimony, lead, golden vessels, spices, clothing or brass. Conclusions drawn from the Lord’s 	teaching at around AD 26 presented an astute businessman with access to serious wealth, his primary business possibly entailed property acquisition, possible provision of security for 	property and businesses and he might well have advanced derivative funds pertaining to material risk. Through his possessions he lived luxuriously and wielded power in the selling of volume to 	traders, agents of commerce - probably predominately Roman and Arabian. Thus it is presumed the rich man willingly paid premium price for anything he purchased and according to his own 	planning duly constructed a series of barns that stored silver, food, spices, wine, building materials and spares with which to barter, in addition the detailed preparations that sufficed as an affluent 	future income.  


2	Interestingly, the word ‘barn’ bore quite a few meanings in Scriptures. At around 2000 B.C. it was translated as a “threshing floor” purchased near a point where the winds would be helpful; at 	around 970 B.C. its translation rendered a “storehouse”; at around 835 B.C. it translated as a “repository”; at around 520 B.C. the translation was “granary”. At around AD 26 Jesus translated the 	barn as “a place for putting away” where metaphorically the place itself Scripture signified as ‘heaven’.


3	Solomon, son of David, whom the Ever-living Father blessed with wisdom above most, was one of the greatest builders in Israel’s history. He possessed great knowledge and acknowledged 	God publicly particularly when his building projects and riches brought him acclaim and when kings and foreign dignatories paid him visits to view his amassed wealth. Solomon determined the 	position of the wealthy as – i) possessions per se did not make one happy; ii) all human accomplishment, pride and self-sufficiency would one day disappear however when one pursued the ways 	of Mighty God, it was His Foundation that remained. iii) it was not God’s will that those of the faith predicted their future or counted on human wisdom and power, since these had no eternal factor 	nor eternal perspective, see [Ecc 1-5].  


4	Which people did the Lord remember helped Him? – a) the righteous saw a stranger and clothed him; b) Mary poured out her perfumed oil on Christ’s body ‘for burial’; c) the poor widow gave 	all that she had; d) Andrew fetched his brother and introduced him to Jesus the Lord; e) Barnabas went and searched out Paul and returned with him to preach; f) the early Church gave in unison 	so that all the needy could be helped, see [ Mtt 25:38; 26:12; Mk 12:44; Jn 1:42; Ac 4:34; 11:25-26].        


	 





The Lord is my Salvation  -  Keith and Kristyn Getty, Nathan Nockels and Jonas Myrin from the album “Sing”, Getty music © 2016


Jesus the Messiah  -  Marantha music © 2017 
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Graeme and his wife Vel set forth the significance of two parables where the Lord Jesus in AD 26, described the manner in which His Father’s kingdom grew and spread, we read at Mtt 13:31-33. Initially the mustard seed, smaller than most, was planted, grew, which proved the plant was alive and blossomed into a tree that the birds of the air flew in to perch on its extensive branches of shade. Elsewhere in Scripture the Lord noted, birds were dependant upon His Father for food and water and that Father God likewise cared for believers [Mtt 10:20]. The Lord used the analogy of leaven in bread in that its method of spread and He pointed to the implication of “growth” which He considered not dissimilar to the augmentation and progress of the kingdom of His Father, that commenced with Christ Himself1 to the Jews and further the amplification of the Gospels in deed, which the Apostles reduced to writing. The significance of the parable found its root in the Redeemer Father’s redemption2 plan for mankind that was pre-ordained before the earth was formed. However in as much as the kingdom increased, there was a stipulation3 for every believer to grow and develop to the glory of the extension4 of Father’s kingdom. ANY PERSON who wishes to be saved may call out to Jesus to save you and He will bring you into God’s plan for Salvation.





Footnotes 


1	Before time on earth began and before the earth was created, the Almighty Ever-living Father, His Son and His Spirit chose, “[L]et us make man in our image”. Almighty God confirmed 	His 	Covenant with those whom He chose to implement it i.e. Noah, Abraham, Moses, Isaac, Jacob, Saul, David to God’s people. Almighty God concluded the Sinai Covenant via  theophany of His 	Presence and His Oath. Generally, doves and young animals were sacrificially appropriated byYahweh’s priesthood. Leaders made material pacts with foreign nations and it is interesting that 	David used the word “love” [brotherly] in a pact which Solomon was later obligated to perform, the exchange of “a small city for timber”. The book of Revelation at around AD 91 associated a 	categories of treaty regarding various merchandise that in some respects illustrated extreme materialism – and please be reminded the precise times and “who”, no-one knows barring the 	Redeemer Father God. Goods exchanged in treaty were inter alia gold, silver, precious stones, pearls, fine linen, silk, fragrant spices, wood, bronze, iron, men, ivory, scarlet and citron that 	epitomized luxury, self-indulgence, greed and power. Other Covenants entered into by Yahweh were with the priesthood, Davidic and Jesus concluded the New Covenant with His Father when 	He fulfilled the law and received penalties in exchange for man’s sins. The pact was sealed by God in Oath, Christ confirmed at His Crucifiction; and which the author/s to the Hebrews 	revealed 	- a) the Father and Son Covenant; b) as Mediator of the New Covenant, Christ was able to cleanse one’s conscience and enable each believer to know God and serve God, see [Ge 1:1-2,26; 	6:18; Ex ch19; 1 Ki 5:1; Jb 19:25; Matt 26:64; Rev18:1-18]. 


2	Job’s hope of resurrection came in the form of a ringing declaration. Redemption at around 2000 B.C. had meaning of a person “purchased” out from a specific circumstance with application 	over property, animals, a nation or a person. The word “loosing” in the New Testament bore the meaning of freedom from an obligation, on grounds of a sacrifice already having been made. 	God alone had the power to redeem from sin and Scripture proclaimed not even the richest person on earth had power to redeem anyone from sin. What gave the metaphor its force was the 	constant presence of the price-paying idea. Jesus, God’s right arm, the Redeemer, was designated with power to set free or deliver man from domination and coercion. The idea of ‘effort’ 	was portrayed, in that it was Yahweh’s price He paid for redemption. Thus the Lord Jesus “uniquely rescued for a price by His lifeblood” upon which the Apostles John, Peter and Paul 	enunciated as at overwhelming cost, see [Ex 6:6; Lev 25:24; Ruth 3:13-4:10; Ps 49:7; 77:14f; 111:9; 130:7-8; Mk 10:45; Lk 2:38; 1 Cor 6:20; Gal 5:1; Eph 1:7;1 Pet 1:19; 1 Jn 1:7; Rev 18].


3	The Lord Jesus indicated that before a blessing could be given, some sort of effort was demanded to secure the gift, e.g. - i) money for taxes; ii) healing of a withered hand; iii) a great catch of 	fish; iv) healing of paralysis; v) healing of leprosy; vi) wine for a wedding; vii) water for Salvation; viii) ability to walk; ix) receiving eyesight; x) raising a brother from the dead. In return for 	Salvation and protection believers were required to put in the effort, although they were New Covenant believers under Grace and not the law, there was however an obligation to God that 	involved some sort of effort as obligation to - i) pray; ii) let their light shine as a witness to others of their confession of Christ; iii) produce fruit in keeping with repentance; iv) hold fast to God’s 	principles and tenets of Salvation; v) permit the Word of God to cause growth in their lives; vi) trust Abba Father to cause progress in each believer’s life as they opened hearts to Him, see [Mtt 	17:27; Mk 3:5,8; 5:16; Mk 4:20; Lk 5:4,24; 13:9; 17:14; 19:23; 20:10; Jn 2:7; 4:16; 5:8; 9:7; 11:39; 15:8; 15:16].  


4	Scripture related to the whole world as created by the Creator, that comprised created things and was inhabited by men and women. The world barring a few notable people of faith, set itself 	against God and filled with pride and covetousness, followed its own wisdom. This was the world God had loved and at the entrance of Jesus, born of a human mother, the kingdom of God was 	introduced once again and extended, firstly to the Jews by Christ Himself and then with power to the Gentiles by the Apostles, the brothers throughout Judea, Peter, Paul and John. Man, in 	bondage to the elements of this world was able to be set free from its sinister forces and the kingdom of God, Jesus disclosed, was “at hand”, He “had access to it”, “I can get it for you”. The 	nature of the kingdom of God was love, purity, generosity, goodness, mercy, forgiveness, kindness, gentleness and understanding that would spread throughout the very kingdoms the devil 	offered to Christ, prematurely, see [Mtt 4:1-11;Jn 3:16; 11:27].	 		 		





Here’s my Heart Lord  -  David Crowder from the Album Passion “Let the Future Begin” © 2018 















































































































































Company Law


expertise for today








Company Law Today





Company Law Today is owned by Camel Rock Trading 16 CC the members of which are Graeme Fraser and Vel Fraser





Graeme and his wife Vel relate meaning and merit to Jesus’ words spoken in the parable regarding presentation of the disciples petitions to the Father, we read at John 16:17-24. In context, our Lord continued assuring the disciples, having previously taught of Father God who had equipped them in maintaining His Presence. Now as He walked and taught, the outward expression of His disciples’1 discouragement had not escaped our Lord’s attention and He distinguished between the rejoicings of the world and the disciples’ dis-spiritedness. He predicted the tables would be turned and of their wonderful experience of “seeing Him again”2. The Lord construed God’s “planning permissions” for prayer in accordance with His “signature” - a concept He appropriately handled. The veracity of Christ’s name3 demonstrated a wide scope - Firstly, Jesus was not a victim of circumstance, He was in control4 of every event. Secondly, Jesus was fully conscious of His particular relationship with His Father. Thirdly, Jesus taught His disciples the appropriate approach with Abba Father. Fourthly, the highly exalted position of Lord Jesus was validly confirmed in Scripture - “He was given a name above every other name, in this age and in the age to come” [Ephesians 1,2] in the highest sense it could bear; plus the ultimate Christian creed cited “Jesus the Lord” which correlated with “[n]o-one can say Jesus is Lord except by the Holy Spirit” . Fifthly, Father God denied any other created creature or being, the right to receive His exclusive worship, with the exception of the “sent One” - Lord Jesus crucified, resurrected and presently seated at God’s right hand. When the disciples made request “over His signature”, the Everlasting Father God was glorified since Christ acted alwaysin accordance with His Father’s Plan. Sixthly, since Christ partook of the holy nature of Almighty God and then of ordinary humanity, He occupied a valid and unique status in - i) representation of God to humans; and ii) His voluntary representation of humanity to God-as-Lawgiver where He fulfilled the Law’s punishments to “save”5 humanity from the “lawbreaker” [the Lord Jesus fulfilled the law, the law-breaker broke the law]. Seventhly, Christ’s sinless character voluntarily bore human guilt on His own perfect Life that rendered Him validly qualified in His role as perpetual High Priest, aligned to God’s Order for Melchizedek. Prayer in His name thus bore meaning, that no good thing would the Father in heaven withhold. Eighthly, the fulfillment of the clause in Psalm 110:1 and Ps 110 commenced and indicated Christ’s present partial reign, until the Eternal Father has made His enemies His footstool - the disciples’ requests were proximate to Father’s Plan. Christ reigned inevitably through forgiveness, love, doing good and preaching principles we read as the New Testament, however the fulfillment of His prescribed time was in Father God’s hands. ANY PERSON who wishes to open their heart to a new relationship with Jesus the Saviour, may ask for Salvation and you are welcomed by the Everlasting Father.   





Footnotes


1	The last week in Jerusalem was undertaken by the Lord Jesus with the knowledge of a final confrontation in the face of popular orchestrations of crowd hostility that culminated in His death, 	Compelled to conclude His teaching, He used language of heartening persuasion regarding i) future obstacles; ii) counsel regarding Jesus’ destination; iii) assurance of “Immanuel” - with us is 	our God; iv) an entirely new form of prayer in co-operation with the Comforter; v) the Comforter’s role in exhibiting Christ; vi) He conferred God’s holy order of praise, a hallmark of the saints; 


	vii) reminders to the disciples’ of a blessed future through reversal of the Genesis curse; viii) in counteraction of non-Covenant depravities, overtones of domination and illusory effects; ix) 	continued revelatory teaching by Abba Father God’s Spirit, in the process of putting Christ’s enemies under His feet; x) continued relationship with Father in heaven through humility and 	confession, see [Ge 1:26; 3:15; Ps 69:20; Mk Lk 13:33]. 


2	Scripture accordingly abundantly elaborated on their exhuberant joyfulness at seeing their Lord again ex post facto His resurrection and the Lord’s previous counsel regarding His family,


	“Whoever does the will of My Father in heaven is my brother, sister and mother”; and the continued Commission, see [Mtt 12:40, 49-50; 28:1-10; Mk 16:15-20;Jn 15:11].    


3	Scripture honoured God’s name in Joseph, Moses, David, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezra, Nehemiah and ordinary believers. Jesus spoke of the extension of His protective name regarding children, in 	unreserved worship of God where the knee had not bowed to Baal; Everlasting Father Himself confirmed Jesus’ status at His water baptism and transfiguration and Satan and the demons’ 	manner of address towards Jesus was revelational “If you are the Son of God…” where faced with the evil one’s three snares/traps the Lord passed in exemplary fashion. Demons and unclean 	spirits addressed the Lord as “Jesus, Son of the Most High God” and “You are the Son of God” where they obeyed His instruction to keep quiet, since only He possessed the knowledge that His 	time for fulfillment of the law had not yet come, see [Ge 48:16; Ex 20:24; 2 Chr 6:9; Isa 9:6,7; 29:23; 45:23; Jer 44:26; Mk 1:9-12; 3:11; 5:7; 14:36; Jn 1:1-18; 12:26; 13:31-32; 17:5; 1 Cor 12:3; 	Phil 2:8-11; Rev 19:16 ].  


4	Scripture proved this in numerous ways, e.g. the rulers of this present age had no knowledge of the mystery of God “otherwise they would never have crucified the Lord Jesus”; the Alpha and 	Omega accurately predicted future events i.e. the fall of the Temple; Peter’s thrice denial; the fall of Jerusalem and further Christ the Lord stated the evil one was judged already and false 	teachers would deny His title; and not exempt from liability were them who used His name contemptuously. Lord Jesus speaking to John the aging disciple, warned His followers to never permit 	the evil one’s “mark” on their right hand or forehead!  [Ge 1:26; Mtt 12:40, 49-50; 24:2,6,7,10, 14, 24, 36; 26:2,31, 34, 64; 28:19; 1 Cor 2:8; Rev ch 12 and 13].  


5	Scripture	noted “[T]hese things are written so that you might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God and that by believing you may have Life in His name”, see [Jn 20:31]. 


	


Say  the Word  -  Hillsong © 2018 
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Graeme and his wife Vel expound on the parable of the father and his two sons, that gave rise to the Lord Jesus’ pronouncement upon obedience and its tangible effect on the heart, read at Matthew 21: 28-31 read with Luke 6:48-49. A father instructed two sons to assist him with his work1. One replied disrespectfully, felt repentant, then attended to his father’s work; the second son answered obsequiously, delivered no assistance and was distinctly unhelpful. According to our Lord’s interpretation, in reality the first son was the one who showed heartfelt obedience and performed the will of his father. The scornful, grudging2 manner with which the second son doused his father’s anticipation when he disregarded his father’s will was classified in Scripture as disobedience. In context, the idea of the son good3 enough to obey his father’s will would certainly not have been lost on our Lord since He was approximately two days’ away from His final meal in Jerusalem with His disciples and His own voluntary4 act of obedience, the effects of which had implications of Biblical and historic proportion and further still, the up and coming calculating, greedy betrayal; then finally, the rich symbolism of “the Passover Lamb” would potentially have lain heavy on our dear Saviour’s heart. The Lord thus pronounced on the essentialia  for genuine5 faith that obedience should be in the form of an actual committed action, where he addressed a pivotal number of leading temple, scribal, Pharisees and His disciples. Soteriologically, the believer who remained obedient and acted with goodness, will enter the kingdom of heaven6. Disobedience was dealt with by repentance, Scripturally7. ANY PERSON who wishes to have fellowship with the Lord God, should ask Him for Grace and you will never go hungry, since His purpose in Christ exists in the Salvation you ask for.   





Footnotes


1	In Covenantal context, obedience was proximate to ‘having ears to hear diligently’. Our Lord ‘heard’ His Father and from a righteous sacrifice once-for-all, brought humanity Grace [Ro 5:12-21].   


2	Being “stiff-necked” was a figure of speech that evolved from stubborn domestic animals e.g. oxen, who turned their shoulder away from the yoke and thus refused to follow directions to plough. 	The language of His people’s rebellion against Yahweh was categorised in the Scripture as - i) they cast God’s law behind their backs; ii) they worked great provocations; iii) their revolt made the 	whole heart sick; iv) their conceptions and utterances from the heart were falsehood; v) God dealt with them, see [Deut 31:27; 1 Sam 8: 7; Neh 9:16-17, 26, 29; Isa 1:5; 59:13; Jer 17:23; Hos 7:14].      


3	Abraham’s name etymologically meant “the father is exalted” and he was known for his role as “resident-alien without a capital city”, was a wealthy man with servants, animal stock and 	possessions. In accordance with early treaty-covenants Abraham agreed in covenant with “The Great King” Yahweh that pertained to appropriation of land, a wife, heirs, seed, blessing and victory 	from his enemies, in return for a monotheistic, unreserved worship of Yahweh. Despite Abraham’s ‘human weaknesses’ the Lord honoured His Covenant and it was recorded in Scripture that 	Abraham was generous without personal gain; his faith rested on God’s ability; he was able to charge his children and his household after him to keep the way of the Lord by doing righteousness 	and justice. The significance was that the New Testament elaborated on testimony by John the Baptist and Paul that it was no longer to racial descent unity and blessing but to Abraham’s 	obedience and faith that was of the class that brought justification, see [Ge 11:26-32;12:11-13; 14:14; 15:7-21;18:1-19; 22:1-4,15-20; 18:19; Matt 3:9; Ro 4:3-12; Gal 3:8].  


4	Christ’s words concerning obedience were worth hearing, in that it – a) was the base-rock of one’s character; b) was essential to membership of God’s family; c) held the key to spiritual knowledge; 


	d) secured the blessing of divine fellowship; e) no condemnation awaited believers. Following Jesus in authentic discipleship regardless of the cost meant submitting to God, however the purpose 	for the believer’s obedience had nexus to the Plan of the Lord Creator in that He invested in His creation as was His intention from the beginning. Genuine discipleship was marked by not “What 	should I be?” but by “How should I be?” see [Ro 8:1]. 


5	Scripture did not undercalculate the effects of obedience of God’s people throughout both Testaments e.g. - i) long before 2500 B.C. from Noah, obedience to God was a lifelong commitment; 


	ii) from Saul at around 1015 B.C. God sought obedience from the heart; iii) from Saul, obedience was always sacrifice, however sacrifice was not always obedience; iv) from General Abner, 	David’s peer, at around 930 B.C. obedience involved both action and advice on direction; v) from David at around 1010 B.C. obedience effected the preparation of the Temple; vi) from Hezekiah at 	around 715 B.C. his obedience to cleanse the Temple from idols/false altars found approval with Yahweh; vii) from Paul, obedience resulted from relationship with God however obedience was 	without power to earn relationship with God, belief in Christ with obedience effected it, see [Ge 7:16; 1 Sa 14:50; 2 Sa 4:12; 2 Ki 20:5-6; 1 Chr 13-14:2,12; Ac 7:8; Ac 17:22;1 Cor 4:1-2].   


6	God’s ways are a) perfect, b) not like man’s; c) sinners stumble at His ways; d) everlasting; e) unsearchable; f) just and true; g) since He is Eternal Father, He was able to alert His people to not fall 	at the first hurdle their opposers threw at them. The key component was to “abide in Christ”, see [Ps 18:30; Isa 55:8-9; Hos 14:9; Hab 3:6; Ro 11:33; Rev 15:3]. 


7	Disobedience was sin. God made a plan for forgiveness and the Spiritual message conveyed by Scripture was that the believer’s identity was bound up in Christ’s Salvation. The Apostles’ 	inscribed confidence as a necessity; Paul guided the Corinthians to administer themselves with confidence since their faith was in Christ; to Philemon Paul advised to not let go of his confidence in 	obedience; the author/s of Hebrews at around AD 60/70 strongly urged Jewish believers to never let go of their confidence in Christ and in His House, nor let go of their rejoicing; nor shed their 	confidence that effected great rewards, [2 Cor 5:5-7; Phil :21; Hebr 3:6; 10:35].   


	 


When I Say  -  Dennis and Noelene Prince from the album Most Popular Worship, an Integrity music compilation for Rhema RSA © 2008  
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Bible Readings - Graeme Fraser & Vel Fraser for 2019. 


The Constitution of 1996 of South Africa, the Bill of Rights enshrines our right to religious freedom at Chapter 2 section 7 (1) and (2), section 15(1).





Graeme and Vel continue our weekly Bible readings in 2019 with the purpose of following Christ’s teachings through His parables in the New Testament. As believers in Christ, Graeme and Vel passionately believe in the Scriptures that specifically provide for the Children of Israel “God is able to graft Israel in again”;  “all Israel whom Christ calls, will be saved according to the Father’s Covenant with Israel”;  “[Y]ou shall see me no more until you say ‘blessed is He Who comes in the name of the Lord’!”; “[W]here once we were aliens from the Commonwealth of Israel....but now in Christ Jesus we are reconciled, Jew and Christian in one body, through the Cross and through Christ we have access by one Spirit to the Father”;  “We are being built together, a holy temple for the Lord”;  “Christians must be grateful and careful”.  We believe Christ is God’s only begotten Son; Almighty God is His Father; all the angels of God worship Almighty God and Christ; the Lord alone directs His heavenly Hosts; Christ’s Throne of Grace is eternal; He was blameless; the Lord Jesus has no fellowship with lawlessness; He was anointed with the oil of gladness; He laid the foundation of the earth and heavens and Christ lives eternally. He will present His bride the Church unblemished before the Almighty God at God’s prescribed time. We believe the term Gentile originally meant “nations” where the Old Testament recorded the affinity of all nations, stressed in the traditions of Noah’s descendants and significantly in God’s Covenant with Abraham, his descendants being distinguished from other nations but not in any narrowly exclusive sense, as it was never God’s purpose that Gentiles be depicted narrowly, on the contrary, Gentiles were expressly assigned a place in kingdom prophecies that through Christ, worship was made acceptable to God; the Messiah would be their Light and they would bring His Salvation to the ends of the earth; the Lord according to His purpose would draw the remnant of Jacob into the midst of many peoples, they shall be among the Gentiles in God’s bosom expressly to the glory of Christ and all who wished to drink from Christ’s Well of Living Water was granted access. May God bless all nations, cultures and tongues in His embrace, see [Gen 10; 12:2; Ezr 6:21; Ps 119:106; Isa 11:10; 42:6; 49:6, 56:7; Jer 31:33; Mic 5:8; Mal 1:11; Mtt 3:11,16,17; 16:16-18; 18:17; 23:39; Jn 3:17,18; Ac 10:45; Ro 11:26; Eph 3:6; 2 Thess 1;11; Js 5:16; Rev 22:17]. 





ANY PERSON who wishes to be drawn by Almighty God into Jesus Christ’s bosom may ask Jesus for His Salvation, the Bible says He hears you and grants you Salvation. We urge thereafter that you urgently seek a Pastor or Minister who follows Jesus of Nazareth, who will attend to your individual care and spiritual growth. 
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Graeme and his wife Vel provide a brief exposition to the parable of the persistent widow  where the Lord called for continuance in prayer towards God, we read at Luke 18:1-8. The Lord’s Judges of the Old Testament adjudicated through various periods of theocratic reign. Ex post facto the Judges’1 era of swift deliverances, at around 1375 B.C. a civil war erupted and weighing in the balance once more was theocracy with its moral convictions and the opposing self-gratifications of social protocols. God raised up Samuel, a prayerful prophet of integrity, who guided the people regarding Yahweh’s laws2 and in their choice of king Saul3. Yahweh’s law provided for good and fair administrations towards the the poor and powerless4 so that they were given a chance to restore their fortunes. God’s law provided for widows left in penury from the unscrupulous; where at around AD 27, Christ Himself condemned the Pharisees for “devouring widows houses” [Mk 12:40], a reflection James the Just drew from and developed further in his book as the Lord God’s pure religion. Christ’s parable of contemporary life related to the persistent widow5 who, with few means of economic support6, finally received her justice. The Lord concluded His parable with the judge’s words that the elect7 of God ought to never cease praying and where God the Father, through Jesus, confirmed the event of Christ’s Second Appearance.  ANY PERSON who wishes to live by God’s Grace will find He is more than willing to reveal His Will to you and give you Jesus’ Salvation if you ask Abba Father. 





Footnotes


1	Moses was the first judge to apply God’s laws to disputes and he taught the people. At around 1375 B.C. the misdirection in choosing to not destroy the abominable cult altar with its declensions 	exposed the Israelites to approx 325 years of oppressive plunder. The Lord God raised up 12 deliverer-judges with rugged personalities, frailties of the flesh, bravery and courage who persistently 	prevailed to deliver His people and positioned them once more into a tightly regulated religious practice and daily living, under His guidance. On a proper reading, the integrity of Scripture insisted 	upon scrupulous, fair and impartial justice, particularly towards the orphan, fatherless and widows, see [Ex 18:13-27; Lev ch 18-24; Dt 1-17; Jdg 3:8-10; 2 Chr 19:9f].     


2	In the Old Testament the law related to God’s character of justice, good and holiness. Generally, the word miṣwâ denoted a direct command from a higher authority; and the laws sanctioned by 	God were termed deḇārȋm – His very Words. Legal terms incorporated casuistic law; ‘eḏȗṯ  rendered admonition; and further inscribed was assignment law. All were promulgated inter alia 	with apodictic law that encompassed “do’s and don’ts” and the Decalogue ‘if you don’t, then..” From the Persians came the term dāṯ which denoted a royal decree or governmental law to which 	Scripture related in its account of Ezra and at the birth of Jesus Christ. It is interesting that various codes, contracts and court procedures emanated from the Middle East with compilations that  	at times were technically adopted into Israelite law by wicked kings - however we won’t go into which nations’ laws contained a preamble, title, their framework or the gamut of promulgatory 	period, suffice to account for the most part, was the effect of some distasteful laws i.e. the smaller details in the Draconian approach that stipulated an illogical cruelty, especially regarding 	women, orphans and the fatherless, that was not Yahweh’s original law. A most fascinating composite of Hebrew law was the lack of legal theory. i.e. in the handing down of His law, the Most 	High needed no “rationale” nor was He required to have to answer to His creation. In the New Testament, the law was fulfilled in Christ in a much more glorious form and Paul the Apostle, with 	technical insight astutely stated, to be ‘under the law’ excluded one from His Grace since the Gospel discharged one from the law, however it was with one’s mind and inner self, the believer 	served the law of God’s love, in the righteousness of Christ, apart from the law. In addition, Paul wisely was resolute on submission to one’s governmental laws, [Mtt 2:4,16; Ro 3:21; 6:14; 7:16, 	22,25; 13:1-3].   


3	On becoming king at around 1050 B.C. Saul immediately separated the nation’s religious centre that Joshua had served under, from the political. When Saul and his officials ceased seeking 	God’s Will jealousies and strife were aroused, however Solomon, around 970 B.C. reconnected religious and political into one centre, once more [Dt 7:14; 1 Sa 8:5-7; 10:1; 11:4; 26:1; 1 Ki 7:7].       


4	Not all disputes were aligned to God’s laws, as the latter prophets from Isaiah at around 700 B.C. to Malachi at 447 B.C. prophesied to untenable levels of care that had evolved. David wrote, 	God was Judge of the widow; Solomon counselled it was the Lord who cared for a widow’s possessions; Isaiah warned against legislation that was cruel to widows; Ezekiel cited as sin the 	oppression of widows, see [Ps 68:5; Pr 15:25;Isa 10:2; Ezk 22:7]. 


5	Around AD 27, our Saviour’s time, the Sanhedrin or Council enjoyed wide powers relating to religious matters and the collection of revenue barring authority to adjudicate a capital offense, with 	the Romans reserving the right to interfere at any stage. The judge in the parable feared neither God nor man and it appeared he was a law unto himself. He had applied his discretion when he 	continually dismissed the widow’s case however he realized he was going to have to deal with the matter conclusively, since she insisted on making use of her access to Court, often afresh. The 	widow had placed him in the position of having to spend time thinking about her matter until eventually he made a decisive judgment in her favour, by simultaneously remarking that “..[l]ikewise 	would God avenge His elect, with speedy judgment”, see [Prov 8:10; Isa 1:17; Mtt  23:14; 27:3-10; Jn 13:27; Ac 6:5-10; Ro 9:30; 10:4]. 


6	The reason is now clear, why at around AD 35, the early distribution of food to the needy and widows was initiated by an express criteria of one who must be filled with the Holy Spirit and wisdom. 	In context, the native Jewish-Christians spoke Aramaic, a semitic language, the others were a mixture of Gentile converts from - Parthia, a few Medes, Elamites, Mesopotamians, Judeans, 	Cappadocians, Pontus, Phrygia, Pamphylia, Cyrene, Libya, Rome, Cretans and Arabians who had left their families to follow Jesus. Stephen understood ṣeḏāqâ, a 	characteristic of God’s justice, 	an extra-ordinary facet of tender dependance on God’s mercy that was aligned to the supra-judicial imputed merit of Christ’s sinless, faultless Life.  


7	Being “born-again” meant that believers persisted in prayer, that developed character, faith and hope. As Graeme in our weekly Bible Study related “Being born-again has made me see life’s 	“real” things, that God all this time, wanted me to see…”


		 


At Your Feet    -  Dave George, David Kennedy, Hillsong London, Hillsong Publishing © 2008
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Graeme and his wife Vel use the opportunity to summarise and explain salient issues extracted generally from the Sermon on the Mount, where our Lord Jesus having already spent several days teaching, preached of the impact a building with a solid foundation had, read at Matthew 7:24-29 and Lk 6:41-49. In context, the religious leaders at around AD 30 had cited traditions and quoted previous authorities in support of their arguments and interpretations, whereas the Lord’s foundational authority lay in the fact that He was the “original Word” and He always correlated His work with and cited His Father in heaven. The disciples, without a doubt had noticed the crowds drawn towards the Master as they pushed forward to touch Him, pressed in close to be near Him and naturally the disciples were open to feelings of importance and possessiveness, however from His Sermon the Lord warned sharply against such fleeting temptations. It came thus as no surprise that at the religious leaders reference of Jesus as “Lord, Lord”, He rationally drew a distinction between genuine obedience and false piety; pointing to the exacting, scrupulous Pharisees1 who’s counsel picked at others’ mistakes while grandly promoting their self-interest. Jesus’ preaching was good news in that His Words offered liberty, hope, kindness, strategy, peace of heart and eternal Life with God and as they listened, the crowds had to stop and think about where their lives were headed, specifically in light of heavily weighted consequences2 such as the Lord mentioned to those who ignored His principles, which He connected to that of a house with no foundation that came under a severe flood3. The Lord considered it spiritually strategic to build4 on a solid5 foundation and He urged His disciples and the crowds to practise6 His Father’s concepts, that the floods should never7 have power to cut them adrift. ANY PERSON who wishes to spiritually know God by building a solid relationship with Christ the Saviour, may pray and ask for God’s blessing of Salvation.      





Footnotes


1	Some of the Lord’s sternest warnings were directed at the Pharisees’ level of hatred, injustice and lack of mercy towards Judah’s other citizens. A ‘speck’ was akin to a mote, piece of dust or small 	piece of straw that flew into one’s eye - denoting a minor fault. In contrast, the Lord referred to the hypocrisy of the Pharisees who attempted to set others’ right with their criticisms while ignoring 	the “long piece of squared timber” in their own eyes, see [Lk 6:41]. 


2	Two servants of God whom Scripture exhibited as displaying a weak and a solid foundation, at around 1750 B.C. and 458 B.C. respectively, were of essential import - i) Samson permitted his 	secure relationship with Yahweh to deteriorate to such an extent he was tripped up by a net of empty flattery. When he was taken to Ghazza - famous for its many spring wells and a strategic 	point  along the great caravan route that connected the N and S regions - he was exhibited not for one who trusted God, but as an example of weakness. Minutes before the celebratory dinner 	over his capture went into full swing and in spite of Samson’s disobedience, God did not wholly abandon him but “heard” his last confession and utilised Samson’s strength finally and mightily; 


	ii) Ezra, Secretary of State to the Persian Cyrus, was a man who’s whole life was dedicated in conscientious faith to the Lord God. 80 years after the first exiles had returned, he compiled a 	meticulously categorised report and armed with the royal decree that authorized his return, stood and faced Jerusalem, ready to effect restoration of the foundation of Yahweh’s religion 	regarding Spiritual identity, that had been carefully preserved by the likes of a few Spiritually alert prophets such as Daniel, Ezekiel, Isaiah, Nehemiah and other minor prophets who’s hearts were 	loyal to God’s Word, were patient and confident in the Lord to keep His promises. Ezra praised God for His greatness, the written law and for the will to obey, see [Jdg 16:1-30, Ezra 7+8].


3	The flood account in Genesis was no mere “heavy downpour” of ordinary rain. The text in Genesis indicated a cosmic upheaval of supernatural, geological proportion in the earth’s crust where 	ocean floors raised up until the waters covered the earth. The earth was returned to its primitive chaos because the people were foolish and had failed. Jesus the Lord uncompromisingly chose 	the word ‘flood’ since it more than accurately depicted the hopeless state a foolish “de-generation” would return to, without the solid foundation of His Father’s teachings. 


4	Scripture pronounced conclusively those who built on the strong foundation of God’s Word and described them as wise learners whereas those who were foolish were failures. i) wise learners – 	received instruction; desired to be taught; listened to mature believers; accepted parents’ discipline, worked hard, chose which “friend” to listen to; received life and fame; profited from 	constructive criticism; trusted God’s wisdom. ii) foolish failures – refused reproof; thought they were too good to work; plunged ahead with their foolishness; mocked their parents; did not learn 	from their mistakes; lost their opportunities to grow; ended in poverty and disgrace; self-destructed in their own folly; were gullible, see [Prov 10:8,17; 12:1,15,26; 13:1; 14:7; 15:31; 19:20; 20:5].    


5	When Scripture promised “everything you do in the Lord shall prosper”, that did not imply immunity from failure or difficulties. Nor was it a guarantee of health, wealth and happiness. Prosperity 	transpired when the Lord God’s wisdom was applied in a believer’s life and the fruit it bore was good and found the Lord’s approval. Believers were meant to soak up God’s Word like a 	plant drew in water, producing actions and attitudes that honoured God. True prosperity therefore lay in the discovery of the value or worth of God’s Word, see [Ps 1:3].  	


6	Jesus taught believers to meet God intimately, how to learn more about God, the manner in which to address Him and approach Him, how to understand what He wrote in His Word, how to praise 	God, how to know He is in control of their future, how to please God and how to worship Him, see in seriatim [Ps 103; Ps 24; Ps 5; Ps 119:1-40; Ps 145; Ps 146; Ps 136; Ps 104].


7	Based upon the Word of God, the righteous enjoyed a good quality of life. Jesus taught they had treasure for their goodness and their paths led them away from evil; they were bold as lions and 	were rescued from harm; they had a firm footing, they had a strong anchor and they were able to persevere, see [Prov 4:6; 10:25; 15:6; 16:17].


	 	


Mercy   - 	Amanda Cook from the Album “A Brave New World” © 2018 


Who am I 	-      Casting Crowns from the album Casting Crowns produced by Steve Curtis Chapman& Mark Miller © 2003
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Graeme and his wife Vel provide a shortened analysis of the parable Jesus taught regarding the unproductive fig tree, where we read at Mk 11:12-14 and Lk 13:6-9. In context, the Lord, in Luke’s account, had previously remarked on two matters that had taken place a priori to His teaching on the Kingdom of God. i) News came of a large contingent of Jewish Galileans who had been killed by Pilate1 and; ii) The Tower of Siloam2 had fallen on 18 people who had subsequently died. The crowd that gathered around the Lord Jesus asked Him if the mishaps were due to the people being sinful. The Lord Jesus always imparted information so that each person might have opportunity to believe and act and His reply was significant3.  The state of affairs of the non-fruit producing fig tree are noteworthy. The slow-growing fig demanded years of patient labour thus its productivity was a sign of rare divine favour. The master’s decision to rid himself of the unproductive fig4 tree was tempered by the dedicated and wholehearted manager who was aware of the complicated biology of the fig, the crucial choice for its location and soil, wisely put forth the idea of a powerful stimulus via addressing the tree’s vulnerabilities with extra feeding, soil nutrition, time spent in care for the plant and its pollination. While this allowed a margin for manouvre, the plant was under “notice” to start producing, otherwise there would be no more special treatment, but that it would be cut down. The references to the Jews first, in both parables in AD 26, to produce fruit in keeping with repentance through Christ the Lord, was not hard to miss. Sin, when unconfessed will bring a full judgment from God in order to curb evil. Our Lord, before His entrance into Jerusalem had wept for the city and its unrepentance. ANY PERSON who wishes to accept Christ’s Salvation and become spiritually productive may pray to Jesus Christ Himself, as Father in heaven leads you, and because we know the Lord Jesus is loving, forgiving, merciful and kind, He will give you His wonderful Grace and Eternal Life if you repent..   





Footnotes





1	Procurator Pilate, a finance officer from the equestrian order, “rigid and exceedingly wrathful”, at around AD 26, immediately following his appointment took steps to confine his attention to widely 	publicising his power – i) over the army - cohorts, cavalry and infantry stationed at Caesarea with a detachment on garrison duty in Jerusalem itself; ii) valid power to reverse a capital sentence i.e. 	power over “life and death”; iii) custody over the Temple, its funds and the very vestments of the high priest. In addition, in order to curtail and antagonize the Jews, Pilate set up a Roman 	Standard in the Temple area that bore the image of the Emperor – an act the religious Jews found distasteful indeed and it was only after Pilate received death threats, that he sent the images 	back to Caesarea. In a particularly inopportune action, Pilate inter alia built an aqueduct, constructed from a spring 40km away with revenue extracted from the Temple treasury, following which 	Jewish protestors in large numbers were slain by Pilate’s disguised soldiers. The constant atrocious murders-without-trial, provocations, spiteful treatment and unrepentant grievous brutalities 	prompted the Jewish leadership to report matters to Pilate’s Imperial oversight, open to a private charge although a most dangerous undertaking, which produced the effect of Pilate invariably, 	going forward, having to consider every decision taken under the steady threat of potential Imperial displeasure. The incident caused a worried murmuring among the crowd who asked Jesus if 	sin was the reason for the unfortunate deaths to which the Lord replied, “no”, however every person needed to repent of their sins. The Lord had watched the interplay of Pilate against the Jewish 	citizens and on His last trip, overlooking Jerusalem, He wept for the role the city might play in the future, since it was also the place of God’s election, Presence and protection. Scripture noted 	further, Pilate’s indecision in stamping his approval to the judicial murder of the Saviour, due predominately to a fear of Imperial oversight; and noted too, was the grasp of control and mockery of 	Pilate’s wording on the superscription, see [Mtt 23:37f; Mtt 27:37; Jn 19:19-22].   


2	The lack of water was symbolic of a) bad planning and b) void of God’s refreshment. From the Hasmonean Wall down the Ophel Hill, outside the city walls, water flowed into the pool of Gihon, 	where King Hezekiah of Judah, at around 715 B.C. created an entrance and tunnel of approx.1750 feet, that allowed a further conduit through a long shaft that found its way into the refreshing 	Pool of Siloam. The conveyance of water into a pool in the city was clever, since citizens could collect without being attacked – especially significant in times of siege. The local disaster of the 	Tower of Siloam, sited on the Ophel ridge at the mouth of Hezekiah’s tunnel was fresh in the minds of the crowd, however the occurrence reminded the Lord of the consequences of a lack of 	water to spiritually cleanse and be refreshed with, hence His reply pertaining to the need for repentance, see [1 Ki 17:1; 2 Ki 20:20; 2 Chr 32:20;Jer 14:3; Hag 1:11;  Lk 13:4].   


3	Generally, a falsely held belief carried the suggestion that calamity happened to them who were very sinful. We live in a world where good behaviour is not always rewarded and bad behaviour 	is not always punished, therefore innocent people sometimes suffered. If God took suffering away everytime it was requested, it would not be long and people would follow Him for reasons only of 	comfort and convenience. Regardless of the reasons, the Lord Jesus stated staying alive or being killed was in no way a measure of righteousness. Everyone will die, that is part of being human, 	however not everyone needs to stay dead. Jesus indicated repentance was a necessity and He later promised, those who believed in Him would enjoy Eternal Life, see [Jn 3:16; 20:21].    


4	The vine, olive and fig cultivars were brought into Palestine early and all three were associated with Yahweh’s promise for prosperity and instrumental to the prophetic voice. The fig was 	often planted alongside the vine so that its branches and the vine’s foliage provided shade, which led to the well-known expression “[t]o sit under one’s own vine and fig tree” as a symbol of long-	continued well-being and prosperity. The blooms of the fig appeared before its leaves and in Mark, the Lord, potentially on seeing leaves might have expected fruit and in His expectation of fruit, 	where there appeared none, it was more than disappointing. The Lord had the previous day experienced the exhuberance and shouts of ‘Hosanna’, “save us” and “pray” as He obediently entered 	Jerusalem and at that juncture, the non-production of fruit from the fig tree, as it had happened with Jeremiah at around 627 B.C., drew a prophetic utterance that presaged “no growth, no longer”, 	see [Jdg 9:77; 1 Ki 4:25; Ps 107:20;  Pr 27:18; Jer 5:17; 8:13,15; Mtt 6:9-15;15:24; 21:9, 37; Mk 11:12-14; Jn 3:16; Jn 7:28,38; Rev 1:1-8].  


   	


The basics of Life  -  Sung by 4Him, Benson Records 4himmusic.com © 2018


Held  -  Natalie Grant, from the album Natalie Grant, Curb Records, Wow Anniversary © 2018
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Graeme and his wife Vel address the purpose, impact and literal emphasis pertaining to the parable the Lord Jesus taught regarding Himself as the Vine, read at John 15:1-8. 


John, the author of the Gospel considered the teaching of Jesus in that He clearly expressed the unique relationship between the Father and Himself - the Father - Creator and Sustainer1 who provided for and tended the Vine, while Christ the Lord rendered the components critical to continuance, through His preaching. He taught that God is Spirit, all-powerful, omniscient and all-knowing, holy, righteous and Loving, in addition He portrayed Father God as “the plowman, husbandman and gardener” who purposed the branches to produce many grapes, surrounded by His loving care. The Lord explained that He himself was the Vine2, the purposed structure through which each believer depended for growth and productivity in a macrobiotic relationship3 with Him, purposed to remain in perfect union4 with Him. The believers would live a true, good life, secure in the love of the Father and Son. All necessary attention for the production of outstanding fruit was proffered by Father God as long as the branch remained connected to its Vine. Father God daily sent sunshine and rain to make the branches produce tiny plants and tendrils that were nurtured and prepared in order to create a glorious harvest for the Everlasting Father. In the Passover meal, regarding the fruit of the vine, Jesus spoke “[e]veryone who eats My flesh and drinks My blood remains in me”5. The New Covenant fulfilled everything the Old Testament prophets’ looked forward to. The believer and the Church attended constantly to their relationship with Father God and Jesus the Saviour with power as the Lord “guarded her through faith for a Salvation ready to be revealed at the last time”.  ANY  PERSON who wishes to accept Christ’s invitation to know God personally is welcome to approach, repent of your sins and further, ask Father God for Jesus’ Salvation and He gives you His Grace.         





Footnotes


1	Historically, at around 627 to 586 B.C. the prophetic voice of Jeremiah evoked a non-compromising antagonism towards profligacy and improbity; and the pinnacle of his prophecies envisaged 	great changes in external observance of the Covenant. He addressed antithetic reform via – the sacrifices, the law, worship, knowledge of the Lord God and pertaining to the Ark of the Covenant 	of the Lord - witness, testimony and confession “to answer the Lord God” would be renewed in a more glorious form. Obedience and worship would be voluntary and from the heart as the law 	would be written upon each individual’s heart thus prompting a spontaneous and perfect obedience from a circumcised heart. God’s purposes were drawn towards the spiritual bond that would 	exist between Lord God and the individual, where each one would know God for himself and herself, see [Lev 24:3; Dt 10:8; Ps 110:3; Jer 2:8; 3:16; 4:4; 5:13, 30f; 8:8; 9:26; 6:10; 7:4-15, 21-26; 	ch 29; 31:31-34; 33:14-26].  


2	The impact of the Vine found its location in early fatherly bestowal, at around 1806 B.C. of good upon Judah, the fourth son of Jacob by Leah. The blessing continued with effect throughout the 	ages and Scripture recorded the ‘eulogia’ upon the Messiah, operative as “he would tether his colt to the vine; wash His garments in the colour of grapes” – etymologically meaning - the Messiah 	would fulfill His endowment of – i) voluntary obedience; ii) peace as a hallmark of His ministry – also expected of His disciples; iii) He would be sinless, filled with praise, and; iv) declared with 	approval as ‘Alpha’ and ‘Omega’, retaining His authority into Eternity, accounted for by John the aging disciple in the prophecy of Revelation. The significance of “choicest Vine” symbolically 	meant God’s purposes were realised in Messiah’s works with accompanied productivity, deliverance, victory and prosperity. Men and women who voluntarily accepted Jesus Christ would be 	similarly blessed with the desire to obey, who washed their garments in the one and only conclusive sacrifice of the Lamb of God on the Cross - the believers’ High Priest in perpetuity that the 	author/s of Hebrews alluded to - not to legal cleansing but personal washing exclusively under one written faithful agreement authored by Christ [Gen 49; Ps 80:8-14; Ps 110:1-4; Isa 5:15; Heb 	ch7, 8 and 9:4-5; Rev 1:8,11, 18-20; 5:12-13; 21:6,22-27; ch22]. See pg 9 supra for extended details of the botanical vine. 


3	Interestingly, Paul incorporated mention of the “scioned branches”  in his preaching of the “Israel of God” who consisted firstly of disciples that Luke submitted were the Lord’s “little flock” singled 	out to receive the kingdom, augmented by ‘other sheep’ who had never belonged to the Jewish fold, a community of believers in Jesus irrespective of their natural origin, with hearts that contained 	the Word of God as Jeremiah prophesied. The nucleus of this new Israel was according to Paul, Jewish, at present prevented by a partial and temporary blindness from recognizing their ancestral 	hope in Jesus, upon whose sinless Life Salvation rested. The veil from their eyes would be removed at God’s prescribed time, after the Gentiles’ number had been fulfilled, [Lk 12:32; Ro 11:18, 	25ff; Js 1:1; 1 Pe 1:1; 2:9].


4	Appropriately various people with opportunity to engage with the Lord “abided” in Him - i) Balaam, sent to curse Israel, arrived at a clearing that overlooked the location where Israel “abided” on 	the plains and voluntarily chose to bless them instead; ii) David illustrated abiding as “sharing in an inheritance”; iii) and again, David in giving all his personal fortune to the Temple who 	encouraged others likewise, praised and mirrored the distinction between man’s fleeting life and Yahweh who “abided” forever; iv) the shepherds “abided” in the fields with their flocks on the night 	of the Lord Jesus’ birth and were startled and honoured to view hosts of angels worshipping God in the heavens, in addition they were the first to be afforded such vital information as Jesus’ birth 	and where they might find Him to worship Him; v) Jesus considered the impact of hearts that were void of the Word of God and accurately configured that was the reason for the religious leaders’ 	unbelief; vi) John, Christ’s aging disciple echoed Jesus’ words that believers who hated their brothers did not have the Word of God “abiding” in their hearts since Abba Father’s Salvation 	was a religion of the heart, see [Num 24:2;1 Sam 26:19; 1 Chr 29:15; Luke 2:8; Jn 5:38; 1 Jn 3:15].   


5	At around AD 31 this was a shocking message - to eat flesh and drink blood seemed cannabilistic - however the Lord made reference not to literal blood but to His Life that had become their 	own, He and His disciples had become spiritually one-in-heart. The Apostle Paul later used the “body and blood” analogy to illustrate Communion, and an orderly Communion at that, participated 	in, on the Lord’s Day, where deliverance from sin by Christ’s death once-for-all was celebrated. Each believer personally approached Father God since He was intimately aware of each heart. 	Participating in Communion literally afforded believers a window of opportunity to do as Jesus told the disciples“[r]emember Me”, see [1 Cor 11:23-26].  


Glorious  -  Paul Baloche from the “Live” album, Integrity Music© 2008
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Graeme and his wife Vel explain the meaning and effects of the parable of the Bread of Life, at John 6:22-58, where we also read of the circumstances that justified particular admissions from the Lord.  Ante the parable, the Lord performed the miracle of feeding from five loaves of bread and two fishes, a crowd of five thousand1. His non-selfconscious response to pressing need around Him was a regular feature of His nature of consideration and care - as opposed to the heresiarch who vied for popularity, influence and power. At Capernaum the Lord who was filled with the fullness of the Godhead, spoke words to the common people, prefaced with an invitation “..[y]ou sought me not for the bread but that you ate2 and were filled3”. The significance of His ability to meet the needs of peoples’ souls was i) the inevitable Messiah’s deliverance4; ii) evidence of the Kingdom of God; iii) evidence of His conquest over evil. The crowd, in awe of Christ’s bold anointed teaching, exposed their faith and in response they received His challenge, to trust in Him. As a necessary step the Lord drew  a parallel between Moses5 having been given bread by the Father in heaven, distinguishable from Himself, the original Bread that came down from heaven, an everlasting reality, ever available and of eternal value6. The Bread was an invitation to Salvation and four matters were articulated - a) Christ was “sent”; b) as Head of the [later] Church, Christ commenced with a powerful display of miracles, that the Apostles years’ later experienced as they too led the Church; c) Christ proffered the invitation of Salvation to the Jews first, who later became co-workers in the Churchs’ foundation7; d) His invitation to partake of the true7 bread demanded the predominately Jewish crowd make a decision, which they did and Scripture recorded they followed not the world8, but Christ. Ex post facto the Lord’s resurrection He claimed universal authority which thus opened the Way of Salvation to all nations, cultures and tongues.  ANY PERSON who wishes to partake of the true bread of Life, accept Christ’s Salvation and be satisfied in your soul, you will be raised up at the last Day.  





Footnotes


1	The miracle took place on a hillside at Bethsaida-Julius near the Sea of Galilee, its waters 650 feet below sea level and 150 feet deep, its physical features often led to wind and high waves. 	From that location the disciples embarked across the sea in a small boat and soon encountered a windy sea. In the midst of it they were seized with the sight of their Lord Jesus walking calmly 	across the rejoicing waters towards them where the Presence of Christ’s authority gave them peace. The well documented historical act of Almighty God 	parting the waters for Moses and his 	fellow nationals in the wilderness at around 1450 B.C. was a source of reflection later since the disciples had witnessed Christ’s full sovereign power over the waters and according to God’s 	purpose the Apostles later inscribed the accompanying wonders of Christ’s truth and support, that worked similarly in the Church, in addition, the confirmation found application in Paul’s ministry. 	As the Lord alighted in Capernaum the crowds were present, [Ex 15; 19-31;1 Chr 16:32; Mtt 11:2-5; 28:18;Mk 1:22; 6:48;11:27-33;Jn 6:19; Ac 2:1-13ff;3:1-6; 9:32-42; Ro 15:18-19; 2 Cor 12:12].     


2	At around 1446 B.C. the Tabernacle Showbread and grain sacrifice were competent where Adonai YHWH’s glory dwelt and satisfied His people’s souls. In sharp contrast the ever-watchful 	Ezekiel’s vivid preaching to the captives in demonic Babylon elaborated on the departure of the Source from the Sanctuary and advised silver and gold could not satisfy the soul in its place.  	Christ attested to the holy bread on the Lord’s Day - i) its beautious holy requirement for Communion ii) bread was representative of the glorious Lord’s actual body  iii) as a fitting eponymy to 	Christ, see [Gen 14:18; Ex 12:34; 25:30; Lev 21:6; 26:26; 1 Ki 12; Ps 105:40; Prov 6:8; Ez 7:19; Mtt 26:28; 27:66]. 


3	The crowd were good people and the bread filled them with – joy; goodness; wisdom; comfort; wonder; knowledge [Ez 10:4; 28:3;Prov14:14;Lk 2:40;14:23;Ac 3:10;4:8;13:45;Eph4:13;Col 1:19].  


4	The prophets throughout the ages unremittingly prophesied of the Messiah, notably Abraham, David, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Daniel. ‘Messiah’ meant “anointed One” with ability to deliver the 	Hebrews from the yoke of aliens and make them a great nation ruling over the world. The promise was issued to Eve and with varying phraseology repeated through to Jesus of Nazareth who 	was understood to be the long-awaited Messiah and for that reason was referenced as Christ where further it followed, the Messiah’s death was the proof to Israel of His anointing. In addition, the 	title ‘Christ’ was deliberately acknowledged by Paul, a Jew from Tarsus, who technically grasped its significance in bringing about God’s kingdom through love, humility, service and certainly not 	through physical force and violence. Jesus’ miracles gave evidence He was the Christ and under oath He acknowledged two facts to the High Priest [who actually had no jurisdiction to question 	Him] that He was divine and that He would be Returning, see [Gen 3:15; 2 Sa 2:51; Dan 9:25-26; Mtt 26:63-64;Jn 1:41; 4:25; 12:34]. 


5	In the Old Testament, Jehovah Adonai rained down bread from heaven and daily Moses and the Children of Israel collected for their needs and at night the supply of quail sufficed. Our Lord thus 	ensured the crowd understood that Moses was given bread but that Moses was not the Bread of heaven – the claim from Jesus of Nazareth to be true Bread of Life drew people, see [Ex 16:4ff].  


6	Scripture attributed unquestioned perfection to Abba Father and His Right Arm Jesus Christ, who worked Salvation for Him - truth, dependability, faithfulness, outstanding morals, anointed  	Judge, unswerving care towards His Children, His permanently valid Word, Christ’s trust in Father’s truth [Ps 31:5; 57:3; 96:13; Jn 16:13; Ro 3:7; 2 Cor 7:14; Gal 2:5; Hebr 8:2-4ff]. 


7	Consideration of the issue required an extension of three more references where i) the Lord Jesus offered eternal Life; ii) He offered up His very own Life to clinch the believer’s relationship  	 	with Everlasting Father; iii) as opposed to the ‘wolf’ who devoured and did not give. The Holy Spirit working with the Apostles continuously confirmed the inherent truth of the Bread of Life, see [Mt 	7:15; Mk 14:22; Lk 6:26; Jn 10:9; 1 Cor 10:3f; Rev 2:7,17; 19:9]. 


8	Characteristics of worldly things rendered superfluous. They are – deceitful; likened to ashes; engendered lust; constituted as husks; perishable [Pr 23:2-3; Isa 44:20; 55:2; Lk 15:16; Jn 6:27].





You Revive Me  -  Christy Nockels from the Album Passion “White Flag” © 2018 


Overcomer -  Mandisa from the album “Golden Anniversary” Wow  © 2018
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Graeme and his wife Vel coherently synchronize facts gleaned from the Lord’s parable, that discussed the matter of tares growing with a crop of wheat, read at Matthew 13:24-30; 36-43, read with Matthew 3:12. It was generally recognized that tares1 grew alongside wheat however it was viewed with a modicum of alarm when the tares were noticed as having already grown to the size of the heads of wheat. Their presence was ascertained as a setback2 and the request came whether the tares ought to be removed. The problem was dealt with quickly by the Master directing they ought not to be removed since in the exercise, the wheat would be uprooted; the validity of wheat and chaff would be challenged later at harvest time, by the reapers with winnowing forks.  In Scripture, wheat was symbolic for righteousness and the tares for wickedness3. There were varying categories of productivity and good works accomplished - i) in co-operation directly with God; ii) immediate service to God; iii) an individual task for the Mighty God; iv) expressed within God’s abundant labors; v) the field of one’s own life as Christ’s witness4; vi) God’s works carried out to completion. In conclusion, our Saviour’s example of living a humble holy productive life on earth5 is a primary example, as in - He went about doing good, teaching in the synagogue; preaching in public places; He intentionally disregarded simulated barriers by sitting with the needy no matter their social standing; He welcomed those with doubtful morals to learn from Him; He deliberately spent time with the hated and ostracised; He cut through the tangle of legislation in recognition of its original intention, delivering and showering mercy upon the downtrodden and the exploited; He revealed His kindness and concern while deliberately reaching out in prayer on behalf of the ill-treated. Thus, if our Lord effected good works knowing it would please His heavenly Father, how much more significant is it that believers do likewise. ANY PERSON who genuinely wishes to enjoy fellowship with Everlasting Father, repent of your past sins and ask Jesus the Lord for His Salvation and Grace. We urge thereafter to seek a Pastor or Minister who follows Jesus of Nazareth, to attend to your individual needs and spiritual growth. 





Footnotes


1	The grass-like weed, lolium temultentum, classified as chaff, was separated and discarded as useless. Servants of God spanning the time period 2000 B.C. to around 715 B.C. proffered 	meaning to “chaff”. Job observed it was likened to straw, easily blown away; David, defined the wicked as chaff, quickly blown away by the wind; Isaiah’s view was that chaff was as light as a 	small twig that a fire engulfed; Hosea Ephraim, extremely telling in his anti-syncretic language relegated the wiley as chaff saying where once people spoke well of them, they would soon not even 	be remembered. Further, Scripture established the devil existed for God’s purposes and rationally identified a created creature, risen above its station who talked to man, presenting itself as 	man’s “equal”. It engaged in intelligible conversation, acted superior, even apparantely able to cogently “instruct” man in matters where according to the creature, man had been ostensibly 	“misguided”. It purported to administer a “correct understanding” to God’s perfect Law and Perfect Person and the serpent spoke as though well able to “weigh God in the balance”, to discern the 	Lord Almighty’s inner thoughts and expose God’s “hidden motives”. The serpent then moved quickly to display open hostility towards God and revealed a hatred for God, a sneering mockery and 	readiness to destroy the wonderful Creation of the Most High God. Scripture knew only one who displayed such a genus of ungodly arrogance and aptly referenced him as “that ancient serpent 	who is the devil and Satan”, one whom the Lord Almighty deals with in His own prescribed time, see  [Gen 3; Job 21:18; Ps 1:4; Isa 4:4-15; 5:24; 17:13; Hos 13:3; Rev 2:20;14:17-19;].  


2	Scripture recorded an interesting development well before 2500 B.C. that pertained to the generations of Cain. The short narrative regarding Lamech and his family revealed the variety of talent 	and ability God had given them and yet, even at that period, two distinct groups emerged. On the one side, another murder had occurred, presumably in self-defense, violence was on the rise and 	the inhabitants were bent on sin and doing evil; distinguishable from those called the “people of God” that consisted of men and women faithful to obey God’s rules for their existence where Noah 	also found Grace in the eyes of God, see [Ge 4:17-24, 26; 6:5-8].  


3	Firstly, the Lord Jesus often categorized the sin of His contemporaries as wickedness; secondly, Peter the Apostle declared that wicked men had crucified the Saviour; Thirdly, Paul nominated 	wickedness as perversity of mind; fourthly, Scripture considered wickedness was progressive and perverse at inflicting harm; fifthly, Solomon prudently advised, to choose as one’s goal serving 	the Lord God since that had the greatest heavenly impact, anything else left one sour in the end, then further, he deduced i) on the strenuous insistence of certainty of punishment for the 	wicked, however ii) sometimes it seemed the good died young while the wicked went on and on, and iii) it was an oddity that when the wicked died they were praised in the very city where the 	majority of their horrible activities had occurred and, moreover, Solomon’s conclusion was clinched as iv) waiting for the perfect condition to arise meant inactivity, therefore it was better to fear 	God and commence acting righteously straight away, while v) never permitting the wicked to cast a shadow over one’s heavenly joy, faith and good works because the Mighty God was in control 	and would at His prescribed time, review each one’s life, see in seriatim [Mtt  13:49; 16:4; Acts 2:23; Ro 1:29; Gen 6:5; Pr 21:10; Ecc 3:17, ch5; 7:17; 8:8-17; 11:14; 12:13-14].     


4	The kērygmatic witness for Christ, palpably affirmed by a marked restoration of praise that pointed to a critical distinction favouring wheat, also founded in the words of our Lord Himself, “If God 	were your Father, you would love Me, for I proceeded forth and came from God; nor have I come of Myself, but He who sent Me”. Sin has been broken by Christ and a way is opened for 	fellowship with God and the production of “wheat”, see [Mk 16:15-20; Jn 1:45; 8:44]. 


5	Scripture determined good and evil indeed do co-exist – a) in society; b) in the field of Christian work; c) in the Church; d) the good in contact with evil as a cog for the kērygmatic influence, 


	e) there will come the Hour of separation, see in seriatim  [Mtt 9:10; 13:29; 5:13; Jn 17:15; Lk 17:34; Rev 14:14-20]. 	


 


Lean    -  Nicole Nordman from the Album “Every Mile Mattered” Produced by Tommee Profitt, Sparrow Records © 2017


Never Gonna Let Me Go  -  Kristian Stanfill from the album Passion, Take it all, produced by Nathan Nockels © 2015 
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Graeme and his wife Vel portray fresh meaning to the Lord’s allegory between the true shepherds and false shepherds where in the parable praise was proffered to the former and censure to the latter, which is read at John 10:6-18.  One of the Old Testament titles for Yahweh was “true Shepherd of Israel”; and in the New Testament the title that depicted Jesus the Lord who gave His Life for His sheep, was “the Good Shepherd”. The physical form of Scriptural Shepherd1 was gleaned generally from the periods 2500 B.C. to AD 90 that in caring for his flock, the shepherd found grass and water in the dry, stony lands of Syria, Palestine and locations around Israel, who protected his charges from adverse weather, fierce creatures and retrieved any strays. A striking example of a good shepherd with non-vacillating resolve that found Yahweh’s approval was located in Psalm 23 and Psalm 78 by David, who in his prophecy and poetry described the Lord His Shepherd2 - an adumbration of his early days when he shepherded his own father’s flocks. Sheep were completely dependent upon the shepherd for provision, guidance and protection. Pertaining to the New Testament, the body of Christ were His sheep, obedient and wholly trusting in Him to lead them to the right places and to walk in the right way. Jesus as “the Gate3” or “the Door” Himself worked the works of His Father that He saw - Salvation, development of one’s faith and relationship with Father God, that was entirely possible only through Christ the Good Shepherd. Paul, James, Peter and John were good shepherds and three key concepts may be  drawn from the parable of the good shepherd and false4 shepherds - i) the good shepherd had the believers’ best interests at heart; ii) the good shepherd was a watchman, a teacher, was responsible, gave support to the priests and the Church, was faithful; iii) false shepherds brought harm5 upon the flock and abandoned them, therefore their identity was a most vital factor in the early establishment of the Churchs’ foundations.  ANY PERSON who wished to come to God through the Good Shepherd, Jesus Christ, may ask Him to grant you Salvation, repent of your sins and thank God for His rich blessings that avail you. 





Footnotes


1	Rachel was a shepherdess, Abel, Isaac, Jacob herded sheep and Moses and Amos considered shepherding an excellent preparation for future leadership roles, see [Gen 4:2; 13:7; 26;20;29:3 	30:36; Ex 3:1; 1 Sam 16:10; Ps 80:1; Ezek 34:14; Amos 1:1; Jn 10:11]. 


2	Christ was called the Good Shepherd due to His strict adherence to the holy demands of the Father in heaven, even that it cost the Lord Jesus His sinless Life. It was under that One sacrifice, the 	entire organogram of the early Church found its form and substance and was the platform upon which the shepherds of the flock imparted God’s knowledge and lived His love as a witness. 


3	At around AD 90 John the aging disciple, to the 2nd second generation Church gave a critical principle to follow that is no less true in modern times than when the Source gave the message to 	John “[b]y this you know the Spirit of God. Every spirit that confesses Jesus Christ came in the flesh, is of God” [Isa 56:10; 62:6; Jer 49:19; Ezek 34:16,23; Jn 4:2; Heb 13:20;1 Pe 2:25; 5:1-10]. 	 


4	Ezekiel stated God would judge false shepherds since they pursued self-development to the preclusion of broken, scattered people. The Apostles classified false shepherds as ‘heretics’, the root 	word denoting “choice” which had direct nexus to philosophicals who might choose to follow a particular fine-sounding argument or opinion, the suggestion leading to sectarian splintered sects 	within a body of people that they wore as if it were a badge of honour. Specifically Paul, James, Peter and John classified such sectarian parties as heresy, a “work of the flesh” and it was to these 	that Scripture made pointed referrals and issued dire warnings that false shepherds who in empty deceit, fed themselves, worried about their own health, ruled with force and cruelty, abandoned 	and scattered the sheep, kept the best for themselves and in men’s traditions doctrinally erred by denying the “blessed Redeemer-in-Whom-dwelt-the-full-Godhead”, see [2 Cor 2:16; Gal 5:20; 	Col 2:8-23;Tit 3:10; 2 Pe 2:1;1 Jn 4:2]. 


5	The priests at around 742 B.C., instead of seeking Yahweh, led by their own authority - religion without personal commitment - they spoke what the people wanted to hear yet in reality there 	were shocking injustices towards orphans, the poor, the defenceless, all of which were answered by Yahweh who commenced sending warnings for change. Jehovah wanted the people to 	recognize their sin and refocus on living for God. Micah, a blessed wonderful prophet set out a full litany of misuse of the priestly position - plotted wickedness, fraud, threats, stealing, 	dishonesty, driving out widows, unjust behaviour and murder – the list was lengthy, overwhelming and it recognised Yahweh’s hatred for wrongdoing, evil and greed which Micah inscribed as 	Yahweh’s burning, consuming steady stance. However, just as Yahweh’s sure judgment was ready to be meted out against all from the Northern and Southern kingdoms who had defied His 	righteous rule, Micah, with such hope and consolation prophesied of the coming of the merciful Messiah who presented a fresh Salvation opportunity for all, no-one left out, Who extended the 	free gift of Eternal Life  and whose core ministry was His anointing in ‘deliverance’ from all ungodly things that alienated people from the True God. Micah marvellously prophesied the actual town 	where Jesus the Lord would be born (. The message today Scripturally remains the same - forgive not grudgingly but mercifully; act justly; where breaks are tough, show kindness; in a world of 	self-sufficiency walk humbly before God and He will show you His goodness once again, see [Micah 1:2; 2:1-9; 3:1,9-12; 5:2; 6:1].   	 


	 


 Forgiven  - Crowder, Wow Worship 2018








Christ our Lord prayed for the Church  “Father, I pray for those You have given Me,  for they are Yours..” John 17
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Graeme and his wife Vel emphasize the Lord Jesus’ priorities according to the parable of the unreliable accountant, where the Lord addressed the consequences of an accountant’s improper professional behaviour, read at Luke 16:1-17. It was extensively rumoured regarding the accountant, that he professed honesty yet acted with guile since he had skimmed his master’s wealth and rendered a patently incorrect book recordal1. His master took a robust view of the matter, challenged his theft then forthrightly dismissed the accountant, but not before he left instruction for a final preparation of a proper accounting of his books. The accountant’s integrity had met its match in money matters where he was proven a sham  and who’d made use of a “sliding-scale of values”2. He proceeded to underhandedly restructure his master’s debt platform with his debtors through lessening his master’s financial overflow. Our Lord, in his allegory of the accountant, observed five issues - i) the cheating accountant owed a duty of care that was rationally related to his master’s trust in him; ii) friendship could not be purchased with money gained from bamboozling people; iii) entrance into heaven was not for sale; iv) service in matters of God’s Kingdom, meant fulfillment3 of God’s terms in return for blessings and protection afforded the Children of light who’s relationship with Abba Father was their most valuable possession; v) it was impossible for man to serve two masters, Lord God and money4 - simultaneously. The book of Proverbs set out wise advice concerning money5. ANY PERSON who genuinely wishes to seek to call on the One who can help you approach God, may turn and ask Jesus the Lord for His Salvation, then proceed to read God’s Word and obey God.       





Footnotes


1	In context of AD 31, the master’s recordal might have generally included entries of potential relevance – invoices, bank accounts, tax efficient remunerations, loan payments, entities in which the 	master had controlling interests, assets and real estate, interim management accounts, annual financial statements, annual accounts, distributable reserves of profits, see [2 Ki 4:7; Neh 5:7; Ps 	15:5; 37:21; Mtt 5:42].  


2	Pertaining to fiscal responsibility - aside from vice - generally the terms of Yahweh’s Covenant related to - diligence; fidelity; using honest weights; redeeming one’s time; maintenance of  	integrity and zeal; always worshipping God as sacred. The prophet Elisha, native of Abel-meholah at Tell Abū Sifri, lived in a generation during a time of some of the greatest 	tensions between 	worship of Yahweh and syncretism. Syncretism’s effect on five issues at around 743 B.C. before the captivity was significant - power, pleasure, passion, popularity and finances. Regarding 	power, the prophets and Children of Israel put Yahweh’s authority first and refused idolatry. b) regarding pleasure, it was considered best to live by faith into eternity therefore some cast 	sensuality aside; c) regarding passion, Scripture upheld the doctrine that each person was created uniquely, whereas idol worship reduced mankind to little more than animals; d) regarding 	popularity, praise to God was encouraged as it brought mankind into Lord God’s higher ethics and morals whereas the gods of the idols’ were a reflection of a depraved nature; e) regarding 	finances, 	Yahweh was honoured as Provider of good things and His holy people “managed His estate”. Scripture robustly asserted Yahweh revealed His Will to His prophets - nowhere in 	Scripture does it ever state God revealed His Will to anything pagan. Abraham refused payment from the king of Sodom; Ezra correctly advanced the tenet that God’s help must be invoked in 	managing Yahweh’s assets; The OT prophets, Jesus our Lord and His Apostles all refused monetary gain when attending to matters of divinity; Elisha refused a monetary gift  from the healed 	Naaman. After the Lord Jesus had supplied meaningful income for His Mother, brothers and sisters, He left His home “to have no home” in order to focus on His Father’s work; Peter’s stance at 	the mountebank’s suggestion of coins for God’s Holy Spirit was outright “may your money perish with you” and the early Church paid their Bishops, Elders, managed God’s assets administratively 	and fed the poor and disadvantaged – the only greed evident was that of Ananias and Sapphira’s lies, see [Gen 14:21; Dt 8:13; 28;2; Ez 7:20; Ps 3:8; 62:10; 119:36; Prov 18:11; 19:1; 28:20; Isa 	19:24; Mic 6:11; Mtt 19:23; Mk 4:19; 10:21; 12:41-44; Jn 8:19,28, 38,49,54; Acts 5:1; 8:17-12; 19:26; 2 Cor 11:7-12; Eph 5:16 Col 4:5; 1 Ti 6:9; Rev 18:11-19].   


3	It was better to enjoy what wealth one had under the wonderful Counsel of God since He stated “rejoice in all that you put your hand to”, see [Dt 12:7; Mtt 5:24; Lk 11:41; 18:12; Acts 10:2; 20:28].  


4	Placing trust in riches Scripture viewed as perilous e.g. i) one grew stronger only by destroying others; ii) wealth to some was their unscalable wall; iii) Jesus noted, how very hard it was for the 	rich to enter the kingdom of heaven; iv) “eat, drink and take life easy” might not help if one’s life was required of him tonight; v) an inclination seeped in that led one to “forgetting” God; vi) an 	alarming escalation of greed occurred; viii) one’s trust placed in wealth alone subjected one to powerful temptations. Wherever God’s Presence rested, benevolence was a by-product e.g. Moses 	set laborers free after seven years with food and clothes; Boaz instructed his workers to leave enough wheat heads behind for the poor; Elisha engaged soldiers to not kill their captives but rather 	feed them and give them water to drink; the Children of Ephraim provided their prisoners with clothes, sandals, food, drink and healing balm; the inhabitants of Tema gave water to the thirsty and 	brought the fugitives food to fill their stomachs; Solomon wisely advised “feed even your enemy”; Isaiah elicited, share food with those genuinely hungry, provide shelter for the poor and clothe 	them who have a need; Christ our Saviour commanded brothers to never turn away a brother who wanted to borrow; Paul indicated, helping the weak was better; the good Samaritan advanced 	payment and explicitly emphasized any extra expense, he would re-imburse. see [Dt 15:12-13; Ru 2:15; 2 Ki 6:22; 2 Chr 28:15; Isa 21:14; 58:7; Pr 25;21; Mtt 5:42; Lk 10:35; Acts 20:35].    


5	God’s rational guidance about money can be observed in - i) advance the cause of righteousness; ii) be generous; iii) place people’s needs ahead of profits; iv) be cautious regarding 	countersigning for another; v) don’t accept bribes; vi) assist the poor; vii) save for the future; viii) be careful about borrowing, see [Prov 10:16; 11:24-26; 17:18,23; 19:17; 21:13,20; 22:7,9].





Deep in love with You, Abba Father  -  Michael W. Smith, Debbie Smith, Reunion Music Publishing © 2011
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Graeme and his wife Vel set out the position of the doctrine of the Lord Jesus’ Ascension, where its impact upon His Church, Scripture preserved. We read from Mark 16:19; Luke 24:51 and Acts 1:4-11 in context where the Lord after His resurrection, spent time with His disciples reassuring and commissioning them, then He was dramatically taken up into heaven by the comprehensive activity of God and seated1, the Word of God, at God’s right hand. Significantly prevenient, the absolute Lord of all history, foreknew and pre-destined that after having suffered punishment under the curse of the Law, the sinless Messiah, would be positioned by His Father to “Rule as My Regent…. and I will subdue your enemies until they are your footstool”. It was further foreknown the plan whereby Gracious Father would draw men unto the Lord Jesus - the voluntary nature of the believers’ acceptance of Christ’s Salvation; and the preservation of their “garments”. The Lord’s High Priestly role was foreseen as corellation to the role of the priest Melchizedek2; and although not physically present with his followers, Christ knew each Church3 and was active on their behalf through His intercessory prayers in the function of High Priest, working in conjunction with His Father’s Spirit who interceded for the saints and searched the mind4 of the Lord. According to New Testament inscriptions, Christ remained Head over the defined organisation called His Church and His governance extended through - i) His power and authority in the implementation of God’s Will; ii) Sovereignty, a hallmark of the Kingdom of God which found jurisdiction in God’s Word; iii) God’s Kingdom was palpable through Church obedience to the Lord Jesus’ teachings, the Gospel accounts, precious Apostolic contributions and the kērygmatic invitation; iv) the ascension of Christ was a pledge of His 2nd Appearance; v) believers were reassured their bodies would be transformed to the likeness of Christ, at such a time. Of import was the witness in heaven - the Father, the Word and the Holy Spirit - where all three agreed as one. On earth - the Spirit, the water of God’s Word and the sprinkled blood - where all three were as one [1 Jn 5:7-8]. ANY PERSON who genuinely wishes to love the Lord God, believe in Jesus the Messiah, be saved and learn to love others, may ask the Saviour to give you His loving Grace - Scripture states He shall.  





Footnotes


1	David inscribed God is seated on His Holy Throne; to Isaiah’s understanding He saw the Lord seated on a Throne; Luke reiterated the Son of Man is seated at the right hand of the Throne of God; 	Paul to the Ephesians encouraged them by stating He was seated at God’s right hand; in Revelations John the aged disciple described the ancient white Throne of Judgment and that he saw who 	sat on it, before whose face the earth and heaven fled away. In the Ephesians directive Paul addressed the Church of whom Christ is supreme Head and ultimate authority in the world. The 	Church can be confident that God won the final victory and is in control of everything. The contract pertaining to such has been signed and sealed - the Church waits just a short while for 	delivery...nothing can change it. The Holy Spirit is a guarantee that God the Everlasting Father will do what He has promised and the Church has power to live the believers’ life right now since 	the Church is united in Christ’s powerful victory through Grace. Christ’s power is eternal – Satan’s is limited to those who serve him and his time ends at Christ’s 2nd Appearance. It is of great 	import that it is understood, that Christ has already won the victory at the Cross and when He rose from the dead “the beginning of the end” already commenced the “countdown” clock, see [Ps 	47:8; Isa 	6:1; Lk 22:69; Eph 1:20; 2:6; Col 3;1; Rev 20:11].     


2	Melchizedek’s presence revealed there existed other people who served the true God under the Priesthood. Melchizedek, meant “King of Righteousness” and Abraham first encountered him at 	the victory over Chedorlaomer. Melchizedek blessed Abraham in the name of “El Elyon” [God Most High] and praised God for Abraham’s victory. Melchizedek’s priestly intercessory role was 	soteriologically viewed as a “type” of Christ, the theme strenuously repeated by the author/s of Hebrews where the text candidly allowed for Christ’s unique Priesthood as superior to that of the 	Levitical code; and safeguarded, was the effect of Christ’s prayers for Peter [“[u]pon this Rock I will build My Church”] and His disciples [later Apostles], since Lord Jesus was acutely cognizant 	His Father had anointed them; and in an act of the most selfless intercession of all, our Lord prayed on behalf of them who crucified Him and Christ’s prayers did not cease there. In heaven our 	Lord prays expressly for His Church and Abba Father’s Spirit intercedes profoundly on behalf of the individual believer. Due to the unique relationship with Everlasting Father, believers are urged 	to maintain an ongoing intercession “for all people everywhere” by praying in the manner taught by the Lord Jesus in “Our Father who lives in heaven…”, see [Ge 14:18; Ex 29:42; Ps 110; Mtt 6:9-	14; Lk 22:32; 23:34; Acts 15:2-29; Ro 8:26-27; 1 Tim 2:1; Heb 5;6,10; 6:20; 7:1,10,11,15,17,21,25].  


3	Scripture conceded Churches “knew” the Lord in recognition of His Sovereignty upon their growth and development. Jesus remitted, those who proffered help for the poor, hungry, thirsty, 	imprisoned, would be “known” by Him and He would acknowledge them at the Judgment. Both John and Paul differentiated between esoteric knowledge purveyed from cults, intellectual 	apprehensions and syncretistic ‘philosophy’, as opposed to God’s Spirit speaking the Truth. John, crystallised the Churches’ love for Christ must be an exhibition of their obedience. To the 	Thessalonians, Paul recounted their election [chosen by God] meant that as a Church, they must act upon what they knew, see [Jn 14:21; 15:10; 1 Thess 1:4; Rev 2].        


4	Paul determined heavenly perspective in preaching believers must “have the mind of Christ”; Peter, extraordinarily gifted with revelation by Father God’s Spirit, conflated that if Christ suffered, 	then the Church should “have the mind of Christ”; see [Ro 8:7; 1 Cor 2:16; 2 Cor 7:7; Phil 1:27; 2:5; 2 Ti 1:7; 1 Pe 4:1; Rev 17:9].


    		    	


Everlasting God  -  Brenton Brown and Ken Riley, Thankyou Music © 2005
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Graeme and his wife Vel, God-willing address two matters of interest regarding the resurrection, read at Matthew 28:6-20. Firstly, the resurrection was located in an agreement between Mighty God and His Son by Oath, where its terms required a sacrifice of death for sin; and secondly, via the resurrection of the Lord Jesus. Father God’s great Plan for redemption Scripture revealed, stood in sharp contrast to every other religion and is commemorated by many nations world-wide e.g at Easter, heavenly Father is praised and adored for the Cross of Christ and His Resurrection. God’s kingdom/Plan was the most valuable of all treasures and it was available to all the nations, tongues and cultures1. Christ was able to save completely - past, present and future. Christ lives forever, due to the Resurrection, He is with Father God, a sign the belivers’ sins are forgiven and He makes perpetual intercession for the Church. Under the new agreement, God’s law was placed inside believers’ hearts, the Holy Spirit, expressly available at the risen Lord’s request to Father that believers are not left “as orphans”, reminded believers of Jesus’ words, quickened consciences, influenced motives, desires and changed hearts to where they served God by Grace, not by law. The Church functioned as a collective of “brand new” stewards of God who lived in vital union with Christ, since her members were raised from Spiritual death by the very same Spirit that resurrected Christ. The nature of Abba Father’s action in resurrecting Jesus was - i) a term of Father and Son’s agreement provided for it; 


ii) Our Father in heaven bound Himself to the relationship; iii) it was contemporaneously prophesied2 ; iv) Spiritual renewal was effected exclusively through Christ’s Salvation; v) the premise for preaching in the Holy Spirit era was pre-destined3; vi) by intercession, Christ provided victory for the Church in terms of spiritual warfare4; vii) its extension was purposed through prayers of Christ the High Priest, in perpetuity5. Our Lord Jesus cited, of God’s Spirit - “the wind blows where it will” in acknowledgement of His Father’s authority regarding Salvation and in termination of the Salvation offer6. In the book of Revelation the elders and believers sang a new song sourced exclusively by Lord God our Father’s Spirit7. Lessons from previous faithful men and women who walked under God’s Spirit, that assisted believers8. ANY PERSON who wishes to reflect God’s glory with a saved soul, may ask our kind Lord Jesus for Salvation, as you open your heart.      





Footnotes


1	Christ broke down the barrier of resentment between Jew and Gentile and now favours all as Christ came to unify all believers in Him. Self-worth in the Kingdom came to fruition in the knowledge 	that God created human beings in His likeness and through the same power that raised Christ from the dead, believers from all nations and cultures, with resurrection power reflected the Lord 	God’s glory and the character of Christ that embodied love, patience, forgiveness, kindness, profitability and faithfulness. The reasonableness of non-disclosure regarding Salvation to previous 	generations, was solely due to the Lord’s good timing, see [Gen 1:26; Ps 51:10; 145:5; Pr 30:5; Isa 9:6; 28:29; 40:31; 41:1; Ac 2:11; Eph 2:4-9;2:13-22; 3:5-6; 2 Pe 1:19]. 


2	By David at around 1000 B.C., Isaiah the prophet at around 740 B.C., Jeremiah at around 627 B.C. and Ezekiel around 593 B.C. It is interesting that at the time Ezekiel was taken into captivity at 	demonic Babylon at around 597 B.C. his wife died in Jerusalem and Yahweh’s word came to Ezekiel to not mourn his wife but to obey and faithfully proclaim the Word God. There is a critical 	connection to the resurrected believer - “God gives you a new heart and the right desires”, see [Ps 33:3; 40:3; 144:9; Isa 42:9-10; 62:2; Jer 31:31; Ezek 11:19; 18:31; 26:24-26].  


3	See [Lk 24: 23-50; Jn 20:7].


4	The Lord promised He would never leave the believers nor forsake them. The Holy Spirit assists believers in intercession dealing with present sins and the full armor of God must 	[peremptory] be put on, see [Dt 31:6; Jos 1:5; Ps 94:14; Php 2:12-13; Eph 6:11-18; Hebr 13:5].


5	Jesus’ High Priestly role was superior to that of any priest of Levi, since the Messiah was Priest of a higher rank and His sacrifice was of infinite worth and especially valuable due to His 	sinlessness. Where the high priest of the tribe of Levi entered the Holy Place annually, our Lord Jesus is in the Presence of God at all times and under the one Sacrifice He pleaded for those who 	love Him. see [Ps 110:4; Ro 8:26; Heb 7:24-28]. 	 


6	See [Mtt 11:27; 24:36; Jn 6:3]. 


7	See [Rev 14:3; 15:3].	 


8	Obstacles that pressed their Spiritual composure – lack of sympathy; discouraging circumstances; unbelieving friends; scoffers; divine delays; 


	Examples where faith was tested – a) obedience to a strange plan or campaign as a project of God; b) reduction in a General’s army; c) dependence upon a poor widow; d) requiring to do what 	appeared to be useless work; e) a project that required extensive preparation with no blessing in sight;


	Signs of maturity of faith encompassed – trust in God; employed wisdom; a non-vacillating walk with God; authority of Scripture used appropriately; a steady faith; digestibility of God’s Word;   


	Special promises to those who exercised faith – a) answer to prayer; b) sonship; c) Spiritual power; d) rest for your soul; e) a Spiritual inheritance; f) Spiritual foundation; g) Spiritual assurance, 


	see [Jos 6:3; Jdg 7:7; 1 Ki 17:9, 13; 2 Ki 3:16, 4:3; Mtt 15:23; 21:22; Mk 5:35,10:13; Lk 5:18,19; Jn 1:12; 9:24,11:3-6; 14:12; Ro 10:11; Hebr 4:3; Js 2:5; 1 Pe 2:6; 1 Jn 5:14].





No God above You  -  Mia Fieldes, Mighty to Save, Hillsong Publishing  © 2012
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Graeme and his wife Vel establish, as Easter approaches, the object of our Lord Jesus’ obedient death on a Cross that Scripture taught and its essential propitiatory import upon mankind. After man “fell” from his original position of sinless perfection, he could no longer glorify God nor reflect His righteousness. However, where sin abounded, Grace super-abounded. The “Sent One”, Father God’s extant model Servant, only begotten Son, anointed Servant, effected Salvation which Scripture clearly upheld by addressing Him as the “Chosen One”, whose origin was found in God’s promise1. Knowledge of the leading events along Christ’s path to the Cross were documented in Scripture, the Cross itself, inscribed as an instrument of death, its doctrine truthfully preached, was gloried in and held up as vital reconciliation between God and man, its peace practised by men and the Old Testament external ordinances abolished by Christ2. The wider considerations3 of the premise of the Lord’s shed blood was recorded by Matthew the Jewish Tax collector, Paul an advocate and Jew from the tribe of Benjamin, Peter, originally the Hebrew Simeon and John the son of Zebedee, a Galilean of some means. Scripture prepared significant teaching on the validity and import of Christ’s blood i.e. – i) on the night He was betrayed, our Lord Jesus clinched the vested interest of procurement of a New Covenant; ii) the elders were to nourish and exemplify God’s work in the Church; iii) according to the power of Christ’s love two things were afforded the saints – a lifting and carrying away of their sins and the power by which the loving Father assisted the saints on a daily basis where they testified of His Gospel; iv) believers were set free from the formal procedural ceremonies previously effected in worship to God, and unlike the flesh that rebelled at being told how to live, the Holy Spirit and the Word of God, with authority worked away the heart of stone and instilled a desire to serve; v) the genus of power required to loosen believers from the usurpation4 of sin was available; vi) through the Holy One of Israel, the Living God, a metaphysical transference of sin occurred under the one sacrifice, where believers were rest assured that Father God remembered their sins no more. Scripture preserved the allegiance of women during the Crucifiction proceedings as recorded - the women Jesus loved, were present and watched from a distance - Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James and Joseph, and the mother of James and John, Salome. Our Lord’s Mother with John stood at the Cross and ex post facto the Lord’s death, His body was wrapped in linen and laid in the family tomb of Joseph of Arimathea, as Mary Magdalene and Jesus’ Mother sat and closely watched. Two Roman guards were posted outside the tomb who prevented theft of the body. ANY PERSON who wishes to make use of the opportunity of having the spiritual written charges against them abolished, may pray in the name of Jesus Christ for their Salvation and the Lord Jesus’ Grace will come to your heart.         





Footnotes


1	Proclaimed to Daniel the prophet - i) God would send His anointed minister; ii) who would finish the transgression; iii) make an end of sins; iv) make reconciliation for iniquity; v) He will in no way 	acquit the wicked; vi) bring in everlasting righteousness; vii) seal up vision and prophecy; viii) anoint with oil and gladness; ix) anoint a Most Holy Place, the Living Temple. His valid titles were 	also - Our Passover; True Light; Lamb; Sun of Righteousness, Man of Sorrows, [Isa 42:1; 53:1-12; Da 9:24; Nahum 1:3; Mal 4:2; Lk 23:25; Jn 1:29; 13:5; 1 Cor 5:7; 2 Cor 4:14; 1 Ti 6;14,15; Rev 	5:1-14].    


2	See [Mtt 27:32; Jn 19:17; 1 Cor 1:17; Gal 6:14; Eph 2:6; Php 2:8; Col 1:20; 2:14; Heb 12:2].  


3	See [Mtt 26:28; Acts 20:28; Ro 5:9; Heb 9;14; 1 Pe 1:18-19; 1 Jn 1:7; Rev 1:5]. 


4	The point was made in Genesis 1-3 that God the Creator had graciously instructed man in the differentiation between man and animal where man imposed control and superiority over animal and 	created things. The created serpent, a vessel of no tribute favoured dishonesty, however the moment it appeared to have scored a single triumph, a pronouncement via the Eternal God declared 	“through the seed of the woman”, the calamity of the Fall would be reversed - with vital significance to the Cross and Christ’s poured out life-blood, see [Gen 3-15; 1 Cor 8:6; Rev 2:20].     


	


This changes everything  -  John Egan,  We are Worship music publishing © 2019








“Who gave Himself for our sins to rescue us from the present evil age, according to the will of our God and Father…Gal 1:4”
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Graeme and his wife Vel respond in faith to the Scriptural parable of the Sower read at Matthew 13:1-23, where Jesus the Lord, as soon as He perceived an immense crowd had gathered, wisely took out a boat and preached towards the shore where He told the story of a Sower who sowed seed, using various classifications of soils1. The idea of seed as a unit of patronymic plant life was spiritually significant in the parable since the Lord established that not all seed sown brought in a 4:1 high yield. Some seed fell on hard ground where fowl pecked it away; some seed fell on shallow soil and with no retaining root system the water seeped away through underlying rock; some seeds were overwhelmed by thorns; a few seeds fell on good soil and yielded a harvest. Scripture recorded the theological thought that the disciples had been given knowledge into the mysteries of the Kingdom and in terms of the gift of knowledge afforded them, it was expected of them to produce a return for the Lord of the Harvest and the same expectation of the Church. The Lord perceived there were some in the crowd who maintained no grasp of the meaning of His words when He cited Isaiah 6:9-102 preceding the parable. In providing answers the Lord explained - i) Through a lack of understanding of God’s truths, some seed lay open to the wicked one [fowl=dominion] who snatched it away; ii) Some received the word joyfully however when persecution struck, after having not acted on the seed that would have equipped their hearts, they stumbled; iii) The seeds overwhelmed by thorns meant that all too quickly the decoys3 of wealth, success and luxury4 diverted them and occupied their hearts; iv) some who heard the word, received it into their hearts, paid attention to it, made sure they understood it, then further acted upon it, producing thirty, sixty and/or a hundred-fold for the Kingdom5 of Lord God.  ANY PERSON who wishes to receive the Words of Christ regarding entrance into God’s Kingdom, may ask the Lord Jesus to come into your heart, confess Him as Lord and commence walking in His Way by His Word. Secondly, we strongly urge you attend a Church that follows Jesus of Nazareth in order to build up your spiritual strength and receive Godly care through God’s ministers/pastors. 


     


Footnotes


1	The time bar from 4,000 B.C. to well past AD 31, seed sowing and soil tilling was undertaken with frequent difficulties i.e. hilly ground, stony soil and unpredictable rainfall. The soil outside the 	towns of Israel was sun-baked and as soon as the “early rains” came, seed was broadcast and ploughed under or alternatively the land was ploughed before seeding. The heavy winter rains 	rendered primary moisture however the “latter rains” brought the grain to head; and a gentle falling dew was a surprise blessing from Yahweh. Rocky soil drained away nourishment and in order 	to counteract this, the household [cognate] built terraces and utilised the rocks as boundary markings. 


2	Scripture revealed, the 10th king of Israel chosen by the people was a war-monger who committed a cultic misdemeanour and came under the Lord’s judgment, accompanied by a significantly 	large earthquake. After his death at around 740 B.C. the prophet Isaiah, particularly averse to sycophancy, had an inaugural transforming vision that depicted the Lord God High and Lifted up on 	His throne, exalted, holy and closely in touch with His people. Isaiah’s prophecy rendered - i) Yahweh required Israel to sanctify Him and wholly trust in Him; ii) judgment was imminent iii) a 	remnant would return; iv) deliverance through the Messiah would come to fruition. The judgment pertinently addressed “hearing they would not hear” – punishment that pertained to consequential 	syncretism, that those who worshipped idols would themselves become spiritually blind and deaf, which the Lord Jesus thus confirmed, see [Amos 1:1; 4:11; Mtt 27:51f].         


3	Diversion highlighted the wrong things that appeared attractive so that a person wanted them more than the right things. 


4	Solomon’s trade in ships of extensive wealth, his centralization of wealth, his alliances, profits and oppressive measures that ensured public funds and taxes, fortified a move away from Israel’s 	monotheistic ideal which brought forth the bitter fruit of compromise and a split in the kingdom. Covetousness, widespread idolatry and indulgent living was denounced by prophets like Amos at 	around 760 B.C.via particularly fiery sermons. Scripture recognized the accumulation of material wealth brought with it great dangers. Mammon, Christ viewed as egocentric covetousness that 	claimed a man’s heart and estranged him from God, since when a man ‘owned’ anything, it really owned him. The sole trust placed in mammon led our Lord to remark it would be extremely hard 	for a rich person to enter the kingdom of heaven, aligned to the parable’s illustration of the deceit that choked the Word. Scripture distinguished God was beneficent and material wealth was  a	consequence of His bounty. At the end of Solomon’s life he observed that if not used appropriately and for God’s purposes, wealth destroyed e.g. a youth who grew up wealthy and became a very 	popular leader of people, the young generation that grew up around him eventually rejected him; a man that gave up everything including family to earn great wealth, was alone in age and had no 	nominee once he’d passed; wise men were turned into fools by bribery; savings were put into risky investments that turned sour; a wise man was stronger than the mayors of ten large cities; 	those who feared God were better off; them that gave generously – their gifts returned to them later, see [Dt 8:17-18; Hos 2:8; Ps 52:7; Eccl 4-9; Mtt 6:19,24; Lk 16:9,11,13; 1 Tim 6:17].  


5	The term “Kingdom of heaven” was mostly used by Christ the Lord whose resurrection initiated a new era of spiritual conscience. In valuing and promoting the Kingdom of heaven, ecclesiastical 	hierarchy 	actualized Christ as King of the Kingdom, which Kingdom was bound up in eschatological Salvation and where the Sovereignty of its peace and grace resided internally in the hearts of 	mankind. The synedochal nature of the Kingdom preached from the Mount combined social and familial concepts i.e. - Crispus the Corinthian Synagogue ruler and his entire family accepted 	Salvation and the Roman guard with jurisdiction over Paul, he and his family all accepted Salvation. Initially an indivisible reality, the Kingdom extended itself to cover new distances overarching 	many periods of time through the ages until such time as the Lord God prescribed His Kingdom doors of Salvation closed. At that period, the all-conquering peace and Salvation of the Kingdom 	will be brought to fruition. see [Mtt 11:28; 13:38; 24; 28:19; Acts 16:27-32; 18:5-8; 1 Cor 1:14].





All that matters  -  Colton Dixon, from the album “Identity” by Colby Wedgeworth, Universal music  © 2017
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Graeme and his wife Vel provide meaning for the parable our Saviour Jesus expounded that pertained to obedient and loyal service rendered to Almighty God, where we read at Luke 19:11-33. In context, at around AD 30 many in Jerusalem harboured hopes of a leader who would pertinently set up an earthly kingdom1 . The Saviour, after blessing Zacchaeus with Salvation, was questioned by His disciples about a kingdom that led them to hearing the following parable. The parable was inscribed later by Luke who referenced himself as a “fellow laborer”2 with Paul [Phil 24] and, as Physician wholly understood authority and was keenly aware of the drastic consequences of non-cooperation. Jesus’ parable had as its central theme a nobleman who consolidated his kingdom in absentia. The nobleman was loved and hated alike by his citizens. He travelled away and on his return from having been awarded a distant kingdom, he was required to deal with his servants to whom he had allotted some Greek3 coins. The nobleman’s interests were determined by what he valued most and as was his custom he rewarded the servants who had made an escalating4 trade, generously, for they had placed trust5 in him with no cleavage of interests, thus they had gained his approval. The servant who sought to assail his Master’s authority found his disobedience had plunged him into a radical appraisal of his morals with attaching punitive punishment, since in the kingdom of his Master there was found no place for narrow self-centeredness. In fact if he hated his Master so much, he could have at least acted according to general market guidelines and placed his portion “in the bank” in order to earn some interest. The rebel servant in the parable essentially received similar treatment common to most Regiments du jour, since he had never at any stage laid aside his selfish wants and needs to serve his Lord6. Our Lord’s parable thus had adumbrations of the nature of imperialism in which Rome at around 64 B.C. to AD 31 awarded loyal kings - with territories.  ANY PERSON who wishes to share Jesus Christ’s kingdom of peace, must repent of your sins and place your belief in the Saviour’s Grace; and wherever you are, He will save you when you ask Him.      





Footnotes


1	Historically, on the huge canvas of God’s gracious purpose, over four hundred and seventy years ex post facto the exile, at around 64 B.C. imperial Rome with its lex curiata, governors and 	magistrates, commenced rule over the ‘provinces’ of the Israelites. Good prevailed and roads were built with posted sentries along routes that ensured safety of trade and prosperity for travelers, 	as freedom of religion paved the way for Christ’s new sacerdotal structure and loving Sovereignty. Jesus the Saviour came not as a guerilla satrap to gain possession of a piece of land, He came 	as a man of peace to save souls, whose teachings encompassed peace as He loved all men and women. The Saviour Himself had a path to follow, unlike that of any other man that encompassed 	obedience including His death on the Cross and His Resurrection, entirely consistent with the divine Will – His heavenly Father - and the great Exemplar obeyed loyally,  see [Isa 29:18; 61:1; Mtt 	4:24; 8:4; 11:5; Mtt 12, 14, 15; 26:52; Jn 18:36; Acts 5:37; Hebr 7:20-22; 9-10; 1 Pe 2:9]. 


2	The suggestion being that Luke assisted Paul in matters where more than Luke’s medical skills were utilised. Luke was a “servant of the Word” a humble man with no desire to blow his own horn; 	he wrote more than one-fourth of the New Testament, giving clear and straightforward account as a careful historian by his own admission, see [Lk 1:1-4]. 


3	In context, at around 164 B.C. a period of pan-hellenic hegemonic oppression descended upon the Israelites from paid overlords, dissolute kings, petty principalities, burdensome suzerainty’s 	and pagan recalcitrant dynasties that sought to reign over them and abolish their religion. Control and ego was rife, coins were made, heads stamped on one side and it was one of these 	particular coins, the mina, our Lord referenced. The apostles would at around AD 60 teach believers to guard against the inspiration of the cosmopolitan philosophies that chimed in but were 	circuitous and devoid of the critical ingredient of the Cross, see [2 Cor 4; 2 Tim 3:68].  


4	The profile for the true servant was gleaned, not from modernity but from Abraham’s servant, the Scriptural Eliezer, who, at around 2091 B.C. acted loyally and faithfully – i) God’s challenge to 	obedience he accepted with compliance; ii) he examined the alternatives; iii) he presupposed the Lord’s Lordship and followed His instructions closely; iv) he drew up a plan; v) he submitted the 	plan, with room for the Lord to operate; vi) he prayed for guidance vii) he yielded not to persuasion and avoided the non-beautious contaminants of distraction; viii) he followed through, taking the 	revelation of God wholly as a rule for life. Scripture assured all believers that God valued most one who was whole-hearted, employed obedient service founded on belief in Christ. Christ Himself 	was blessed with an obedient nature that found its root in the blessing over Judah, which the Lord related in a beautiful illustration “He will tether his colt to the choicest vine” however Christ also 	was indwelt by the Holy Spirit and walked in the full Godhead. In the modern era the sheep of the Shepherd listened diligently to His voice of the Word and were enjoined in His fellowship, see 	[Ge 15:1f; 24:3-66; 49:11; 1Sa 15:22; Lk 3:29; Eph 6:8; Col 3:24; Rev 22:12].   


5	Having regard for purity - the giving of the Ceremonial law Moses codified and detailed with its sanitary and ethical significance; in the teachings of the prophets, the significance largely passed  	from the ceremonial to the ethical; and in the New Testament, the teaching of Christ and descent of the Spirit of God, lifted the meaning of purity into the moral and Spiritual sphere, character 	traits that pertain to Christ, that all believers worldwide continue to humbly aspire to and enact, see [Ge 35:2; Mk 7:14-28; 1 Cor 6:19f].


6	Around Christ, the listeners’ loyalties could easily swing away - to an ethnarch obsessed with the ideology of power; or to an individual with some education who significantly combined syncretism 	with the charlatan and heresiarch; to a military general who suppressed brigandage with great vigour; to an aristrocrat who lavished on expenditure in order to court goodwill; to one who rewarded 	loyalty with increase of his kingdoms; or to Barabbas, an expedient homicidal political revolutionary. Solomon wisely stated it was a hollow mockery that one should search for meaning, when it 	was best to search for the One Who was capable of giving meaning in life; and Jesus the Saviour in discussing the aspect of service expressly stated believers owed allegiance to their 	government and should pray for its leaders. It is the Lord’s Spirit Who assists believers to serve better, see  [Ecc 5:19-20; 6:10; 8:1; 9:15-18; Mtt 2; Mtt 22:21; Mk 15:7]. 





Let Your kingdom come  -  Bob Kauflin, Sovereign Grace Praise © 2011
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Graeme and his wife Vel uphold the parable of our Saviour on Scriptural forgiveness, as being a most significant principle, peculiar and pertinent to all believers, read from the book of Matthew 18:21-35. Firstly, one of the Lord’s disciples, Peter enquired, according to the kingdom of God, how  many times a day exactly ought a brother to forgive his brethren who had sinned against him - “seven”? The Lord Jesus responded peremptorily one must forgive your brethren seventy-times-seven per day and the guideline in respect of this found application in the fact that according to the Kingdom of God it was not appropriate that one should focus on keeping track of how many times a believer had committed slights against the brethren1. Believers must be prepared to release the one who sinned against them - everyday, throughout the day, attested to by Scripture as i) Forgiveness rested solely upon the atoning work of Christ; ii) the baptised, forgiven sinner must in turn forgive the brethren; iii)  a readiness to forgive at such a level was indicative of how genuine one’s repentance was; iv) the requirement to forgive is cited in the Lord’s Prayer; v) wholehearted forgiveness is required, as deceit, the Word of God will proceed against at the prescribed time; vi) the Source of forgiveness is Christ Himself; vii) Israel is expressly granted repentance in this manner; viii) the believer who forgives has authority to release the brethren who sinned against him from further suffering or hardship. Secondly, the Lord distinguished between true mercy and an unforgiving heart. A king decided to bring his accounts up to the effective date and in so doing, was presented with one who owed much and due to the king’s mercy the man’s debt was entirely written off, where he suffered no further hardship. Once released from his fiduciary obligations the man immediately turned and treated his fellow debtor [who as yet had not satisfied a debt one-fifth of the original amount] by exacting callous judgment. Due to his friends’ report of such an unmerciful stance, he was punitively re-processed to the extent his original debt revived. Jesus the Lord cited from the Old Testament, a facet of Father’s loving nature, “there is forgiveness with Thee”2. The dire consequences of disobedience was simply the Eternal God would rationally not permit the release of mercy for a sinner who himself had known the relief of forgiveness, yet who in turn refused to afford such love to his brethren. ANY PERSON who hears God’s gracious Call and genuinely wishes to be baptised and forgiven; Christ’s Salvation and Grace is available to those who really seek it. 





Footnotes


	


1	The Old Testament rules required the shedding of blood for forgiveness, exacted by the priesthood and in the sacrificial system Yahweh provided lambs and small birds for representation of a life 	liberated. In the New Testament, no greater Love in the whole world was found in that Christ solemnly poured out His blood for remission for many, for sin - atonement secured by death in the 	form of a once-for-all sacrifice the substance of which accomplished three pre-ordained events –  it ‘sealed’ believers; it protected believers from the Indignation of God that would proceed against 	everything that had no foundation in Christ, Willed by Almighty God to take place on the one prescribed Day; it prevented eternal separation from God. Matthew illustrated forgiveness released 	the brethren who sinned, from harsh circumstances and from suffering on the forgiver’s account; the woman who poured a year’s wages worth of fragrant oil over the Lord demonstrated how 	much she had been forgiven, how grateful she was and how her business had prospered through Jesus’ blessing. Luke held up the Lord’s example of cognitive forgiveness and impact upon the 	Church that was widely felt down the centuries in blessing and where it grew as a vehicle for Salvation; John the Baptist pronounced both work and remissary function of Jesus Christ when he 	saw Him, by calling Him “Lamb of God” [One God provided]; the Saviour asked and cancelled out Peter’s three previous denials revealing Christ our Saviour Himself forgave; Peter was blessed 	with extraordinary revelatory spiritual knowledge; the legally astute Paul exhibited that God loved us first and provided a Waywhile we were yet still sinners and he also clarified the doctrine of 	“crucified with Christ”, that justified the brethren whose works were performed by faith; the author/s to the book of Hebrews conveyed that such a priesthood as that, superior to Melchizedek - 	Christ the High Priest’s work - was fitting in its “once-for-all”perpetuity, as opposed to the daily sacrifice of shed blood for sin exacted via animals, that pertained to the high priestly office – 	however, while that indicated completion of Christ’s work, it was still encumbent upon believers to spiritually sacrifice and present spiritual offerings in fellowship with Eternal Father by their 	personal thanksgiving, praise and through forgiving the brethren all of which found approval with Father in heaven; Hebrews in addition revealed the shedding of Jesus’ blood - a) fulfilled the law, 	b) it was the crucial component that triggered remission of sin, c) the risen Christ entered not a building but the actual Presence of God as High Priest once-for-all to finally and spiritually/legally 	put away 	sin; every believer was a“spiritual Sanctuary” that offered up sacrifices of gratitude and praise to God through Jesus Christ, who by the parable demonstrated the need to forgive others 	and bless them into good things, not wish upon them hardship and suffering; d) in conclusion, forgiveness was with power according to His blood shed long ago for precisely the purpose of mercy, 	see [Mtt 	9:2-8; 24:36; Lk 7:47-50; 23:34; Jn 1:29; 21:15-19; Ro 5:8; Gal 2:17-20; Hebr 7:26; 9:22-26; 1 Pe 2:5; Rev 18:8].  


2	See [Mk 1:4; Jn 20:23; Acts 2:38; 5:31; 13:38; 1 Jn 1:9]. 


	 


I Surrender All  -  Michael W Smith with Coalo Zamoranoi, from the album A New Hallelujah, Prominent Label Group © 2008





For those, in Christ who are forgiven sin’s penalty, also died to its controlling power in their lives..
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Graeme and his wife Vel as honest seekers of our Lord Jesus’ teachings, observe the meanings relevant to two parables He related that potentially would be the most important event in the history of the Church, read at Mtt 25:1-13; Mark 13:32-37 and read with Matt 24:1-13. In the parable of the wise and foolish virgins, each one made her own preparations for duty in assisting the bridegroom specifically by providing lamp light at the appropriate moment, where all their lighted lamps accompanied the groom.  Keeping the lamps trimmed and with extra oil represented good works done in obedience to Jesus’ teachings; however having a lack of supply of extra oil to cover an unexpected “delay” represented disobedience to Christ. Spiritual preparation1 could neither be bought nor borrowed at the last minute and nor was there any substitute for preparedness. Regarding His 2nd Appearance, the Lord mentioned the certainty of God’s Word; and the foolishness of using as an excuse Christ’s seeming “delay” in order to cover over disobedience. The Lord Jesus amply confirmed possessing no knowledge2 of the time of His Return therefore He stated that believers ought to not use their efforts in attempting to calculate a time, but rather interfuse themselves in honest preparation, as the event was entirely at Eternal Father’s discretion. In line with the preparation of the wedding3 lamps, the Saviour warned - pay attention, do not ignore, observe the event, take a robust view of, read up on what was necessary for obedience and actually perform the Lord’s good works, as He might Appear in the evening; or at midnight; or at the crowing of the rooster; or in the morning.  ANY PERSON who wishes to be prepared for the Lord Jesus’ Return, be upheld by His generous Spirit and do good works, may pray for their Salvation right where they are.     





Footnotes


1	Good works done in the name of Jesus Christ was defined by both Old Testament and New Testament servants of God, that entailed – i) glorifying God through belief in the Seed whom He sent to 	afford the world Salvation; and thanksgiving for His goodness; ii) giving alms to the poor and continuance of prayer to God; iii) being willing to share; iv) spurring one another on towards good 	deeds and love; v) a believing life once duly ensued, persevered and endured; vi) showing kindness to the needy; vii) preaching God’s Gospel; praying to the Lord of the Harvest for laborers; and 	leading others to Christ’s Salvation so that none might perish; viii) doing what was lawful and right; ix) prayers for generations down to the 3rd and 4th that God’s longsuffering patience and Mercy 	would clear iniquity and transgression; x) treating gently, repentant ones who returned to the Church; xi)  Ezekiel inscribed - withdrawal of the hand from oppression; restore the debtor to his 	pledge; refrain from violence; feed the hungry and clothe the naked; refrain from enactment of usury; execute true judgment between man and man; walk in the Lord’s statutes and keep 	His judgments faithfully; xii) walk with humility and a contrite heart before the Lord and His Spirit; xiii) understand the continuing transformation that took place in the life of every believer 	was aligned with God’s pre-determined purposes xix) share things in common with the Father and with Christ - since Father God has raised believers’ status through the death and resurrection 	of Jesus Christ, believers are not only able to but are commanded to; x) maintain eternal hope; xxi) being alive to two events that must happen before Christ’s 2nd Appearance – the falling away; 	and the son of perdition must reveal himself to the world; xxii) youth exhibit a pattern of good works and sound doctrine with integrity, reverence and incorruptibility, see [Ge 3:15; Nu 14:18; Ps 	51:12,13; 107:20; 126:5,6; Ezek 18:7-9; Mtt 9:38; 10:5; Mk 5:36; Lk 10:2; 19:1; Jn 4:36; Acts 10:2,30-31; Ro 8:15, 29; 11:6;1 Cor 1:7-9; 2:7-10; Gal 6:1;1 Thess 2:19,20; 2 Thess 2:3; 1 Tim 6:18; 	Ti 2:7; Heb 10:24-25; Js 2:17,18; 1 Pe 2:12; 2 Pe 3:9-11; 1 Jn 5:1-5; Rev 13:8].      


2	Established veracity of the Lord’s humanity.    


3	At around AD 30, generally commensurate to a wedding was its preparation. The groom would leave his house and eat supper at the bride’s house, the marriage feast itself would then move to 	the house of the groom where prayers were offered before and during the feasting that continued mostly for a week, marked by music, riddles and praise. The word “lamps” inscribed in the 	relevant passage was translated specifically as “torches”. The torch’s wick, a piece of rag, was soaked in oil, which meant the ten virgins had pre-soaked their rags and their lamps would have 	burned as expected, however at the report of a “delay” in terms of the bridegroom, the torches’ oil would have eventually dissipated and when the foolish virgins attempted to re-light their rags at 	the groom’s sudden appearance, their torches would not have lit but gone out instantly. The wise virgins technically had the presence of mind to carry extra oil in a separate miniscule container for 	such an appropriate moment. Metaphorically, olive oil was symbolic for comfort, spiritual nourishment and prosperity; the analogy of the “bride” Scripture used pertaining to Christ’s Church; 	Christ’s Presence incorporated the light of God in joy, blessing and life; and where Paul succinctly expressed, believers were “Children of Light”, see [Gen 1:3f; Jer 7:34; 25:7; Eph 5:8, 22-33;  	1 Tim 6:16].   


	 


 	 


You are God alone  -  Bill and Cindy Foote, Integrity’s Hosanna music © 2011
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Graeme and his wife Vel respond to the parable Lord Jesus composed, intelligible to listeners around Him regarding laborers an estate owner hired for work in His vineyard1, read at Matt 20:1-16. Our Lord’s story related to an ancient agricultural trade whereby a wealthy estate owner, a viticulturalist concluded an oral contract with laborers he hired at various hours in the day, to perform a task and to the early and late laborers for an agreed period and agreed wage2. Laborers du jour performed various systematic tasks in the preparation of a vineyard that involved terracing the hillsides, clearing large boulders and stones stocked in piles to create a retaining wall, a rudimentary elevated watch-tower for a sentinel and provision of shade was built, enclosed areas were dug over and friable young vines were carefully planted in rows, then raised above the ground, their boughs and tendrils supported. The vines at appropriate stages were pruned, dressed and when mature they were gathered in baskets and taken to wine-presses hewn out of the rock, the grapes were trodden and the fermenting wine was stored either in sewn goatskins or poured into large pottery holders preserved in a shaded place. The poor were invited to glean remaining bunches of grapes left in the fields, gratis. Scripture endorsed metaphorically the vine was an emblem of prosperity [fulfillment in serving God] expressly upheld by the Father of Lights for Israel and with later critical relevance to Christ the True Vine3 who was available to grant Salvation to all nations. Lord Jesus related no fewer than five parables to vines however in the instanter parable the divine purpose tacitly referenced redemption. The early laborers who had worked, toiled and served all day felt un-esteemed for work’s sake, they deserved more but instead their wage was identical to the late-comers who had labored a mere hour, and so they begrudged the late laborers their wages. Relevant to the issue [and their pride] the Lord [aware of ancient suzerain contracts with vassals] responded by clarifying the oral contract they had knowingly agreed on had specifically addressed pertinent hours and payment and that the viticulturalist was not unjust in permitting persons to work late in the afternoon under the same wage. Soteriologically, i) Almighty God’s purpose for Salvation4 reached fulfillment at the death of Christ on behalf of believers; ii) Almighty God was not unjust in permitting persons to enter the Kingdom of God at the 11th hour5; iii) God’s pre-destination of human events did not eliminate free choice; iv) the 3rd Person of the Trinity exercised power on behalf of Eternal Father and the Son, in redemption. Our blessed Fortress was generous with His Salvation and it may surprise some to see the thief that was on the cross adjacent to our Lord’s, in heaven as well as believers who had served Him all their lives. ANY PERSON who wishes to say they are ‘ready’ to accept the gracious Salvation of God, even at their 11th hour, may ask Christ for His Salvation since heaven is open to embrace you as Scripture declares “everyone who calls upon the name of the Lord Jesus will be saved.”   





Footnotes


1	In context, viticulture existed already at around 5000 B.C. since located as high N as the Ararat mountain and juxtapositioned to the upper Mesopotamian plane lay a very fertile area E to its 	central river, the Tigris; significantly also the site of Noah’s ark as it came to rest, where later Noah tended vines. A coastal kingdom known for viticulture was Canaan which consisted of semitic-	speaking people whose territory lay principally in Phoenicia along the Syro-Palestinian coastline that influenced such towns as Ghazza, Ashkelon and Joppa to name a few. Phoenicia was also 	known for its unique trade in “purple dye”. The pagan society was founded upon inter alia manipulative guilds, the corvée system and it was into this land the lawgiver Moses sent scouts who 	returned with mammoth 12lb grapes, pomegranates and figs. A mountainous land, Lebanon with 160 km long range and adjoining regions that benefitted from cool mountain streams whose water 	coursed down lower slopes encasing a location that provided one of the sweetest wines in the then known world.  Judah led an invasion into Canaan before Joshua however it was the  	associative tribe of Judah that was blessed in its viticulture in black grapes as inferred from the blessing over Judah with victory, tribal stability, obedience, gentleness, praise and cleansing.	see  [Ge 2:14; 8:4; 9:20; 49:11; Nu13:23,24,29; Jos 5:1; Jdg 1:1-17, 27ff; 14:5; Isa 5:1f; Jer 18:14; Mtt 21:33]. 


2	In context, from the period of Abraham at around 2500 B.C. to our Lord’s day at around AD 30, almost everyone recorded in Scripture worked hard. There were relatively few specialized 	occupations such as potters, metal-smiths, masons, scribes, dyers, weavers and jewellery makers. Solomon’s temple at around 970 B.C. displayed its elaborate workmanship however it must be 	borne in mind the skilled work was for the extraordinary temple, not everyday living. The average person’s life consisted of long hours of very hard work daily for small income, see [Ps 90:10] 


3	Jesus alluded to Himself as “the True Vine” which envisaged all believers being blessed into an obedient relationship with Jesus, see [Jn 15:1ff].


4	In the Old Testament the humble Isaiah prophesied the radiance of Salvation was intended for both Jew and Gentile; to Paul’s understanding God purposed repentance would lead to Salvation 	and extended to the ends of the earth; Paul verified a young Timothy learnt about the Lord’s Salvation from his Jewish mother; Peter affectionately noted Yahweh’s precious prophets had 	enquired after, inspected and searched for Yahweh’s Salvation; Christ answered John the Baptist’s question regarding Salvation by commanding the servant tell John what he was witnessing - 	the blind see; the lame walk, the deaf hear; the dumb are un-muted, see [Isa 64:5-7; Mtt 11:2-6]. 


5	The hours most often mentioned in Scripture were 3rd, the 6th and 9th hours. All three were mentioned above, in addition the 11th hour, just before day’s end –  proverbial for the last 	opportunity. Other times were inscribed, such as - God’s Sovereignty extended to times and remote times such as that which brings to an end a person’s life; the indication that every time would 	have an end; the absence of temporal time that attached to God’s Grace towards His people; the time and work of Jesus that marked the crisis of God’s purposes - a great opportunity which all 	mankind must seize since Grace was shown also to the wicked; the present time between Christ’s passion and glorification was spoken of as ‘His hour’; the last times are with us already, see 


	[1 Sam 1:22,28; Ps 31:15; Isa 26:10; Jer 31:3; Jn 2:4; Acts 2:17; 2 Cor 7:10; 2 Tim 3:15; Hebr 1:2; I Pe 1:20; Rev 10:6].	 


All Because of Jesus Christ - Casting Crowns © 2010
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Graeme and his wife Vel provide exposition of Scripture where Christ likened the Kingdom of God to a seed, read at Mark 4:26-29. Mark exclusively recorded the parable that denoted the germinating seed that grew into a stem, then leaves appeared and eventually the plant became a fully fledged head of wheat, ripe and sickled for harvest. In the Old Testament, the priesthood1 process was instituted by Jehovah Jireh Who physically dwelt amongst His people in the Tabernacle and Temple. Prior to the Children of Israel’s captivity Isaiah, through prophecy, set forth explicitly the sent Messiah would deliver Eternal Father’s people from distress, darkness and fearful gloom2. Through Christ, the Kingdom of God was expressly available to dwell within living hearts3 since Eternal Father’s plan for His Presence previously found in a temple made of bricks and mortar, became defunct. At the instant of acceptance, the Kingdom of God commenced its growth under Christ’s embodied special principles, values, morals and ethics - unshakeable and categorised as having eternal value. How the seed grew, no person knew and similarly, the transformation of the spiritually amorphous individual too was a Mystery4. Significantly, the Kingdom of God grew and flourished in the lives of the Apostles and believers who followed the course adopted by Christ, with combined activities via - i) the Word of God preached that facilitated preservation, protection, support and maintenance for preachers of the Gospel, Church staff, new believers, members, the wealthy who gave generously to the Living God, ancillary services, Ministers, teachers and in conclusion significantly in meeting the interests of the poor and disadvantaged. ANY PERSON who has been deeply reflective on matters regarding the Kingdom of God available through Jesus Christ may pray if you wish, to Lord Jesus for Salvation and His forgiveness saves you as you repent of your sins - Scripture assures you.  


										


Footnotes


1	An Old Testament illustration of repercussion flowing from a flagrant disregard for the priesthood process instituted by Almighty God according to His Kingdom principles, was garnered from 	an accomplished Uzziah filled with pride, who when confronted by the high priest and 80 of his associates, showed not repentance but anger, where he unfortunately thereafter was struck with 	leprosy and thus sequestered from palace life, see [2 Chr 26:1-23]. 


2	Broadly stating the relevant periods where God’s Kingdom operated were via – the deluge; the exodus; the consistency of the Priesthood; the Coronation of Saul; captivity at demonic Babylon; the 	restoration of the Jews. Isaiah, a humble prophet spoke of the birth of the Messiah in the form “God with us” Who would unlock access to the Kingdom of God, the key component being Salvation 	to the Jews, then graciously extended to all nations, tongues, cultures and peoples. God’s Kingdom was present in Jesus through the period of Christ on earth and ex post facto His Ascension the 	rational and coherent Kingdom of God was available in the authority of Christ’s Apostles, the fledgling Church and Paul’s conversion. After the destruction of Jerusalem in AD 70 where the letters 	of John realistically addressed issues that evolved in second generations onwards into early Centuries and continued in published Scripture into the modern era of 	our 21st Century onwards to the 	designated 2nd Appearance of Christ, see [Isa 9:1-7; Mtt 1:23; 24:14, 38, 42-47; 2 Pe 3:10; Rev 10:6].   


3	Nicodemus, a despised Pharisee, ruler of the Jews and teacher, made an appointment to personally speak to the Lord Jesus late one night. As a Sanhedrin member he had heard of unusual 	works done and effected by the one-and-only Messiah in deliverance, healing and pronouncement of sin forgiven. Nicodemus could have sent an assistant, however as a learned teacher he 	wanted to see the Lord for himself in order to separate truth from rumor. Scripture clarified Nicodemus received more than he expected as Christ challenged him regarding heaven’s unique 	citizenship – he must be “born again” in order to receive God’s Kingdom. At a formal council meeting Nicodemus spoke up sharply for justice on Christ’s behalf the night the Lord was betrayed, 	that He be afforded via the Council a proper hearing. This surely had the effect of the high priest putting Christ on oath wherebyJesus declared with authority He was the Son of God, in addition 	“you will see Me sitting at the right hand of the Power and Coming on the clouds of heaven” [the latter, proof of His return, seen globally]. At the Lord’s burial, Nicodemus proffered generous  	extravagant spices in which to prepare Christ’s body and he sought permission to honour Christ for burial, wholly granted by Roman authorities whereupon our Lord’s physical body was gently 	placed in the wealthy Arimathea family’s unused rock tomb. Nicodemus’ contemporaries were Annas, Caiaphas, both high priests, Pilate, and Joseph of Arimathea who were just as surprised as 	Nicodemus when the news spread that the Lord had risen, see [Mtt 26:63,64; 27:57-60; Lk 23:50-51; Jn 3:1-21; 7:50-52; 19:38,40].      


4	Interestingly, in the Old Testament, Job, a man who existed before the office of priesthood, referenced Almighty God’s mysteries as unfathomable by mere mortals. Daniel’s knowledge 	specified only the Lord of kings had power to reveal His mysteries. A portrayal of an element of the Kingdom was found in Mary, the Lord Jesus’ Mother, who after hearing the shepherds’ 	staggering testimonies of the hosts of heaven song - “Glory to God in the Highest, peace on earth towards men”, contemplated many things in her heart. Where previously Saul had overwhelmed 	listeners with his intellectual arguments and persuasive oratory - the “Kingdom” Paul now humbly stated to the Roman Church, God’s Mystery, previously hidden was revealed by the Scriptures. 	To the Corinthians Paul counselled he and Apollos were mere servants of God who preached the Mystery, watered by God’s Word; to the Colossians Paul defined the Mystery as a treasure and 	to Timothy, Paul expounded the original doctrine of God’s Kingdom was centred entirely on the Person of Christ. Peter, regarding the healing of a deformed hand explained his “eusebius” [acts of 	godliness] were not the source of healing, Christ was. The Lord revealed the Mystery of the Churches to John in the Revelation and the Kingdom Mystery would wholly accomplish God’s 	purposes, see [Gen 2:9; Job 11:7; Da 2:18-19,20,30, 46; 4;9; Ro 11:25; 16:25; 1 Cor 3:5,6; Eph 2:14-22; 3:4,6; 4:15-32; 5:32; 6:19; 2 Thess 1:3; Col 1:26,27; 1 Tim 3:16; Rev 1:20 ; 10:6,7].


					


“Everlasting God, Yesterday, Today and Forever” -  Vicky Beeching from the album ‘Yesterday, Today and Forever’, Sparrow records © 2006


Valse Op.8 No. 4  -  Barrios Mangoré, Latin American Classical Guitar© 2000 [which we think would be likened to the sound of a Kingdom seed growing to its fullnes - our interpretation].
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Graeme and his wife Vel focus on a tenet of the Kingdom of God that the Righteous One upheld, namely prayer, read at Luke 11:5-13, where in the parable, a host in need of three loaves of bread ran to his friend at midnight and solicited his help urgently importuning him for food in order to feed guests that had suddenly arrived. The Messiah based His teaching on overcoming insensitivity in prayer. The doctrine1 of importunity in prayer was based on the ground of Father in heaven’s Justice2 and generosity3 and the consequent entitlement of believers to approach the Throne of the Living God for assistance in Christ the Judge of Israel, our Lord and Saviour. The expression and intensity of prayer was a necessity and it certainty would have impact. Three aspects of prayer that were highlighted were namely i) content; ii) the believer’s persistence; iii) the faithfulness of God Our Strength. Christ the Lord shed His blood once-for-all, however having regard for prayer, Scripture asserted Jehovah Jireh’s provision was purposed for a daily basis not-once-for-all, therefore believers needed to show their dependence and ecclesiological inter-dependence daily4 on God. Prayer could not be stored up and communication with Almighty God cut off, as this would be placing the believer in the insidious position of self-satisfaction, tantamount to raising one higher than the Lord Himself - an incongruous situation according to Scripture. Good fathers made provision for their children stated our Lord the Messiah, how much better our perfect heavenly Father treated His children, effecting good tangible works, pleasantries, mirth and blessings on their behalf and by His Spirit granting them Life. The Living God could be trusted, it was safe to infer He was able and was with power to certainly deal comprehensively with the most complex of situations, various identified personal areas of concern and/or matters in the realm of wider concerns. Christ insisted on faith, He tested sincerity, uncovered ignorance and sinful presumption by the power of His Word. ANY PERSON who wishes to follow Jesus of Nazareth in doing right may, if you desire it, pray to Him, ask Him to save you by Grace; and Scripture assures you He will.      





Footnotes


1	Jesus the Faithful Witness issued a priority for prayer saying that acknowledgement of Heavenly Father, the Most High, His Name and Kingdom from the outset would place the pray-er in the 	appropriate frame of a contrite heart, see [Lk 11:1-4].


2	Daniel, a man of extraordinary wisdom, righteousness, sagacity and humble prayer became a leading Servant of the Lord who assisted the Children of Israel at around 603 B.C that effected 	Jehovah’s justice on their behalf. Daniel was single-mindedly devoted to God, he prayed three times per day and always rendered a daily sacrifice of thanks to Jehovah Jireh. His contemporaries 	were Ezekiel and Ezra, three scintillating prophets in their time whom God raised up, who crucially assisted in upholding Yahweh’s precious Children when surrounded by demonic forces in 	Babylon at around  605 B.C. to 537 B.C. then at the time the first exiles returned to Judah. Daniel foretold the event where the “Stone” would strike the ‘Satan-dominated four monarchies 	and contemporaneous ten kings of the world’ [at Christ’s first appearance] and a further prophecy within an eschatological meaning and time, see [Da 2:34-35; 41-45; Mtt 6:10; Rev 11:15; 20:1-6]. 


3	Yahweh’s blessings in Christ generously denoted His purposes to effect the good e.g. i) Christ was seated at the right hand of God and advocated on bahalf of the Church and believer’s were 	justified and sanctified; ii) each prayer was honourable to the Ever-living God; iii) the Lord God protected the believer’s service to Him from plunder; iv) Almighty God blessed believers’ children as 	each believer importuned Him; v) the host in the parable sought bread from a “friend” as opposed to seeking bread from places devoid of God’s Presence – critical knowledge for believers; vi) the 	believer’s ransom was already paid by Jesus of Nazareth and believers owed the Lord God the service of prayer; vii) Yahweh’s mercy was extended to each pray-er who prayed; viii) the Lord’s 	kingdom, Jesus stated “is at hand”, meaning believers already had access to Almighty God; ix) God blessed generations when believing parents prayed, see [Ps 51:1; Dan 3:17; Lk 22:69; Jn 	15:14; Ro 8:26; Eph 6:18; 1Thess 5:17; Rev 8:1-4; 22:17]. 


4	One should not construct sin with its clustered ramifications as a bar to prayer with God. After the pray-er had exalted the Father of Lights, His name and His Kingdom on earth as in heaven, a 	sacrifice of thanksgiving and praise followed. The daily dependence on the Presence and material blessings of God combined with faith were effectual in addition to forgiveness for sin and the 	need to forgive others. Imploring the Father of Lights to lead the believer not into temptation but rather to deliver them from evil, aligned to the mission of Messiah. The very command for 	deliverance was attached distinctively to the Messiah’s mission, none other – only the One Sent could have known, with authority, Who effected the deliverance of evil spirits from many. Note in 	Revelation it was recorded there would be a time of sharp contrast between good and evil – those belonging to Eternal God who feared and worshipped Christ; the unsaved; and those steeped in 	immoralities, arrogant lies, blatant thefts and “scorpion” actions [of the night] that Scripture stated would literally be all over the earth, however Scripture mentioned no specific time since the 	events are in the discretion of Father God in heaven and that Christ’s glory would always be present in His people, see [Mtt 6:9  Rev 14:8-11].


	 	 





Rhythms of Grace  -  Hillsong Chapel © 2006





. . . . If prayer were to have a musical tune it might present as an octet of instruments, accompanied by harps. . . .
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Graeme and his wife Vel read from Luke’s Gospel at 15:3-32, three short parables where Jesus the Lord aided His listeners to understand the principles of God’s divine Love. In the parable relating to the lost sheep, Scripture upheld the extraordinary lengths of Amighty God’s Love1, where in the normal course a shepherd might not leave the 99 to rescue a lost sheep,  God’s care for each individual was so great He deliberately sought out each one and celebrated when each was “found”. Jesus’ association with sinners was such that He came to seek and save the lost - a sinner regarded as “beyond hope” He cared enough to bring into His bosom of Grace and forgiveness. The following parable recounted a woman who possessed ten coins2, of such immense sentimental value to her that when one was lost it caused her severe misery. Our Lord used the example of the coin’s material value evidenced in the intense joy the woman felt the moment it was discovered.  The significance of the story lay in the fact that likewise did the angels of God rejoice3 over one sinner who was lost then found. Each individual was infinitely precious4 to God that His heart was in anguish over every loss however once He found them, He celebrated. The prodigal son [generation] was not prepared to wait for succession instead he aggressively and selfishly initiated a monetary division of a third of his father’s estate thus exposing the son’s pride and raw greed at having no regard for his father’s authority and careful planning, then further, scant consideration for his sibling’s feelings.  After wasting his inheritance living on what he had fulminated was “the free life”, his money disappeared, poverty sprung on him and naturally his friends disappeared thereafter. Stooping to feed pigs was a gross humiliation [and a religious raw nerve was touched], which led to the son feeling degraded that he had sunk to such tragic levels, so he returned to his father5. God’s Love was far, far greater than the prodigal father’s love in that not only did the Almighty Loving Lord initiate a keen, vivid search for His children, He received them back with rejoicing, forgave them and in Christ there awaited an eternal inheritance far greater than any inheritance on earth, in-as-much as no trouble was added to it neither was it necessary to pay for extra protection. Scripture intimated the returning one should be healed6 and wholeheartedly and meaningfully supported7. ANY PERSON who feels “far from God”, don’t despair, He is searching for you - if you want to pray, you may ask Jesus to be your Saviour and Scripture states He shall.     





Footnotes


1	Signficant characteristics of God’s Love - i) it is incomparable; ii) it is creative;  iii) it is forgiving; iv) it is inexhaustible; v)  it is unconditional; v) it delivers; vi) it is deeper than a Mothers love; vii) it 	overcomes adversity; viii) it was willing to suffer on the Cross; ix) it took the initiative and “chose” Israel, and Christ “chose” His Church;  x) it is priceless; xi) it is a free gift;  xii)  it drives out fear, 	see  [Ge 50:17; Dt 6:5; Ps 16:11; 43:4; 81:41; 91:14; 103:3; Isa 55:7; Lk 2:10; Acts 2:46; 8:8; 13:52; 15:3; Ro 8:29; 12:2; Gal 5:22; 1 Thess 5:16; 1 Jn 4:18]. 


2	Palestinian women at around AD 31 received ten silver coins as a wedding gift. The material value was something akin to a wedding ring and therefore to lose one caused quite a deal of anguish. 	A clue Scripture offered was the Lord’s knowledge of the type of gifts women were given as wedding gifts, which our Lord related to Almighty God, that He cared personally for women.  


3	Listeners around Jesus understood that if one sinned and begged God for forgiveness He would forgive; however a God Who actively searched out sinners and then forgave them in the state 	they were, when they asked, was astonishing. Yet this was the genus of Love that prompted Christ to come to earth, to actually search for lost sinners and save them.  


4	The etymology of Eternal God’s love is that it is the highest and noblest form ever known; it is intimately affectionate; most pleasant and presents as a steadfast loving friend.  


5	The father had watched in readiness for the day of his son’s return, was glad that he was alive and celebrated accordingly. Scripture also pointed to the “fighting” and “rivalry” in generations 	especially where there was in succession, an inheritance [notice the bitterness and callous nature of the son who stayed home]. Even at around AD 31 the Lord revealed scrapping, bickering 	siblings who would go “all out” to take, over the other. [We remember an instance where for $200 million, sibling strife of monstrous proportions broke out as each made an unrefined grab at the 	family money]. The parable however did not say the prodigal returned to a full inheritance, it unequivocally states that the son reasoned he would be better off asking his father for more decent 	work than that of the pigpen. Accordingly a modern day example of scale to an inheritance [large] e.g. it would reflect assets worth R2 billion, one would expect the son gleaned R666million = 	30%, Dt 21:17]. The father’s celebration led the oldest son to enquire as to the commotion, who made a bitter retort since the father’s own ring of authority and cloak now worn by the returnee son 	was an accurate measure of the father’s deep joy.  


6	Scripture focussed on the primary reason as to why Jesus Christ had ability to wholly heal [without drugs] every sick person whom He encountered. He was Physician/Messiah Who operated in 	God’s Love with power to undo every sickness, epilepsy [which Christ authoritatively declared was a “mute” spirit] and deformity that was occasioned on mankind due to the Fall. No man ever 	functioned in this class of power due to the fact that the Fall had no significance for him, he was spiritually unresponsive, void of vital signs as to God’s pre-determined state of perfection, God’s 	Love and to Christ’s New Covenant terms, see [Isa 53: 1-12; Jn 15:16;1 Cor 1:27]. 


7	Paul an Apostle, confessed, after being healed of the Lord Jesus and further commissioned for His work, of how he vehemently persecuted the Church. Scripture afforded believers a wonderful 	opportunity of seeing the truth regarding God “searching for sinners” where Paul was blessed at the moment the Lord Jesus “found” him, by calling out to him. Paul elaborated further in his 	teachings on the restoring nature of the Body of Christ that they bring back into the fold one who had sinned and wished to return to God, see [Acts 9:1-22; Gal 6:1-10].    


	 


Restore Oh Lord  -  from “Loves Excelling”, Classic Ultimate Worship  © 2014
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Graeme and his wife Vel set out to explain the theological meaning of the parable of the drag net as told by Lord Jesus, read at Matthew 13:47-50. Many fish1 were caught in a drag net, taken to shore and after being removed from the net were sorted, the saleable fish were placed into vessels while the useless fish were thrown away. In telling the story the Lord illustrated the nature of the Kingdom of heaven was one part Salvation, however there was a contrary part evidenced by the act of disconnecting the good from the bad, for God’s purposes, at Almighty God’s prescribed time of Judgment. The Lord even affixed an eschatological significance to the act of separation by stating “so it will be at the end of the age, the angels will come forth and separate the wicked2 from the just3; and cast the unjust into a furnace of fire where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth”. An additional factor and most important point crucial to one’s understanding was that Christ’s exposition of the Kingdom4 of God was that in the interests of Salvation, He took the message of being saved well beyond the confines of Judaism extending it past the secluded communal policy into a wider generous invitation to all the nations, peoples, cultures and tongues which He openly and uncompromisingly declared as available only through Himself according to the purpose of Almighty God, pre-destined before creation of the universe and earth. 


ANY PERSON who wishes to ask Jesus the Lord to save you into eternity, may earnestly pray and ask Him to forgive your sins and He shall save you.   





Footnotes


1	In context of AD 31 fishing was a significant industry and source of considerable revenue as the Mediterranean provided many species of salt-water fish however the big commercial fishing was 	hard work, frustrating and often ineffective. Two nets were evident in Scripture regarding common tools for the occupation of fisherman - a casting net required the fisherman wade into shallow 	water to throw it; a drag net required several men to throw it wide as it was large with wooden floats on the upper edge and metal weights on the bottom, it caught many fish and was thus pulled or 	dragged along the shore or bottom of the stream, and pulled out, see [Isa 19:8; Ezek 47:10; Mtt 13:47].


2	The Almighty God’s avoidance of contact with the wicked and sinful was a theme echoed strenuously throughout Scripture hence Christ’s atoning blood for the repentant so that they might 	approach Almighty God; and in the present parable the Lord Jesus revealed angels would vitally effect the separation thus confirming the wicked would not be allowed anywhere near heaven. 	Jesus the Lord asked “Do you want to know what hell is? Look at the Valley of Gehenna”. The Valley S of Jerusalem was previously used by pagans for terrible idolatrous child sacrifice, 	addressed by Yahweh at around 1445 B.C. in Moses’ writing the Law and 622/1 B.C. where King Josiah discovered the law again. At around AD 31 the Valley was used as a garbage dump and 	into it was thrown all the filth and garbage of the city including the dead carcasses of animals and executed criminals. To consume all this maggots worked, non-purgatorial fires burned 	constantly and when the wind blew over the city its awfulness was quite evident. At night wild dogs howled and gnashed their teeth as they fought over the garbage. Jesus marked hell as a place 	for hypocrites who appeared externally righteous yet inside their thoughts were hateful, murderous and unclean; Mark a disciple of Jesus, enunciated hell as a place where “their worm does not 	die and the fire is not quenched”; Luke ascribed to God power that resorted the wicked to hell; James nominated hell as a fire; John articulated it was written that Hades and death would be cast 	into the Lake of Fire. Matthew wrote of Christ’s term “weeping and gnashing of teeth” when referencing the coming Judgment, prophesied by Christ as a future certainty, the weeping indicated 	sorrow or deep remorse and gnashing of teeth was the response to extreme anxiety or pain. Those who say they don’t care what happens to them when they die are motivated by rebellion since 	Christ issued many injunctions regarding the place prepared for those who rejected Almighty God’s Salvation, see [Lv 18:21; 2 Ki 23:10; Ps 9:17; Mtt 5:22; 23: 23-33; Mk 9:46; Col 1:21; Js 3:6; 	Rev 9:1ff].     


3	The Scriptural concept of justice exhibited a wonderful evolving through nine general chronological stages – i) etymologically, a straight walk; ii) honest living e.g. honouring a contract; iii)  a	recognition of God’s Word which included Salvation and Grace to both men and women; iv) earnest conformity to the moral Will of God; v) recognition of God’s punishment for moral infraction 	[Paul - when the viper fastened onto his hand, even the pagan society of Malta recognized that if he was a murderer, justice would deal with him, until Paul shook off the irrational creature and 	was healed, the pagans further assumed  he was some sort of heavenly being who was sent relief]; vi) God’s deeds of vindication for the deserving e.g. God blessed the abode of the righteous, 	but the adulterer would not see His Face; vii) God’s fulfillment of His own gracious Salvation in spite of the believer’s human weakness; viii) God’s justification/acquittal for believers solely due to 	their faith in Christ His Sent One; ix) the necessity for believers to actively seek justice for the poor, the widow, the needy, those hated by ‘privileged circles’ and the disadvantaged. There was a 	distinct deliberate intention from God to counter-act on earth the lofty injustices of manipulators who cut corners on ‘fair play’ and who exploited the downcast for personal gain, see in seriatim 


	[Dt 9:5; Lv 19:36; Dt 32:4; Isa 26:7; Lk 23:41; Joel 2:15-18; Ps 51:14-19; Acts 28:3-6; Gn 15:1-6; Isa 1:17].   


4	Jesus the Lord’s proclamation concerning God’s Kingdom was most pertinent - “If I cast out demons by the Spirit of God, surely the Kingdom of God has come upon you”. Participation into the 	Kingdom of heaven involved a follower of the Lord Jesus to a calling of the highest righteousness [conduct in Christ that was just and right] provided by Christ Himself emanating from the rarest 	sacrifice ever offered for believers to possess at first blush of Salvation, recognized by the Father in heaven with approval, see [Isa 54:17; Mtt 5:20; 12:28].	   








More than Anything  -  All Sons and Daughters from the Album All Sons and Daughters © 2016
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Graeme and his wife Vel consider Jesus’ parables that had connection to the Kingdom of God we read at Matthew 13:44-46,52. The Lord Jesus preached the Kingdom of God as His central theme in the parables He taught of its treasure1. The two parables were thus - the exceptional treasure a man stumbled upon in passing a certain field, so deserving that the man hid it so that no-one else could have access to it [and drive the price up], and when he was sure of how  he might acquire it, took the trouble to sell all he possessed in order to obtain the entire field [thus diverting attention] that contained the treasure. A second parable the Lord recounted was that of a merchant who earnestly searched for pearls, who in his search found one so extraordinary [probably akin to a pink pearl from the Red Sea] that he assessed its economic value, sold all he had and purchased the one valuable pearl. Both men’s interests were determined by what they valued most. Metaphorically speaking, the treasure of the Kingdom of God2 lay in its activities via - forgiveness for sin; spiritual awareness; availability to all the nations; cleansing; deliverance from darkness; heavenly “Help”; and a rare form of ‘belonging’ that was centred in the Person of Jesus Christ the Messiah Who gave the Church3 her constitution, blessings, benefits and guidance by God’s pre-ordained revelation. The Lord in addition to the two parables, concluded with an anachronistic teaching of the double benefits available for expert lawyers who inscribed Jewish law, Pharisees who became His disciples, that similar to a householder who brought out of her treasures things ancient and new  - they had the joy of referencing Old Testament law, events, history and words from men, women and prophets faithful to the Covenant, concerning the Kingdom of God, as well as being able to utilize all Christ’s new teachings of fulfilled law and His spiritual significance4, which we now read as the New Testament. A blessing indeed, and one which the disciples and Apostles drew richly from and utilized liberally in all the material they preached and inscribed.   


 


ANY PERSON who wishes to humble yourself before God, turn from your sin and pray for Salvation, God hears your prayer and heals and forgives you in Jesus Christ’s name by Grace.     





Footnotes


1	Historically two illustrations regarding “treasure of the heart” are gleaned - i) at around 930 B.C. Ezra made a distinction between apostasy of the golden calf that Jeroboam from N Israel 	treasured, as if sin in physical form they hauled around with them; ii) the Children of Judah treasured Yahweh’s Covenant, His Temple, His loyal priests, His prophets and the daily sacrifice. 	Scripture stated that believers ought to consider carefully the things they cherished. If they valued anything more than God it was tantamount to being a ‘golden calf’. To represent the Lord God 	believers lived by His standards and those appointed to positions of responsibility, Scripture pointed to were most assuredly not based on the fact they volunteered, were influential or were highly 	educated. What counted in the sight of God was a believer who preached a sound doctrine, was dedicated to God and who embodied a strong spiritual character. These things believers and 	Churches pray to God for in the modern era and humbly request Him to kindly work His Will in their lives. The Kingdom of God/Heaven is more valuable than anything else a believer could ever 	acquire and it requires a commitment to be willing to give up everything in order to obtain it, see [1 Chr 24:10; 2 Chr 13:1-22]. 


2	The meaning of the word treasure Scripture observed throughout the Old and New Testaments was established by men and women of faith, the prophets, disciples, Christ and the Apostles - as 	anything that was stored or collected together; provisions; stores of corn, wine, oil or honey; gold, silver or brass; God’s good treasure containing hail, snow, rain, winds and waters and the fact 	that God kept sin in the treasures of His memory; finally, boxes of treasures the three wise men opened to worship our Saviour with gifts at His birth, see in seriatim [Jer 41:8; Ezek 28:4; Dan 	11:43; Job 38:22; Ps 135:7; Dt 32:34; Mtt 2:11]. 


3	Christ’s Bride who has with time and effort taken upon herself the yoke of the Kingdom of God and its fruitful Source Jesus, who live by His commandments and learn from Him, see [Mtt 11:28].    


4	Believers achieved great things in life and never neglected any effort in nurturing God’s people or in bringing others into God’s Kingdom – matters of importance to their lives. Their personal 	history was shaped by their response to God. An abuse of a high calling time and again ultimately brought catastrophe and destruction. Each generation rededicated themselves to the 	task of 	being sincere and each one was alert to incitements to waiver the Gospel of God’s Son.   


	      


	 








Thank You Jesus  -  Jesus Fellowship Songs filmed at the Northampton Jesus Centre, Deco Theatre © 2015
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