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Graeme and his wife Vel as honest seekers of our High Priest’s teachings, present a clear view of the concept of Scriptural encouragement to the Church in the midst of “temptations, troubles and tribulation”. We read from Psalm 118:9; Luke 21:28; John 2:23-25; Acts 5:42; 1 Corinthians 10:13; James 1:2,3,12; 2 Peter 2:9. Paul the Apostle constructed his Corinthians teaching in the context of the diverse dangers of compromise with pagans - “[N]o temptation has seized you except what is common to man and God is faithful1, He will not let you be tempted beyond that which you can bear . . He will also provide a way out so that you can stand up under it”. The four Gospel writers each inscribed different components pertaining to troubles and tribulations. Matthew indicated narrowly that faith became meaningful only when examined under the crucible of troubles and tribulations2.  Mark portrayed the Lord’s tolerance of abuse in the form of mockery where He taught His disciples the benefits of maintaining hope and trust in Him despite doubts and questions. Troubles and tribulations help believers follow the Saviour more closely and offers each believer an opportunity to find their assurance in the Lord God’s promises3. Luke related to a time where the disciples plainly told the Lord, they needed more faith “[a]nd tell us how to get it”. How much was necessary? Jesus said only little was all one needed. The shocker came from John’s recordal of Christ who answered a demanding crowd looking for Him “[T]he truth of the matter is you want to be with me because I fed you yesterday and not because you believe in me”. Jesus criticized them for following Him only for temporal and physical benefits and intimated that faith alone satisfied God. Peter, at around AD 66/68 assured believers that the Lord knew exactly how to rescue Godly men while “[H]e held the unrighteous for the Day of Judgment”. Approximately 62 years after Pentecost, the One called First and Last encouraged the Philadelphia Church, “[B]ecause you have patiently obeyed Me, despite tribulation I will protect you”4. The Apostles carefully constructed poignant words to cater for troubles and tribulation - and remember the first home Bible Study was enacted precisely due to “troubles’. Count it all joy. Keep praising the Lord in the face of critics. Rejoice that you are counted worthy of suffering. It is to your credit when you undergo troubles. Paul said he attached the highest value to his faith amid troubles - “[W]e are fools for Christ, but wise in Christ, we are weak, but we are strong, if we are dishonoured, then Christ honours us”. And our superb Saviour and “true Israel Brother” Lord Jesus Christ, had the most pleasant things of all to say“[B]lessed are you when you are reviled and lied about because you follow me - wonderful ! Be happy about it, in fact, be very glad5. . . and remember the ancient prophets6 were persecuted too”. In conclusion, one truth and two encouragements - i) God always has a purpose; ii) Abba Father is in control far beyond the present situation. ANY PERSON who wants to un- burden from sin and take the yoke of Jesus’ kindness upon you, may ask Him for Grace as you repent of sin. We urge you find a Church following “Lord Jesus sent in the flesh with Salvation” and be water baptized in the name of God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Ghost.  


 


Footnotes


1	Scripture is not anachronistic but palpably affirms the way out of temptation lay in one’s understanding that  – i) wrong desires and the entire gamut of temptations have happened to people 	throughout the ages and therefore it is unnecessary to feel “singled out for punishment”; ii) others have resisted temptation and so should the Christian du jour. It pays to bear in mind that the 	believers’ lives are woven into Abba Father’s astounding Plan - that those who love Christ reflect Christ; iii) God helps His Children avoid temptation practically and with wisdom e.g. don’t 	wait until there is a tough situation to learn about prayer, start praying now for strength; iv) recognize what situations are wrong or that give you trouble and avoid them [that is the first step to victory]; 	v) make a prepared choice ahead to do what is right; vi) pray honestly to Lord Jesus for help; vii) confess your sins before God and He will help you; viii) there will come the day when a particular 	temptation will not bother you anymore and Paul says that will be to the glory of the three distinct Persons of the Trinity, which calls for an appropriate response of thanksgiving, see [Ps 118:9; 1 Cor 	1:18-2:1-16; 10:10-13; 1 Jn 5:13-15].


2	The Scripture was punctuated with examples of the many times Lord Jesus exhibited power and compassion despite adverse circumstances e.g. the demonic man who lived among the tombs He 	rescued; the ill woman who had wasted money on physicians for 18 years He pronounced her faith amid her troubles and healed with a Word; the family of the dead girl He withstood mockery in 	order for Life to return to her. Matthew indicated the great anguish and despair Christ Himself experienced at the on-coming Cross ordeal and yet He prayed “[Y]our Will, Father not mine!”. How 	strong is your faith? Is it strong enough to bear up under intense troubles? [Mtt 24:9-14; 26:34-46;Mk 5:39-40; Heb 11] other cites [Lk 17:5f; Jn 6:26; Ac 9;16; Heb 11:25; Js 5:10; 1 Pe 2:20; 5:10].


3	The nature of Christ’s High Priestly office becomes vividly evident, as His Personal character derived from His own Self-offering identified with every believer undergoing troubles who related to the 	Spiritual component of trust. God’s kindness led Christ to His death - what a startling juxtaposition of ideas! This was proof that Christ came not to enjoy position, title, the authority of money or 	political power but to suffer and die. The question thus needs to be asked – as a believer, are you more interested in power or submission, domination or service, attaining assets or giving 	compassion; and if kindness motivated you, then troubles and tribulation might very well be the Lord God’s purpose to develop your faith, see [Heb 2:9-10].


4	Philadelphia was a small Church with little status or influence, nothing that ambitious money and asset-driven people would fight each other to flock to. The Philadelphians were faithful to God and 	He was pleased with them and gave them a positive message - God would vindicate them more than worldly success, due to their strong faith, see [Rev 3:10; 14:8]. 


5	The mustard tree itself is slow-growing and produces miniscule seeds which meant that if one’s expectations had waned, then be heartened, God answers on the ground of Christ’s powerful works.


6	Stephen’s coherent forthright words revealed much about the devil and his declensions who have not changed since the days of the ancient prophets. Satan was a murderer then, and he is now. 	God’s Spirit was upon His tough, hard-hitting prophets with their craggy, lovable personalities and the vindications of God kept them into Eternity, see [Acts  7:52; Rev 5].


	


Everfound, God of the Impossible  -  Everfound, King Videos [Official Video]  © 2015  [Author’s note - see Goliath as “Temptations, Troubles & Tribulations”; and Rei means’friend’ ( ]
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Graeme and his wife Vel in Part II parallel the message of God - between Old Testament [“OT”] Patriarchs, Priests and Prophets’ and that of the Son of God. 





Parallels between the Messages of OT servants of God and Christ the Saviour 





OT Citation�
Christ Personally Brought Home the Message of Salvation �
NT Citation�
�
Genesis 6:14�
Saviour’s Salvation, an extension of God’s Mercy paved the way for His Advocacy at God’s R hand where the Mercy Seat and Ark are positioned �
Ephesians 2:4�
�
Gen 12:1-3�
Christ, the sum of all Revelation, Purest Offering and Righteous Deliverer of the Promise gave Salvation to every creed, culture and tongue�
Galatians 3:9�
�
Gen 15:17�
Abraham’s promise continued via Christ’s Resurrection in the shape and form of the “Holy Spirit as Tongues” upon the Upper Room group �
Acts 2�
�
Gen 32:24ff�
The Son of Man endured the Cross, was resurrected in order to communicate God’s Love that has changed believers’ hearts�
John 3:16�
�
Exodus 3:2 �
Christ persevered; the Apostles succeeded and Paul successfully resisted those who warped Lord God’s free Grace  �
2 Timothy 3:6-8�
�
Ex 16:1�
The “Comforter” combined the idea of Comfort and Counsel during times of testing - a powerful Person to have on our side�
John 14:16�
�
Ex 24:6-8�
God’s Word is alive in the hearts of Church members who feel compelled to share it�
Ephesians 1:18�
�
Ex 28:1�
The blameless, spotless Lamb of God was pierced and provided for our royal Priestly separation, who love Him �
John 1:29�
�
Leviticus 1:3�
Christ’s free-will Offering of His own Life equipped believers going forward to praise God and perform His Will�
Hebrews 13:15f�
�
Lev 9:1ff�
Saviour asserted heavenly Father’s Love keenly reached to celebration, over disappointment and timelessly out to the whole world �
Ephesians 3:17ff�
�
Lev 19:1ff�
True greatness is willing to serve the Lord God even in the routines of daily work�
James 2:16�
�
Lev 19:9-14�
Due to Jesus Christ’s blamelessness, we can experience a ‘taste’ of Eternity’s total transformation �
1 Peter 2:3�
�
Lev 19:29�
Saviour crystallized Scripture about heaven - “[a]ll who are led by the Spirit of God are called “sons of God” [Gal 4:5]�
Romans 8:14�
�
Lev 20:6�
Jesus Christ’s purchase of our souls provided for connection to the Holy Spirit’s witness for NC co-heirship �
Ephesians 1:14�
�
Numbers 1:50-51�
In the greater rank of Melchizedek-who-lives-on, Christ’s Priestly Sacrifice outranked the old Levitical rules �
Hebrews 7�
�
Nu 2:2�
God chooses leaders according to His high standard of worship who honour and respect Him �
1 John 5:1-9�
�
Deuteronymy 13:1ff�
Christ's atoning work transformed the old nature with its tent of flesh and made us “holy just as God is holy”�
2 Corinthians 5:1ff�
�
Deut 14�
The Lord God prepared for believers to be His very own and made us holy in His sight�
John 17:17�
�
Deut 14:22f�
The Ten Commandments Lord Jesus reduced to Two had reach even into NT tithing and almsgiving �
Romans 12:10�
�
2 Kings 22:3ff�
Our High Priest’s torn body now allows believers to walk in and out of God’s Presence - an indulgence gifted from the King of Righteousness �
Hebrews 10:19f�
�
1 Chronicles 13:10ff�
The metonymy of God’s Word is that it cuts swift and deep, exposing our innermost emotions, revealing who we really are [Mtt 24:22] �
Hebrews 4:12 �
�
1 Ch 21:22f�
The Altar of Christ’s Cross is instrumental in our daily praises and thanksgiving to God, telling others of His Love�
Hebrews 13:15�
�
2 Chr 19:11�
Our High Priest Lord Jesus, who was tempted in every way yet remained sinless, it is He who forgives�
Hebrews 4:15�
�
Ezra 10:3-11�
Obedience is much more important than who we think we are�
Matthew 5:20�
�
Psalm 51:1-8�
God’s kindness and Grace through Christ has restored worship and praise to Lord God�
1 Corinthians 15:9�
�



ANY PERSON who wants to partake of Christ the Lord’s Salvation with thanksgiving and praise to God, may ask Lord Jesus to Save you by His incomparable Grace and forgiveness.  


There is One found Worthy  -  Michael Koulianos, Jesus School © 2022
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Graeme and his wife Vel in Part I provide analysis of the message of the Lord God as spoken through the Patriarchs, Priests and Prophets who remained committed to God the Lord. 





Servants of God under Visual Narrative who conveyed the Lord God’s Messages





Visual Narrative �
Citation�
Patriarch/Prophet�
Proven reliability of Lord God’s message �
�
Obligation to build a massive Ark that saved creatures + a few obedient�
Genesis 6:14�
Noah�
In a world flooded with evil Noah persevered in long-term commitment with God�
�
Vision, short term leading into long-term by faith in God’s verbal Words�
Gen 12:1-3�
Abraham�
Commencement of a vehicle of unity a shadow of the Son of Man’s leadership�
�
A smoking firepot and burning torch as Covenant was entered into�
Gen 15:17�
Abraham�
Reassurance of Covenant and powerful shadow of things to Come�
�
Wrestled with “a Man” all night and was left with a marred hip+ socket�
Gen 32:24-29�
Jacob�
Jacob’s new name “Israel” was symbolic for the people’s changed lives with God�
�
Unique Jehovah features - while unsearchable, He wants be known �
Exodus 3:2�
Moses, Lawgiver�
He “saw” Yahweh and assured the people approach to God came via His leaders�
�
Jehovah guided His Children into a vast, barren, hostile environment�
Ex 16:1�
Moses�
Encountering danger, shortages and inconvenience - perfect for testing character�
�
Moses shed animal blood over the Altar and sprinkled it on the people�
Ex 24:6-8�
Moses�
Approved - a life given as penalty for sin and the people’s lives spared before God�
�
Pattern for separation to God at the Tabernacle �
Ex 28:1�
Moses, Aaron�
Overseeing operations, counselling and representation required a worthy life lived�
�
A freewill “Gift” to God embodied an offering on the Altar via the priests�
Leviticus 1:3�
Moses, Aaron�
Many various “Gifts” personally “brought the people back” to Yahweh�
�
Lord God’s commands to attend to regular duties, follow His instructions �
Lev 9:1ff�
Aaron�
Jehovah showed His fellowship in the routine daily tasks His people undertook�
�
Commands toward the poor showed God’s ownership of the land �
Lev 19:1ff�
Moses�
As caretakers they displayed Yahweh’s liberal and generous nature�
�
Civic good behaviour was required and connected to the fear of God�
Lev 19:9-14�
Moses�
Aspects of values and morals cannot be seen yet God dealt firmly with oppressors�
�
A woman’s sanctity; and the elderly were to be respected�
Lev 19:29,32�
Moses�
Such responsibilities taken seriously were close to the Lord’s divinity�
�
Jehovah was the Source for truth, warnings against all forms of occult �
Lev 20:6�
Moses�
Not in Covenant with Jehovah, all other false advisers Jehovah cut off immediately�
�
God envisaged priestly tribal obedience to His Covenant�
Numbers 1:50f�
Moses�
To be close to the provided Spiritual food and water for the people�
�
Each one’s respective role in separate tribes �
Nu 2:2�
Moses�
Physical ease of identification, management and worship lines of command�
�
Express commands to always direct all worship to Yahweh the Lord�
Deut 13:1ff�
Moses�
Yahweh’s discernment kept their focus on Him for truth and guidance�
�
Food commands prevented them cutting themselves off  from Yahweh�
Deut 14�
Moses�
Holiness was to be carried into all aspects of life that magnified the Ultimate Life�
�
Controlled revenue through Tithing and Almsgiving�
Deut 14:22-23�
Moses�
Scripture made very clear the purpose for tithing/almsgiving was to put God first�
�
Generating management elements in the Priesthood�
2 Kings 22:3-13�
Josiah�
When Josiah read the Lord’s lost un-obeyed laws, he tore his clothes in terror�
�
The Creator of the Covenant either blessed or bound �
1 Ch 13:10ff�
Ezra�
The two-edged aspect of God’s power - perfectly loving yet perfectly just�
�
A sacrifice for an approved Altar cost David much in service to God �
1 Ch 21:22f�
Ezra�
Gifts given with respect to time, self-sacrifice and money cost us, yet God Loves�
�
Concerns and means for reprisals facilitated in Priest, Judge +High Priest�
2 Chr 19:11�
Ezra�
Yahweh’s High Priest required to be capable, faithful and honest with final appeals�
�
Jehovah’s expectation for obedience can be difficult yet few always obey �
Ezra 10:3-4,11�
Ezra�
Jehovah’s express prohibitions preserved Spiritual identity and fellowship�
�
Forgiveness through blessings and life-lessons refreshed one for worship�
Psalms 51:1-8�
David �
Humility prepared David to serve God and kept him safe “in confession”�
�



ANY PERSON who wants their life to be changed by the Saviour Jesus Christ, may with certainty ask Jesus to save them by Grace, and because He came for that very purpose, He will.





Behold  -  Melissa Rogers © 2022
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Graeme and his wife Vel explain the didactic significance of the meeting between the Lord and the Samaritan woman at around AD 26, where we read related Scriptures such as Luke 15:7; John 4:1-26; 1 Corinthians 15:55; 1 Pe 4:14-16. Jesus the Lord in His ministry visited the town of Samaria. He left Jerusalem and traveled towards Galilee to the limits of adjoining towns that were known for their mixed marriages. This was not unusual per se since mixed races formed as early as Adam, continued after the flood where Godly sons mixed with un-Godly, N, S, E, W of the land.  At around 1445 B.C. the Lord’s 10 Commandments further provided for proper sanctified worship a priori  to the Children of Israel’s entrance to Canaan. As they exited Canaan some inter-marrieds1 interspersed into surrounding Jerusalem locations and the priests from S Judah and the N kept Yahweh’s ceremonies for purification2 however in addition they incorporated their own laws that caused division, doubt, a heathen influence and finally, opposition from the zealots in their fervour for God’s Law, who hated the weakness of the inter-marrieds and walked on the other side of the road so as not to have any contact either with the inter-marrieds - or Rome du jour. Our Lord did not “go around the outskirts of the Samaritan town to avoid its people”, He took the robust3 view of Love and walked to the water well, aware that in the mornings and evenings, women would flock there to draw water4 for their homes; in addition, He was acutely aware of the rising tide of opposition to His message of Salvation and liberty. While His disciples went to purchase food, Lord Jesus, tired from the journey waited at the well and interacted with one, where His prophetic Word caused her to listen carefully. The Saviour’s insightful offer on the only acceptable way to approach heavenly Father and receive Eternal Life, was a light that shone in the darkness for the woman who, until this encounter was under the impression she already had Eternal Life. She acknowledged her forefathers5 religion and was truthful of her current position. ANY PERSON who wishes to truly seek God, may repent to the Lord of sin in your life, receive Christ’s Salvation who sets you free from sin and Scripture says - the angels in heaven rejoice over every repentant sinner.  





Footnotes


1	The New Covenant Saviour offered Living Water and the correct way to worship the Lord God in Spirit and in Truth. This meant the saved would never Spiritually thirst [Jn 4:1-3; Rev 22:1,17]. 	


2	Purity and holiness in worship is still applicable today. Sin is taken away and each believer consolidated into Christ’s sphere of Grace and Peace. It must be borne in mind however that Christ did 	not come the way of wealth, convenience, whim or nepotism – lest the idolatrous should boast - but under deepest sorrow and yet He was the purest Sacrifice that lavished His love on believers 	and the only way we can begin to repay Him is with thanksgiving for what He accomplished, sing praises to God through all circumstances of life and share with one another in good heartedness. 	Our Lord, we love Your name.. see [Dt 4:2-8; Ps 16:8-11; Lk 9:58; Ac 2:24-28; 1 Cor 15:55; Heb 2:18].  


3	In his honourable consideration of Christ’s compassion, the Apostle Peter in latter years distinguished the true Shepherd from false teachers who cared not a fig for anyone’s soul. Believers 	faced with moments of being pressed in on all sides whether from past behaviours or circumstances anew, Scripture came to the rescue and urged in the midst of suffering to seek God whose 	great heart is always available to hear the cry of a troubled soul, see [Lk 4:3-7; 22:46; 2 Peter 2]. 


4	Scripture inveighed against the world’s underestimate of the all-powerful Creator’s Mercy and a vital clue went to the fact that Salvation had been prepared long before and that the Lord’s creation 	was basically imperfect in every way - and that was okay, since He had well provided in both Testaments on that count. In the New Testament there was no room made for boasting from 	self-works or human strength but from around AD 38 - AD 95 the Church’s witness was of saints who feared the Lord and worked within His circle of prophetic teachings. The Patriarchs, 	Priests, good Kings of Jehovah, Prophets of Yahweh, Apostles of the Saviour and indeed as Christ our High Priest and Friend continued in God’s grouping of the obedient. Those bearing the 	testimony of Jesus Christ must [peremptory] depend entirely upon God the Lord with crystallized understanding of how His claim over your soul works. Christ exegeted cognizably in this - 	watch and pray that you are not tempted; and turn to Him for succour and guidance whenever you are, see [Ge 18:20; Nu 6:24; 35:11,21; Ps 6:1-3; Prov 7:27; Isa 5:20; 55:6; 65:24; Mtt 6:13; 	9:13; Ro 3:13; 10:12; Ju 24-25; Rev 12:11].   


5	Is God’s law still applicable today? Generally, as with unsaved mankind, the woman was separated from God due to sin. Christ the Lord in His interaction revealed a very important truth; He was 	able to bring her near to Father God and thereafter we read of Saviour’s rare admission. The location in which the Samaritan lived was the site of ancient Succoth, a shelter that featured annually 	in the Feast of Tabernacles – seven days of feasting, a time of rejoicing and place of meeting with God. Thus, the Law was a shadow of “good things to come” which good things actually came 	with Christ” and we read of it here – the Samaritan was drawn by the magnanimous Father God to His “sent”  Saviour, who blessed her with God’s expressive Love with outward view to others; 	and she ran with the Gospel [Dt 16:14; 32:4; Jn 7:37; Hebr 10:1; 9:11]. 


		 


Your Name is Power  -  Rend Collective © 2019


The Love of Jesus  -  Mack Brock © 2021
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Graeme and his wife Vel, in order to offer an un-parched analysis, elaborate on the blessed plan of God in revealing His Might to save. Historically, on the huge canvas of God our Saviour’s gracious purpose, Scripture taught on the power of God “Who was and is and is to come”. We read from [Exodus 13:21-22; Psalm 19:1-6; Matthew 8:25; Romans 1:20; Revelations 18:2,4,7,21; 19:1-11]. It was with great physical and natural phenomena, the Lord’s power displayed throughout Scripture in order for us today, to know Him - i) His power in parting the Red Sea and the River Jordan; ii) His power superceded both evil and human resources; iii) even in the latter days which have come for us now in the present, God’s power limits Satan’s power since John the senescent Apostle saw the vision of the One “Who was and is and is to come” and noted that, the “evil horsemen” controlled only a fourth of the earth while the Lord God’s people controlled three-quarters; iv) the Pillar of fire by night and cloud by day, proved Jehovah was with1 His Children in Love; v) Lord Jesus, who eventually was offered as our Substitute, was and is the powerful One who controls all the forces of nature2; v) the heavens reveal the Lord’s glories and infinity day and night; vi) God had always revealed Himself through Scripture3; vii) the Lord’s power over Jerusalem4; viii) the intricacy and dependability of the Universe came by God’s command; ix) His magnificent beauty is affirmed unashamedly today by a marked restoration of praise5; x) the miracles Jesus the Saviour performed were concentric to restoration6 of everything fallen, something over which not one demon has any control whatsoever, since they have no power to do what is good and Creative.  At around 1445 B.C., commensurate to the time of Yahweh’s powerful deliverance of His Children, Moses, on their journey under his guidance, recorded a certain generation rebelled in the following ways - i) they complained and grumbled to each other and not to Yahweh; ii) they complained about their misfortunes; iii) they blamed others for their troubles; iv) they tried to bribe others to complain with them; v) they acted unfairly towards one another; vi) they openly yearned for only luxuries; vii) they showed dis-satisfaction for their present temporary predicament; viii) they were ungrateful, they doubted and were greedy for power and authority; ix) they lost true judgment ability and their own power faded in line with it; x) they refused to believe that God would provide - and in the result, the Lord Jehovah dealt with them decisively7.  The didactic significance of the Kingdom of God was that it arrived “like leaven”, inconspicuous as a mustard seed and yet all sinners were welcomed from every creed, culture and tongue to work on the side of the Lord God for goodness. ANY PERSON who wants to know the perfect Love of God available only through Jesus Christ the Saviour and who wants Saviour to be the base-rock of your life must palpably ask Lord Jesus for Salvation.  





Footnotes


1	Scriptural teaching that allowed for five hundred years of generations to carry down the faith of Abraham is available to us today through Christ the Lord and Saviour and it is to our pleasure that we 	can look into God’s Word day and night and know He is with us and that He acts with power on our behalf, see [Gen 12:1-3; Ezra 9:1ff].  


2	Paul at around AD 57 intimated the truth about God was instinctively known in men and women’s hearts because He had put a longing to know Him, there. Since earliest times men have seen the 	earth and sky and all that God has made and have known of His existence and great Eternal power. The corollary to the generation of the wilderness who grumbled, complained, rebelled against 	God’s leader and learned about His power since they never saw the promised land but wandered aimlessly for fourty years, their souls finding no rest whatsoever, is pungent. Does anyone have an 	excuse for not believing in God? Scripture gives an emphatic “no”. God has revealed His existence in His Creation. Every person therefore either accepts or rejects God. Don’t be fooled. When the 	day comes for God to judge your response to Him, there will be no excuses. Begin today to give Him what He deserves – your devotion and worship, proffered through Christ, see [Ro 1:18-20].   	


3	We learn about His holiness and our sinfulness, revealed through our daily experiences where it is open to us to enjoy being forgiven and the gift of Salvation afforded to us is with Eternity, see [Ps 	19:7-11]. 


4	He decides who calms it or who comes against it, see [Rev 21:1-10]. 


5	Christ works in dimensions of our lives even where we think He won’t or can’t work and that meant too, life’s corollaries. Jesus the Lord’s power calmed the storm over the boat He and His disciples 	were in and the miracles of nature Christ performed, revealed the Lord controlled both the storms of nature and the storms of our troubled hearts [Ex 15:4; Mtt 8:26, 30-32; Mk 1:23; Lk 9:35; Jn 2:11]. 


6	Proof that the Lord Jesus has authority over demons and ultimately over the control of the devil. Whenever the demons were confronted by the Lord Jesus, they lost their power. King David wrote, 	the Lord Jehovah has authorized “praise” as a weapon where even Spiritual babes could praise Him and it felled the enemy. John the senescent Apostle in his visions of the future, heard the 	heavenly host calling for praise and victory to be ascribed by the saints, to Jesus Christ. Make no mistake, demons recognize Jesus Christ – just because they reject Him does not mean He’s not 	there. They did not think they had to obey Him at around AD 26 until He spoke - and then they scattered. Their day of reckoning is on its way, again, because Jesus the Saviour is the One with 	Might and power to restore a fallen Creation, and He will. Praise the Lord! see [Josh 4:22; Ps 8:1ff; 95:11; Mtt 8:28; Jn 2:11; Rev 19:1-5].     


7	Their souls were given no rest - however this is not the Plan for us today. The very special relationship of passionate devotion and reliance Moses had with Yahweh the Lord, brought him into a 	close working relationship, the strength and character of which is not out of reach for us today. Fortunately Christ has come to repair this relationship and we now can become friends with God Who 	is Mighty, through our passionate devotion to Him and via the forgiveness He proffered in Jesus His only begotten Son, who Himself in His physical body procured for mankind a fair chance for 	Salvation and with the Holy Spirit as essentialia to our service. It is most important that we give thanks and praise as our daily earthly offerings to Abba God, see [Ex 33:14-15; Heb 2:11; 2 Pe 3:11].


	


Make My Life a Sacrifice  -  Daniel Chan, “Sand Milestone” © 2022


None Like You  -  Legacy Nashville [Official Live video - spontaneous] © 2021
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Graeme and his wife Vel develop an exposition of the Scriptural term where Christ was called the “Friend of Sinners”. We read from Deuteronymy 24:14; Psalm 37:38; Isaiah 51:9; Matthew 11:19; Luke 2:38; Romans 3:23-24; Ephesians 1:14; 1 Timothy 2:4; 1 Peter 1:4. The Lord Jesus’ sui generis1 religion had enormous impact upon His disciple’s witness as to His cognitive actions and friendly approach to the crowds and it was written the Friend of sinners “[h]ad authority to loose people from their sins”, sinners contrasted with the righteous, 


“. .[I] have come to call sinners to repentance”. Physical contact with the Friend of sinners was closely associated with His outstretched arm and Hand of friendship2 with - lepers, outcasts, a little girl, a demoniac, a lame man, a seamstress, His Mother’s friends, whole crowds of sick, the blind, a dying thief, the ex-communicated and many more souls hungry for a gentle Loving touch. In His Sermon on the Mount the Saviour showed concern that sinful attitudes had separated them from God and He asserted He had come to draw sinners near3 to His Father in heaven. Saviour befriended widows as per the Mosaic Law and the repeated Law of Deuteronymy [due to tiptoeings into idolatry] and even raised a breadwinner son to life. This was analogous to Job’s account and James the Apostle, who proclaimed that true religion took into account the plight of outcasts, widows and the poor - “holiness” was all about that. Paul the Apostle used his association with sinners effectively “[w]hile we were yet sinners, He died for us” [our emphasis]4; and further Paul set out the Lord God’s resolve in Christ by pointing to “[n]o sinner was beyond Christ’s saving power” and reckoned himself the “worst” sinner of them all5. On a concluding note - how then ought believers to live for the Saviour, our Friend, who was the vehicle for the accomplished Salvation of God? - i) maintain the universal kērygmatic Calling; ii) be forgiving; iii) develop a consistent trusting relationship with the Lord; iv) keep musical skills; v) be blameless in business; vi) make use of climatic opportunity to gather food and find a means to store more water; vii) adopt the Lord Jesus’ Spiritual-and-moral-fitness as your own6; viii) submit to your earthly civic authorities and continue ceaselessly to pray to the Lord God on the grounds of Calvary, thanking Him ahead for peace7. ANY PERSON who wishes to know Lord Jesus the Friend of sinners, whose name is the only name by which man might be saved, may ask the Saviour to save you as you repent of your sins. You must believe in your heart, confess the Lord Jesus as your Lord, verbally; and be water baptized in the name of God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit.


 


Footnotes





1	The Lord Jesus’ intrinsic preparatory care for Salvation was priceless and unique an Offering, that originated from the timeless mind of God Almighty who gave His best Gift, superior to all Levitical 	offerings and that had as its object forgiveness through Atonement for sin. Saviour, our Friend purchased back the souls of humankind [Ge 3:15; Mtt 20:28; Lk 21:28; Ro 3:24; Eph1:14; Heb 9:12]. 


2	The symbol of the outstretched arm or arm made bare [as conveyed in E dress] was strength, referenced particularly of Jehovah and His unique category of Might. Similarly, the arm or arms of the 	Lord became the symbol for safe refuge and Lord Jesus’ soteriological loosing of sinners from the grip of the world, see [Heb 7:26].


3	The “lost sons of Abraham” at high levels gave their hearts to the Saviour. Scripture warned though, any compromise with the world, its vanity and self-congratulation was as fleeting as grass and 	it is written all who live by the world will fade like a cloth and be discarded. Learn the lesson from the wealthy Solomon - fear God. A narrow meaning for those who follow the beast “[T]he smoke of 	their torment rises forever and ever, there is no rest, day or night for those who worship the beast and his image or for anyone who receives the mark of his name”, see [Jn 7:50-51; Rev 14:11].     


4	What amazing words to say. God sent Jesus Christ to die for us not because we were good enough or that we had the ability to “act serene” but because He loved each human being so much. 	Whenever you feel uncertain about the Love of God toward you, bear in mind the facts - He loved you even before you turned to Him, see [Ro 5:8].  


5	Even in dire physical pain the Lord Jesus resolved to forgive mankind, evidenced in His Mercy shown to His neighbour, the thief on the cross who confessed Him as Lord; and with His dying breath 	Christ secured forgiveness for all His protagonists, the ‘untouchables’ - the politicians and key legal and religious institutional figures that apart from genealogy caused them to turn their lives 	around, who stood on the one-and-only secure ground, the works of Christ, where the saved proffered restitution to those they had defrauded out of their money - which has opened wide fountains 	of Salvation for all humankind, see [Mk 15:34; Jn 3:1ff].  


6	The Friend of sinners – cleansed; quieted; illuminated [particularly regarding the 2nd Appearance of Christ, that it was not appropriate to sit idly and wait, one had to prepare to work hard]; He 	brought out inner attitudes of belief, love and worship; re-assured; liberated; set free from childhood marks; separated sinners from evil associations; separated saints from false teachers; see [Mtt 	8;3,15; 9:29; 13:30-32; 14:35; 17:7; 20:24ff; Mk 7:33; 9:29; 10:13-16; Lk 16:26; 22:51;Jn 19:38; 2 Thess 3:6; 2 Tim 3:5]. 


7	See [1 Pe 1:14-25; 4:16; Rev 1:3; 19:1-8].


	


Ceaseless Praise  -  Charity Gayle [Official Live Video]  © 2022		


You’re Still God  -  Philippa Hanna [Official Live Video]© 2022
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Graeme and his wife Vel rationally expound on the Scriptural injunction made by the Saviour Jesus Christ when He said “[C]ome follow Me”. We read from Exodus 13:9; Numbers 16:13-14; Matthew 3:13-16; 4:18-20; Luke 5:1-11; John 1:41-42. Scripture elaborated on precise facts when it came to the concept of following Yahweh in the Old Testament and Jesus the Saviour in the New Testament - i) certain actions marked one as a follower; ii) how people fell short1 of following the Lord God and Christ the Lord; iii) belief in God the Lord, meant that one must [peremptive] follow only His way of doing things; iv) the decision to follow the Lord Jesus was envisaged as a daily choice; v) following the Lord God, drew from human beings a commitment to remain with Him even where no immediate results evidenced; vi) Scriptural examples from Peter and Andrew who left what they were doing to follow the Saviour showed a deep obligation simultaneously they discovered a whole new flavour to life; vii) sacrifice was expected from a person who chose to follow the Saviour; viii) it was encumbent on followers to follow the Saviour for all the right reasons; ix) ANY PERSON can choose to follow the Saviour Jesus; x) there were inherent pre-conditions to following Jesus Christ. Followers of Yahweh at around 1445 B.C. in the Old Testament era, revealed a unique people - their love and daily devotion to Yahweh; the manner in which they raised their children; the manner in which they loved one another particularly by not charging usury to neighbouring tribes; their concern to share what they had with the poor amongst them. Idolatry2 changed that. At around AD 26 Peter and Andrew were told by the Saviour He would teach them how to help others find the Lord God. He took them from “productive via money” to Spiritual productivity and they lacked for nothing. Moreover, these men already knew Jesus the Saviour and knew what kind of man He was, they had noticed His seamless robe and the “kingly touch” where with one single command the burgeoning crowds were healed, demons fled, Spiritual hunger was satiated and in the result they chose to give up their fishing work with willingness to follow Lord Jesus of Nazareth. Generally, followers of Jesus Christ had to be prepared to be two things - a) a living sacrifice, and; b) a sacrifice of thanksgiving and praise3 - anything less was superficial lip-service. To carry one’s Cross meant to deny human deviousness, for His truth. In conclusion, the Christian life goes beyond knowing what others believed and loyalty required each person recognize the frailty of their human nature and the futility of human effort to save4. ANY PERSON who wishes to know the Lord God by being Saved in Christ Jesus the Lord of Salvation - who Himself paid the penalty for our sin, may ask Jesus to save them by His Grace and He will enable you as you repent, to come close to the Lord God in forgiveness and humility. 


 


Footnotes





1	Some of the easiest ways in which followers fell short was where they focused too long on their present problems. They inflated their unpleasantness; longed for better food; yearned for “better” 	circumstances; pined to leave a place they deemed too “testy”; overrated their problems and blew out of all proportion every detailed negativism. They completely lost all perspective. Following the 	Lord Jesus meant one walked by faith and acted on the choice made to be saved by Christ even where physical and temporal issues arose to dissuade, deject and divert them, they still exalted the 	name of the Lord God. 


2	Curses spoken by Yahweh’s priesthood entailed a series of oaths whereby the people promised they would stay away from wrong actions and didn’t. One could be forgiven for thinking God the Lord 	had a bad temper and was out to “crush” anyone who stepped out of line, however Scripture assures us that the Lord did not threaten His people but instead gave them loving warnings about the 	plain facts of life and it was no different from common parents today who warn a child about a hot stove or a busy street - notwithstanding the Creator God’s natural law of the Universe that made it 	clear, wrongdoing toward either the Lord God or man always had tragic consequences. Motivated by Love, Yahweh used strong words to warn of serious danger however only after the His people 	were stunned by suffering due to disobedience, did they turn back to serve Him - and He was always there to bless and soothe. At around AD 29, the Lord Jesus wept earnestly over Jerusalem and 	effectively demonstrated their stubborness but He still loved the crowds of people, He continued to save, perform miracles, cast out demons and heal out of Love. Take serious note, how the 	Pharisees vicariously used the politicians to do their dirty work, by bringing in their people; by telling the politicians “what they wanted to hear” [Dt 27:9-10; Dan 9:10-13; Mtt 24; Lk 13:31-35].


3	Lord Jesus constantly turned the world’s perspective upside-down with talk of saving and losing, throwing away and finding. Today people are faced with a choice and those embarrassed by Him 	now, who reject Him in this life will see Him clearly at the time of Lord God’s prescribed judgment, however it will be too late. To “throw away” one’s life now did not mean your life was useless it 	simply meant that everything else was incomparable with respect to the gain of fellowship with Christ. Followers gladly sacrificed their own comforts to permit His wise Spiritual rule, with thanks- 	giving and praise. Further, the answer to the question, “[h]ow does a really wealthy person follow in the ways of the Saviour?”. The Saviour Himself answered “[w]ith great difficulty” since they 	depended on their own cunning and not upon God's promises and that took them out of the realm of “Eternity”- the marvels of God, His glories and His big Family, see [Mk 8:35-38; Lk 18:25; Ro 	12:1; Heb 13:15-16].


4	Finding Salvation required more concentration and effort than most people were willing to put forth. Obviously no man can save himself and there is absolutely no way we can work ourselves into 	heaven, plus the Old Testament law has been fulfilled in its entirety by the Son of God, Jesus Christ, who Himself recommended when He taught about the Kingdom of God, that diligent, earnest 	desire and effort in His name must be exercised when maintaining a relationship with the Lord God whatever the cost. We dare not put off doing this work because the Door will not stay open 	forever, see [Lk 5:11; 13:22-25].	


	


Jesus, the Beloved  -  Lindy Cofer [ft. Laura Hackett] (official video) © 2022
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Graeme and his wife Vel, reflect via a diagrammatic Table, the systematic Scriptural confirmation of our Identity in Christ Jesus as inscribed in the New Testament Apostles’ circulatory Letters, doctrinal notes and Epistles - and we give Lord Jesus our thanks and praises for His Cross of forgiveness that gave us access to God the Lord.





Table Reflecting the Church/Believer’s True Identity in Christ - with citations.  





�
We are given discernment to prayerfully ask Abba Father for the right things�
Matthew 7:9-10�
�
�
We have already been included in Christ’s prayers �
John 17:20�
�
�
We are declared not guilty for our sins�
Romans3:21-26�
�
�
We have no fear of condemnation - only blessings await us�
Romans 8:1�
�
�
We are free from the vicious circle of sin and death�
Romans 8:2�
�
�
We have dwelling within our hearts, the Spirit from Christ�
Romans 8:11�
�
�
We are aided in all our prayers by the blessed Holy Spirit �
Romans 8:26-27�
�
�
We are acceptable to God through Jesus Christ our Lord�
1 Corinthians 1:2�
�
�
We are pure and holy�
1 Corinthians 1:3�
�
�
We will rise again�
1 Corinthians 15:22�
�
�
We are set free from trying to be saved by being ‘good enough’�
2 Corinthians 3:17�
�
�
We are brand new people inside our hearts�
2 Corinthians 5:17�
�
�
We are full of God the Lord’s goodness�
2 Corinthians 5:21�
�
�
We are one-in-Christ with all other believers worldwide�
Galatians 3:28�
�
�
We are blessed with every Spiritual blessing in heaven�
Ephesians 1:3�
�
�
We are holy, faultless and covered with God’s Love�
Ephesians 1:4�
�
�
We belong to Christ who has a lien over our souls�
Ephesians 1:5-6�
�
�
We are forgiven, our sins are wholly taken away �
Ephesians 1:7�
�
�
We will live with Christ the Saviour forever; we are His ‘gifts’ to God�
Ephesians 1:10-11�
�
�
We are Sealed by the Holy Spirit as belonging to God �
Ephesians 1:13�
�
�
We have been lifted from the Grave to sit with Christ in heavenly places in glory�
Ephesians 2:6�
�
�
We have been given ‘new’ lives�
Ephesians 2:10�
�
�
We have been brought near to God�
Ephesians 2:13�
�
�
We are welcomed into the Presence of the Lord God Almighty�
Ephesians 3:12�
�
�
We are part of Christ’s Body, the Church�
Ephesians 5:29-30�
�
�
We have everything-in-Christ, we are filled with God Himself�
Colossians 2:10�
�
�
We are set free from our “old man nature” �
Colossians 2:11�
�
�
We are kept safe in God our heavenly Father and in Christ�
2 Thessalonians 1:11�
�



ANY PERSON who wants to be lifted from the grave to sit with Jesus Christ in glory may ask the Saviour Jesus for Salvation and He will give it to you as you repent of sin.


Once and For All  -  Chris Tomlin from “Let the Future Begin”Concert CD 1 of 3 © 2018












































































































































Company Law


expertise for today








Company Law Today





Company Law Today is owned by Camel Rock Trading 16 CC the members of which are Graeme Fraser and Vel Fraser





Graeme and his wife Vel with thanksgiving to Christ our Saviour, observe the Scriptural doctrine pertaining to the new illumined heart. We read from Deuteronymy 10:17-20; Prv 3:6,  Jeremiah 31:33; John 20:24-29; Heb 3:7-15. The Lord God has challenged people’s hearts throughout mankind’s history and it is trite that a heart right with the Lord depended on Him for everything. The Lord God had the power to turn evil to good and when He worked He turned peoples lives around permanently, depriving them of nothing that was good and conducive to Spiritual growth. In the Old Testament [“OT”] the Lord blessed with certain privileges however the price to pay was a narrow obedience to His will and when disobedience occurred, He punished in order to correct appropriately. The scribes/emanuensis in both Testaments observed - i) the God of the Universe took up residence in the hearts of those people who loved Him1; ii) a heart right heart with God was closely bonded in obedience2 to Him; iii) God’s wonderful Presence helped obedient hearts to handle “change” in order to keep them established, attached3 to Him and nourished; iv) the Psalmist set out the position of why a hard heart was as useless to the Lord as a loaf of hardened bread and Christ taught true seekers to listen4 to Him; v) where hardships burdened the believer, Christ the Saviour via the Spirit of Sonship5, gave them the potential for praise to God the Father; vi) the Lord may have to “break”6 your heart to turn you towards Him so that your soul can be saved. ANY PERSON who has a willing heart and truly seeks the Lord Jesus as a means of finding and worshipping God may ask Lord God, the God of gods to draw you to Christ and redeem you by His Grace, who holds the true meaning to life and will restore your soul and give you Eternal Life. 


 


Footnotes





1	Scripture coherently raised the issue that the most amazing God of the Universe was quite willing to dwell in the human heart of any seeker of God who welcomed Him and today He inhabits hearts 	in the most unique of relationships – a very personal and intense relationship with the Living Lord God Himself, see [1 Ki 8:27 composite with Jer 31:33 and Matthew 6:9-15; 26:28; Jn 1:4; 5:26].


2	Lord God’s amazing prophets of the OT prophesied Yahweh’s restoration for His people and all who loved Him. Before the foundation of the earth He prepared accrued benefits and profits derived 	from a heart’s devotion to Him and would restore fallow hearts, the doctrine of which Christ took up when He preached the faithful heart at present was the heart Our Father in heaven watched over. 	Our Father is the - OT Jehovah God of gods, Lord of lords, He is the great mighty God, the God of terror who shows no partiality and takes no bribes, He gives justice to the fatherless and the 	widows, He loves all sinners and we worship Him for He alone is our praise, see [Dt 10:17-20; Jer 27:22; Dn 9:25; Mtt 7:1ff; Jn ch 1; 15:16].


3	A central theme of the book of Hebrews is that Christ is infinitely greater than all other proposed means to God the Lord. Christ, Scripture claims is incomparably better than all previous faith and just 	as Christ is greater than angels, so His message is more important than theirs. Keep attached to Christ in circumstantial and temporary changes because He is the way to Lord God and has Eternal 	Life to give you, see [Heb 2:3]. 


4	Having regard for the Covenant and the New Covenant, Scripture commanded those who had a devoted heart for God the Lord, to listen, learn and obey Him. The modern Church has a New 	Covenant [through Christ the Saviour, Lord of lords and King of Righteousness] and it is encumbent on each believer to be sensitive to what the Lord God is saying via His Holy Spirit. Listening 	means believers absorb and accept all the information Scripture has recorded about the Lord God; and each believer understands what Scripture means, its application, where it has impact on our 	lives and to be subject to its authority. The Saviour made a remark at the end of the parable of the four soils, to those in the crowds who were true seekers of the Kingdom of God “[h]e who has ears, 	listen!” -  which meant listen with the ears and heart. The agreeable and prepared heart gave a return of sixty to a hundred times as much as was planted [Dt 5:1; Mk 4:9; Spiritual Belief 2019 pg13].  


5	Have you at times wished that you could actually see Jesus the Saviour, touch Him, hear His words? Are there times where you want to sit down with Him and obtain His advice? The Lord has not 	kept Himself constrained, He is available to all who seek Him. Some feel the need to doubt before they believe - and if doubt leads to questions about Christ and questions lead to answers about 	Him and Spiritual growth occurs, then doubt has done a good work. However where doubt misanthropically metamorphs into stubborness and stubborness becomes a lifestyle then doubt harms 	your faith. Every believer has the Spirit of Sonship indwelling and we join with Christ in praising the great mighty God the Lord, the God of terror who shows no partiality and takes no bribes, see [Jn 	20:24-29].   


6	A ray of light appeared in the prophets’ of the OT prophecies of darkness – the Lord God spares the remnant and true heart repentance takes place. At around AD 26, Saviour taught the Lord God’s 	intention is to bring the believer to a place where they knew Him as the true and Living God. The Holy Spirit taught believers about Christ’s obedience and praise-ful heart and sprinkled believers 	with Christ’s obedient blood to bring each one near to God the Lord. The Church placed Christ the Saviour at the top of their list and daily treasured His everyday Presence within their hearts 	because He led believers to a closer relationship with heavenly Father; they gave Christ the glory in thanksgiving, praises and in sharing with one another; they offered up prayers for their country, 	thanking Him for Godly leaders; they prayed for the Peace of Jerusalem, for peace on the earth; and extended the forgiveness of the Cross with its wide-ranging consequences [Prv 3:6, Hag 1:9; Mtt 	18:35; Lk 12:23; Rev 3:20-22].  





Victors Crown  -  Darlene Zschech from Hillsong London Conceert © 2014


This Grace  -  Kristian Stanfill from the album “Take it All” CD 1 of 3 © 2018 


Be Thou My Vision  -  Hymns of the Ages, WorshipBox 1 © 2014


My Heart will Trust in You  -  Reuben Morgan, Hillsong © 2018
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Graeme and his wife Vel discuss the Scripture “[I]t is written the righteous will live on the [chosen] pathway of faith”. We read from Isaiah 53:11; 55:11; Habbakuk 2:4; Matthew 3:3; 13:4; Luke 1:79; Acts 2:28; Romans 11:13,36; 2 John 1:7. By definition, generally, a path was a beaten way by which men could walk; and Scripturally, the regular methods by which one showed character before the Lord God. The corpus of patriarchal and prophetic Old Testament material is indispensable in its preparation for the chosen pathway of Grace that those whom Christ called might walk. John the Baptist1 roundly countenanced the path for the Lord’s Kingdom must be prepared and it entailed repentance of the heart to live for God. Jesus the Saviour indicated a few factors regarding “crop yields” that emerged along the path of those who preached and taught others to lead them to Salvation. Peter, the Apostle who had walked on water at around AD 26, at Pentecost at around AD 32 publicly proclaimed the path to Life was Christ’s Resurrection2. Paul the Apostle to the Gentiles, had a vision for the Church in which all believing Jews and Gentiles, Christ had placed on the path of “[u]nited in the love of God and obedience to Christ” - the outcome being a new Israel and New Jerusalem that would, at the Lord’s prescribed time, be ruled by Lord God’s Son3. In everything Paul did along the pathway of his commission from Christ, he always considered what his actions communicated4 about Jesus Christ. The author/s to Hebrews advised the believers make a straight smooth pathway for their feet, that those who believed in Christ from their teachings [Apostles and the early Church] would lead Christians to grow in strength and not fall5.  The false teachers were on an entirely different pathway, proven by their low view of Jesus Christ6. In conclusion, it is our point that because of Christ, we thank Abba Father for His faithful Apostles who chose the pathway of God’s Grace to teach the early Church and the Church down throughout the centuries. ANY PERSON who finds themselves dragging around their sins and want release from their burdens may pray to God our heavenly Father and ask Him to give you Christ’s Salvation. Turn to the One who promises to take away the weight of sin and believe Him when He does, giving thanks to Him. 


 


Footnotes





1	The Baptist recorded Christ the Son of God as “[H]eaven’s dawn is about to break upon us”; and the Mercy of God is “very tender”. The peaceful Saviour would conquer sin. The direct link to the six 	sins of Isaiah’s recordal were – i) exploitation; ii) being drunk; iii) blasphemy; iv) confusing moral standards; v) being conceited; vi) bribery and perverting justice. Isaiah stated the pleasures of man if 	God had not blessed them, would eventually destroy mankind. The Lord God wanted mankind to enjoy the earth He Created however sins that lead one away from dependance e.g. only upon Christ 	in the modern era, He asks believers to avoid since He has given Life-tools to prevent them from walking blind and falling into sin. And watch out, the Church of Laodicea learnt the hard way, “[i]f you 	are lukewarm, I will spit you out”. Lukewarm water is unpalatable [Isa 5:8-25; Mtt 14:29; Mk 2:9; Lk 1:78-79; Jn 8:12; 11:9; 1 Cor 10:26; 1 Jn 1:6-7; 2 John :4,6; Rev 3:16 ]. Jn 8:12; 11:9].


2	Peter’s faith had wavered the night before Crucifiction however when faith wavers it does not mean that you are faithless. Christ forgave Peter and he went on to show that human need is of the 	utmost importance to Abba Father since He had openly bound Himself by Oath to mankind to give eternal Life, wholly evidenced in the empty grave of our forerunner, Christ, see [Act 2:28].


3	The vision is not impossible to fulfil. Scriptural history has supported the vision and continues to do so until the Lord’s Kingdom fills all in all. Remember this is a Lord who neither faints nor grows 	weary and who was renowned by all the great prophets, as “[H]is purpose prospers in His hand”. Generations may come and go, but He remains, see [Isa 53:11; 55:11; Ro 11:13; Rev 22;1-7].    


4	It is impossible to live in such a way that no-one will ever be offended or kept back momentarily from finding the Lord however Paul explored fully the need that believers endure suffering, hardship 	and trouble of every kind, obey the government and use faith metaphorically, Spiritually, combatantly – engaging for obedient Commandment living and as against the vicious tricks of Satan until 	Christ’s 2nd Appearance, see [2 Cor 6;3; Eph 6:10-17].


5	What does it mean to follow Jesus? As a soldier follows his captain, so we who believe follow the Lord Jesus our commander. We pray for the advice of our Trusted Counsellor and keep traversing 	the path with His Light shining so we can see where to place our footsteps. We live not with our own survival in mind. We have a responsibility to live for Christ so that others will not be confused or 	misled. It is not our commission to “save the world” but to show the world that Christ gives free Salvation. What is required of us is to draw upon His strength, show that He features as a primary part 	of our existence in many things such as - hospitality to the poor, empathy, fidelity, contentment - which is the fellowship we have with God, that He is wonderful, kind, loving and generous to have 	provided a way for us. Eventually the world will crumble and only God’s Kingdom will last. Those who follow Christ will withstand the shaking, sifting and burning. Whatever happens here, the 	believers’ future is securely built on a solid Foundation that cannot be destroyed. Build your own life on the unshakable Christ and be kind to the poor - every book in the Scriptures has reference to 	the poor, see [Jn 1:4; Heb 12:13].


6	At around 85/90 B.C. John chose to write an entire book that expressly indicated false teachers were not the Churches’ inheritance. The false teachers blasphemously, surreptiously attempted to 	change the meaning of Christ, God’s Word in the flesh. John warned the Body of Christ against taking that category of path, saying the path chosen for followers of Christ was to reflect Christ’s 	values in their lives, cling to His truth and obey stringently what His Word told them – with generous Mercy and Grace available each time they faltered, see [1 Jn 1:6-7; 2 John 1:7].





A Great Work  -  Brian C. Wilson, Wow Gospel © 2019


You Are Worthy of Your Name  -  Passion [Radio version], feat., Sean Curran, Radio version] Wow De Luxe © 2019
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Graeme and his wife Vel humbly expound on Scripture’s doctrine of prayer drawn from both Old and New Testaments, with the following illustrations.  We read from Nehemiah 2:4ff; 


2 Kings 17:33; Psalm 103:1; 145:3,8-10; John 8:42; 1Thess 5:17-18,23; Jude :24-25. In context, the forefathers of the Children of Israel - patriarch, prophet and priest, taught the religion of prayer and it was well established, with great success. Scripture emphasized to whom prayer was proffered, the Lord God Jehovah, Yahweh who had authority “over all”1 and who answered prayer. In terms of people who prayed, the following is relevant. Job, before the law was given or appointed priests set in office as religious leaders, was family leader instructed by God who prayed for sanctification in order to find peace with God for him, his family and children. He saw God as holy and pure while mankind was in need of redemption. Moses saw God as without beginning and end, the timeless One who sees all the sins of mankind and through prayer, faithfully recorded the pattern God wanted for the Tabernacle. The One with wisdom assisted His leaders to do good that lasted into eternal Life. King David was a renowned prayer and worshipper of Yahweh. He cast himself unreservedly upon the Mercy of Yahweh when he prayed for Spiritual guidance and protection, the Psalms being a major resource of his prayers. Solomon marveled that the Temple could not contain the glory of God2. Isaiah saw all the heavenly powers ready to do the commands of God and John at around AD 90/5 saw the Lord Almighty, the First and the Last, His Throne of unspeakable glory.” Nehemiah, framed his service to God parenthetically that in twelve years he had shown fairness to the poor in contrast to other governors who served the country only through enrichment, demanding massive boosts of cash per day and who placed the population at the mercy of their tyrannies. Nehemiah proffered by-the-minute brief prayers to God and at one particular instance where King Artaxerxes [who came to the throne at around 465 B.C.] noticed Nehemiah was not looking his usual cheerful self, asked Nehemiah “[W]hat is the matter, you look like a man with deep troubles”. After Nehemiah had described his people in Jerusalem living in ruins, the King asked “[W]ell, what should be done?” Scripture stated Nehemiah sent up a quick prayer3 to the God of heaven and detailed requirement to rectify and in the result the King’s decree gave Nehemiah the authority he needed to proceed with repairs to the Temple walls. The prayers of the Apostles from at around AD 38 onwards covered the magnificent reputation Christ had gained in that He directed the Church to call God “Our Father” who looks down from heaven and sees Christ’s Church from His glorious Holy home with Grace, forgiveness, comfort and compassion - “[Y]ou are our Father, we call You Lord because You first loved us”. To the Roman Church, Paul prayed patience and faithfulness in affliction; to the Corinthians he prayed towards whole-ness, prayer devotion and endurance; to the Philippians Paul prayed for evidenced love and to the Colossians, eschatological watchfulness. For Timothy, Paul urged the lifting up of holy hands in prayer; and to the Ephesians, peace that brought completeness, soundness, well-being and hope. To the Thessalonians, who persecuted Paul just as he had once persecuted Christians but was now under Grace, he prayed for hope to bodily resurrection, a strong faith, a good reputation. James reassured believers of recovery for the sick; and Peter assured believers the Lord God was attentive to their prayers. Going forward, how then, should the modern believer pray? Scripture recorded that Lord Jesus lifted up His eyes, His hands and His voice to make known to His heavenly Father His desires in prayer. On a conclusory note, the Lord acts upon His proprietary rights and “hears and responds” to the saints. ANY PERSON who wishes to accept Lord Jesus’ invitation to take freely of His Salvation and quench your Spiritual thirst, may place your soul in Christ’s eternal embrace of Grace by asking Him to save you as you repent of your sins and the Saviour Jesus will give to you the kingdom of God, His Love, Hope and Favour. 


 


Footnotes


1	“[O]h, Lord God, the majesty and glory of Your name fills all the earth and overflows the heavens, You have taught little children to praise You perfectly and their example shames and silences Your 	enemies…and You pay attention to mankind and have given him a crown of glory and honour, put him in charge of everything You made” see [Gen 1:26; Ps 8:1-9]. 


2	Take note, Solomon on the day the Temple was completed, in prayer first recited the historical prologue of Yahweh; and in the New Testament approximately over 1,000 years later, the majority of 	the Apostles’ greetings in all the Epistles and Letters contained historical prologue of Father God, the Son of God and the Spirit of God.The author/s to the book of Hebrews particularly set out 	detailed terms regarding the Son of God that was incorporated into Church prayers, see [2 Chr 6:18-42; Ps 90; 1Thess 5:17-18,23; Heb1:1ff; Rev 3:1ff].  


3	God answered Nehemiah’s prayers amidst syncretic scorn, slander threats, conflicts and discouragement from Sanballat the Horonite, from the tribe of Ephraim, previous worshippers of Yahweh 	who later 	ditched the faith and nation in favour of control over the maritime plains, they tried to wreck the building of the Lord’s Temple walls but failed, due to prayerful, principled continuation of 	the 	Lord God’s purposes via Nehemiah’s work, see [1 Chr 7:24; Neh 2:4;4:4-5; 5:9-11,19;6:14;13:14, 22, 28-29; Ob 1:4-5,17].  	    


4	Christ’s authority indicated His name even had jurisdiction over nature which meant it could be affected for blessing and “little judgments”, see non-exhaustive cites [Ex 10:19 west wind; Dt 33:28 	dew; Job 37:9,17 whirlwind, south wind; Ps 42:7 waterfall;  77:17 cloud; 147:16 frost; Song of Solomon 4:16 north wind; Isa 55:10; Jer 10:13 vapor; east wind; Ezek 1:4 whirlwind; Hosea 13:5 	drought; Mtt 2:5-11; 16:2; 18:6; 24:27, 30, 35, 39, 43-47; Mk 9:36-37; Ac 23:16-22; 27:18 storm; 2 Pe 2:17; Jude :24-25; Rev 4:5 lightning; 8:7 large hail] and Christ’s authority in miracles, see  	[Matt 17:24ff; 21:22; Mk 9:29; Jn 2:1-11; 6:5-14,27; 11:1-45; Lk 6:6-11; 13:10-17; see also Spiritual Belief 2021 at pgs 38-42].





Your Grace is Enough  -  Marty Sampson, Hillsong © 2012


Our Father  -  Brooke Ligterwood, Scott Ligterwood, Hillsong New York  © 2014
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Graeme and his wife Vel with thanksgiving, in Part II of the first Scriptural promise relate to God’s Grace in the New Covenant. We read 2 Corinthians 6:12-13; Colossians 1:16; Hebrews chapter 1; 3:1-6. The relationship of Christianity to Judaism was a critical issue in the period of the early Church at around AD 33 to around AD 95. The author/s of Hebrews [“AH”] sought to clear up any confusion through meticulous explanation of Christ the Saviour’s superiority to angels, Moses and the High Priests. The New Covenant can be of great encouragement to us in the modern era since it assists believers in the faith. The AH cited frequently and liberally from the Old Testament and in the New Testament AH inscribed that Jesus Christ was God’s firstborn Son1 [unique “Seed of the woman”] and in the Family of God the Lord, Christ held the place of highest privilege and responsibility who was superior to any created thing. The AH linked God’s saving power with His creative power that both brought the Universe into being and kept it operating together under the same mighty power that removed every genuine believer’s sins. No sin was too big for the Ruler of the Universe to handle. He can and will forgive us each time we come to Him through the Cross and Suffering of the Lord and Christ, Jesus, His Son. The Lord God shares openly His Salvation plan with humankind since He wants all people to be saved. He alone takes credit both for His Creation and the Work on the Cross2 of Jesus. There are no secrets with Him. It is all open for the entire world to see and get to know Him. The Lord God said the following about Jesus His Son - i) “[I] Am His Father and He is My Son”; ii) and another time when His Firstborn Son came to the earth “[L]et all the angels of God worship Him”; iii) God spoke of His angels as His messengers, swift as the wind and made of flaming fire but of His Son He says “[Y]our Kingdom Oh God will last forever3 because its commands are always just and right, You love right and hate wrong, so God, even Your God has poured out more gladness upon You than on anyone else”; iv) God the Lord addressed Christ as ‘Lord’ when He stated “[L]ord in the beginning, You made the earth and the heavens are the work of Your hands; they will disappear into nothingness, but You will remain forever; while they will become worn out like old clothes and someday You will fold4 them up and replace them, but You Yourself will never change and Your years will never end”; v) and did God ever say to an angel as He does to His Son “[S]it here beside Me in honour until I crush all Your enemies beneath Your feet”; God’s angels are His Spirit messengers sent out by Him to help those who are to receive Salvation. On the point of Moses being a servant in the Household of God, the AH attested to the fact that Christ, God’s Son was in complete charge of God’s Household and He should receive more praise than the actual house itself. The Christians, AH referenced as God’s House wherein He dwelt in each heart, therefore the AH emphasized it was of import every believer kept their courage firm to the end and with joy, knowing that their trust was going somewhere - to eternity. The prophets prophesied of Christ 700 years prior. Isaiah at around 740 B.C. prophesied of a nation’s demise and in the prophecy linked Judah to the Lord God’s cutting down of the Vine to only the remaining stump. It was from this stump Christ, the new shoot would grow and bring in perfect tranquility, even to the point where wild animals would not be intimidating. Only in Christ could hostilities be laid aside as true Love prevailed. Jeremiah at around 627 B.C. contrasted corrupt kings and priests with the Righteous Branch who was perfect King and perfect Priest - evidenced at Incarnation. Zechariah at around 520 B.C. - 500 years before Christ was born - prophesied of a humble Servant, void of self-aggrandisement, whose gentleness would be the component that disarmed darkness. In conclusion we advance Christ the Saviour offers both physical healing and Spiritual restoration with God Almighty. ANY PERSON who wishes to be spared from God’s consummate final Judgment, you must recognize you have sinned and that your sin cannot save you, only God the Lord can. Ask Jesus Christ, God’s Son to give you His Grace and He will if you are genuine about Salvation. Attend a Church in your area who worships, thanks and praises Jesus Christ the Son of God ceaselessly.  





Footnotes 


1	Prophesied by prophets throughout the periods. How did the nation become so corrupt at around the above periods? False prophecy given to an enthusiastic and large audience was very popular 	because it conditioned the people to think all was well however by contrast the true prophets’ words cut deep and revealed the true state the nation was in.  How do we know these prophets were not 	false? Since they centred every prophetic word upon the Righteous Branch of God, who alone gave us access to Lord God Almighty, Scripture affirmed their true position. Jesus warned of false 	teachers and Peter the Apostle gave his readers a valid tip about the obscene greed for money, repudiation of Christ the Son of God and their false belief that the only approach to God was 	through angels, see [Gen 3:15; Isa 11:1-10; Jer 23:5-6; Zec 9:9-10; Hebr 1:13; 2 Pe 2:1-6].  


2	AH explained Jesus’ relationship to the believers. God had set believers apart for Himself, chosen them for heaven and He wanted them to think about the Man Jesus whom AH called God’s 	Messenger and High Priest of our faith. If so, then AH counselled, the brethren ought to listen to Christ the Lord. AH explained the different facets of Christ’s nature – believers came to the Father 	through the High Priest Jesus; He is their Creator whom they should praise; He is Ruler of God’s House therefore they ought to obey Him , see [Hebr 3:1-6].


3	Christ is the only security in the world due to the fact the believers’ existence is grounded upon the firmest Foundation that will never change its stance. Jesus the Son of God Himself announced “[I]t 	is your faith in Me that sets you apart from the world”. Believers heed the voice of the Holy Spirit who always brings what He hears from heavenly Father and our High Priest and Saviour. Freedom is 	a mark of Christianity, accentuated by Paul as the freedom to use and enjoy anything that came from God. Paul urged believers into the realization that each one was at oneness with Christ Himself 	just as a husband and his wife were one in the sight of God. In the new earth believers will have resurrection bodies just like Christ and Saviour’s words to the Church were “[b]e alert that you are not 	tempted” and Paul’s words to the Corinthians aligned, that meant physically to take no more than what was necessary in every sphere [Jn 17:16-17; 1 Cor 6:12-13; Col 1:16; Hebr 1:10-12]. 


4	We noted the Saviour ‘folded’ something else up that was old in order to make way for the new (, see [Jn 20:7; Hebr 1:12].  		 				


All Things New  -  Ben Fielding, Hillsong, New York © 2014
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Graeme and his wife Vel, soteriologically in Part I discuss the Lord God’s first Scriptural Promise. We read from Genesis 1:26; 3:15; Exodus 6:4; Daniel 9:4; John 14:15-23; Revelations 18:20; 19:1-9. The act of anointing and of the anointed Person has been well established in both the Old and New Testaments, characterized in express appointment for redemption of the nations. In all of His activities the real agent was the Lord God Himself. Scripture pointed to a veritable background of ample prophecy directed in respect of One, Jesus Christ1 who was both broadly and narrowly speaking the Lord God’s eschatological figure of promise. In His promises the Lord God’s Word went forth into unfulfilled time, reached ahead of its speaker and recipient and did not return void. In context, promises in the Old Testament Covenant pertained to a) consolation - “[I] will be with you”, or b) comfort - “[t]hey that mourn will be comforted” and c) futuristic - an announcement of a future event, since Jehovah is the future “..[y]ou will serve God on this mountain [Mt. Horeb]2”; d) in the New Testament the senescent Apostle John drew from the efficacy of Christ’s blood - ”[i]f we confess our sins …God will forgive us our sins”; e) Paul drew from Grace - “[M]y Grace is sufficient for you”; 


f) a vast array of the saved, at the culmination of human history - already spoken ahead of time, initiated a chorus of praise - “[P]raise the Lord. Amen. Hallelujah”. A promise was an undertaking accompanied by legal Covenant and every oath uttered still remains subject to a response from God the Lord e.g. the Saviour’s death and resurrection that defeated Satan and opened up redemption. Christ taught that since an oath was binding, a simple act of obedience was all that was required to serve God since He cannot be bribed with either oath or money [so neither should His beloved saints]. Technical terminology in near Eastern treaties pertained to words inter alia such as ‘cut Covenant’ from whence the root - kāraṯ was gleaned; and ‘to love’ from whence - aheb was gleaned3. Earliest common alliances formed at around 4000 B.C. forwards [if not before] that did not include the prophetless period of 400 years where chaos reigned and immense pressure favoured the rich at the expense of innocent citizens, the poor and labour4. The Sefire Covenant provided a decalogue with protections and deliverance and both King Solomon and Habbakuk wondered why certain evils continued seemingly unabated however the answer could be located in the fact that during those times of pro-longed wickedness, the Lord had prepared a stronger rival [He announced from the outset] that was didactically witnessed at around AD 26 - AD 31 where Christ shook the land by His teachings, healings and He cast out demons that they “melted like wax” at the Presence of the Lord [a specific Sefire Covenant term]5. ANY PERSON who genuinely wishes to know the Presence of God and His daily blessings of Life from Christ may ask Saviour Jesus for Grace to save you, repent of your sins and thank the Lord God for Grace.    





Footnotes





1	In the beginning, God the Lord revealed His plan for Salvation through “[t]he Seed of the woman”. At Christ’s Resurrection at around AD 31 part B of the promise was fulfilled. Jesus Christ, the Son 	of God existed before anything else, He was with God and was God, He has always been alive and He Created everything there is – nothing exists that He did not make. Eternal Life is in Him and He 	gives Life to all mankind. His light shines in the darkness and darkness can never extinguish His Light, see [Genesis 3:15 read with 1:26 and John 1:1ff; Matt 24:23-26].   


2	Called Sinai or the Mountain of God. Moses’ journey began as a humble shepherd who learnt through suffering to do everything God the Lord told him and saw the provision of God as promised e.g. 	in the Sihn wilderness He provided Manna, at Rephidim at the foot of the Mountain of God He provided water from the rock and finally, He brought the Ark of the Covenant - witness to God’s 	Presence, see [Gen 15:1; Ex 16; 16:32; 17:1-7; 32:13; Dt 4:10; 5:1-22; 1 Ki 3;9; 8:9; 2 Chr 5:10; Ps 51:1; 106:24-25; Mal 4:4; Matt 3:11; 6:9; Ac 1:4; 2:1-4]. 


3	The Ark of Covenant is in heaven where God’s Presence is and witnessed in heaven are all the stipulations of the Covenant wholly fulfilled by Christ as a prelude to the New Covenant. This means 	that there is no witness on earth to God’s Presence but-for the Creator’s nature on earth, under the earth, the lakes, seas, springs and fountains, in the sky, the Water, Blood and Holy Spirit, see 	[Rev 11:19].


4	Take serious note that at around AD 68 to AD 95 dominant pagan worship, the processes of pagan trade and its legal machinery became a sombre feature that outright discriminated against all 	non-pagan “non-conformists” [free traders, ethicists and moralists] so that the foreign trade of the empire could proceed under the yoke of pagan dominance of peace, policed across the waters due 	to the absence of political frontiers – their ships sailing “happily” through and it is also trite that pagan threats, coercions, traps and snares were inherent in trade treaties, see [Rev 13:16-17; 18:6,17].


5	To ‘melt like wax’ meant, at the Presence of the Lord, the stronger rival, the wicked were simply seen no more. God had already sent His Word out in the beginning that overcame Satan “[y]ou are 	cast out like a common sinner” - that meant he was not special anymore. The answer is to keep speaking God’s Word out aloud with love for Him and be a part of His Family who overcomes, see 	[Ps 68:2; Isa 14:9-11; Eze 28:6,16; Dan 7:26; 11:19,20,45; Rev 5:1-5; Rev 18:16-19].


	


I Give my Life to You  -  Marty Sampson, Hillsong © 2022
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Graeme and his wife Vel expound in celebration of God’s rational guidance for living in Christ. We read from John 1:12; 15:5-16; 1 John 2:24; 3:24; 4:15. Living in Christ was signficant for the early Church and first generation believers.  A few things - Many people try to do good, be honest and do what is right. Jesus the Saviour taught that the only way to live a truly good life was to stay attached to Him, the Vine1. The Lord raised substantive reasons to enlist loyalty - i) a branch could not produce fruit if not tethered to Him; ii) withering2 would take place without being bonded to Him; iii) where the believer abided in Christ he or she could ask God “for anything” in Jesus’ name and Jesus promised He would grant it; iv) a bountiful harvest would be produced once the believer had parri passu thrown off the childhood mark of needing a ruler other than Christ Himself [although submission to government was still commanded]; v) the believer’s cup of joy would overflow; vi) He would call those living-in-Him, “friend”; vi) the believer was appointed by Christ Himself - using Christ’s3 name to produce fruit under the hand of the Holy Sprit, that heavenly Father may be glorified; vii) belonging to a Church gave the believer nourishment and Life through interaction within the Vine. Apart from Christ, all the believer’s efforts were unfruitful. When things went well, Christ’s followers felt elated however when hardships came, the Lord taught that believers must remain consistent in their relationship with Him. He is asking believers to be faithful and He promised He would help the Church walk through adversity and manage prosperity without moving into deceptive highs but keep believers level-headed4 through every storm of life. In addition, the Lord taught believers to love one another by listening, helping, encouraging, loving and supporting those with needs. Jesus the Saviour in terms of the Vine, related to no less than five parables5. Particularly significant was Christ’s description of Himself, the True Vine [Jn 15:1ff]. At the Communion Supper the fruit of the vine was symbolized in Christ’s atoning blood. ANY PERSON who wishes to receive the very special gift of Salvation God gave to mankind through the Cross of Jesus Christ, may pray and ask the Saviour to forgive your sins and let His Grace fill your heart as you repent. Then thank Him and visit a Church that preaches Christ the Saviour the Son of God, praising Him ceaselessly. 





 


Footnotes





1	Vines were a symbol for prosperity and not only that but it was metaphorical for a chosen people, living in a choice land. The Lord God’s concern for Spiritual growth was such that He cut back the 	good branches in order to strengthen but separated the good from the unproductive. The ‘branches’ are those who claim Christ. The ‘fruitful branches’ pertained to true believers in union 	with Christ. The unproductive branches represented many who had turned away from Christ. Paul dealt decisively with magicians and gnostics under the Commission to bear witness to all the 	nations for Christ. He dealt with the concept that “knowledge saved” to the Corinthians by attesting to the kingdom of God’s tenets that knowledge without love was an empty clanging cymbal, out of 	beat and out of tune, see [Isa 30:27;1 Cor 13].


2	Attached to the world system came an unquenchable thirst. More power, more money, more fame, more rail, more communications, more transport, more fuel, more phone, more data, more 	genome, more sports, more health, more water - ownership of it all, to squeeze all. Instead of producing fruit, the world devoured the fruit. Zephaniah at around 640 B.C. a time in Scriptural history 	when manipulation, control and dominations were also rife, put it this way “Jerusalem’s city officials were wolves who left nothing for the morning, they were treacherous and eager to act corruptly..”, 	see [Zeph 3:3-4,7c; Lk 24:35; Mk 16;12; Jn 11:1-12:19; 21:4].


3	The spheric term “Branch” technically referenced the Messianic “scion of the family of David” as prophesied primarily by two Prophet heavy-weights – Isaiah and Jeremiah. The import to the modern 	Church was that only from Christ flowed Life-sap into the branches, enabling them to bear fruit. At around AD 26 Christ worked contrary to the world and religious systems and displayed 	characteristic patience – a fruit of the Spirit. The example came at the instanter of Christ’s close friend Lazarus’ death. Saviour held back from the crowds, chose to ignore the idea of fame and 	institutional thirst to see one miracle after the other; and only ventured to bring intense personal comfort, relief and joy when He was certain a meaningful moment for his dear friends could unfold. 	Bless the Lord. In addition, kindly note that Lazarus ‘came back’ under human limitation [they had to unfold the strips of linen], unlike Christ’s Resurrection body where He walked through walls, 	alongside His friends, appeared suddenly in a room, and ascended up on high, see [Isaiah 5:1f; Jer 23:5]. 	 


4	i) the simplistic belief that Christ is God’s Son; ii) receiving Christ as Saviour and Lord; iii) acting upon one’s belief and doing God’s will; iv) continuing in the faith; v) relating to the community of 	believers, which is Christ’s Body, the Church; vi) remaining in Communion; vii) belief in Christ’s 2nd Appearance, see [Mtt 24; Jn 15].		


5	The vineyard; the vine labourers; the old wineskins; the two sons; the wicked husbandmen, see in seriatim [Lk 13:6-9; Mtt 20:1-16; 9:17; 21:28-32; 21:33-41; Mk 1212:1-11].  





		


Make Room  - Sarah Reeves and Chris Mclarney, (Official music video) © 2022








In Christ, give Abba Father thanks and praises daily, sharing with one another, 


lifting His name on high and glorifying Him. . .for with these sacrifices God is pleased.. Hebrews 12.
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Graeme and his wife Vel attest to the Commission of the then Saul, who later became known as the Apostle Paul. We read John 16:8, 13,23-24; 17:18:4-11; Acts 26:15-18; Hebrews 9:13-15; 1 John 3:3,6; and align the Commission with words spoken by Christ, prior to Paul, such as when Christ educated the disciples of the Holy Spirit’s Presence He stated “[t]he Comforter will guide you into all truth for He will speak what He hears”. In addition, having regard for prayer to the heavenly Father, Christ prayed “[o]f those You gave me I have lost none” plus the iconic communication to Paul at conversion “[S]aul, Saul why are you persecuting me? You are only hurting yourself” and further “I am Jesus whom you are persecuting. Now stand up! For I have appeared to you to appoint you as my servant and my witness1. You are to tell the world about this experience2 and about the many other occasions when I shall appear to you. . Yes, I am going to send you to the Gentiles3 to open their eyes to their true condition4 so that they may repent and live in the light5 of God instead of in Satan’s darkness6 in order to receive forgiveness for their sins and God’s inheritance along with all people everywhere whose sins are cleansed away, who are set apart by faith in me”. The Lord Jesus gave Paul a heads-up - what his mission entailed, the opposition he would face and the final outcome of his efforts. As Paul journeyed and understood his mission he wrote many Letters and Epistles that came to form the New Testament.  In conclusion we reiterate the Church did not grow by power or wisdom or the enthusiasm of man but by God’s empowering Holy Spirit, the promised Comforter and Christ-sent Guide involving 39 cities, 30 countries, islands and provinces du jour by personal testimony, preaching or Apostolic defense before the authorities and with boldness and courage of which Paul was an empirical component.  ANY PERSON who genuinely acknowledges Christ’s forgiveness as an opportunity to cleanse away your sin, ask Christ Jesus and you will be saved and by the Spirit of God in Lord Jesus’ name you will be sanctified and transformed from glory to glory. Kindly visit a Church near you that preaches of the same Christ Jesus who saves souls; and render your gifts there.





Footnotes


1	Paul appealed to the facts. People were still alive who had heard Jesus preach and who had seen not only His wonderful miracles but more importantly, the empty tomb. The Christian message had 	turned the world upside down and in the result, verifiable eye-witness accounts of Jesus’ life were canonised in Scripture as well as historical and archaeological records to learn from. It is open to 	every believer at this point to reconfirm in faith that we live only by the truth of Christ Jesus, see [Ac 17:6].


2	Paul was aware that the entrance of sin into heaven was forbidden and he acted with a burning desire to see people come into the Grace and forgiveness of Christ – a desire so strong that it 	overshadowed his situational problems. As Paul followed Christ, he discovered that temporary possessions looked smaller than even the smallest eternal reward and in his heart he was more 	concerned for the Salvation of these strangers [including Herod Agrippa] than for his own way. He proved that the ongoing intercession of Christ the High Priest brought Gentiles into access to Abba 	Father because their sins, by faith in Christ were taken away and that further, they were entitled to equal share in God’s inheritance. At the end of the day Paul could say “[L]ord, Your name is 	renowned, You’re praised everywhere” see [Ac 26:19].


3	The Old Testament was filled with situations where God made known to the Children of Israel His name inter alia as in ‘ēl gibbȏr - Mighty God, one of the names Isaiah rendered of God. Paul a 	learned Advocate was in a place where He realized ‘ēl gibbȏr was making Himself known in his heart; and Paul, as an organ of new revelation made it known to the Gentiles, the name that stood for 	all that God was and much more . . in perfection of the relationship between God and the Gentiles, the gap of separation bridged by Christ Jesus. To Paul personally it spoke of the abolishment of 	the old priestly and sacrificial Jewish cultus, Paul’s blindness at conversion a precise symbol and his recovery of sight, the “mystery” of God’s good pleasure, kept hidden up to the time of the 	Incarnation of Christ, see [Ex 3:11-15; 6:2ff; Isa 9:6-7; Ro 16:25f; Eph 1:3-14; Hebr 7-10]. 


4	The Hebrew root letters for” holy” were ‘qd’ and translated “to cut or separate”. The word ‘sanctus’ translated "holy"; and the Latin word ‘facere’ meant “to make”, similarly in Greek . With respect to 	the New Testament, sanctification was emphasized as the permanence of a moral character that had been set apart from the world with resultant heavenly joy. The process of becoming holy and 	pure involved God’s workmanship with respect to our past, present and future. Through Christ, believers are saved from sin and through the Holy Spirit growth occurred. The three key components 	to sanctification were - reverence, honour to God the Lord as sacred deity, a chasteness in anti-thesis to the world. For both current and eschatological purposes, Paul taught that human 	assistance by the Holy Spirit remained the only acceptable approach to Abba Father for the simple reason He, Christ and the Holy Spirit were One God with ability to transform, in stages of glory, 	believers into the Triune God’s Image so that when Abba Father looked down to earth, He saw the saints whom He loved and was pleased to see His image there, see [1 Tim 3:8; 2 Tim 3:15; 2 Cor 	11:2; Rev 15:4].


5	Christ’s righteousness is resplendent on a magnificent scale. Flanked by His Father’s angels His processions in heaven are awesome and spectacular and the Cross of the Suffering Servant holds 	tremendous influential power in heaven, words which the Holy Spirit heard and brought to the Apostles and saints. Paul was thrown to the ground in the face of God’s Merciful power and Paul took it 	upon himself with the aid of the Holy Spirit to magnify the strong flourishing rule of Christ in the divine assertion of Love, Mercy, Grace and Forgiveness. The perfected Oneness of Christ to the 	Church is, on the heavenly timeline at a rate of “keep on revealing Abba Father to the Church”, where everything exists for the glory of Christ, as designed by the Lord God who is, who was and who 	is to come, see [John 1:18; 17:9,12,13,26; Ac 9:3-5].


6	Christ appeared so that saints would not be staggered by all the lies and deceptions of Satan’s darkness. Daniel inscribed the truth “[t]hey that know the Lord will do wonderful things. . .those whose 	names are written in the Book of Life will be delivered”. So now, in our modern era we may pray “[A]bba Father, we come in Jesus’ name, we are the ones that have come through those Jesus 	prayed for and ‘sent’; and now we pray to You for ‘ēl gibbȏr deliverance from evil”, see [Dan 11:32; 12:1; Matt 6:13; Jn 17:20; Ac 7:37].	


 		 


Lift My Eyes  -  I Am They [Official lyric video] © 2020 
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Graeme and his wife Vel highlight the Holy Spirit’s ongoing assistance to the Apostle Paul’s witness to the Gentiles who served him cheerfully, Spiritually and materially in his kērygmatic endeavours, having regard for - accomodation, refreshment, food, who willingly carried his powerful messages of hope in his Epistles and Letters to the Churches. 


ANY PERSON who wishes to know Christ the Lord is Lord who came to suffer and die for our sins, may ask for His Salvation, become a believer and ask for forgiveness for your sins.








Model of the Holy Spirit’s Eternal purpose to the Gospel of Christ 


a) Person; b) Exemplary service, Spiritual and Material Comfort; c) Citation.  





Name �
Exemplary Service, Spiritual and Material Comfort �
Citation�
�
�
�
�
�
Andronicus and Junia�
Traveling evangelists, born again before Paul who Invited Paul to stay in their home, Paul affectionately called them ‘kinsmen’�
Romans 16:7�
�
Ampliatus, Urbanus, Stachys�
Christians in Rome spoken highly of by Paul, they sacrificed much to open avenues of teaching to the Gentiles�
Romans 16:8�
�
Tryphena and Tryphosa�
Two sisters well noted for their organized, regular hard work in the local Church upon whom the Holy Spirit showed favour�
Romans 16:12�
�
Rufus [‘Red’]�
A son of Simon of Cyrene [Libya] who was pressed to carry Christ’s Cross; a ‘choice Christian’, his mother Paul was very fond of�
Mk 15:21; Ro 16:13�
�
Hermas�
Member of single community Church at Nereus, one of three associates, invited Paul in to share the Gospel and enjoy respite�
Romans 16:14�
�
Olympas�
Powerful leading Christian Paul remembered for generosity and positive preparation for Paul pronouncing Christ to the elite�
Romans 16:15�
�
Lucias�
Cyrenian prophet and teacher at Antioch, identified with Antiochene doctor Luke amongst Paul’s mostly Jewish friends�
Ac 13:1; Ro 16:21�
�
Sosipater�
Representative of a Church Paul had founded in Asia, carried offerings from his home Church to the Jerusalem Church�
Ac 20:4; Ro 16:21�
�
Gaius�
His whole household Paul baptized within their home Church, welcomed Paul on his 3rd Gospel journey�
Ac 19:29; 1 Cor 1:14�
�
Erastus�
Fellow labourer, city treasurer who paid for the town’s pavement from his own purse in appreciation of the post�
Ro 16:23; 2 Tim 4:20�
�
Quartus [‘Fourth’]�
Called ‘brother’ ‘fellow Christian’; one of the ‘seventy’ Christ sent out who cast out demons in Jesus Christ’s name�
Ro 16; Lk 10:1�
�
Stephanas�
Devoted servant, first-fruit of Achaia who cheered Paul and wonderfully encouraged his Spirit�
1 Cor 16:15-18�
�
Tychicus�
Blessed brother from province of Asia, faithful minister and comforter whom Paul trusted�
Eph 6:21; Col 4:7; Titus 3:12�
�
Ephaphroditus�
Brother, fellow soldier, sweet-smelling aroma, elder who brought Paul money and a message from the Philippian Church�
Phil 2:25-30;4:18�
�
Euodia and Syntyche�
Deaconesses who laboured with Paul to whom he advised unity, whose names are written in the “Book of Life”�
Phil 4:1-2; Lk 10:17-20�
�
Clement�
Fellow labourer with Paul, whose name is written in the “Book of Life”�
Phil 4:3; Lk 10:17-20�
�
Onesimus�
Servant of Philemon, faithful brother who worked with Paul and delivered Colossians Epistle with Tychicus�
Col 4:9; Philemon 12�
�
Aristarchus �
Paul’s fellow-sufferer and labourer who brought much comfort to Paul�
Col 4:10,14�
�
Jesus Justus �
A Jewish-Christian who was similarly called a fellow labourer and comfort to Paul�
Col 4:11�
�
Epaphras�
Founder of Colossian Church, bondservant with Paul who laboured in prayer for the Church; brought him news from Colossae�
Col 1:7; 4:12f�
�
Carpus�
Was a trusted messenger for Paul �
2 Tim 4:13�
�
Trophimus�
Traveler and companion to Paul, accompanied Paul to Rome�
Ac 20:4; 2 Tim 4:21�
�
Eubulus, Prudens, Linus, Claudia�
Friends and labourers with Paul at Rome�
2 Tim 4:21�
�
Phoebe�
Lady of Cenchreae, deaconess and messenger for a letter Paul sent�
Ro 16:1-2�
�
Chloe�
‘Informant’ who advised Paul correctly of the schisms at Corinth in order to address the Church issue�
1 Cor 1:1-6,11�
�



 I Found You  -  Anthony Evans [Official Lyric Video] © 2022





“[T]he merchants who became rich by the system of luxury, the fruit that their souls longed for was gone in one day. . .


they will stand at a distance as her riches come to nothing” [Revelation 18:4-6, 15-17].
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Graeme and his wife Vel address comity with the Holy Spirit by faithful men and women, unsung heroes who through small acts moved the Church forward. The men and women were not “superstars whose feet did not touch the ground” - they believed Jesus Christ was alive, they enjoyed fresh new daily reciprocal fellowship with Christ and in their consciences and hearts responded in the right way, straining to look forward - not looking back to the past that was dead.








Model of the Holy Spirit Moving the early Church forward - 


a) Person; b) Heroic Action taken for Alive Christ; c) Citation.  








Name �
Heroic Action for Christ�
Citation Acts�
�
�
�
�
�
The lame beggar�
He praised God after his healing, so loudly the crowds gathered around, Peter used the opportunity to spread the Gospel of Jesus�
Acts 3:1-12�
�
Gamaliel�
A blessed doctor, unexpected ally, despite institutional patronage warned leaders to keep clear heads and not underestimate Christ�
Acts 5:34-42�
�
Seven deacons�
They were wise, filled with the ‘rûah’ of the Great Mighty God, their willingness released the Apostles into prayer and appropriate leadership �
Acts 6:1-7�
�
Stephen�
Filled with ‘rûah’ of Almighy God, Founder of organized system of Church caring; his iconic witness of Jesus standing at God’s right hand �
Acts 7:1-60�
�
Dorcas “Gazelle”�
Made an enormous impact on the poor, died but was raised to Life by Paul and many in the town were baptized�
Acts 9:36-43�
�
Ananias�
First to demonstrate Christ’s unconditional love and forgiveness to Paul after conversion; his faith in Jesus’ name healed Paul’s blindness�
Acts 9:10-19�
�
Cornelius�
His example showed Peter, Christ came with Salvation for all men and women and that God noticed those who gave to the poor�
Acts 10:24-35�
�
Rhoda�
Her persistence brought Peter inside Mary’s home where the brethren ensured his safety�
Acts 12:1-17�
�
James �
He took command of the Jerusalem Council, his adjudication affected millions and more Christians over two thousand generations�
Acts 15:13-21�
�
Lydia�
Opened her home to Paul, ushering in Grace meant for the nations and many believed and founded a Church at Philippi�
Acts 16:13-15�
�
Jason�
Risked his life for the Gospel by welcoming Paul, stood up for Christ’s truth even when persecution came�
Acts 17:1-9�
�
Aquila and Priscilla�
Set Apollos aside to correctly advise him of baptism in the name of God - the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, close friends to Paul�
Acts 18:1-11�
�
Gallio J�
He made an important judicial decision that was causa causans to the spread of the Gospel of Christ as a recognized religion�
Acts 18:12-18�
�
Paul’s Companions �
Several accompanied Paul and witnessed miracles, healings and Eutychus raised from the dead thus proving the Presence of God�
Acts 20:1-11�
�
Disciples -Tyre, Syria�
Warned Paul of upcoming troubles in Jerusalem�
Acts 21:1-4�
�
Philip’s daughters�
Four unmarried women who served wholly the interests of Christ, prophetically warned Paul of upcoming trouble in Jerusalem�
Acts 21:5-14�
�
Paul’s nephew�
A child who looked past “today’s overwhelming” and saw the whole purpose of God by warning Paul of a plot to kill him�
Acts 23:15-22�
�
Commander�
Wrote to the governor Felix, related the plot to kill Paul, distinguished between the two laws and called for Paul’s protection�
Acts 23:23-35�
�
Julius�
The Centurion impressed by Paul, saved Paul’s life and by fulfilling prophecy that all would be saved on the ship, preserved Paul’s later ministry �
Acts 27:41-44�
�
Publius�
On Malta, welcomed Paul who healed a family member of disease and drew further solace when the whole town was healed �
Acts 28:1-10�
�
�
�
�
�



ANY PERSON who wishes to believe God’s promise to save any person who approached Him through Christ for forgiveness for sin may ask the Saviour for Grace and then be baptized in water in the name of God - the Father, the Son and the Holy Ghost. 





 In the Arms  -  Terrian © 2019


Love Has a Name  -  Jesus Culture © 2019 
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Graeme and his wife Vel glorify Abba Father and submit a non-exhaustive 2022 Strategic New Testament Model of the Holy Spirit’s Witness regarding Jesus Christ’s Salvation.








Model of the Holy Spirit’s Witness to peoples from all nations - 


a) Apostles and Evangelists; b) Journey Undertaken; c) Purpose; d) Citation.  








Name �
Journey  Undertaken�
Purpose for Christ�
Citation Acts�
�
�
�
�
�
�
Philip�
One of the first to travel outside Jerusalem to Samaria, Azotus�
One of seven, serving widows, fled to Samaria, preached to the Ethiopian, was transported in the Spirit to Caesarea�
Acts 8:26-38�
�
Peter�
W To ancient cross-roads town of Lydda, Joppa, Caesarea�
Inner group of three, great voice at Pentecost preached in the Temple, faced the Sanhedrin, healed a crippled beggar,�
�
�
�
�
taught about the family of God to a Roman Centurion whose alms-giving God loved,  understood all foods ‘acceptable’�
Acts 2:14f; 3:1f; �
�
�
�
to Creator God since His Spirit reminded the faithful daily to give offerings of thanksgiving and praises to God,�
Acts 10:10-13�
�
�
�
encouraged endurance in spite of persecution, judged deceit in Ananias and Sapphira�
4:1f; 5, 8; 9,10�
�
John�
Jerusalem to Judea and Samaria�
Eyewitness to Christ’s resurrection Light, emphasized Christ’s humanity and Love, baptized, built assurance�
Acts 4:1f; 8:14-25�
�
Paul �
Damascus, at Antioch Syria believers first called ‘Christians’�
Magnified Christ as Spiritual home + Church as chosen, witnessed for Grace, removal of revenge + continued pardon �
11:22f; ch 14:11f�
�
�
Pisidia, Cyprus, Paphos, Perga,Iconium,Lystra, Derbe, Seleucia, �
Christ as foundation of one fold, encouraged influential women,  fellowship with God opened,�
15:37-40; 17:5,22�
�
�
Ephesus, Troas, Thrace, Philippi, Neopolis, Corinth�
praised Messiah’s reconciliation, a nucleus of unified prayer, preached for a standard of worship, followed God’s voice�
18:2ff; 19; 25:10�
�
�
Thessalonica, Beroea, Athens, Cenchreae, Mytelene�
on Mars Hill proclaimed the resurrected Christ and His authority, smoothed conflicts, socially prominent Gospel �
21:28-29; ch 23,24�
�
�
Laodicea, Patara, Ptolomais, Caesarea, Jerusalem, Rome�
Christ’s Gospel ‘brought people near’ to God Almighty, fulfillment of prophecy to go to Rome�
23:11;26:29; 28:30�
�
Barnabas �
Antioch, Cyprus, Pamphilia, Galatia�
Significantly introduced the ‘new’ Paul to the brethren,  source of magnificent encouragement to the Church�
Acts 4,11,13, 15�
�
John Mark�
Antioch, Cyprus, Pamphilia, Galatia�
Paul’s travelling companion, possible business funder to a few projects, his mother a wealthy businesswoman�
Acts 13, 14,15�
�
Silas�
Antioch, Galatia, Asia, Philippi Macedonia and Achaia�
Delivery of the “Jerusalem letter” to Churches, joined Paul’s 2nd missionary journey, vitally responsible in Colossians,�
Acts 15:40ff; 16�
�
�
�
Macedonia with Paul, their teamwork visible to the Church, at Philippi the converted officer�
16:28ff�
�
Timothy�
Antioch, Galatia, Ephesus, Philippi, Thessalonica, Achaia�
Travelling companion, challenged into leadership, learned to deal with local, pastoral pressures and conflict �
Acts 15:36-18:22�
�
Luke�
Antioch, Galatia, Philippi, Thessalonica, Macedonia, Achaia�
Joined Paul, Silas and Timothy on Paul’s 2nd journey, team player and author who highlighted the events of three�
Acts 16:10; �
�
�
�
individual new believers due to Paul’s preaching e.g. Lydia the influential businesswoman, the demon- possessed�
Acts 16:14; 16:18�
�
�
�
fortune teller, the Roman officer whose entire family was saved�
16:29�
�
Apollos�
Ephesus, Athens, Corinth�
Acknowledged Jesus, teacher, powerful refuter to Jewish argument of Christ, proved Christ was the Messiah, was�
Acts 18:24-28�
�
�
�
instructed by Aquila and Priscilla, he and 12 others baptized by Paul and received the Holy Spirit’s new life �
19:1-7�
�
Erastus�
Galatia, Asia, Corinth Macedonia, Achaia�
Revisited Churches with Paul and Timothy, shared Timothy’s mission allowing Paul to continue in Ephesus�
Acts 19:22�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�



ANY PERSON who wishes to return to Almighty God, find pardon and fellowship with Him and be welcomed into one fold, must repent and put their faith in Jesus Christ to save you by Grace, ask Him and He will save you. We further urge you to attend a Church that baptizes in water in the name of God the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. 





Jesus Great High Priest  -  Cameron Keith [Official Lyric video] © 2021












































































































































Company Law


expertise for today








Company Law


expertise for today








Company Law Today is owned by Camel Rock Trading 16 CC the members of which are Graeme Fraser and Vel Fraser





Graeme and his wife Vel expound on the time-honoured name of Jesus Christ the Saviour and generally, other Scriptural characters, where we read from Genesis 3:20; 5:2; 17:1-6; 1 Sa 1:20f; Matthew 1:21,23; John 1:42; Acts 4:10-12; Ro 10:13; Philippians 2:9-11; Hebrews 1:4. The Word of God is no stranger to the normative custom of giving a name simply because it appealed to the parents. Even where name-giving offered a high-sounding moralistic sentiment, it would run beyond the evidence to assume without question a name was conferred in parental preference specifically with morals in mind for that or any other reason. There is no doubt though that throughout the Scriptures a conceptual background has given us full play in the conferring of names where its claim was asserted in respect of persons concerned. Generally dispersed below are Biblical characters whose lives are reflected within Scripture’s dynamic view, such as - i) A status name e.g. Eve, who was mother of all living; Babel, where afoot was the tendency for man to be his own saviour however the name he imposed upon himself Spiritually-judicially became the very disability he feared; ii) A name of circumstance e.g. Moses, where [aside from the removal from reeds], much later the Red Sea symbolically drew him from the water; Samuel, named from his Mother’s prayer and where at a small age he was pledged to the Tabernacle - a place of prayer; iii) Transformation names, as in the promissory new thing God would do e.g. the initial Abram which meant ‘high father’ was but a sour joke at a time where he and his wife were childless, however Jehovah changed him and gave Abram a new name, Jehovah placed His “breath” the “h” into Abraham who now became the, ‘father of many nations’ - the “[I] Am” had made a deliberate reference to the Gospel of Christ the Saviour to all tongues, creed and cultures and the link made by Christ to the institutional leaders as “[I] tell you before Abraham was, I AM”; Peter was given the dominical name due to his being the first confession of Christ; and Paul, delivered people from circuitous twisting of Gospel truths; iv) Predictive names, pre-eminent in this class was Christ Jesus Himself, the embodiment of the “Word made flesh”, a name that bore status and prediction “[l]ooking forward to what He Himself will do”; Boanerges, the name Christ gave the disciple John - a sweet warning against the unacceptable element of fire in John’s ambition; v) Imprecative names e.g. Nāḇāl, the King Saul supporter and vineyard owner conferred on the grounds of a Mother’s early cogent prayer “[l]et him not grow up to be a fool” that worked its claim where King David approached with his pledge of Covenant; the name Ahaz, an abbreviation of Jehoahaz [Yahweh understands me] was fully accorded in the event of the politically astute but Spiritually inept king - to think he consciously dropped the theophoric element to his name and in the result slowly removed God’s altars from the Temple in order to accumulate more money. No-one, no matter how attractive or powerful should have replaced Jehovah - thus the people of Lord God were invaded; vi) Imperfect tense of the verb, names - Ezekiel [may God strengthen], Isaiah [may Yahweh save], Mariam or Mary [‘Beloved’]2; vii) Incorporation of divine “El” or “Jehoa” e.g. Elisha, Daniel, Jehoiakim, respectively God is my Salvation, God is my Judge, the Lord has established; viii) Names of God synonymous with His character, Yahweh “to be”, Jehovah-shammah “He is there” and the Psalmist inscribed “[f]or Your wondrous works proclaim that Your name is near”. Saviour taught reverence for heavenly Father’s name, “[H]allowed be Your name”; to Samson’s parents the iconic “[W]hy do you ask My name, seeing that it is Wonderful?” a blessed link to Isaiah’s prophecy “[W]onderful, Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father3, Prince of Peace, that incorporated definitively the Trinity, cited by Christ in the early disciple commission to all nations. The early Church taught of Jesus Christ “[t]here is no other name by which man might be saved”; Paul and the Hebrews author/s wrote Christ had gained a more excellent name than the angels. ANY PERSON who wishes to rely upon the name of Jesus Christ to save you from God’s future Judgment, you may call upon Him, repent of your sins and ask to receive the Kingdom of God.   





Footnotes


1	[Gen 11:4,9; 32:29; Ex 2:10; Dt 17:1; Judg 13:17-24; 1 Sa 25:25; 2 Ki 16:10 – 17:3; Isa 1:1ff; 7:14; 9:6; Matt 1:21,23; 6:9;  Mark 1:9-11; 3:17; Jn 8:58; Ac 4:12; Ro 10:13; Eph 1:18-23; Phil 2:9-11; 1 Jn 	3:1; 5:13; Rev 5:8;19:13.


2	Mary, Jesus’ Mother who gave way to God’s Will was Spiritually-minded, pious with a very strong faith, maternally confident and loving. Mary Magdalene came from a location where sorcerers 	operated however Jesus delivered her of seven demons [perfect, complete deliverance] and she dedicated herself to Lord Jesus. She was among several women who received Christ’s Grace by 	raising them to the level of equal fellowship and service before God as men. The Lord permitted the women to accompany His ministry and their response was spontaneous expressions of devotion 	and contributions of their own money in assistance to His ministry – one of the convoy was wife to Herod’s business manager and oversee to Herod’s administrative division. Mary Magdalene ‘anointed’ 	Christ for burial with perfume bought from her own purse [perfume was priced at a total of 12 months’ salary] and Mary appeared again with the women in their steadfast insistence to remain bonded to 	Christ throughout the entire Crucifiction since they associated themselves with His death and kept watch from a distance [classic Roman law of possessio the ownership of Christ’s body aspect] at 	Christ’s removal from the Cross into Joseph of Arimathea’s home tomb. The women displayed devotion by their undertaking to bring spices and sweet-smelling herbs in anointing for the Lord’s body, 	see [Mtt 1:18, 46-55; Lk 8:1-3; Jn 20:10-18].  	


3	Father to the poor, the orphan, widow and misfortunate where He gave them wisdom, the ability to judge correctly and follow the best course of action at home, Church and business [1 Cor 1:18-25]. 			 


Assurance  -  Nonah [Acoustic version] © 2020


Love Came Down  -  Ben Cantelon from Soul Survivor album © 2006 


He will Hold me Fast  -  Matt Merker, Deborah Klemme, composer Ada Habershon, Violin “Finlandia Hymn” (1899) Getty Music © 2013
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Graeme and his wife Veldra submit exegesis regarding Church formation in Part III, regarding the signs and deeds of the Holy Spirit’s glory of Christ in Acts as through men and women witnesses of the divine consolidation of Christ’s perfect leadership position, from whence came - i) the passage of the Holy Spirit evidenced in His name; ii) new believers partook already of Christ’s everlasting Life; and; iii) the Holy Spirit effected many changes.  We read at Ps 89:27; 97:7; Isaiah 9:6-7; 11:1-5; Jeremiah 23:5-6,23; Daniel 1:1-11; Zechariah 6:12-13; Revelations 9:3ff. Christ as perfect leader  led the Apostles with actual first-hand knowledge1 of the Lord; Christ was a model worth imitating and the Apostles took measures to spread His Gospel; Lord Jesus’ Sacrifice expressly removed sins; Christ’s conquering ability had as its objective Eternal Life for every believer; in Saviour’s perpetual High Priestly position His understanding and constant love2 was of immense comfort; He, through the Spirit was deeply committed to fairness, justice and absolutely set on being merciful. The Apostles used many illustrations to teach the growing Church the process of evolvement of Salvation3 when they chose to put Christ first in their lives. Christ personally carried our load of sins in His own Body and the sign was His full intention to save mankind. Thus believers were set free from the world’s opinions on how they “thought” man ought to be saved. The Holy Spirit, in Isaiah, is reckoned as filling the Branch - the Spirit of the Lord, the Spirit of wisdom, understanding, counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord would rest upon Him and His delight would be obedience to the Lord. He would not judge by appearance, falsified evidence or hearsay but would defend the poor and the exploited. Our concluding précis is the following - in the truth of the already completed, approved and canonized book of Acts, the ongoing witness that traversed down to all Church generations4 - it is through Jesus Christ we may approach heavenly Father God. ANY PERSON who wants to be a “new person” must acknowledge Christ Jesus as Lord in their hearts and verbally. Christ will change your life forever. Keep looking to God the Father and read Scripture daily for power to live according to Christ’s pristine example, cling to Him and you will be saved from the coming spiritual harm. 





Footnotes





1	Isaiah defined the highly exalted Lord God, One-in-Three who sent Salvation solely due to the fact He had prescribed His final Judgment and wanted to save mankind. Jeremiah inscribed THE LORD 	OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS -“[G]od near at hand”; and Zechariah proclaimed “the Branch would reign with prosperity” all of which found effect in the Saviour, the Son of Man as the Spirit of God carried 	out God’s Word from Incarnation, Crucifiction, Ascension to perpetual High Priest and Prince of Peace. Jesus had prayed of His disciples “F]ather, I do not pray that You should keep them out of the 	world, but that You should keep them from the evil one” and “[f]or their sakes I have sanctified Myself that they might be sanctified, see [Isa 9:6-7; ch 53-66; Jer 23:5-6, 23; Joel 2; Zech 6:12-13; Jn 	17:10-19; Hebr 1:1-14; see also pg 50 Spiritual Belief 2018].


2	“Rebirth” had impact upon trading, small firms and shops. On the one hand, leaders like Barnabas donated his Cyprus land to the Church that served as an impetus for financial giving and under the 	guidance of the Holy Spirit, and on the other hand, in honesty others similarly gave all of which was a firm encouragement to new believers of the kindness of the Lord. The shop owners and small firm 	owners with sober appraisal restructured their work to encompass a faithful service Spiritually and with real product that was topical, functional and helpful. In their daily operations, they served their 	brethren and proportional profits went to the Church, widows and the poor. The Holy Spirit comforted the “adopted Children of God” in His release of continual fresh new ideas for their trading 	performance and financial unity. Relevant considerations helpful towards “overcoming” are drawn from experiences of the Apostles e.g. they steadfastly insisted on spreading Christ’s good news and 	overcame hurdles thrust in their way. The language of the Hebrew Ainiōs referenced the “new heart” permeated by Christ’s Resurrection Life into which His saints would later fully enter; the 	overlapping of times Paul referenced further. Daniel at around 600 B.C., one of the doyens of “keeping heart for God”,  who was unfooled by ‘illusions’ around the palace and as second in 	command to King Nebuchadnezzar [but God loved Cyrus at Ezra’s time], Daniel kept the faith God gave Him and kept his garments white as snow, which meant he worshipped God in the correct 	manner. This is probably one of the most important teachings that afforded freedom from sensual pollution. To be clothed in white meant one was set apart for God’s purposes and made pure. It 	related to one’s “state of the heart”, see [Gen 49:11; Eccl 9:7,8; Dan 1:1-11, 7:9; Mtt 21:7; Jn 4:10-26; 11:23-25; Ac 13:44;1 Cor 6:19f; 8:13, 10:11; Gal 1:5; Heb 1:8; Rev 2:14-15; 3:7,15-19].  


3	“Crucified with Christ” meant firstly, legally, since Scripture stated the Lord God presented Himself as Supreme Judge, Abba Father saw them as having actually died with Christ, and; secondly, 	Spiritually, the Holy Spirit’s Presence was a token of New Covenant agreement; Thirdly, procedurally, since the believer’s sins died with Christ [God the Lord’s full intention] then believers stood under	no condemnation; Fourthly, relationally, since the believer was crucified with Christ he or she therefore were blessed with a Father in heaven and enjoyed His gift of Eternal Life, meaning there was 	freedom, favour and blessing to grow into Christ’s likeness under Abba Father’s observant eye. Fifthly, authority, Christ’s resurrection power transformed them from glory to glory. Sixthly, humility, the 	above reasons are most compelling as to why it was appropriate then and is currently, to boast entirely upon Christ and not ourselves; Seventhly, Spiritual protection, God created Satan and his 	hordes and God the Lord has full control over them. Nothing can prevent the Holy Spirit from leading Christ’s saints who are able in discernment to spot distortions to the doctrine of “the Lamb slain”. 	Don’t be reluctant, ask our heavenly Father in Christ’s name to give you more of His Spirit and He will, see [Gal 2:20; 6:14].


4	The Lord will give each one according to what his deeds deserve. He will give Eternal Life to those who gratefully and patiently keep the relationship with Christ for Father God’s honour. In our desire to 	be thoroughly prepared within God’s plan we place all our emphasis upon living Godly lives, as Christ would want us to endure and praise the Lord ceaselessly since Praise is the heartfelt response to 	God by those who love Him. The more functional and practical knowledge of Christ and what He has done for humankind, the more one responded with thanks and praise. Praise is at the heart of true 	worship as it flows out of a heart of love for God, that Jesus called to be undivided and reserved for God, see [Ro 2:6-8; Rev 10:4].


	 	


You Have Made Me Glad  - Hillsong  © 2012
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Graeme and his wife Veldra briefly assess in Part II, the wider impact of the newly forming Church as per Luke’s recordal of the book of Acts. We read from Acts 1:1; 16:9-17; 20:5-21:18-20; 27:1-28:16-28. The physical works of Peter, John and Paul took place commencing at around AD 33 onwards however the actual date of the book of Acts with all accounts and experiences at various places, was not crystallized but we do know it was written generally commensurate “[t]o the former account I made”, which was Luke’s Gospel written at around AD 61/64 and generally accepted to have been written by Luke at around AD 66/68 against a background of the new inclusion of Jehovah’s religion1 to the nations. The Gospel of Luke and Acts were each the length of a scroll [approx 35 feet, 11 meters] with literary style, vocabulary and theological ideas unmistakably Luke’s, Paul’s companion, reliable historian2 cognizant and closely related to many events of Paul’s missions, his text clearly describing at certain events the personal “we”. Acts related to not all the Apostles though, only the primary ones such as Peter and Paul and the book involved a time-span of approximately 32 years from the Ascension of our Lord Jesus at around AD 31, to Paul’s arrival in Rome pinpointed to at around AD 62. The Acts consist of Luke’s selective history focused specifically on the course of the Gospel within Jerusalem and further as it spread past the wider Jerusalem3. What was of import was the clear line Scripture traced from the moment of personal confidence at the gift proffered to the Church in the arrival of the promised Holy Spirit with vivid miracles displayed that helped people, caught the attention of many and convicted thousands of sin; to where Christ within the scope of these matters, Called Paul; including Peter’s progression of Holy Spirit miracles and preaching with great boldness4; his untrammelled witness at Lydda, Joppa, at Caesarea with the Centurion; the witness of the Antioch Church; Paul’s three missionary journeys; the enormous Berea victory; the Corinthian one-and-a-half years mission; the Ephesus three years of strongly developed Spiritual affections; three months at Macedonia, prophetic warnings and finally Paul’s arrival in Rome. From the evidence of the Lord God’s acceptance of the Gentiles by Grace in sheer numbers, the idea of “meeting certain requirements before Salvation could take place” ran counter to simple belief in Christ and it caused a brief moment of angst. The issue could have destroyed the Church however a conference in Jerusalem with religious/political bodies, the Lord’s converted brother to the flesh James, with Peter, Paul and Barnabus in attendance, the Council was equally addressed and it is certain that Luke, due to Paul’s legal connections had significant access to the decree and further letters from early Christian leaders. However Luke was not without resource of his own since he had the benefit of a wide circle of contacts where in Acts he mentioned 95 different persons from 32 countries, 54 cities and 9 Mediterranean islands from whom he gathered information for his Gospel and fastidious details for Acts. The wonderful breathtaking drama5 worked by God’s Spirit who brought Christ the Saviour’s Salvation to the nations in locations such as Galatia to Macedonia and Achaia, eventually further onwards to Rome. The Holy Spirit was behind the unfolding growth of the Church and He gathered persons from every nation into one united fellowship “by Water and by Holy Spirit”. The Letter and Epistles of other Apostles and early “members” make up the remaining sections of the New Testament. ANY PERSON who is convicted of sin and wants their sin removed may ask for Jesus’ Grace to forgive you and give your heart to Jesus Christ where Eternal Life will be given to you in your confession of Jesus Christ as Lord.  


 


Footnotes


1	Christ’s Gospel directed by the Holy Spirit in Acts required humbled teachers e.g. the delicate balance between the aspect of conflated ‘self’ that God the Lord did not require and a humbled servant of 	God who had grounded their faith upon what Christ had effected on the Cross had import that really pleased Abba Father most. Humanistic teachings were of no use in the Kingdom of 	God simply since 	a vaunted ‘self’ instead of being a vehicle that gave way to the Holy Spirit, was an insuperable obstacle. John the Baptist took de-elevation of ‘self’ to a whole new level and Scripture attested to the 	Announcement of a lifetime – “[B]ehold, the Lamb of God that takes away the sins of the world”. We would have loved to have been there as John saw the Lord Jesus walking towards him, see [Jn 1:29]. 


2	Luke verified Paul’s beautiful relationship with the Ephesians even weeping for their needs. They responded with love and care for him and they prayed, male and female working hard together in the 	faith of Christ. Affection is a mark of Abba Father. He referenced the Children of Israel as “Bee” – which to our understanding must be one of the most cherished names a Father could give to His 	Children, see [Jdg 4:4ff; Ac 20:28-38].  


3	The record of the New Testament Church indicated that Jerusalem continued to play a significant role in the early spread of Christianity. It was only after the death of Stephen that the Good News was 	taken afar to various parts of the Mediterranean but Jerusalem was always the place to which they returned for significant events. The Council met in Jerusalem, Lord Jesus prophesied of its destruction	at around AD 70 and eventually a foreign city was erected on the site. Certain modern developments have occurred since. Scripture stated, at God’s prescribed time and described by John, a heavenly 	Jerusalem of righteousness, peace and prosperity will come down but with no Temple as Christ will be the Light, attested to by the Apostles and voiced energetically by Paul as already within all Called 	hearts reborn and justified by faith, Water and God’s Spirit, see [Gal 3:10-4:6,11; Rev 21:22].   


4	At around AD 33 the Apostles and members of the early Church under the Holy Spirit wrought many miracles that was hard for the religious and political bodies to counter. They personally took the 	Gospel to each Church and thereafter circulated to their audiences by Letters and Epistles the Gospel’s Good News beginning with Christ and continuing through the Churches, see Ac 1:1; 2:1ff; 	8:4-25; 	9:20-22: 9:32-35; 14:26-28; 15:13-21: 17:1-9; 20:7-12].    


5	Faith does not make troubles disappear; it makes troubles seem less fearsome because it places the believer in the Lord God’s higher perspective. The Apostles were more concerned at God’s 	reactions than people’s reactions and immediately began preaching to souls of the Love of God and His power, convinced of Christ’s Resurrection who experienced the continuous flow of the Holy 	Spirit’s Presence to teach, preach and heal sickness in Jesus’ name, see [Ac 5:16-33].


Song of Heaven  -  Mack Brock [Live Performance Video] © 2020
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Graeme and his wife Vel, according to our faith in Christ Jesus, interpret His work following the Ascension where it was written He “[f]ills all in all, in everything” with His resurrected Life. We read from Genesis 2:7; Exodus 19:5; John 9:1-7; 2 Timothy 2:19-21; Hebrews 2:10; 11:1ff Revelations 3:18. The Lord’s Christ announced early in His ministry that He did nothing of His own but emulated His Father. Moses recounted the Lord’s exerted effort in forming a people of His own “[N]ow if you will obey Me and keep to the contract, you shall be My own little flock from among all the nations of the earth, for the earth is Mine” - that they would be a peculiar people to His liking.  A young prophet called Jeremiah1 related God was the Potter who Himself had created the clay, would transform the clay, turn it, sift it, tread out the air, form it, shape it, decorate it and fashion it specifically that it might be a vessel peculiar. Scripture denoted that the weight of unformed clay could only be defined as “disappointing” and that a vessel had no function unless where as a critical step in the process of strengthening and finishing, it had been exposed to particularly high temperatures, had hardened and was dried best in the Lord’s loving Spiritual kiln. The Lord Jesus Himself was fitted in the “heat” of doing His Father’s Will who through the Cross experienced His heavenly Father’s fulfilled obligations and promise. The Church as a vessel for God’s glory was promised sanctification, restoration, refinement and Salvation in similar fashion to God’s men and women of faith at Hebrews 11 for purposes of encouragement and comfort. Having regard for the actual ‘vessel’ itself, Isaiah ascribed the Potter was a loving Creator who alone had the power to redeem souls from circuitous sin and who sprinkled into the lives of His people both good and difficult circumstances2.  Our Saviour, in His many parables defined various vessels3, some as treasures, some for destruction. Apostles like Paul and John attached heavenly value4 to the treasures of Life and in His ministry the Saviour Jesus, acting on His Father’s reciprocal promise to a remnant in love healed the blind man with formed and shaped clay placed over his eyes - that pointedly signified the Potter’s ownership power over the clay and sealing5 for the Father’s glory. In conclusion, we draw solace from the Saviour’s hint at who was included in the sphere of promise in that the sealed clay with Saviour’s thumb impressions signified vessels of the faith of Jesus Christ were also sons of Abraham. The beauty of every vessel in Christ, was the form and shape of its uniqueness where as Christ filled, heavenly Father’s glory resided. ANY PERSON who wishes to know Jesus the Saviour, must repent and be water baptized in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Ghost. 


 


Footnotes


1	Moses elevated the purposes of God “I Am” in His representative people that showed the world His Ways and His saving Presence upon the earth. Jehovah’s restrictions and diet were simple 	reminders to keep separate. Even King Solomon, who had bought men and women slaves, great herds and flocks, silver and gold, art and concubines concluded that God was the only wise One 	and it was better to fear Him because ‘pleasures’ and ‘good feelings’ were only temporary. Jeremiah, across a broad canvas of prophetic criticism spoke against false gods and illustrated Jehovah’s 	Sovereignty would be felt in His reaction to a breach, who had issued woes to clay vessels “who squalled against Him”. The problem with false gods was the “hidden yoke of control” that burdened God’s 	people to death and God’s people needed to be watchful of a rash of selfish, harmful dictators who ignored the helpless, hungry and the poor. Jehovah did not want His people harmed, not because they 	performed worthily but because He had originated a Covenant with them. Saviour Himself warned His little flock “[f]alse Christ’s [who had no Cross/New Covenant] would come and lead many astray, 	pray that you are not tempted.. see I have warned you ahead of time”, [Ex 19:5; Dt 14:2; 26:18; Eccl 2:8;  Isa 41:25; Jer 18:1-6; Mtt 24:1ff; Eph 4:10; Titus 2:14; Heb 2:10; 1 Pe 2:9].


2	We need both good and difficult experiences to advance Spiritual growth. Through the more difficult circumstances we need to ask Abba Father in Jesus’ name where in the moment we might see 	His hand as a refining tool for growth purposes, see [Isa 14:12; 44:21; 45:7-10; Lk 10:18; Jn 8:38].    


3	Saviour’s Parables, upon closer inspection revealed the work of functional vessels, see [Spiritual Belief 2019 pgs  9,10,11,17, 21,23, 28, 30, 35, 36].


4	Paul at around AD 55, correctly reflected in his 2nd Epistle to the Corinthians the city of Corinth itself was no better that any other Mediterranean port since between trading ports in and around Corinth a 	milieu of tit-for-tat bias railed - rivalries, restrictions of power, little political co-hesion and each larger city appeared to have no regard for its daughter cities. Paul prayed in support of the Church at Corinth 	who was potentially in danger of secular morals filtering through and in his process of analysis his governing distinction was the glory of New Covenant obligations and Christ’s promise in ownership, 	to “send” encouragement and fill lives with His Life as “treasure in earthen vessels”. The matter of vigorous reciprocity was a key component in the senescent John’s latter revelation, seen in both 	interaction and cry from the Spirit and Bride “Come Lord Jesus”. To Titus, Paul wrote God wanted vessels with cleansed hearts and a real enthusiasm for doing kind things for others, [Jn 14:18; Ac 4:8; 	Ro 6:23; 2 Cor 1:1-5:10; 4:7; Col 2; 1 Ti 6:7; 2 Tim 2:21; Heb 11:28; Rev 2:1ff; 3:1-17; 22:20]. 


5	Material vessels included the earliest pottery at around 7000 – 4000 B.C. The Scriptural word ‘vessels’ pertained to perishable materials mixed from sand, flint or quartz, rushes/basketry, wood, 	skins/leather and stone, verified that geological conditions naturally preserved little perishable evidence. Early materials functioned as water carriers, wine storage, grain storage and after the introduction 	of metal - soft stone e.g. asphalt or obsidian was cut and shaped until the mineral clay consisted of grit and flint - into bowls, jars and dishes, some directed as honourable vessels for use in Yahweh’s 	Temple e.g. large porous earthenware stone jars, shallow bowls, handle-less deep bowls. Metal was shaped over heat, flattened, cut and evidenced in the Tabernacle e.g. as small oil holders, hangings 	for lamps or hyper-sized bowls for residue of sacrificed lambs; and the later “baqbȗk” –  distinctive long narrow-necked iron jug. Outside of worship – an apothecary’s compounding jar and large 	banqueting bowls were preserved, inter alia, see [Ge 2:7; 24:14; Jdg 6:19;1 Sa 26:11; Jb 10:8-9; Jer 18:1-6; Jn 4:28].





Who You say We Are  -  Steven Curtis Chapman, Song Session © 2016	 	  


Who You are to Me  -  Chris Tomlin [Official Lyric Video] © 2020 
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Graeme and his wife Veldra develop an exposition on the theme of Church formation under the co-ordination of the Holy Spirit in Part I. We read from Psalm 110:5; Matthew 10:1; Mark 13:9; Romans 8:2,9; Hebrews 1:3; 2:1-4,18; 4:15; 5:5-6. Scripture indicated numerous times that despite the impact of evil, the Lord God’s control of the world is to remove sin and restore peace and this was inaugurated on the Cross of Jesus the Branch, with further progression from His fruitful branches under His loving Headship1. The Lord Jesus’ choice to build His Church with the humblest2 of servants was of monumental import since it demonstrated the Mercy of the all-powerful heavenly Father’s Love, firstly, Christ in the flesh and secondly - i) Peter had denied Christ thrice and in forgiveness was deeply indebted; ii) Paul had driven Christians away, had them murdered and in the stoning of Stephen under Paul’s watching brief, that marked a core turning point for Paul himself since he personally experienced the Mercy of the risen Jesus Christ’s Grace so profoundly, that he further categorized himself a “slave to Christ”; and in his undulating journey of Grace proved that no person, company or association could control or duplicate the Holy Spirit’s Grace; iii) ambitious John, whose mother wanted him seated next to Christ’s Throne in heaven, was commissioned to wait over half a century before He received the Son of Man’s Revelation; iv) James and Jude3, traditional and institutional ‘hard-liners’, only after Christ’s Resurrection “saw Christ” although they had experienced His unfathomable forgiveness all along and now they turned and served Him at the Council, regulating religion on a non-discriminatory basis, their testimonies illuminated in their two Epistles; v) the Hebrews author/s comprehensively humbled at the shocking event of the total destruction of the Jerusalem Temple with its reverberating Spiritual repercussions, now sent out repeated warnings against Spiritual unbelief calling urgently for a departure from the “old ways” and re-directing their brethren to hasten to the front lines for Christ in the form of a new exodus and with examples of a pilgrim faith that “goes forth to Christ, who is superior to the angels, to Moses and is the Son who reflects the Father’s own glory in character and in essence”; their words, the Son of God as the great “Shepherd of the sheep” was the One who saved the Jewish Christians from  sin for fellowship with the Author of our Salvation and they pleaded that nothing and no-one could compete with His Grace. Scripture contemplated that at around 4 B.C. to AD 95 the devil’s intention was clearly to eliminate any sort of religious competition - obviously unsuccessful since not only did his servants fail but the Lord geographically pulled down every high place and has purposed Christ’s Salvation would last until every nation had heard of His saving Grace. The Apostles worked in the patent power of the Holy Ghost in local Churches as a living extension of Joel, Micah and Jeremiah’s prophecies4 of the Mercy and Grace of the Lord Jesus - in worship, love, good deeds and responsible anticipation for His 2nd Appearance. Offices such as - Apostle, Prophet, Evangelist, Elder, Bishop, Minister, teacher, deacon and deaconess met particular needs as evidenced in the Apostles’ circulating Letters and Epistles who inscribed the Saviour’s Love from different angles and at times with different emphasis but always in correct doctrinal reporting and application, that encouraged a growing Church. In conclusion, Scripture made it quite clear that after Christ the Saviour there was envisaged no re-run5. ANY PERSON who sincerely trusts in Christ for their Salvation and has acknowledged Him as Lord, the Holy Spirit has come into your life and you are now a Christian - because Jesus the Saviour has promised. 


 


Footnotes


1	It might also be observed the believers’ lives were not built upon foundations of perishable pursuits, convenience or whim. ‘The Helper’ was not merely a “temporary retreat” but their continuing, reliable, 	eternal provision of strength. Paul and Peter, the former unmarried, conveyed the import of a healthy pragmatic unity between husband and wife, that the faith might not be imperiled; and in the Church a 	gratitude, praise and sharing of God’s resources as they worked alongside the Holy Spirit, see [Isa 5:1; Mtt 8:13-15; Ro 7:2; 1 Cor 7:2; Eph 5:33; 1 Tim 3:2; 1 Pe 3:1].


2	The Holy Spirit clearly evidenced strength for extra-ordinary tasks, building – a) the Church and; b) Living Temple in the believers’ hearts. Previously and prior to the Old Testament Temple, for 480 years 	the Lord Jehovah had not asked His Children to build Him a Temple, instead He emphasized the importance of His Presence amongst them and their need for Spiritual leaders. It is easy to think of a 	building as the focus of God’s Presence and power, but God chooses and uses people to do His work, not being bound to the opinions of mankind regarding His choice of servant. The Lord can use a 	person more than He could wood and stone and a building should never take priority over developing humble Spiritual leaders [1 Ki  8:16]


3	The Lord’s brothers to the flesh, in the family household even after the Saviour had moved to preach at Capernaum, had argued with Him and told Him things they thought He wanted to hear – “[s]urely 	you want to be noticed for your great miracles, so go do these miracles at the Festival for people to see You!” where they chided the Saviour along Institutional and social standpoints and yet Saviour 	continued with His teaching itinery at the Temple and remained sinless, see [Mk 3:35; Lk 8:16-21; 14:25-35; 20:19; Jn 7:1-14;1 Jn 2:10].  


4	At around 835 B.C.; 742 B.C.; 585 B.C. respectively Joel, Micah and Jeremiah prophesied – a) that messages from God often came packaged in natural disasters; b) the mixture of judgment and promise 	presented Lord God as a prosecuting attorney-witness for the prosecution-and-sentencing judge all rolled into one, however after judgment the Lord always remembered His Mercy; c) Jeremiah’s  	testimony came at a time where alliances for protective purposes were sought; and the prophet stated any “peloni” could sign protection but when faced with the Lord God Almighty, that protection would 	not cover and the Lord said “stop with the short-cuts” because signing an alliance was not the same as true worship. Jeremiah then prophesied of God’s Merciful creation of “new hearts and faithful 	service”, see [Ps 68:19; Jer 31:33-34; Joel 2:28-32; Mic 5:2; 7:19-20; Ro 8:9; 2 Cor 5:4; 1 Jn 1:2,21; 5:3-4]  


5	The Son of God directed mankind to resist temptation and promised blessings to those who resisted. In the temptation of Saviour, He repudiated the attempt to dislodge His purpose for Grace and cited 	the written  “[m]an lived on every Word that proceeded from the Mouth of God”. In the believers’ temptation the Lord Jesus proffered immense strength in His name, see [Mtt 4:3; 24:13-14,31,35; 25:4; 


	1 Cor 7:5; Col 4:2; Heb 2:18; 4:15; Js 1:12].   				


	* Fields of Grace  -  Big Daddy Weave © 2012 	*Wonder  -  Hillsong United, Joel Houston[author], produced by Michael Guy Chislett, © 2012  












































































































































Graeme and his wife Veldra add our faith in support of Christ’s termination of His post-Resurrection appearances to where the Lord returned to heaven, just as He informed His disciples He would. We read from Acts 2:34; Ephesians 4:8-10; Revelation 8:4. Scripture described “Ascension” as meaning ‘to go up to heaven’ and “descending” as ‘coming down from heaven’.  Scripture further referenced the word significantly throughout the Old and New Testaments as in - i) Samson’s parents were visited by an Angel of the Lord who after He had blessed them with news of a baby, ascended to heaven from the fire/altar they had built to render Yahweh respect, worship, honour and thanksgiving; ii) David prophesied of Christ, of whom he sang“[H]e ascends the heights after His resurrection and victory over Satan, leading many captives in His train and gave gifts to men generously, even those who once were rebels - which meant that God frees His people [the followers of the Lamb slain] and crushes the enemy; iii) David spoke of the Lord after His ascension whom Lord God directed “[S]it here at My right hand until I make your enemies your footstool”; iv) Agur wrote in his Proverb “[W]ho else but God ascends and descends heaven, who holds the wind in His fists, who wraps the oceans in His cloak, who but God created the world - if there is any other, what is his name - and His Son’s name - if you know it?”; v) the Saviour explained to Nicodemus, a teacher of the law, that knowledge was not Salvation and only He the Messiah had come to earth with Salvation and He would ascend to heaven [which He did]; vi) the resurrected Saviour explained to Mary at the empty tomb, that He was still to ascend to His Father in heaven and would thereafter meet with His disciples - which meant that He ascended, descended and ascended again; vii) Paul picked up the ascension theme with a technical note attached, that to ascend meant Christ first had to have come down from heaven to the earth and its lowest part [He preached to souls in hell and hell released them] but then He ascended again that He might fill all things everywhere with Himself from the lowest to the highest which further meant that there is Salvation hope for every tongue, culture and creed; viii) upon the Lord God’s supremely holy Altar, Christ made a once-off Sacrifice for all the sins of mankind where, He asked the Lord God to forgive mankind their sins, which further translated their sins were removed permanently and that God never discriminated against anyone on the grounds of race, s-x, wealth or past performance but that we must remain faithful to God throughout the generations. This was seen in a vision by John where the prayers offered under the auspices of Christ the Saviour’s name, ascended to God and were answered with the mightiest earthquake ever known to man; ix) the two mighty prophets of God that evil men in Jerusalem will kill in the future, will arise from the dead after three days and ascend into heaven in a cloud in full view of their enemies; x)  the angel bearing the great Seal of God placed His Seal upon the twelve tribes of Israel - and note carefully the tribe from whom Christ came [and us in Him] is there too, then the angel ascended into heaven which meant that the protection of God, Christ shouldered the responsibility to see that it is done since a ‘sealed document protected its contents’ during the Judgment; xi) Christ, after Calling Nathan who was impressed that the Saviour had ‘seen him under the fig tree’ before the day He met him and to add more spice, the Lord Jesus stated that Nathan would still see “heaven open and the angels of God descending and ascending” to serve Christ1 - where Paul later inscribed, He who fills2 all in all, everywhere. ANY PERSON from any nation who volunteers to be saved in order to be filled with the magnitude of the Saviour’s hope, Love and joy for your soul - you must repent of your sins and ask Lord Jesus for His Salvation to save you; and thank Him thereafter.    





Footnotes





1	See [Jdg 13:20; Ps 68:18; Pr 30:4; Jn 1:51; 3:13; 20:17; Ac 2:34; Eph 4:8-10; Rev 8:4; 11:12].


2	Scripture cited the word “fills” at various junctures as in – i) a cloud of glory fills the hearts of the Lord’s faithful ones; ii) those who share Christ’s values, heavenly perspective and His authority of the 	Word of God, He who ascended into heaven, ensures are filled with overflowing hope in the Spirit’s power within the heart; iii) the wedding water-pots Lord Jesus directed the MC fill with water 	illustrated the connection with the Vine the Lord God Himself had planted of which Christ was The Branch; while the crowds present had been filled with food and their hunger assuaged, there 	remained twelve containers filled with more “Spiritual food” which most generously meant that the saved were under a kērygmatic onus to ask the “ascended” Lord of the Harvest to ‘send’ labourers, 	to announce Salvation since it was attested there was plentiful food left over to save souls  and to shine Christ’s light in the darkness [Ps 80:15;Ezk 10:2; Lk 10:2;Jn 15:1f; 2:7;Jn 6:13; Ro 15:13; 


	2 Cor 4:6; Eph 4:10]


		


The Blood of Jesus  -  Faith Marck [Official music video] Integrity Music © 2012 
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Graeme and his wife Veldra attend to Christian commentary as we read from the Scriptural account of Jesus the Saviour, during the 40 days preceding His Ascension. The Saviour advised His disciples of His heavenly perspective, that His Ascension was the next step and that He remained concerned for them; His departure would be to their benefit as the Father in heaven would recognize and give effect to the Covenantal agreement between Him and Christ, that by virtue of Christ’s prayers they were granted; the Saviour would be no less active on their behalf, He would ask Father to send the Holy Spirit, who would reveal to them the deep things of Abba Father and Christ’s own mysteries1 one of the pre-eminent components of God’s Love being His welcome to all the nations, whom He loved. Christ’s bodily self-offering had brought mankind eternal Grace before God, secured by the Holy Spirit’s empowerment that would give believers all the advantages of God’s Presence since His habitation would be their daily Spiritual sacrifices as led by the Holy Spirit2. The impact of Christ’s words remain extraordinary in that Scripture revealed in many instances the same pattern the Lord God had stipulated where His Children fellowshipped with Him, this time via the revelation of Christ and the book of Acts was no exception showing the transformation of hearts. We have, however selected in particular one person to comment on at this point and we read from James, starting with Malachi 1:14; James 1:1ff; 2:1-24; 3:1-3,13; 4:4-7, and see that at around AD 49 stemming from Christ’s pre-Ascension personal meeting with James3 his brother to the flesh, it was recorded that James - a) had received Christ as His Lord and Saviour, and due to that; b) his service to Christ became more important than anything else, which was the reason James inscribed in his book the revelatory outworking of Christ, under the Holy Spirit’s guidance made evident in the ‘willingness to please God the Lord’. The book answered perfectly the surrounding debate pertaining to the foundation of Christian faith. James ascertained that nothing could be further gained by self-works, self aggrandisement, gross ostentation and favouritism - all of which were i) never in the public interest, and; ii) outward works via the Law were no longer relevant since they had been fulfilled4 by Christ’s work on the Cross. The scrupulous fairness and justice of the Lord of Hosts5 crystallized James’ thinking back to the years where Lord Jesus had fast become well known far and wide for His fairness, wise speech, good actions, genuine religion and the manner in which His Grace would now take effect in James’ life. ANY PERSON who wishes to know the Saviour, may ask Jesus the Lord to save them by Grace as you confess with your mouth He is Lord and believe in your heart.   





Footnotes


1	The self–revelation of Lord God is always at the Lord’s initiative. Promises of protection and provision came with visible confirmation of the Lord God’s continuous divine Presence. The words of 	Christ were thus of particular import regarding the Holy Spirit as a force in continuation of Grace “..[t]hat He would take of Mine and make it known to you”, confirmed via the likes of – Jeremiah, 	Ezekiel, Joel, John the Baptist, the 120 Pentecostal disciples and Peter’s public ‘Acts’ statement. Gleaned are – i) the practical implication of the steady burning maintaining power of God that 	remained uninterrupted day by day, century by century, eternally; ii) Christ’s Blood of cleansing secured approval with God; iii) the Holy Spirit, when He perceived humility in Jesus’ name interceded 	for the transformation of the heart, see [Gen 15:7; Ex 3:5-6; Jer 31:33; Joel 2:28-29; Eze 39:29; Jb 40:11; Jn 1:33; 17:17; Ac 2 16-21,32; Heb 4:1-3, 14-16; 7:1,15, 26] further citations, see	[Gen 15:7; Ex 3:5-6; Mk 16:19; Luke 24:50ff; Jn 16:26-31; Acts 1:4-9; 7:55; 1 Cor 15:7-8; Heb 7:1,15,26; 1 Jn 2:22-29; 5:5-11 and footnote3].


2	For i) proof of Life and; ii) requisite sacrifices that find God’s approval, see [Heb 11 and Heb 13:15-21 respectively]. 


3	James’ cure for outward institutional ritual was Christ’s Grace, pacis petendae causa - for the sake of making peace and He articulated in his book – i) the law was helpless to produce anything 	remotely resembling Christ’s friendship; ii) the law was categorically unable to cleanse anyone’s conscience; iii) those facing adversity should be guided only by Christ’s wisdom; iv) a phony 	person’s speech revealed their source - e.g. flattering words hid a wicked heart, the metaphor – “..[a]s the nice-looking glaze that covers a common clay pot”; v) the corrupt washing of the wealthy’s 	money e.g., who were quick to make a city [to instill their people] but slow to provide for the poor; vi) the necessity of endurance up to the Lord’s Day; vii) the healing power of Christian faith not 	dependant on human sight but God’s principle of faith; viii) acts done in Christ’s holiness, not auricular faith, see [Prov 26:23; Isa 53:1; Jn 16:14; Ac 23 and Spiritual Belief 2018 pgs 18-22].     


4	Christ Himself pre-warned about the appearance of false Christs and Prophets and stated that God had equipped the Lamb’s followers to perceive doctrinal error; Paul pronounced against false 	Apostles who would try and fool the people “..[a]nd yet why am I not surprised, even Satan masquerades as an angel of light, so it is no wonder his servants do so too”.To Timothy, Paul advised in 	perilous times “[t]here would arise false affections from men sitting right there amongst you” who were essentially ‘a shell’, “[h]aving a form of Godliness” but were troublemakers. Peter, at around 	AD 68 who had heard Christ’s AD 30 warnings, militated against false prophets/teachers saying they were “wells without water” and “distortions” of the basic doctrine of Christ and he further warned 	that if God did not spare the same type that existed before the flood then these would be treated similarly, see [Gen 5:5; 6:8, 13-14; Mtt 24:24; Mk 13:22; 2 Cor 11:13, 26; 2 Tim 3:2-4; 2 Pe 2:1-6].	 


5	The title “Lord of Hosts”, expressly referenced the Creator Lord God, surrounded by His Hosts - who purposed; sanctified; displayed His zeal; He is the King; He is Holy; the name pertained only to 	Him, He ‘sent’; He had control over all His creation, the galaxies, the earth, its galaxy and mankind; He alone permitted the rise and fall of nations and He intervened on behalf of many who loved 	Him. The weight of this designation cannot be underestimated. It is not a stretch to say that James, by his choice of title “Lord of Hosts” intended three modes of thought – he fully intended to claim 	the element of Godly fear due to the power God evidenced so powerfully in His risen Christ; the possessive declaration that nothing and no-one preceded Him; in addition the effect of God’s 	judgment 	against the devil was that His judgment still stands. James wrote during a period of dramatic changes – differentiations between true Spiritual change versus a simulated version; and he 	instructed his readers to obey Christ and listen to the Holy Spirit. As Malachi stated of the Lord of Hosts, “give glory to His name” – God is asking us to worship Him [Ex 3:14; 1 Sam 1:3,11; Ezra 1:1; 	2:64-65; Job 40:11; Ps 27:3; 110:3-4; Isa 1:9; Mal 1:14; 2:1-2; Ro 9:29; Heb 7:17, 25-27; 13:15ff; Js 1:1-5; 4:6-8; 5:1-7,11-20].   


Do Something  -  Matthew West [Official Lyric video] © 2012
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Graeme and his wife Veldra briefly analyze events in Jerusalem at around AD 31 after Jesus Christ’s resurrection and focus particularly on His corresponding meetings with His disciples and others the Lord God chose, who would see Him Resurrected. We read from Ps 110:1-5; Mk 12:26; John 21:1ff; Acts 5:31; Rev 6:16. The Lord Jesus showed the authority in that nothing could halt His resurrection; and it was thereafter the women had run through the streets of Jerusalem looking for His disciples, that the Saviour on them reaching Him, revealed to them the Way forward lay in publisizing, announcing and suffering for the Gospel sake1. Ex post His Resurrection the Saviour prepared His disciples with a few Spiritual truths - i) since He was the beginning and end for all things - evident in the Origin of the Communion Supper - the Saviour enlightened His disciples He was their brother and He was good; ii) He repeated, His Father in heaven had further purposes; iii) the fact that Christ was alive, meant that His treaty [Communion] with His disciples2 could never be broken; iv) there was an upcoming period of publicity they would participate in for the everlasting Gospel sake; v) God’s Love had more than enough power to reverse the values of the world in their lives and with His help, evil3 could be avoided; vi) as the spotless Lamb of God, Saviour prepared His disciples for the effect that His timeless blood would have, in that the Sacrifice opened the way for God’s eternal Spirit to work, in willing4 hearts; vii) the later development of His Word made alive by the Holy Spirit would remind them of all His words; viii) the connection5 in line with the Lord’s determination for a prayer-life guided solely by the Holy Spirit; ix) they would be instruments as they gave Christ’s assurance to all nations, creeds, tongues and cultures of His already inaugurated reign of forgiveness; x) He would function in organic relationship with them as brother but also as their High Priest who would actively hold His obedience before Father God on their behalf to secure fellowship and favour; xi) the Holy Spirit would be a token and pledge that the disciples and future Church belonged to God; xii) the Holy Spirit in instalment power, would function well beyond6 their human limitation e.g. the speaking of various ‘tongues’ at Pentecost that drew hundreds from far distances who heard Lord God’s voice to worship Him - and proved heavenly Father’s support for the Gospel of Jesus Christ whom He sent. ANY PERSON who wishes to know the Saviour who is alive, may ask Lord Jesus, seated at the right hand of God our Father, to save them by Grace as you repent of your sins. 





Footnotes





1	Which meant they would need to stay close and prayer was the chosen open pathway God has ordained. While it is peremptory that we offer praise, confession, and respectful petitions, some in 	modern times believe that our Abba Father wants to hear only certain requests in prayer, however it is a Scriptural truth that God is willing to listen to anything we want to tell Him - and we cite from 	none other than David who expressed himself honestly by asking His Lord to listen to all his complaints. God will always listen attentively. He comprehensively understands those who love Him and 	blesses them and also every country who does good. Jesus the Saviour Himself walked in the principle of candid prayer and taught His Apostles and His Church likewise – Scripture has ensured the 	doctrine has lasted over a two thousand year block of time which is proof that God our Lord is well able to keep His promises, see [1 Chr 5:20; Ps 64:1-2; 1 Cor 15:44; 1 Ti 2:1].


2	With extension to all believers who loved the Saviour and the Church in all nations. Christ remains deeply aware of the context of each person’s life and loves each one through all circumstances, 	see [Matt 26:28; Ro 3:25; 1 Cor 11:25; Eph 4:17-32; Heb 9:14].


3	Gratitude goes out to the Lord and obedient believing leaders in Christ, who stood for His eradication of evil dictators by working alongside the Lord as He made use of meteorology such as snow, 	whirlwind, hail and tempest in taking down gross evil autocrats and wicked leaders of mankind’s history, see [1 Sa 7:10; 2 Sa 23:20; Ps 78:48; Isa 10:1; Jer 23:19; Rev 8:7].  


4	See [Ps 139:10; Ps 23; Heb 13:20-21].


5	See [Acts 16:25] and remaining citations for the reading [1 Cor 16;13; Col 4:2; 1 Thess 5:17].


6	The books of the Gospels were inscribed from at around AD 49 onwards to AD 95 and canonized at a critical point in time amidst fierce opposition, murder and where falsehood abounded, see [Lk 	1:1-2; 10:20; Jn 17:9-11, 20; Eph 6:20; 2 Tim 4:4,13; Heb 10:7].





 Praises Rise  -  Mud to Marble © 2022 


His Name is Jesus  -  Steph Andrews [Official Lyric video] © 2022 
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Graeme and his wife Veldra provide a brief Outline of Scriptural verified facts pertaining to 


the Resurrection of Christ the Saviour. 








Citation�
Scriptural Interpretation�
The Glories that Follow�
�
�
�
�
�
Luke 9:35-44; 24:3�
At the Transfiguration ,“[T]his is my Son, My Chosen One, listen to Him”; the tomb was empty �
Heavenly Father clearly identified with the Lord Jesus�
�
Lk 22:14ff; Rev 21:27�
As the spotless Lamb of God, Jesus would spill His blood for the sins of mankind�
The Lamb of God is alive and sin permanently removed�
�
1 Cor 11:27-23-32�
Believers deeply humbled by Christ’s physical sufferings, administer Communion worthily�
Communion was representative of the risen Lord�
�
Mark 10:31; 1 Jn 5:2�
Christ is able to reverse the values of the world�
What is considered least on earth is greatest in heaven�
�
Lk 18:27-33�
Christ told His disciples whoever followed Him and gave up things of value would be repaid �
The benefits of following the ‘alive’ Jesus Christ�
�
Mk 1:21ff; Jd 24-25  �
Christ spoke and taught with unique authority�
He is Ruler of Lord God’s eternal Kingdom�
�
Mark 1:14-15�
Christ’s message was “new” and He turned people from their sins�
Freedom, blessings and promise are always available �
�
1 Cor 15:45ff�
Christ’s resurrection affects lives�
His Life-giving Spirit functioned beyond our limitations�
�
Mtt 28:5,6; Acts 2:5ff�
Christ’s resurrection was immensely significant�
Believers are assured He will do what He promised�
�
Heb 6:20; 2 Cor 3:17f �
Ex post resurrection Christ the Forerunner presented His body in a new glorified state�
The believer too will receive a glorified body for heaven�
�
Mtt 28:18f; Jn 3:16�
Jesus alone can offer forgiveness and Salvation�
The risen Christ guaranteed believers eternal Life�
�
Heb 7:25; 9:14�
Jesus saves completely our past, present and future�
His Blood is able to cleanse the inner conscience�
�
Mk 12:26; Lk 9:44�
Lord Jesus showed His authority in His resurrection; nothing could stop His resurrection�
Christ is the beginning and end for all things�
�
Mk 5:19; 16:1ff�
Lord Jesus’ goals were to give nations, creeds and tongues freedom from sin on a continual basis�
Lord Jesus inaugurated His eternal reign�
�
Ro 1:7; 5:1; 9:33�
Lord Jesus’ invitation to receive Eternal Life had impact on physical and Spiritual life�
His invitation would be effective through the centuries�
�
Phil 2:12f; 1Jn 2:12f�
Now Father God is at work in the hearts of believers helping them to want to obey �
The “new person” continues in their faith�
�
Mtt 28:5; Mk 15:7 �
The angel spoke to the women saying “[H]e is not here, He has risen just as He said He would”�
Christ alive brings us into Lord God’s Presence�
�
John  15:10; 16:13,20 �
The Lord Jesus talked to His disciples about His death and resurrection �
All believers’ sins are permanently removed�
�
2 Tim 3:16; Heb 5:13�
The Way was opened for Church development in accordance with God’s Word�
Growth away from childhood marks of “poor digestion” �
�
Mk 9:9-13; Ro 11:30ff�
The resurrection of Christ was a key component to witnessing�
Witnessed - Jesus’ power over death �
�
John 6:28-29; Ro 8:29�
The Saviour shared Communion for forgiveness of disciples’ sins �
His Life has superseded the grave�
�
Jn 2:21;Jd 1-2; Rv 19:5 �
Jesus promised all believers would have access to Him�
Freedom to draw solace, direction and guidance from�
�
Rev 22:18-19�
There is a curse upon anyone who adds or subtracts from the Lord God’s Word or Prophecies�
Handle the Scriptures with great respect and care�
�



ANY PERSON who wishes to know the Saviour who scattered the darkness for your Salvation to shine His Light, may ask Jesus to save you by Grace; and thank Him. 


			





This is How I Thank the Lord  -  Mosaic MSC (Acoustic) © 2022     


Hope in Heavy Times  -  Jason Houser, Seeds for Worship ©2021
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Graeme and his wife Veldra celebrate the doctrine of the pre-eminence of God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit’s Love for mankind, evidenced through an amazing feat - the Cross of Jesus of Nazareth who gave Himself as a peace and sin offering, in expression of gratitude, as a means of establishing fellowship between mankind and Lord God and as a means of removing sins of omission, weakness and negligence. We read from Genesis 22:8; Exodus 29:38-39; Leviticus 3:1-4; 4:2; Ps 22:16; 109:4; Isaiah 53:12; Jeremiah 31:31-34; Matthew 27:38; Lk 23:34; John 1:29; 20:27. Scriptural etymology for the word Covenant1 meant inter alia ‘to love’, a “Covenant love” and “to serve faithfully”. Analogous facts placed the Sacrifice of Christ itself at a critical time in mankind’s history. Scripture stressed “times” that pointed to God Himself advancing His purposes in the world, to the time that pertained to the Day of the Lord, with loving expression expressly in the spotless and blameless2 Paschal Lamb3 of God whose Crucifiction at Golgotha4 removed the old Sinaitic Covenant, the Davidic Covenant that linked the Old Testament and New Testament and rendered Christ the new Davidic King on the eternal Throne. It is this Davidic King, the Alpha and Omega who will make His 2nd Appearance under Lord God’s approval, supported by Father God’s angels, at His prescribed time. Of significance are further facts - i) Judas, betrayed the Saviour, however brought not Roman soldiers to Gethsemane but the Temple police and in a classic ‘pointing out’ because Judas was the formal accuser; ii) Pilate was afforded by God several opportunities to make the right decision - his conscience told him of the Saviour’s innocence; Roman law provided an innocent man should not be put to death; Pilate’s wife’s related a dream in a note to Pilate “[l]eave that good man alone, I had a disturbing dream last night…”; Pilate had no good excuse to condemn Jesus the Lord, it turns out he was unfortunately more afraid of the mob than God the Lord; iii) the tremendous earthquake that struck the location of Jerusalem with pitch darkness and many good men and women who had died rose from their tombs, left the cemetery, went into Jerusalem and appeared to many people there; iv) the New Covenant was sealed in Christ’s broken body and in His shed blood for remission of sin, enacted according to Covenantal stipulation and further carried out on the Lord’s Day of Communion that ends in the regular New Covenant meal; iv) the ransom paid by Christ in effect purchased mankind - recognized by God the Lord with promise of fresh expectation in terms of the parousia, that bonded the Church in eschatological expectation. Overarching, from around AD 38 - AD 95 the early Church, the second generation Church and along God’s timeline, the modern Church were afforded special status5 by God. ANY PERSON who wishes to know the Lamb of God who was Crucified to clear all your sins and bring you near to God, may ask Lord Jesus to save you by Grace. 


Footnotes





1	Generally, corollaries to the apodictic Covenant included inter alia  - religious practice; the offering of first-fruit, adherence to the Sabbath; pilgrimage; festivals; ethical and humanitarian injunction; 	protection for those without natural protection; forbidding of excessive severity to debtors; a scrupulously fair juduciary; service unto God the Lord; warning against fraternization with the Canaanites; 	promises – of resurrection; sending of Father God’s Spirit; endurance. Christ honoured the New Covenant – i) Saviour mentioned His death at least three times, aware of His Sacrifice to remove sin 	“in one day”; ii) in His most pressurized moment on earth, under severe duress Saviour exhibited a display of distinctive Priestly protest against Canaanite culture in complete consecration to 	Yahweh’s Covenant terms where he refused the Myrrh-soaked anodyne; iii) the “Lamb of God” took upon Himself the curses of the Law to the death, in order to redeem mankind; iv) in the era of the 	Holy Spirit, itself a term of Covenant, another term of New Covenant evidenced in the believer’s body that was no longer regarded as restrained but enlisted into Holy Service as the very extension 	of the Saviour’s holiness. It is now worth considering how and why the Apostles continually spoke for members of the body living a life of separation for Christ. We really are indebted to Christ the 	Saviour Who has personally seen to it and intercedes in heaven for men and women’s equipping, see [Mic 4:4; Zech 3:8-10;14:9; Mtt 28:11-15 and 19-20; Mk 15:23; Ro 12:1-2; 1 Cor  6:11 15,16; 	Gal 3:13; 1 Pe 2:11; 3:18; Rev 7:9-10].


2	The blameless Lamb was chosen by Lord God Himself. Zechariah’s vision graphically portrayed how mankind obtained God’s mercy. We do nothing of ourselves, it is all at God’s initiative that our 	filthy garments [sins] are removed and God provides us with clean garments of righteousness. All we need to do is believe Christ’s Salvation and ask God to forgive us. When Satan tries to make 	believers feel unworthy, remember the blameless Lamb’s righteousness draws you to the Father in heaven and you can fellowship with Him – the Saviour says so! Scripture related John’s vision of 	the Root of David, Lion of the tribe of Judah where He had personally clothed His Church in blamelessness,  [Zech 3:2-4; 2 Cor 5:21; Rev 3:20-22; 5:5; 19:8].  


3	Every morning and evening, a spotless lamb was sacrificed in the Temple for the sins of the people. Isaiah prophesied that the Messiah, God’s Servant would be led like a lamb to the slaughter. To 	pay the penalty for sin, a life had to be given and God chose to provide the ‘Lamb’ Himself. John the Baptist confirmed the Lamb of God who would remove the sins of the world and in his senescent 	years the Lord Himself permitted John a view into the future where the wounded victorious Lamb of God that symbolized strength, honour and worthiness the Redeemed will sing to the Lamb the 	song of Moses, with wonderful ornateness, see [Ex 29:38-42; John 1:29-37; 1 Cor 5:7; Rev 5:6,8; 14:1-5,14; 15:3-4].


4	Simon of Cyrene helped carry Christ’s Cross at the crucial moment - which emphasized Christ’s humanity and confirmation of accurate prophecies of Christ. Cyrene  [modern day Libya] was a 	land at around AD 26 known to be rich in corn, silphium, wool and dates, see [Mk 15:21].	


5	Legally, God looks at the believer as “Crucified with Christ”. Relationally, believers are one with Christ‘s experience and real life begins as New Covenant participants who ceaselessly follow Christ. 	Paul conveyed the written declaration rendered null and void was nailed to Christ’s Cross and believers need no longer live under sin’s power [Gal 2:20; Ro 7:1ff; Col 2:14; Rev 22:1,3].  





Almighty  -  Chris Tomlin from the album “Take it All” © 2018   


How Deep The Father’s Heart  -  Paul Terracini and the Prague Philharmonic, “A Symphony of Hope” [1985] Thankyou Music  © 2017                 


Thank You Jesus for the Cross  -  Life Worship [Official Lyric Video] © 2021 


All I have is Christ  -  Jetty Music Conference [ft. Bob , Jordan and Devon Kauflin] © 2008
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Graeme and his wife Veldra synthesize, with convocational hearts the central Christian theme of Christ’s Resurrection and its impact upon Christian faith and worship.  Christ was seen in many places ex post His resurrection and caused the glory of God the Lord to come into full view of the world. We read from Mark 14:28; 16: Luke 24:13-35; John 6:40; 11:25; 2 Tim 2:14-19. Scripture articulated succinctly from at around AD 26-AD 95 a number of facts regarding the resurrection itself1 and a promise made by the Lord God that ANY PERSON who believed would be saved; the event was foretold and connected to the Servant of God; it was announced; proof was proffered; the Scriptures emphasized clearly Christ was resurrected and no other; and further there is in the general plans of God the resurrection of all men. The resurrection was foretold in the Psalms at around 1010 B.C. where the anointed David stated confidently that God would not leave his loved ones in the grave or among the dead. Daniel the prophet related as “[m]ultitudes who sleep in the dust of the earth will awake; some to everlasting life; some to everlasting contempt”2. At around AD 26, in the book of Matthew the Lord explained that He would suffer in Jerusalem at the hands of the elders, chief priests and teachers of the law, be killed and raised to Life. The disciples James, Peter and John, as they departed from the wondrous scene of Transfiguration were given strict instruction to not tell anyone what they had seen until the Lord had risen. Saviour detailed that after He had risen He would see His disciples in Galilee. To the Pharisees, Jesus accentuated “[D]estroy this Temple and I will raise it in three days” - which Peter in His Epistle defined as the living Temple that resided in the believers’ hearts. In Acts, as a core issue, Peter’s public proclaimation of Christ’s resurrection meant the large crowds verified his powerful statements regarding the ‘great Teacher’ and was the ultimate sign that what the Lord had spoken regarding Himself had truly happened. Peter explained that by God’s express purpose and foreknowledge Christ was handed over to them who had disowned the Holy and Righteous One, had killed the Author of Life but that God had raised Him from the dead on the third day and caused Him to be seen - not by everybody, but by those God had chosen would see Him.  As the Apostles testified to the resurrection, much Grace3 was upon them. Paul the Apostle in the synagogues reasoned, explained and pronounced “[I] stand here and testify to small and great alike.. I am saying nothing beyond what the prophets and Moses said when they spoke that Christ would suffer and, as the first to rise from the dead would proclaim light to His own people and to the Gentiles” and “[T]his Jesus I am proclaiming to you, is the Christ”. To the Romans, Paul sent a comforting letter encouraging them in the Spirit of holiness saying “[J]esus was declared with power to be the mighty Son of God with the holy nature of God Himself by His resurrection from the dead”4. In conclusion, believers can be assured that God will not forget us after we die, He will bring us to life again to live with Him forever and the power that brought Lord Jesus back to life is available to all believers who love the Lord God and His Christ; and is expressly significant regarding fruit-bearing5 as aligned to the kērygmatic message, progress and personal growth. ANY PERSON who genuinely wants to know the resurrected Saviour who is now in heaven interceding for His Church, may ask Lord Jesus to forgive their sins and by Grace He saves you. 


 


Footnotes


1	Appearances of Christ, to – i) Mary Magdalene; ii) the women with her; iii) two disciples; iv) eleven disciples; v) Peter; vi) the ten, Thomas absent; vii) the eleven disciples; viii) at the Sea of Galilee; 


	ix) James Christ’s brother to the flesh; x) at the time of ascension, all His disciples; xi) Paul at his conversion, in seriatim  [Mk 16:9; Matt 28:9; Lk 24:15; 24:36; 1 Cor 15:5; Jn 20:19; 21:1; 1 Cor 15:6; 	Mtt 28:17; 1 Cor 15:7; Lk 24:50; Ac 9:5; 1 Cor 15:8]; predictions of Christ, see [Ps 16:10; Mtt 16:21; 20:19; 26:32; Mk 9:9; Jn 2:19; Ac 26:22-23].


2	Daniel’s vision was confirmed by John the disciple who acknowledged “[d]o not be amazed at this, for a time is coming when all who are in their graves will hear His voice and come out – those who 	have acted in His goodness will rise to live and those who have done evil will rise to condemnation” and later the Apostle elaborated “[a]nd I have the same hope in God as these men, that there will 	be a resurrection of both the righteous and the wicked”, see [Dan 12:2; Jn 5:28,29; Acts 24:15; Rev 20:15].


3	The entire Gospel of Jesus was conveyed to human understanding - His teachings of His death and resurrection, removal of sin, presentation to heavenly Father God of His nail-pierced hands 	and feet; the request to heavenly Father to send the Holy Spirit who would - convince the world of sin, show sinners God loved them, His goodness was available to them, fellowship was restored 	with God the Lord, they were delivered from Christ’s judgment; with demonstration of Christ’s judgment over Satan, see [Jn 16:7-11; Ac 4:33; 17:2; Ro 11:33; 1 Tim 3:6].


4	Paul believed that Lord Jesus was the Son of God, the promised Messiah and the resurrected Lord. He referenced Lord Jesus as a descendant of King David and in so doing emphasized that Jesus 	truly fulfilled the Old Testament prediction He was descendant of David’s line. With this statement of faith, Paul declared agreement with the teaching of all Scripture and of the Apostles [Ac 2:23-24; 	3:14-15; 4:33;10:39-41;13:30; 17:2-3; Ro 1:4]. 


5 	Anthropocentrically a Covenantal term – for obedience, the promise of fruit-bearing. Having regard for fruit-bearing, the Church was to learn self-control, Spiritual moral fitness, Christian character, 	right living, right relationship with God and the brethren, right doctrine, appropriate civil duty; in the Church itself - proper organization, discipline, relationships that involved volitional, intellectual, 	emotional and now Gk. kardia  –  God’s law within with the heart that was to reflect Christ’s heart of love - all gleaned from the Character of God the Father, as Christ our trustworthy Leader set both 	in His example and teachings, see [Jer 31:33; Mtt 28:5-6; Mk 1:8; Jn 16:6ff; Ro 8:29; 1 Cor 1:2; Titus 1:1-4; 2:1-8; 3:1-8, 13-14]. 





In Jesus Name, God the Possible  -  Katy Nichole [Piano version, official Lyric video] © 2022 





The whole structure of faith rests upon the resurrection of the Lord Jesus who initiated a new era of Spiritual conscience
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Graeme and his wife Vel bring clarity to Scripture’s appeal for the spread of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, in an uncomplicated configuration of  -


A) Origins of the Good News at around AD 38; B) Applicative spread of the Gospel; C) Prospective spread of the Gospel –





											


A	Origins


	Genesis 12:3; Isa 11:1	Salvation is for all peoples 				- The Messiah would be greater than the original Tree and He will bear much fruit


	Acts 13:46		Salvation Jesus Christ preached first to the Jews		- God planned that through the Jewish nation all peoples of the earth would know Him


	Acts 1:8			How the Apostolic Gospel spread			- Spiritual power involved courage, boldness, confidence, insight, ability, Spiritual authority


	Acts 2:7-11		God prepared a way for it to spread			- Jews that were widely dispersed came back and took the Gospel back to their lands


	Acts 6:7			The ever-widening spread of the Gospel			- Many Jewish priests in Jerusalem were converted too


	Acts 8:1-4			Persecution was a conduit to its wider spread		- The Christians moved from Jerusalem to outlying locations, Judea and Samaria


	Acts 10:1			Cornelius’ conversion instrumental to its spread		- Palestinian Caesarea, Cornelius soon returned to Rome as a relevant witness to Christ


	Acts 17:6			It turned the world upside-down			- The power of the Gospel caused an upheaval within hearts


	Acts 24:10-19		Resistance -  a false curial pleading with no witnesses	- Paul was more concerned for hearts unsaved; God guaranteed safe passage for Paul		


	2 Cor 11:23ff		The Apostles sacrificed much for it			- Extraordinary Spiritual power assisted the Apostles to overcome





B	Applicative


	John 3:8			Don’t assume someone won’t respond to the Gospel	- The Holy Spirit works in ways that are unpredictable, be faithful to Lord Jesus


	John 4:15			Sharing it doesn’t always have immediate results		- Some people think about the Good News and accept Christ thereafter	


	Acts 2:38-39		The appropriate response to it			- To receive Salvation you must turn from sin and receive Christ, then be baptized by water


	Acts 6:7			How you can be part of its spread			- Believers impact lives around them and particularly as the world becomes chaotic


	Acts 10:34		It has power to bring all nations together		- God was making it clear that His Gospel was to go to all the nations


	Ro 1:16-17		Why we are never ashamed of it			- Focus on God, Who He is and Whom He sent to bring mankind Salvation


	2 Cor 4:5			Don’t distort it to please the audience			- What Christ has done for mankind so that God might be approached, is rare indeed


	2 Cor 2:14-16		You can’t control people’s reaction to it			- To God, the believer is a beautiful fragrance; His Spirit working in us produces a sweet aroma


	2 Cor 11:6		Content of the Gospel is more important than presentation	- Paul was a brilliant thinker not a speaker; who realized that Gospel content counted most


		


C	Prospective 


	Phil 4:23			It has Universal scope				- Blessings to a church made up of many nations who worked in unity and set an example		


	1 Thess 1:5		It changes lives					- The power of the Holy Spirit convicted them of sin 


	Philemon 1:25		It changes social structures				- Blessings of Christ crossed racial barriers as the elite’s servants gave their hearts to Jesus


	Gal 1:7			Detecting them who twist its truth			- Nothing must get in the way of God’s simple truth of Salvation; test everything with the Word


	Mtt 10:14			Doom at God’s time for those who reject it		- Separation from God is going to be dreadful; use the opportunity now to accept Jesus as Lord


	Mk 6:4			Responsibility to share it				- Commitment to share God’s Gospel must be pre-eminent in one’s obedience to Christ


	Lk 24:25-31; Isa 53		Be reassured, Prophets prophesied of the Gospel 		- They prophesied of the Saviour particularly of the Suffering gentle Servant eternally purposed


	Jn 4:1-14			Cross all prejudicial barriers in order to spread it		- No-one is precluded from the Gospel of God’s Love and Salvation


	Hebr 10:26		Will those who refuse Salvation be saved?		- Understanding Christ’s atoning work - if He is deliberately rejected, nothing else atones or Saves


		


ANY PERSON who genuinely wishes to ask Jesus the Saviour to save you, must pray for Salvation. Believing God exists is only the beginning - even the demons believe that much. God wants a personal dedicated, life-transforming committed relationship with you - if you sincerely look for Him, you will find Him, He promises you that.





Hidden  -  Will Reagan [Official Lyric Video] United Pursuit © 2015  [(] 
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Graeme and his wife Vel proffer a brief discourse on the wider lesson on Job’s perspective of the Sovereignty of the Lord God. We read from Job 1:1-13; 36:26; 37:14,23; John 11:25; Romans 8:29-30; Revelations 19:16.  Job, a servant of God, lived in the patriarchal period from at around 2000 B.C. - 1800 B.C before the formalized Law and a mark of the patriarchs was often the guidance of the Lord in “[m]ove away from your comfort zone”. In addition we parallel the truths learned in respect of Christ’s adherence to matters of the heart before God that the Apostles applied to the New Testament Church. In the account of the wealthy and blessed Job it was written, he - i) acted as priest and offered sacrifice1 to God to ask God for forgiveness for he and his family’s sins; ii) he feared God with his worship, respect and obedience; iii) he stayed away from evil and did not allow sin to creep into his life or temptation to overwhelm him; iv) Job had a heart of devotion towards the Lord God; v) Job called himself a righteous man not because he was sinless, but because he had a right relationship with God. Job’s faith however was severely hit2 and in frustration he jumped to a couple of hasty and erroneous conclusions about God, although he set his friends right regarding procedural matters [Job 6:29-30]. The Sovereign Lord was fully aware of Job’s encounters, evidenced by Job’s deepened grief, emotive miseries and incredulous outbursts and it was commended that he had never once lost his faith in God. The Lord God questioned Job’s knowledge of His Sovereignty, revealed and illustrated - i) no-one can counter it; ii) God worked His Sovereign Plan through nature on and above the earth, the animal, the biological kingdom and through people He led3, with whom He fellowshipped; iii) the core matter of correction from the Lord came down to the fact that Job needed to gain proper perspective4 of the Lord’s Sovereignty, and; iv) the Lord never made a rash vow but fulfilled His plans at the right time. Once the Lord had received Job’s sacrifice for sin via himself and his friends, the Lord restored twice-over to Job. The book of Job is intimately tied to the New Testament where Job’s questions and problems are answered perfectly5 in Jesus Christ the Saviour and the eschatological Church cognoscitur sociis, composite in Christ finds her answers to questions like “[D]oes adversity destroy a counterfeit faith?” and others6. We conclude with an encouraging note - give God time to reveal His greater purposes to you and remember they may unfold over the course of your entire life.  ANY PERSON who wishes to know the Lord Jesus who saves you from judgment and can help you find the Lord God, need only ask the Saviour for His Salvation, repent of your sins - and thereafter, never doubt God’s purpose for your life but regularly say “thank You”.    


 


Footnotes


1	Myriads of angels praised the Lord God notwithstanding, the earth, all its creatures and everything that has breath - which meant God in His purity and power was beyond all compare. The 	patriarchs were taught this and a mark of their learning from God was that there was a set pattern in the approach to praising God, with blessings following obedience [Job 38:7]. 


2	On a proper analysis, all God’s servants kept His laws. Job’s greatest trial was not the pain of loss but that he was unable to understand why God permitted the events. Remember Job sacrificed to 	God often because his faith was grounded on God’s reassurances and promise to go with Job throughout his life and take care of Job. To experience fear is normal however Scripture sternly shows 	us that where one begins to question the Lord’s promises and providence then He will intervene to lovingly teach the appropriate responses to life. In spite of his loss Job never gave up hope ‘[O]h 	that I could write my plea with an iron pen in a rock forever” was Job’s plaintiff opine that revealed his knowledge of the “appeal” - for some sort of retribution or relief. Job conceded “[I] know that my 	Redeemer lives, that He has a greater plan for my life”. The lesson God taught Job was that God was in control – He directed, preserved, maintained a created order with His majesty over intricate 	parts of His creation and He divinely governed all the affairs of people.To the point - the Lord was all Job ever really needed, see [Job 19:25-27; 37:21-24; Ps 119:50-56]. 


3	Ezra, a lawyer at around 450 B.C. was particularly aware of the Sovereignty of God and he put it this way, “[t]his has been my practice, I keep Your precepts”. Ezra was witness to heathen turning 	their hearts to live under the Lord’s Sovereignty. Paul the Apostle confidently related the Lord’s Sovereign decision that man be transformed into the likeness of His Son was not an afterthought at all 	and it is here Paul encouraged the Church, locked into the Lord’s time, to celebrate the plan of our God the Almighty who gave us humans who believe, right standing and filled us with Christ’s 	goodness – a cause to rejoice, thank Him with a joyful and festival heart, see [Ezra 6:14; Job 36:26; Ro 8:29; Rev 12:10;19:6]. 


4	The Lord God’s profound questions challenged Job’s faith in that - to have a correct set of doctrines was not enough; to know what to believe was not all that was required to live rightly; truth un-	challenged by life’s experiences would become static and stagnant; however suffering as permitted by the Lord, brought a dynamic quality and weight to life’s experience, just as drought drove the 	roots of a tree deeper to find more water. Even though Job felt the Lord was far away, the Lord was very near and had heard the interaction between Job and his friends. It is noteworthy that Job’s 	friends initially came and sat wordless because Job was in a state of mourning which meant they traditionally waited until he spoke, see [Job 6:29-30; 7-22-22; 38:12-14; 38:31-32; 40:6-14; 42:4-5]. 


5	The believers’ faith was put to the test at God’s discretion; and while it is commendable to demonstrate trust in the good times, the real trust developed where believers continued throughout 	difficult times. It is there one’s faith is tested and God is glorified. Our suffering, like Job’s may not be the result of our sin, but we must be careful not to sin as a result of our suffering. Eliphaz’s 	comments illustrated a view of discipline that has been almost forgotten today – pain can help us grow, not discounted by John and Paul who remonstrated that in our weakest moments Christ’s 	power over weakness can be palpably seen and it certainly deepened our worship of God and affirmed His strength, see [Job 5:17-26; 6:8-9; Eccl 3:11; Jn 11:14-15; 2 Cor 12:9].  


6	“Who can help us approach God?” Is there life after death? Is there One in heaven working on our behalf? Is there One who can save us from judgment? Where can we find God? What is important 	in this life? Citations that assist us in Job [9:23,33; 14:14; 19:25; 23:3-5; 40:4-5]; citations in the New Testament in seriatim [1 Ti 2:5; Jn 11:25; Hebr 9:24; 7:24-25; Jn 14:9; Mtt 16:26; Jn 3:16].


		


Let the Nations Be Glad  -  Matt Boswell, Getty Music © 2019  


Real Love  -  Blanca, Wow Hits Deluxe Version © 2019  
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1. Matthew 1:1-2,17; Luke 3:23-38











2. Hebrews 7:4














3. Matthew 8:11; Luke 13:28; 16:23-31














4. Luke 1:55,72-73; Acts 3:25; 7:17-18;


Hebrews 6:13-15














5. Acts 7:2-8; Ro 4:6-8; Galatians 3:6,13-16; 


James 2:21-24














6. Romans 4; Hebrews 11:8, 17-19; 











7.Romans 9:6-8; Galatians 3:7-9, 14-29


Hebrews 11:17-18
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5. Abraham believed and it was accredited to him as righteousness








6. Abraham “went out not knowing where he was sent” and was blessed due to his faith 








4. God kept His promise to show mercy to Abraham and Abraham trusted God








Christ’s birth fulfilled the promise to Abraham of God’s Mercy shown; Christ was a Son of the Covenant with Abraham; Christ obtained Mercy by His Blood in the New Covenant that takes away our sins from before Abba Father.








Lord Jesus significantly cited confirmation of the Universality of the Love of God to the Gentiles who by faith in Christ are part of Abraham’s blessed seed and will see him later on.








Graeme and his wife Veldra provide synopsis for the Scriptural theme “The House of God” and further examine the important safeguard prayer and unity of hearts was to the Church aligned to the principles laid down by Christ. We read Isaiah 6:5-8; Jeremiah 12:1a,3a; Matthew 6:9-13; Acts 2:42-44; Galatians 4:26; Revelations 22:3. The Old Testament carefully noted facets of early house structures, houses of abomination and distinguished them from the glorious “House of God”1. The Patriarchs, fathers in their own houses invoked the name of the Lord with un-mistakeable directness, familiarity and gratitude. The extraordinarily courageous and gifted Judges with their army-bow prayers2 under a litany of Canaanite events ruled against Canaanite cities - a land where promises were often broken. At this point, the Lord made assessments of each Tribe’s obedience and found some had patronally turned to Canaan. At around 1010 B.C. David, through unrelenting trust offered prayerful sacrifice in the House of God that he connected to the Will of the Lord - evidenced in the gracious response from a generous, powerful Lord God Almighty. Solomon ‘blended’ God’s wisdom with other religions at the Temple of Jehovah and amassed colossal personal wealth, more than any man ever in the world. Pre-exilic, the revelation of God combined with their intercessory prayers, Yahweh’s prophets saw as essential to their reception of the Word of God; and Post-exilic, undoubtedly a palpable framework of devotional prayer was exemplified in Ezra and Nehemiah who built at the Lord’s pleasure, the Temple of God with its social aspects and instructive prayer3. Prayer that pertained to the House of the Lord, Jesus the Saviour richly embodied - i) His inculcation to prayer and confidence in the Father’s generosity; ii) the unjust Judge who called for tenacity and continuity in prayer [parable]; iii) Father’s delays to some prayers deepened and developed the believers’ faith; iv) humility and penitence as a pre-requisite for prayer; v) a forgiving Spirit, a necessity; vi) simplicity of heart, motive and sincerity in each believer was analyzed by the Lord at His discretion; vii) the Apostles’ watchfulness4 as principled obligation united with sleepless vigilance; viii) God’s set pattern for petition was pivotal in respect of invoked assistance; ix) prayer was offered to heavenly Father in the name of Jesus and prayer directly to the Saviour was authorized; x) Christ’s pinnacle of prayer and forgiveness enabled the early Church. Paul’s insistence upon prayer he bonded to Christ’s Spirit; in addition, the author/s to the book of Hebrews, James and John5 contributed significant insights to God’s House of Prayer. Factors fundamental to abominations before the Lord were images, wealth from idol worship and unauthorized6 expedited rites within the House of God such as - i) Canaanite abominations that the Judges addressed at around 1367 B.C. and; ii) Solomon’s ‘blending’ of Yahweh’s religion with personal gain at around 991 B.C. ANY PERSON who wishes to know the Saviour may ask Jesus the Lord to forgive their sins and begin a prayer life with Father God by praying the Lord’s prayer daily with thanksgiving. 


 


Footnotes


1	Pre-Ghassulian at around 5000 B.C. generally a house of one-structure and two rooms existed at Jericho. The Chalcolithic period incorporated artistic representations on house walls.  The Bronze 	age, 3000 B.C., the Apsidal [arched] house with beams emerged. The Middle Bronze period, Moses obeyed the instruction “take a lamb in the house of your father” and the Davidic definition in the 	iron age at around 1000 B.C. propounded a “building for a family” and respect for God’s Temple, where the glorious Presence of the Lord filled “the House of God” accompanied by trumpet 	obbligatos. Divine characteristics related to qualities of truth, honour, mirth and pleasantness. Christ’s written cause celebre – “[M]y Father’s House will be called a house of prayer” addressed mis-	use and exploitation of Father’s House, and; Saviour ‘s first hint He knew He was God’s Son, see [Gen 28:17; Ex 12:3; 20:17;1 Ki 7:12; 2 Chr 5:14; Zec 14:21; Mtt 21:13; Mk 14:32; Lk 2:49; Jn 2:16; 	10:30; 14:2; Ac 7:20; 2 Pe 3:13; Rev 13:1; 18:23; 19:20].  


2	It is noteworthy that God’s Judges helped achieve much and in the 4th servitude, the Lord Called Gideon J who was secretly and rationally threshing wheat, because if he had stood on a hill where 	the wind could blow away the chaff, he would have been an easy target for bands of raiders who sought to over-run the land. Firstly, Gideon reported to the Lord of the great setbacks due to rife 	paganism – that were actually due to calamity brought upon themselves. Nevertheless, it had been 200 years since a miracle had been seen [the parting of the Jordan river] and the people had 	integrated into paganistic lack of effort. Secondly, the Lord announced a task. Thirdly, Gideon,with astute, biological thinking requested assurance of authenticity, whose request involved something 	the wonderful Covenant keeping Creator God worked with pleasure - use dew in nature as proof of His Presence, see [Jud 6:11-30].


3	See [Ezr 7;27; 9:6-15; 10:1; Neh 1:5-11; Dan 6:10; 9:4-19] and citation for the Church [Mtt 6:9b; 7:7-11; 9:27-31; 18:19-35; 24:41;Mk 9;23; 12:38-40; 13:33; Lk 18:1-8, 10-14; 23:46; Ac 1:4; Gal 4:6]. 


4	God’s plans are important. The House of God was built on reciprocal respect and none other than Christ Himself. Paul aptly progressed this concept – everything in Christ, for Christ, to Christ, from 	Christ, of Christ. The Lord hid His mysteries from the worldly - but the Church needed Christ’s leadership to guard and guide them and it is trite that our Father in heaven [who alone was Sovereign 	over time and knew when the “end” would come] knew the best Gift to give to the Church at Christ’s ascension and showered blessings on her far beyond any human standard - that glorified Christ’s 	name since the Mercy seat was embodied by “the Treasure Christ” in the flesh; for the Gospel’s sake, Father God’s Kingdom comes to pass on earth; that believers would find acquittal before the 	Son of Man at Father’s prescribed time, see [Dt 34:9; Mtt 11:25; 24:15,23,35; 26:41;Mk 13:32; Lk 11:11; Jn 6:33-35; Acts 5:28;1 Cor 6:20; Gal 4:6; Eph 3:21; Phil 3:7; Ac 17:3; 2 Cor 8:23].


5	See [Heb 4:4-16; 5:7-10; 6:19; Js 1:5-8; Jn 10:25-30;1 Jn 3:21f].


6	Deuteronomy, written between 1445 B.C. and 1406 B.C. reminded the Israelites of the ratification of agreement with God, one of the terms being the 2nd Commandment with reiteration to not 	touch the silver and gold of idols. Real life – which is where the Lord God lives and breathes - is not dependant on looks, what one eats or drinks, where one goes, or even what business one 	commanded but on sole commitment to the Lord and reverence for His Tabernacle. Canaan’s wealth emanated from idol worship; Solomon’s ‘house’, relevant to his personal royal building program 	of storehouses, preserved rich artifacts, hypostyle molten gold, bronze and ivory - patent insulation from the poverty of much of Solomon’s population, all of which was buried deep inside Megiddo’s 	stepped trenches [Lev 26:1; Dt 7:25; Amos 6:4-6].	*All I have is Christ  -  Jetty Music Conference [ft. Bob , Jordan and Devon Kauflin] © 2008
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The Lord God honours those who put their trust in Jesus Christ, our High Priest who lives eternally and whose daily pleadings to the Father in heaven are for our progress. 








3. Abraham’s God blessed those of Abraham’s seed








7. Abraham was righteous due to his faith and the gospel of God’s love to all the nations was preached to him “..[f]rom your seed”. 
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Graeme and his wife Veldra humbly discuss in Part IV, leadership that pertained to established governments and we read from Deuteronomy 16:18-22; Daniel 4:34-35; Romans 13: 1-7; Hebrews 10:23-25; 2 Thessalonians 2:8. Scripture demonstrated across a broad canvas, many earthly authorities who kept society stable, well regulated, citizens fairly treated and were categorized as good rulers1 upon which God Almighty exercised Sovereign blessings. Moses, after episodes of promises, failures, victories and embarrassments in the desert, while standing at the border of the Promised Land reviewed the mighty acts of God for preparation of entrance2 and noted that the requirement was to serve and obey. Jonah, at around 793 B.C. prophesied “under protest” at the universality of God’s Love. The Lord led him to finally connect the confession of a wicked nation to the Lord’s Mercy and it bears remembering - that even though the world fails Him, the Lord God would certainly spare every nation who chose a fresh chance to do good [2 Kings 14:25]. Joel’s prophecy of the Promise of God to give His Holy Spirit was central to individual deliverance after great judgments, where each heart would receive such a precious Gift after national mourning for sin [Joel 2:28-29]. Amos, one of a galaxy of messengers from a new school of prophets and outspoken farmer for God’s truth, tried to rouse God’s people to a sense of emerging danger. Hosea’s imagery and mode of thought illustrated the magnificent power of God’s Love to restore. The major domo conclusion of Micah, centered on One called the Prince of Peace who would on behalf of Jehovah, in one day bring peace and restoration to bless the nations. Nahum demonstrated God as a Judge who decreed in terms of good nations and pronounced against wicked nations. Zephaniah predicted that a nation’s “indifference to God” was not a good idea and Habbakuk particularly intoned faithfulness to the Lord God as key component against climates of the rich enveloped in their undertones of wickedness and oppression. Daniel, a model of righteousness, steadfast faith and reciprocal relationship with the Lord, matched persistence in prayer with humble thanksgiving and saw  firsthand the power of the Ancient of Days, who conquered captivity. At around AD 26 the Lord Jesus soteriologically highlighted the concept that all earthly governments existed legitimately by the Will of His heavenly Father, God Almighty, leaving the field wide open for nations to be instruments of peace, goodness, kindness, understanding; and promising they would receive the berakhah of God. Paul’s thorough ius gentium analyses at around AD 57 confirmed Grace upon Courts of law with impact of Mercy and justice; and Peter, about eight years later in his Epistle on wide-spread and state-sponsored civic persecution, raised a call for the Churchs’ honourable endurance. On a conclusory note, the Lord Himself at around AD 95 [about sixty-four years after Ascension] in a vision of inspiration and encouragement via the senescent Apostle John, unveiled the appearance of a hostile government in the extreme, ‘across many waters’ who would attempt to exalt itself as sovereign over all life, that it had overstepped its bounds and was a handmaid3 to evil, whom the victorious Christ dealt with - after He had “caught up His own”. ANY PERSON or nation who wishes to receive the Salvation of God Most High may pray, repent of sin and ask for Grace to save, and begin to thank Him for Salvation.   





Footnotes


1	Metaphorically, the Scriptural word for “ruler” commenced over distinctive civilized periods e.g. when at formation of the first clan and village-head meetings, or neighbouring empires that held sway 	with their satrapies over a region. General spheric terms were  - i) Zechariah’s prophecy of the Servant of God on a donkey’s colt [humble] who introduced the rule of God’s Kingdom; ii) a king’s 	acculturate appointment of Joseph as ‘exalted ruler’ took place where the king realized Joseph had saved his nation “[J]oseph is obviously filled with the Spirit of God - who better to watch over our 	economic well-being?”; iii) in God’s faithful deliverance, who answered the nation’s prayers after the Philistines had removed the Children of Israel’s weapons and left over 40,000 men defenseless – 	Shamgar, a third judge of Israel used his intelligence to the law and helped destroy the Philistines; and Deborah, inspired with awe and wonder at the Lord’s mighty victory sang praises; iv) Daniel’s 	definition of Babylon’s palatial collective of ‘superintendents’, ‘deputies’ and ‘lieutenants’; v) Solomon’s monarchy gleaned from surrounding monarchies that associated with social rank e.g. mayor 	over a city or regional governor that at his own admission caused untold miseries. In the New Testament both imprecise and technical terms were canonized - i) the Lord Jesus Himself at around 


	AD 26 inter alia ordered the “steward” of the reception feast to fill up empty wine jars with water, with good reputational impact for the groom and bridal parties; ii) governors and chief leaders 	regulated 	matters; iii) Rome’s institutional patronage of subordinate procurators and prefects under provincial legate and reward systems, procedurally observed by Paul; iv) Paul’s term ‘ethnarchs’ 	that defined the function of a sentinel [keeper] of Roman incorporeal property; v) the beat of the heart of Saviour‘s brother James was his association with the Lord’s true religion – to reboot one’s 	manner of speech that it separated one from worldliness and expressly glorified God - that required the precise steering and funneling as of a pilot to his ship; vi) finally, James’ conceptualization of 	Church stewardship he aligned to a trustee who ensured compliance of a trust deed over commercial property – a duty of care was owed, see in seriatim [Zec 9:7; Gen 12:1; 41:37-42; Nu 1:14; Dt 	16:18-20; Jer 20:1; Jdg 5:8-9; Dan 1:11,18,19;2:10; 2 Chr 1:2; 1 Ki 22:26; 2 Chr 28:7; Eccl 5:12; 6:1-6; 8:8; 10:8-9; Mk 13:9; Ac 23:26; 26:30; Jn 2:8; Gal 4:2; Ro 13:1-7; James 3:9-10; 4:7].    


2	Was Israel guaranteed prosperity for obeying God’s laws? Yes – but we have to look carefully at what that meant. Health, justice and mercy followed obedience along with the blessing of the 	Presence of God, His wonderful comfort and the resources to live appropriately with kindness to another if one saw a need – and similar instruction applied to the Church of which Jesus Christ was 	Head – we can avoid the misery that results from intentional sin and instead be blessed by God, [Dt 4:40; Hebr 13:15-31]. 


3	For the wicked there will be a general stampede away from the Lord God “[T]he great day of His wrath is finally here, who shall be able to stand?” however for the believers on the Lord’s horizon, 	there are grand wonders ahead - great multitudes from every tongue, creed and culture, after having had their robes washed will gather together at His Throne, see [Rev 6:17; 7:4,5,9].





Pray  -  Sanctus Real  © 2013  


The Greatness of Our God  -  Darlene Zschech from the Hillsong album ‘A Beautiful Exchange’ © 2009
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2. Abraham honoured the great High Priest Melchizedek who lived forever; and was himself honoured by Lord 
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Graeme and his wife Veldra, in Part III of leadership, humbly observe and reference the doctrine of the Mercy of God the Lord Almighty, governing the eras of Yahweh’s people and Christ the Saviour’s local Ministry in the era of Grace. We read from Jeremiah 5:1-6; Matt 23:13; Jude 11; Rev 22:17b. The definition enveloped by Scripture for Mercy was One who was kind, sympathetic, clement, deeply understanding, lenient, full of compassion and there are countless Old Testament resources that referenced the Mercy of God e.g. pity1 for a weak friend all of which were aspects of the righteousness of God. The Lord God pitied the poor and Jesus the Saviour did likewise. This meant that the Creator valued each and every person on this planet irrespective of impoverishment or wealth. He valued each one and any help towards the poor not only brought honour to the Lord and His Creation, it was acceptable to Him “as if offered directly2 to Him”. In all the afflictions the Lord’s Children of Israel traversed, Scripture proved He was with them, leading them on the straight path, showing them pity, pouring Mercy upon them from a Well3 that would never run dry. Nothing, according to Jeremiah’s discourse, closed the door to Jehovah’s acceptance quicker than leader hypocrisy, lying or pretense. Joel prophesied of an outpouring of God’s forgiveness and blessing that would happen only after a genuine show of repentance, since where there was repentance, there remained hope. Jehovah’s special nation of people were to live as the Lord God wanted, which meant if they gave up their sins, they would be saved from corollary judgment - the timeless message was that with God’s justice there were always showers of His wonderful Pity and Sympathy to one genuinely sorry for a mis-step.  At around AD 26 Jesus the Saviour taught, there remained on every believer the onus to show pity to one another, seeing as the Lord Himself had not witheld sympathy and forgiveness from mankind. Upon realization of how complete Christ’s forgiveness4 was - a free and generous attitude of forgiveness should be proffered towards one other and it was not open for any believer to use as license, a frontal attack where it appeared they might have been “slighted” or “offended”. The Lord God’s Mercy and pity had impact in that His servants throughout the ages were guided by Him. He responded to them in principle5 simply because according to predestination, He chose to. The immense devotion apparent in the lives of valuable men and women of faith and their great achievements, would be rewarded - in fact they were already rewarded pars pro toto as their names had been registered in heaven; the New Testament names of the Lamb’s devoted followers would be registered in the Lamb’s Book of Life.  ANY PERSON who wishes to drink from the Lord God’s Water of Life is personally invited to by the Lord Jesus, the Alpha and Omega; however you must be “born again” into Christ the Lord’s Salvation, repent of your sins and pray to Jesus the Saviour for God’s grace to save.  





Footnotes


1	The Most High continued to show pity on the weak irrespective of outward circumstance. Job’s etymology for the word ‘pity’ rested on a kindness shown to a helpless friend. The antonym was one 	who pointed the finger at others wrongly without an iota of consideration that the Lord God was listening. The overarching lesson of Job was to reveal a God who “does not give up”, nor does He “get 	out when the going gets tough”. When we see the beauty of exercising faith in difficult times, we begin to see Who Jesus Christ really is, in His glory. It was not hard to see that at around AD 26 the 	institutionalized theft of people’s earnings at all levels rendered them impoverished and succinctly addressed by the Lord Jesus Himself in a parable that described a “friend” who helped out a host 	at midnight with a few loaves of bread for his visitors. Scripture is telling us how poor these citizens were. In addition, Saviour sounded a frequent note of the dangers of turning away from those in 	genuine need and it is significant that the Old Testament prophets who railed against idolatry were aware that the idolatrous had no peace nor forgiveness = no mercy. Jeremiah at around 753 B.C. 	had insisted the institutions were capable of contrition; and the Saviour at around AD 26 exposed the hypocrisy of institutional religious “rigorists” within their circles and issued woes to them who 	excluded the proletariat, see [Jer 5:1-6; Matt 23:13; Jude 11; see Spiritual Belief 2019 at pg 7].


2	Since mercy is part of the character of God, one who treated others with pity bore the very character of heaven itself. Selfish business practices, profiteering at the expense of innocent customers 	who had been blindsided with an inferior product; plus unfair governing practices all bore the marks of control by the world system, guaranteed by Christ they were choosing to put themselves on 	the path to destruction if they did not change, see [Job 28:8-9; Jer 4:27; 36:21-25].   


3	A ringing note of confidence at the end of Revelation came from the “A and Z”, the Alpha and Omega Himself who continued to show the Mercy of His heavenly Father to every nation, creed, culture 	and tongue, as in “..[l]et anyone who is thirsty, who wants to, come and drink from the Water of Life”, see [Rev 22:17b].


4	The length and breadth of our Saviour’s Love was that He narrowly kept the law, firstly, in adoration of His Father; and secondly, in His endless Love that benefitted the Church richly and clinched for 	them the covering of Father God’s Mercy under His mastery of time. If one had a firm grasp on one’s purpose in-Christ, then when feelings meritorously attempted to sway one, Scripture encouraged 	they would be able to keep their behaviour parallel to God’s Word, see [Matt 15:47; 16:1-2; 18:33-35].		


5	Among the Lord God’s Covenant-keepers His Mercy over-rode emerging human frailty and careless commitment through a designed system of forgiveness and Grace devoid of outward influence – 	Adam and Eve ate the forbidden; Abram lied outright about his wife; Moses bashed the Source rock; Aaron’s weakness permitted idolatry [and idolatrous practises precluded 	forgiveness]; Jacob’s 	sins came back to rankle him; General Joshua was deceived into a foreign covenant; Saul foolishly spared a wicked nation; David, with family troubles, was complicit in Uriah’s death; Bath-Sheba 	erred adulterously; Adonijah, heir presumptive, hoped to draw the power of his father’s army and sanction from the priesthood to endorse a scheme that cost him his life; Eleazar, successor to Aaron 	and positioned significantly within the priestly hierarchy, disobeyed the tenet for separation from worldly influence; Korah was defiant against God’s leaders; Uzzah touched items anointed for the 	priests, arrogantly entered a no-go-zone in the Temple, lit incense reserved to the priestly function that cumulatively placed him in deficit [Ge 3:24; ch12-20; 25:19-50:13; Ex 32; Nu 20:12-29; 26-34; 	Josh ch9; 24:33;1 Sa 15:16-20; 2 Sa 6:3,7; 11-12; 2 Chr 26:16-18].





Father of Jesus  -  Johnathan David Helser © 2022


Behold the Lamb  -  Kristian Stanfill, (Live) © 2019 
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Graeme and his wife Veldra give praise to our Father, Lord of heaven and earth and extend reading into Part II dealing with the leadership of God’s dear Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ, whose purpose as Son of Man in the flesh was to effect Salvation here on the earth. We read from Job 29:16; Malachi 2:10f; Matthew 3:13; 22:29-32; Mk 9:2-8. The Saviour’s leadership was superior to anything ever seen or heard and was validated by two witnesses1 and endorsed at two instances, aside from His birth - in baptism with water and later in His ministry at the bright Transfiguration during Saviour’s consultation with Moses and Elijah, where heavenly Father verified Him and guided the disciples/future Apostles to listen to His Son. The leadership of Christ made a distinction between hereditary sons on the one hand, and true2 sons of God on the other - the latter were baptized in the Father, Son, Holy Spirit and their principles, attitudes and actions wholly reflected His Father’s Will, plus true sons, Scripture advanced, would in troublesome times do what glorified the Father - a clear example taught by the Saviour as He took the Cup of Sorrows and ensured the broadest possible participation in Salvation for the entire human race, including His murderers. Saviour’s leadership was reverently humble and His communications expressed only what was most important3 to His Father. Job had inscribed God in him was “[a] father to the poor and curially4 scrupulously fair to the stranger” - a theme the Saviour willingly took up, directing righteousness on many occasions where He catered for the poor and widows. The Saviour taught from a position of unity, demonstrated often in His depiction that He and the Father in heaven were One with the Holy Spirit. If they were One, then so must the believers love one another since Life came from the Father to the Son and was available as the Churches’ Source5 of Life.  ANY PERSON who genuinely wishes to come to the Father, Lord of heaven and earth, can do so by praying that Jesus the Lord’s Salvation be given to you, and Scriptures states it shall be done.


 


Footnotes





1	Saviour knew the legal requirement for two witnesses to a claim and responded squarely - Himself and His heavenly Father as the two required witnesses, [Mtt 3:13; Mk 10:45]. 


2	Lord Jesus, was a descendent of Abraham’s line and He stated Lord God had purposed through him all nations would be blessed. The Saviour and the Apostles were sons of Abraham and they taught 	that all sons of Abraham should be at peace with each another and never deal treacherously with one another. It is interesting that Paul, a Hebrew of the Hebrews, born again and baptized in the name 	of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit took up the “true son” theme where He illuminated who the “true Israel” actually consisted of -  every believer, Jew and Gentile from every tongue, creed and culture 	who had found peace for their souls in Christ were adopted into the bosom of the Lord God Almighty [Gen 12:1-3; Mtt 17:1-8;28:19; Lk 22:42; Jn 8:41; Ro 4:17; 8:15; 12:27-28].     


3	The Love for the human soul was important to Father God. Malachi the prophet in a period of intense idolatry [remember this was the vehicle whom God called “His own People”] had called out for a 	priest who knew God’s Word, who fed people by God’s Word and who applied the Word to his own daily life. The “purchased” priests of the day and their idolatrous counterfeit faith lived as if God did 	not exist  and led the people into sin e.g. when the wealthy and privileged breached Lord God’s laws, the purchased priests were ‘muzzled’ and looked the other way. At around AD 26 Jesus remarked 	it was much more significant they understand God’s Word and its power and that the Sadducees ought to concentrate more on a relationship with God than on what heaven looked like. Saviour Jesus 	also referenced Himself “the True Shepherd” who laid down His life for His sheep, see [Mal 2:10; Matt 22:29-31, 25:35; Jn 10:11,14; Heb 13:2].     


4	“[I] sought out the case of those I did not know”. A stark yet touching example taken from the Patriarchal period 2000 to 1800 B.C. where Job theJudge states that where a stranger brought his matter 	for adjudication, Job made sure he prepared ahead and gathered up all the facts of the stranger so that an appropriate and fair decision might be rendered, see [Job 29:16].   


5	Christs’ leadership embodied – i) Sonship; ii) obedience; iii) God’s Love for humans; iv) Justice in the Courts of the Lord; v) the Mercy of Jehovah; vi) the unity of believers  [Jn 5:19-26; 13:1,3; Heb 2:4]


	


	 





Open the Gates  -  Jon Egan (official live video) © 2019		


Holy Spirit  -  Bryan and Katie Torwalt © 2020 		
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Jesus Christ, the Seed of the woman, born in human flesh into the genealogy of Abraham aligned to Jehovah’s promise that the world would be blessed in Abraham’s seed 








Graeme and Veldra submit a configuration between the Old Testament and New Testament expounding on Abraham a father of faith 


and the Church made righteous by faith and headed up by Christ - on the ground of Christ’s Work.


[ANY PERSON who wants to be saved may ask Lord Jesus to save you]. 
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Christ is over All the eternally blessed by promise, so that the purpose of God according to election might stand, not of works, but of Him who Calls.
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By faith the Church is counted as ‘righteous’. The law kept under guard those prior to Grace; Grace by faith justifies us and after Grace we no longer have need of the law as a tutor to lead us to Christ. 








1. Abraham was ancestor of Jesus Christ








Christ, raised from the dead, opened the blessing to us by our faith, we are yet to experience the fullest blessing - for now, an instalment.








Graeme and his wife Veldra glorify the Lord, Abba Father and articulate in Part I on Scriptural leadership from the Old and New Testaments, where we read at Numbers 11:22-32; 


1 Samuel 9:11-14; Matthew 10:39-42; John 15:4-9; Colossians 3:15-17; Revelations 8:1ff. Leadership of the Lord Almighty “I Am”, Christ the Saviour and the Holy Spirit was unsurpassed and stood superior to all of God’s Creation, since the Lord had declared “the end from the outset” and will bring to pass what He desired. Lessons learnt from the lives of Godly patriarchal leaders and the Lord’s imbued prophets1 pre and post exile were of immense Spiritual value since their work openly demonstrated the strength of Lord God as He remembered Covenant and brought to pass His great Spiritual doctrines of “election, faith, obedience and promise”. Characteristics of God’s true2 leaders distinguished from prognosticators3 - i) a compelling deep-seated concern for the social welfare of God’s people; ii) interlocking proclaimation and prediction of prophecy; iii) the rising up of major and minor prophets who alerted His people in advance of adverse Spiritual changes; iv) detailed encompassing awareness of Yahweh’s people’s history. The leadership of Jehovah’s courageous prophets was noted for authority and corresponding action. The cumulative effect of their recordals in both Testaments verified God’s plan overarching the eras was a real Spiritual force in re-shaping lives; and in upturning their enemies which God worked by His “finger”- His Spirit.  In the golden era of the Lord Jesus, He was sent with the wider considerations of Salvation and His leadership was an epitome of Holy teaching in word and deed, notwithstanding His open authority to announce forgiveness as the tenet that held Salvation together - “[I] will remember your sins no more” was grounded on none other than the fresh daily Mercy of Jehovah. David’s leadership knew who “my Lord” was and Micah’s leadership took place a few years prior to Isaiah who announced “God entering mankind’s history” at a precise juncture, later prophesied in the leadership of Isaiah that pinpointed the era of suffering Servant Leadership that surpassed all leadership on the Lord’s Created earth. Lord Jesus contained facilitation of the Promise of God to all who loved Him, grounded singularly upon the Saviour’s toils - the Gift of His Holy Spirit who would “clothe the Lord Jesus’ royal priesthood with Salvation” flowing from His pleasant token and pledge that they belonged to heavenly Father. The Holy Spirit turned many to righteousness; inspired hearts of forgiveness; generously gave wisdom; quenched Spiritual thirst; led in Communion; encouraged souls; initiated kērygma and equipped4 the Church with the comforting truth - it is the Lord’s Love and Strength in you that will endure to the end, in other words - the Lord’s leadership [Himself] will endure to the end, that had connection to the statement of God in the beginning where He declared “the end from the outset” and will bring to pass what He desired. On a conclusory note it was the leadership of the Apostles working in tandem with the Holy Spirit of God who assured every saved person that from ancient times the Lord’s Counsel had long-lasting power to remain and as He exercised His claim over Sealed souls that loved Him. ANY PERSON upon hearing this, whose heart is deeply touched by God and wants to receive Jesus Christ’s Salvation may do so - heaven is open, you are welcomed, repent of your sins then ask and receive Christ’s Salvation and visit a Church that loves the Lord Jesus of Nazareth’s name.  


 


Footnotes





1	The word for prophet can be traced to an Akkadian root of a particular early period that emphasized his true nature as – i) one who is Called and; ii) one who stood in the breach and called men to 	God. A prophet could be member of a group or alternatively prophesy singularly e.g. Micaiah son of Imlah warned a king of the danger of going to war and no matter how much scorn was poured 	on his words, his prediction came true under a unique set of circumstances; Hosea was one of a group of minor prophets who addressed sin, judgment, restoration and God’s Love. True prophets 	stressed the influence of anomalous leaderships; and Isaiah, a major prophet at around 740 B.C. sent out a message of “sour and wild vineyards”, intoning a play on words such as – “[I] gave you 	Righteousness but when I visited you, all I saw was bloodshed”. History is littered with worldly leaders obsessed with power who leveraged wealth and business to pay for intensified persecution 	and pernicious propaganda against innocent citizens. Who in the glossy embryonic stage of many evil dictatorships would ever have thought they’d be herded into transportations of evil? [Ge 	20:1-7; 1 Sam 9:11-14; Isa 5:8-25].  


2	Scripture has proved that leaders who do not rule with God’s ethics and morals undoubtedly caused many lapses in civic society and it is trite, the Lord has never left evil unchecked but that He 	saves those who love Him and it is these souls who will rise to meet Christ in the air, body incorruptible, see [1 Cor 15:52; Rev 13-17]. 


3	Anybody ‘paid’ to do such a work called into question whether they had counselled with God and they had not. The Lord Jesus paid absolutely no attention to title, money or privilege when He 	prophesied about the coming evil [that happened] simply because He knew of the future response of the Lord Almighty at the “witness” in heaven and on the earth and proof of God’s response is 	read from Scripture where it was recorded the seventh perfect Seal was opened in heaven and the Holy Spirit-inspired prayers of the saints ascended before God’s Throne accompanied by 	considerable response from the Lord God. The modern Church must [peremptive] pray with thanksgiving; in addition report all happenings to the Lord God, see [Matt 8:22; Rev 8:1ff].          


4	Scripture established the Lord loves all men and women and it is imperative that each believer obeys what the Word says, that you ask God for wisdom in your life and that you listen for the 	Lord Jesus’ guidance according to His Word, see [Jn 15:4-9].  


		


Christ is Mine Forever  -  CityAlight [official Lyric Video) © 2016


Nobody Greater, Searched all Over, Jesus”  -  Vashawn Mitchell © 2022


Stay. Close.To. God.
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Graeme and his wife Veldra celebrate the new year 2022, firstly in the name of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ and secondly, provide an excursus, regarding the divine kindness and goodness of our Abba Father God, where it is observed from the Old Testament [“OT”] Genesis 1:31; 1 Chronicles 16:34 read with the New Testament [“NT”] Matthew 10:18; Luke 2:10; Philippians 1:6 - “[O]h give thanks unto the Lord for He is good!” Two things were didactically distinguished in both the OT and NT - the Lord God showered His goodness on Creation, on good people and on the wicked. Goodness emanated expressly from the Lord God, amply illustrated in His Hebrew language as a complete picture of “good” and translated as “pleasant” and “agreeable”; other lexicons further reflect a “classic beauty”, a “noble” act or the “[u]ndertaking of an honourable1 task”. The essentialia of Moses’ teaching was that the “I am” disclosed Himself so that a meaningful person-to-person relationship2 with Him could take place”. Using God’s goodness as a foundational teaching Scripture broadly established - i) God’s good handiwork included Creation of the earth, His cosmos, botany and biology; ii) Jeremiah remitted God’s goodness as a characteristic motto theme; iii) God’s goodness transformed the “re-born” human soul; iv) the terms of the New Covenant were expressly designed to remove sin and lessen libation; v) the author/s of Hebrews inscribed as a central tenet, Christ’s exact representation of God Almighty who willingly invested Himself in mankind; vi) Christ worked His Father’s Will and Created under Himself an Association never before heard of - His glorious, beautiful, Grace-filled Church who was cherished with tender Love, guarded and protected ferociously by the Lord God Almighty Himself; vii) God’s capacity for restoring gladness went way beyond all human comprehension; viii) New Covenant goodness justified the believers’ escape from the Lord’s Day of Indignation; ix) God’s goodness incorporated the kērygma3 available for every unsaved critic, “[s]o loved He the world that He gave His only begotten Son…”; x) Scripture observed where the Lord withdrew prosperity and allowed asperity, He showered goodness on the believer, embraced by Paul’s full entitlement in his insistence that “[i]n all things is Christ with whom God worked good for those4 who loved Him”. Scripture denoted that righteousness was always identified with the good mantle Christ placed over the believer at the first blush of belief and that the Law of the Two Commandments required active love on the believer’s part . In conclusion, two safety statements, three good truths - a) there is no direct material benefit to doing good however a reward was not precluded by Scripture; b) be found doing the work of the Lord in an offering of one’s time, resources, talent, intelligence, critical thinking and skills; c) Scripture issued a “woe” on them who inverted the divine scale of values. ANY PERSON who seeks “rest” for their soul, if you earnestly ask you will receive Christ the Lord’s Salvation, thereafter proffer thanksgiving and praises to God for His goodness.   





Footnotes


1	Taken to mean “that which moves” in “light”, “gladness”, “fullness and order” and it could be observed - i) the Lord turned to hear those who called on Him; ii) His answers were loaded with the 	future because He is the future; iii) the Lord’s forgiveness was inexhaustible; iv) God pre-destined that fear could never stop His written victory of the Lamb, as epitomized in Christ’s words to 	Satan; v) where surrounded by harm ANY PERSON could call on the name of the Lord Jesus; vi) the Lord in His initiative “chose” the Church as His people; vii) if the Lord seemed hidden, He 	never overlooked injustice; viii) man was pre-destined to work God’s honourable purposes; and exploitation by the super-wealthy was powerless over Love, hope and faith; ix) non-believers could 	be blessed if they acknowledged the Creator who created the heavens and earth; and where they gave to the poor and widows; x) Christ’s royal priesthood, independent of outward circumstance, 	it was written would ceaselessly offer sacrifices of thanksgiving, admiration, wonder, glory, honour and praise  – that made Satan jealous, see inter-related cites [Ge 1:31; 1 Chr 16:34; 2 Chr 	30:18; Ne 9:20; Ps 73:1; 86:5; 104:24-31;107:1; 119:67,68; 136:1; 143:10; Isa 5:20; 14:13-15,22,26-27; Jer 33:11; Mtt 4:1ff; 10:18; Lk 2:10; Ro 1:1ff; 3:12; 8:28; 14:14; 2 Cor 3:3; Gal 6:9; Phil 1:6; 	1 Ti 4:4; 2 Ti 3:17; Js 1:17; Heb 12:10; 13:8-25 plus see Spiritual Belief [“SB”] 2021 pg 33; SB 2018 pg 41; SB 2017 pg 42; SB 2016 pg 6]. 


2	The OT Commandments were without question deeply respected by the Lord Jesus, in fact so much so that He was referenced in Revelation by John as “[t]he Lamb of God, Lion of Judah, Root 	of David who had prevailed because it was written and Who alone could unseal a precious element of man’s future - Salvation. In addition, walking in the High Priestly role and in an extraordinary 	display of 	authority He took by surprise the establishment as He conclusively pronounced, on the ground of the overall words of the prophets, He had condensed the Ten Commandments to Two 	with inculcation to obedience. A believer is entitled to reference the actual Ten Commandments to flesh out in detail what was required; it is completely acceptable in the eyes of the Lord, see [Ex 	20:1-22; Matt 19:17; Rev 5:1,5].  


3	Yeast, in Scripture often symbolized uncleanness, the unfortunate spread e.g. of “obscene luxury, convenience and whim” and sorcery of the false teachers, which the Lord at around AD 26 	noted could affect and lead many astray. Matthew recorded yeast in a positive light by saying that a minor component such as “doing good” was akin to an aspect of the invitation to participate in 	the Kingdom of God - a small and nearly invisible beginning could soon grow and have a mighty impact. This is the moment and the hour for all men and women to be found doing the Lord’s 	good work; and the wealthy could turn it around in their generosity towards the needs of the misfortunate, see [Mtt 13:33; Lk 12:40].     


4	The particular class of relief and goodness offered by the Lord Jesus far outweighed any and all temporary satisfaction. Abba Father’s purpose was that the name of Christ had power to save 	and Re-create, He was sent expressly to overcome the world and allow for Church prayers to be “heard” –  grounded in the power of Christ’s blood and God’s Spirit. see [1 Jn 5:7-8]. 


			 	


La Bondad de Dios [God is Good] -  Blanca [Official video] © 2020 


Oh, the Blood of Jesus  -  Erica Crocker from “Songs for Communion” album, written by Darlene Zschech, Hillsong © 2004


Jesus, only Jesus  -  Matt Redman, from the album “Let the Future Begin”  © 2018
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Bible Readings - Graeme Fraser & Veldra Fraser for 2022. 


The Constitution of 1996 of South Africa, the Bill of Rights enshrines our right to religious freedom in the Bill of Rights and at Chapter 2 section 7 (1) and (2), section 15(1).





Graeme and his wife Veldra continue with the Lord God’s leading for weekly Spiritual Bible reading that highlights He alone is glorious and strong. We have never heard of anyone like the Lord God Almighty, there is nothing like Him in heaven or on the earth. Scripture advises to seek His Face untiringly and bring your ceaseless offerings of thanksgiving and praise to Father, Son and Holy Spirit alone - because He loved the world so much He was willing to share His love with mankind and sent Christ His only begotten Son with Salvation to save. The significance of Salvation pertains to two doctrines - Abrahamic blessing; and the bitter Cup of suffering Christ as a human endured in obedience to His Father’s Plan that drew the Gentiles into Father God’s embrace of Grace across the Lord’s timeline of eras. The Holy Spirit, foreknowing the Gentiles would be included in God’s Salvation, preached the Gospel to Abraham. We publish the facts because He has been good and faithful to grow our Salvation, based not on outward circumstance but on His tenets of love, faith and hope. The Lord God loves what is good, that which is right, true and pure motives and He blesses plans of peace. He demands thorough preparation, fair business practice and is particularly tender where humans are generous and giving towards the poor, the widowed, the fatherless, the weak and the misfortunate. The Lord of lords, the Most High, loves all matters pertaining to the New Covenant agreement entered into between Himself and His only begotten Son, Jesus Christ who tendered God’s Mercy in removal of sin with justification and sanctification, provided for the Church. Abba Father, after Christ’s ascension seated our Lord Jesus in the place of highest honour and highest regard, heavenly High Priest at Abba Father’s right hand, who currently works the terms of their Covenant pledge to make Christ’s enemies His footstool. It is the Lord God Almighty who works on behalf of the Church for whom Christ died - she sings her thanksgiving, rejoices and praises for the rich Creativity, goodness, wisdom and Love of the triune Creator, her protection comes through the name Jesus Christ, continuous Advocate for His defendant showing His blood and over whom His Banner is placed and speaks well of her, see [Genesis 44:33; 49:8-24; Joshua 1:10-11; Judges 4:4; 6:11-12; 1 Samuel 3:19; Psalm 51:10; Proverbs 17:22; Song of Songs Isaiah 40:11; Jeremiah 33:11; Matthew 24:13; Luke 13:24-25; Acts 5:42; Romans 3:28; 2 Corinthians 4:16; Philippians 1:7; 2 Ti 2:22; Hebrews 1 and 2]. 





ANY PERSON who seeks the Lord God will find Him, if you genuinely ask for the Salvation of Jesus Christ. It is appropriate that you recognize you are incapable of saving yourself; that there is no other name by which you can be saved and forgiven your sins by His Grace. Further, please visit a Church in your area and be baptized in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Ghost, who actively follows “Lord Jesus Christ sent in the flesh” and proffer at your Spiritual home, your righteous offerings. 
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Graeme and his wife Vel expedite generously in Part I, the true function and beauty of the Law or Word of God in the experience of the Old Testament [“OT”] Children of Israel and the impact the Law of God had going forward as a life-lesson for future Christians at a later date. We read from Exodus 19:2-3; 20:1-17; 35:25; Leviticus 5:5-6; Hebrews 4:1-3; 1 John 1:9; 3:1; Revelations 14:6-7. For Scriptural reasons of origin, it is pointed out that Mount Sinai was a treasured1 place because it was there that Jehovah rendered His Law and further, where His people learned attributes of His nature and character plus His expectations2 of them as His special nation. The first lesson evidenced was His mighty purpose to show concern and nurturing through difficult terrain, dangers, where men had to show reliance upon Moses and not to their own minds, the ironing out of emerging health matters and many extra problems3 encountered. Yahweh gained for Himself a good reputation as He over-arching taught that a true deep-seated contentment came during the course of obedience to His Covenant - they simply had to stay the Course. Secondly, Jehovah’s laws contained a uniqueness, absent of any arbitrary notes exemplified in the fact that the poor and the powerful received the same punishment for sin, in addition His laws were marked by Justice, kindness and generosity4. Thirdly, the Lord Jehovah built a holy people with respect to purity of worship, repentance for sin, exclusive loyalty and devotion to Yahweh, with motivations employed by Him that kept hearts from becoming dulled in the face of foreign idols that brought Spiritual compromise - circumstances that required Jehovah’s clever navigation. Fourthly, the construction of the Tabernacle as a place of response from Yahweh to His people entailed His minute by minute involvement in their lives with attention to a detailed pattern. Contributions were made pertaining to the men’s strength, the women’s sewing5 and spinning of cloth also conducive to creation of Priestly garments, that all connected to the Sacrificial6 system and duly interconnected to the mighty revelation of Jehovah’s Salvation. Jehovah was greater than any concept or label and He did not de-sensitize His people to the seriousness of sin, but pointed via His prophets to the future time where He Himself would come down and absorb7 sin in such an astounding way, that after AD 26 anyone who believed in Christ the Saviour, were set free from sin. ANY PERSON who wishes to believe that Christ the Saviour extended the Lord’s Plan for Salvation must sincerely repent of your sin and ask Jesus to save you by Grace and He will show you Lord God’s Mercy.  





Footnotes


1	Located in the south-central peninsula of Sinai, Mount ‘Sinai’ was the very place where Lord God met Moses in considerable display of non-consuming firey bush and consequent Covenant. The 	fundamental law [Ten Commandments] was written to teach His people that Jehovah’s guidance and their practical effort was a workable way to live, see [Ex 23:2-3].      


2	Some of the people thought God’s Laws would keep them from having fun however that couldn’t have been farther from the truth. God’s laws freed the people from idolatry with its attached financial 	captivity, God’s laws brought wisdom, joy, warned them away from evil, gave those devoted to them success and guided them with Light along their pathways. Today, New Testament Church  	members are called “Children of Light” the term of which is loaded with everything good the Children of Israel experienced when they obeyed Jehovah the Mighty God - a heritage interestingly all 	twelve Apostles certainly never shrank from teaching, see [Ps 19:7-8; Jn 8:12; Ac 13:47; Ro 13:12; 2 Cor 6:14; Eph 5:8; 1 Th 5:5; 1 Pe 2:9; 1 Jn 3:1; 2 Jn 1:7; Rev 21:23; 22:5].        


3	Some problems can be solved by careful thought or by rearranging our lives, painful as that might be. Other problems can be solved by discussion and good counsel. The Children of Israel learned 	a valuable lesson – when they took their special problems to Jehovah in prayer, He moved on their behalf with benefits of fellowship, Life, food, health, work and friends [Ex 17:2; Mtt 6:9; Jn 17:1 ]. 


4	Moses prayed for those who had hurt him, those who had acted frustrated and angry, those who sought revenge and the few who rebelled against the Lord that brought the entire nation into


	disrepute with Jehovah. He prayed for God’s Mercy to not act on the whole when only a few had disparaged the Lord, see [Nu 16:22-27]. 


5	Attributes women displayed when God’s Presence was with them – liberality; managerial; generosity; kindheartedness; noble actions; strength of faith; wisdom; attachment of the highest praises to 	His name alone [Ex 35:25; 39:2-21,32; Pr 31:20; Mk 14:8, 15;40, 16:9;  Lk 8:2,3, 10:39, 10:42, 11:1; Jn 12:3, Jn 11:20, 19:25, 20:11-18; Acts 9:39; Ro 16:6, 12,15].   


6	The entire system of sacrifice was worthless unless an offeror came forward in repentance and willingness to confess sin. In order to prepare for worship, Moses high-lighted the pathway of 	undefilement, cleansing and straightening out. Festivals widened worship to include open joyous celebration of who God was, with bold, flowing contemplation of His marvellous deeds and 	convocational devotion from His people. In the modern era it remains a vital principle that confession demonstrates a realization of sin plus a simultaneous awareness  of holiness. The entire Church 	is unified by the principle of confession for sin and it assists believers to not take their eyes off Abba Father  –  in Christ and because of Christ [Lev 5:5-6; 11:25; 23:23; 1 Jn 1:9].   


7	The nature of the two systems of Revelation of God differed between the OT and NT – the system formerly, temporary under exclusive Priesthood in undefiled worship emanated from a few sources 	– i) pure sacrifices and offerings; ii) a deeply respected and honoured Prophetic ministry - most relevant that not one prophet could “remove sin in one day” [which takes Jesus Christ out of the realm 	of being ‘only a prophet’]; iii) an earthly ministry tempered by careful approach to the physical Tabernacle; iv) a system that was forward looking towards a better and newer system; v) a Spiritual/ 	human structure to whom Jehovah God responded with magnificent displays of Clouds of Glory that filled the Temple. The latter - i) was a permanent New system; ii) Jesus was/is the one-and-only 	pure High Priest ministering in heaven; iii) His Blood over the Mercy Seat above the Ark is the Passover Blood that ensures Grace over the Church, not condemnation i.e. the Church is “Passed-	over” and not destroyed; iv) Christ fulfilled every law by His pure Life lived and physical death on the Cross, in favour of the New Covenant; v) those who 	love the slain Lamb of God, Jesus Christ, 	may approach Abba Father with “undaunted heart” evidenced in the power of the Holy Spirit’s Truth; vi) the response from the Lord God is - changed hearts and changed lives in glorious kērygmatic 	testimony and display for all nations to see and believe that “Christ saves” in a world that’s becoming more sinister and more dark - and where some nations, indeed, are in a “deep sleep” [!], see 	[Gen 1:3; 2 Cor 4:6; Heb ch 4-5,7-10; 16,22; 1 Jn 1:5; ].  	


Unstoppable  -  Koryn Hawthorne, Wow Gospel © 2019 
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Graeme and his wife Vel, in Part II proffer a précis regarding the true function and beauty of the “Word of God made flesh”, that fitted Christ Jesus - that also was the exposition of the Church - in the bringing of Salvation to mankind.  We read from Leviticus 8:12; Isaiah 40:28-29; Romans 6:16,23; Galatians 6:12; Hebrews 2:10; 1 Peter 1:18-19. When correctly dividing the Word of God, it is necessary to consider crucial factors regarding redemption and the central theme of Scripture both Old [“OT”] and New Testaments, was that God wanted all men everywhere1 to be saved. Mankind’s sinful condition had set him on a path of continued sin from which it was impossible to extricate. In answer to the position the Lord God with pre-planned2 Salvation proceeded to resolve the issue for all humanity demonstrated in Lord God’s two-part response - i) a cost could be paid for the penalty of sin, otherwise known as “a ransom”, and; ii) a substitute could step forward to pay the ransom - pro-pounded as the eternal doctrine of “My Righteousness for your sin” as written3 in the Scroll. The entire OT Sacrificial system of Priesthood/Overseers of offerings, Temple, Law and Ten Commandments was authored for the express purpose of providing a vehicle for the embodiment of the Son of Man, canonization of His officially recorded genealogy and furthermore, the Law  was expressly worded in a particular manner in order for the Saviour to wholly obey4, to the death, that qualified Him to make available Salvation to every nation, creed, culture and tongue. The Saviour performed the ultimate act of redemption that repealed the law’s requirement for the animal sacrifice however still demonstrated one’s need to be saved. Belief in Christ’s resurrection has secured mankind’s sanctification fit for heaven. We preach the Cross alone - succinctly and aptly acknowledged by Paul the Apostle who stated “[t]he fact that I am still being persecuted proves that I am preaching the correct message of Salvation through faith in the Cross5 of Jesus Christ alone”. ANY PERSON who wishes to be saved from darkness, when you confess your sins and ask for forgiveness from the Lord Jesus, He accepts you into His Grace and counts you righteous. 





Footnotes


1	Using Scriptural reference points for Salvation it is noted – i) all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; ii) choose today whom you are willing to serve, other gods or Jehovah; iii) there is a 	danger of the unsaved being thrown into the darkness; iv) the hope of the godless will perish; v) the wages of sin is death; vi) whoever does not believe Lord God sent His Son to save, stands 	condemned; vii) wicked men, if they turn to Christ will be saved; viii) how then shall we escape if we ignore so great a Salvation?, see in seriatim [Isa 64:6; Ro 3:23; Josh 24:15; Mtt 22:13; Job 8:13; 	Heb 2:3; Ro 6:23; Jn 3:18; Ezek 33:19]. 


2	Expiation had a “thing” as its object and sin was the “thing”. If expiation was not appeasement towards a holy God, what then would the consequences be if no expiation for sin took place at all? The 	answer is that sin would remain. However as a “thing” it was possible for sin to be “blotted out” or even “removed” in order for the Almighty God to not see it nor have it count against the believer. 	This meant that the human soul would once more be presented as ‘righteous’ and “with ground to approach Almighty God the Lord”. Paul warned that Christ’s Cross alone has the power to save, 	see [Mtt 20:28; Ro 4:21-22; 8:12-13; Gal 6:12; Eph 1:7-8; Heb 2:10; 5:8-9;1 Pe 1:18-19; Jude :24].   


3	No deeds can compare to that of the Lord Jesus – neither gold, nor crystal, not topaz, no image, no generation. Nothing surpasses the great glorious awesome Plan of Adoption enacted to save 	mankind. Therefore the Scroll was in the right hand of the One seated on the Throne of Grace who when speaking to John the senescent Apostle in his vision, referenced Himself as the Alpha and 	Omega – who was there in the beginning and will see things through to “the end” and again, having regard for the Revelation vision, we are not given the “who” nor the “when” but-for particular signs 	to watch out for and the increasing tempo of ‘secrets’ and distorting conglomerates. Scripture has fully illustrated at countless junctures where men turned from wickedness to God, things begin to 	change for the good, see [Job 28:17; Ps 86:8; Titus 2:14; 2 Cor 3:10; Heb 7:26-27; 9:13-15, 23-26; 10:5-7; 1 Pe 1:18-19; Rev 5:1]. 


4	Jesus the Saviour did as He was told plus He honoured, loved and respected His heavenly Father and His encompassing Law. It was not easy for Him. His life was not a script that he passively 	followed. He was fitted by sorrows yet remained spotless, blameless and sinless. The key to living as obediently as the Saviour did, does not, with due respect mean one must choose 12 disciples, 	perform great miracles or be crucified. We cannot just copy Christ’s life, due to the fact that as the only begotten Son of God, He lived a specific way and in His role dying for humanity’s sins, the 	events took place within the cultural confines of first-century Rome and frankly, His obedience was nothing short of exemplary. One cannot be a servant of God if one is not obedient. It is trite that 	believers have been set free and given Spiritual capacity to obey with all your heart by giving oneself wholly to God, that will not leave one sour in the end. And yet so often humankind’s efforts to 	know our Lord God and obey His commands can at best be described as “half-hearted”. How do you rate your heart-obedience to the Lord? Be candid. There is no need to feel guilty, keep 	honouring God our heavenly Father in loving service to the body of Christ - plus remember to help any person in need who crosses one’s pathway. God is more than willing to give every believer 	power to obey Him so that one can find security in the Great arms of the Love of God [Nu 2:34; Ro 1:1; 5:20; 6:17; Gal 6:4-10; Eph 6:1-2; 1 Jn 2:6].


5	The era for being boxed in to obey a set of rules and rituals is over, because Christ’s doctrinal superiority has now ‘sent’ the Holy Spirit with His Grace - and His Spirit aligned the Apostles’ work 	accordingly as it does our own work way down the centuries to today.The Word proceeding from the mouth of God that formed the earth’s foundation and heavens, Scripture tells us, walks among 	the Churches, Who instructs in the two Commandments, guides, leads and creates within believers’ hearts fruitful elements of love, peace, hope, forgiveness, joy and Who is capable of giving us 	humans a deeper meaning to life, see [Isa 48:13; Jn 1:1; Gal 5:5-6; Heb 1:3,10f].


				 


 Son of Suffering  -  Matt Redman © 2022


Jesus We Love You  -  Emmanuel, Church of Emmanuel [Live Lyric Video] © 2022
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Graeme and his wife Vel celebrate and honour our Saviour Jesus Christ’s history at His Birth, this modern Christmas Season. We read from Isaiah 9:6-7; Matthew 1:20-24; Luke 1:68-75; 2:8-35; Hebrews 13:15. Telling children the story of Jesus, the little Prince of Peace1 this Christmas, brings honour to the Saviour. His history is relevant, interesting and an integral part of the Kingdom of God. At around 4 B.C. the history of Joseph and Mary depicted Lord God’s love and faithfulness upon a remnant2 to which they themselves belonged, where Joseph, an astute and generous businessman willingly obligated3 Himself towards Mary his betrothed. When Jesus the Saviour was born, the angel’s news was accompanied by choirs of angels singing to shepherds “[I] bring you the most joyful news ever announced and it is for everyone. The Saviour - yes, the Messiah the Lord, has been born tonight in Bethlehem and you will recognize Him, He will be wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in a manger”; “[G]lory to God in the highest heaven and peace on earth for all those pleasing Him”. Simeon, a very ordinary man, was a core part of the faithful remnant4 who received Holy Spirit revelation that he “[w[ould not die before he had seen the Messiah with his own eyes”; was guided to the Temple precisely the day Joseph, Mary and the Prince of Peace arrived; and he held the little Prince of Peace in his arms and received a blessing that inspired his praise*. In conclusion, Scripture recorded the Saviour was born through the Spiritual home of a particular line of faithful remnant who were saved with Love from Jehovah God’s judgment and whose generations that were obedient and faithful continued approx. 400 years to the birth of Christ, then further, on forever. We, in the modern era celebrate Jesus Christ the Prince of Peace5, Prophet, Priest, King of Righteousness, Son of Man, King of the royal line of David, Christ, Messiah and Son of God - at our present season of Christmas.  ANY PERSON who wishes to know the Saviour may ask Jesus to save them with His Salvation and give you the Peace your soul needs and He promises He will. 


 


Footnotes





1	Isaiah saw and heard the Lord God’s attending angels praise Him so powerfully, their voices shook the Temple! This is because the Lord God is holy and wholly set apart from all worldly self-	imposition. Isaiah submitted himself entirely to God and six years later Isaiah prophesied the actual names the Lord God would accomplish His Salvation by. Scripture referenced the Lord God’s 	purposes were seen in the remnant who joined the Gentiles to form the new people of God’s Peace. Even the Saviour’s teachings and choice of twelve Apostles was structured upon remnant 	themes, see [2 Kings 25; Ezr 3:2;  Isa 6:3ff; 9:6-7; 6:2-13; Mark 4:18-19; Lk 3:27].   


2	All remnant “poor” throughout Scripture have been closely observed by Jehovah God and blessed with heart and vision strength. At around 753 B.C. Hosea inscribed the Love of God was upon the 	remnant; Zephaniah at around 640 B.C. prophesied “[H]e will quiet you with His Love” and “[R]ejoice over you with singing”; Jeremiah at around 602 B.C. faithfully delivered God’s message of 	commitment to a faithful remnant - in spite of ferocious opposition from their own countrymen; at around 458 B.C. Lord Jehovah’s five-part blessing of Grace enabled Ezra and the remnant with 	favour, clearly shown within two spheres – fulfilment of God’s purpose to save and in the words of King Artaxerxes’ decree they carried safely with them. At that time Ezra further taught the Covenant 	remnant would “[p]ut the laws of God into your hearts”. See also Paul’s birth root and Pharisaical zeal whose genealogy emanated from one of two groups of remnant at Ezra and Nehemiah’s period 	of leadership – Paul referenced himself as “[E]ver loyal to the Saviour”, see [Ezra 6:14-15; Neh 8:1-8; 9:1-3; Ps 119:1-176]. See also our Spiritual Belief 2017 page 27 footnote1.  


3	At around 753 B.C. consummate to marriage, the words “husband” and “wife” were used pre-marriage and “as binding as marriage itself”. The betrothal promise came via consent at a ceremony we 	now-days would categorize as “an engagement celebration” composite with the exchange of many gifts and the future bride’s dowry from her father, see [Hos 2:19-20; Matt ch 1].


4	Simeon’s roots dated back to one of two remnant groups located in the reign of King Cyrus, from at around 559 B.C. to 530 B.C. who conquered the Medes, Lydians and Babylonians [no mean feat] 	was known for his wisdom, tolerance and entrustment of two men, Ezra and Nehemiah to return God’s people to Jerusalem. Jehovah called Cyrus “[a] shepherd of My sheep” and Artaxerxes at 	around 458 B.C. in whose courts Ezra and Nehemiah were both officials at differing times; in the seventh year of his reign as king of Persia, Artaxerxes played a significant role in returning God’s 	“Covenant remnant” to the center of Israelite religious life, in re-building of the Temple and its walls. Approximately 400 years later at the advent of Christ’s birth, three Wise men/astrologers from 	Parthia [a formidable race against whom even the Romans were largely unsuccessful], who had studied manuscripts from around the world and were learnéd in the ancient district of Persian 	administration, at around 4 B.C. followed a Star, located it to Bethlehem and honoured the Prince of Peace with their worship and Gifts. They certainly were wise –  Herod tried to trick them into 	returning to him however they 	traversed 	safely away from him, see [Ezra 6:1-15; 7:1-28; Neh 2:1-10; 8:1-8; 9:1-3; Mtt 2:1-12; Ac 2:9].    


5	Christ’s Peace sings continually over the obedient who have made the effort to please God with thanksgiving, worship, praises and in sharing with one another in a myriad of ways - Christ’s prayers 	sing over us; blessings await us; we have the Spirit from Christ; we are wholly acceptable to God, pure and holy and will rise again; we are new inside our hearts; we are one-in-Christ with all other 	believers; Christ has the lien over our souls; we are “gifts” to God from Christ; we are Sealed with Christ’s Spirit; we are seated with Christ in heavenly places – the Church too belongs to the 	Remnant, see [Jn 17:20; Ro 8:1,11; 1 Cor 1:2,3; 15:22; 2 Cor 5:17; Gal 3:28; Eph 1:5-6, 10-11,13; 2:6].  


	


Perfect Son  -  Doxology Collective © 2016


Angels from the Realms of Glory/Emmanuel  -  Revere Thrive Worship [Official Live Video ] © 2016


Nunc Dimittis  -  Paul Smith, VOCES8 © 2018*					


Let all who please the Lord be blessed with the Peace Jesus Christ gave at this joyous Season.. Isaiah 9:6-7; Luke 2:14.
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Graeme and his wife Vel, from the perspective of their own faith, render at Christmas in Part I the following non-comprehensive analysis of the Incarnation. We read from Matthew 1:18; 2:11; Luke 1:34, 47-55; 2:3-15, 46-47; John 3:16; 4:10. If one used the reference period of eternity then Scripture made it clear that Yahweh’s prophets1, hundreds of years prior to Christ’s birth, rendered announcements of the Lord’s Coming Purpose for Salvation that would not only give mankind awareness of His Word but render him acceptable before God the Lord and carry His believers through into eternity. The prophets introduced a sphere of symbolic action in that the initiative2 for Salvation rested solely upon God the Lord - and already the Shepherd-like nature of the Lord who cared for members of society who were powerless, emerged in the acknowledgement song of Mary. Themes of tenderness, comfort, deep appreciation and faith that embraced the Word of promise permeated the Gospels of Matthew and Luke, who recorded at around 4 B.C. at the event of the Saviour’s birth, the angelic host sang the best of musical songs with the repeated glories of God’s Word that it had not failed to bring to pass His Highest3 purpose - to show His good-will and bless mankind with Salvation and Peace. God Almighty’s quality of promise evidenced in the physical form of a little Child, who to some startled Shepherds sitting outside the city, it was instructed He could be found in a busy Inn - not the palatial side, but on the side of the “least”4, of whom it was later recorded, He enjoyed a reciprocal cherished bond with God, who was fed and watered from the Head and in the Inn, whose glory could be seen in the face of the cuddled Baby born in Bethlehem. ANY PERSON who genuinely wishes to be saved may pray to Jesus Christ who has promised to save you; and your request by Grace will be considered in the fullest terms by Father God as sufficient. 


       


Footnotes





1	Scripture coherently raised the issue that the Lord God alone is the true King and the word “Throne” naturally applied to the Seat of Importance reserved for Him the Creator, His dignity, authority 	and all the good that came to pass from His Words, including the revelation to mankind of the most wonderful facet of His Kingly nature in that He chose to bless those with less power or influence 	than He, which is why the angels sang of His goodwill, see [Isa 7:14; 9:6,7; 12:3; 60:1; 63:1; Zec 14:8-9; Mtt 8:27; Lk 1:47-50; Eph 1:22; 1 Pe 3:22; Rev 4:2,11]. 


2	Paul the Apostle at around AD 51-52 elaborated on the gift that was Eternal Life and attested to it being indescribable and along with Christ given to man by God, came many other gracious gifts [Ro 	6:23; 1 Cor 7:7].


3	Covenants with the Lord God made no provision for “an end date”. Through an offering called the Memorial Offering [the jussive form of verb being “a written representation made to One in 	authority”] that commemorated it with bread sprinkled in the sweet, woody, fresh lemon notes of Frankincense taken from the star-like flower of the Boswellia tree, baked and proffered over an 	eternal flame on an altar [that in itself demonstrated a longer purpose], initiated by God and maintained by His Priesthood. The “live coals” illustrated the everyday eternal Presence of God, available 	in the five-fold blessings of Leviticus. Scripture articulated the Offering as distinctive in that it embodied the “Everlasting Covenant” – a Covenant that lasts into eternity. The following is apt -  i) the 	Memorial Offering spoke to the full conspectus of Lord God’s continual Presence; ii) the Offering was bonded to the free Gift of Salvation; iii) Salvation was  at the initiative of God the 	Lord; iv) it 	became obvious that Frankincense was now available in the gift from the three Wise men; v) Lord Jesus, upon whom the Holy Spirit rested and in whom He dwelt, grounded on His Father’s approval 	at His baptism and with confirmation by the author/s to Hebrews, at the prescribed time proffered the Memorial Offeringvia the Priesthood in enactment of His and the Father in heaven’s eternal New 	Covenant – of which believers are participative; vi) sins repented would always be forgiven due to the name under which we repent, Jesus Christ, where God’s Presence solely rested and illustrated 	countless times in the Old Testament, Isaiah’s repentance being noteworthy; vii) since He was obedient to every Law, Christ attained for the Church a unique a symbol of validity and everlasting 	endurance, articulated in the vision shown to the senescent John that the Churches were “[s]tars in the right hand of the One called “the Beginning and the End”; viii) the author/s to the book of 	Hebrews included in their doxology as a consolation to the Lord Jesus’ saints’ who in obedience and acknowledgment of Christ’s divinity, read the blessed words “[M]ay the God of Peace who 	brought Jesus Christ up from the dead equip you through the blood of the Everlasting Covenant * to do His will and make you complete that in every good work you would do that which is well 	pleasing in His sight”; and your rewards will last forever, see [Ge 9:1ff; 12:1-3; Lev 6:13-26; Jdg 6:21; Isa 6:6-7; Mtt 2:11; Acts 2:3; Heb 1:1-4; Heb 13:20-21;Rev 4:6; 22:12],  *our emphasis.	 


4	Bear in mind the facts - the name of “Jesus” stressed the total reality of the divine nature and with it the totality of divine purpose as expressed through the Trinity. The modern believer should be 	answerable to the Hand of Eternal Life, hear the Voice of God in His Word and don’t put your trust in the world’s two-way system of wealth and controlled monetary values. The young man, our 	Saviour, the Lord Jesus at around AD 26 stated “[M]y sheep listen to My voice” and He spoke of One flock, One Shepherd. Abba Father’s “right hand” became the most important and glorious part. 	Christ is over all the eternally blessed by promise, so that the purpose of God according to election might stand, not of works, but of Him who Calls. Our testimony - Graeme and Vel’s testimony is 	grounded upon the works of Christ, that when we pray to our Abba Father God and bring our requests before Him, He works on our behalf with influence and honour, because it is written the deeds 	of the Saviour will never be forgotten. Graeme and Vel together are Christ’s “gifts” to His Father in heaven and the habitation of Christ is in their thanksgiving, praises to God and sharing together 	that God might be pleased, see [Ps 112:9; 118:15,22: Matt 28:19-20; Lk 1:53-55; Jn 1:32-34; 10:16; Eph 1:10-11; Ro 9:6-8; Gal 3:7-9,14-29; 2 Cor 9:9; Heb 11:17-18; 1 Pe 2:6; Rev 2].	


 





I Call Him Lord  -  The Collinsworth Family  © 2022   


Silent Night  -  Freedom Church Worship © 2022 


O Holy Night  -  Jennifer and Matthew Mazzoni, Flute and Piano, [Cantique de Noël], Central Presbyterian Church  © 2020
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Graeme and his wife Vel, with gratitude humbly give thanks to the Lord God in Part II of the Incarnation of the pre-existent Christ Jesus. Salvation was personified in the little Babe born in Nazareth, Galilee to parents Joseph1 and Mary, over two thousand years ago. We read from John 1:1-14; Romans 1:2-5; 2 Corinthians 8:9; Col 1:22; 2:9. The word “Incarnation”, its origin founded in the Trinity, meant the coming of God’s Son into the world as a human being, the conception of which was effected by the overshadowing Holy Spirit, further borne and delivered by Mary at around 4 B.C. We bless and honour Mary today, for as under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit Mary remarked “[H]enceforth all generations shall call me blessed”. As primary member of the human race to accept Christ, Mary stood as “first redeemed” and as “flagship of humanity” and as Christ’s Mother, remains our enduring example for faithful service, unquenching faith in God the Lord and a life lived in His righteousness. Our comprehension of the two components of soul and Spirit was articulated by Mary in her inspired response to the Word from Lord God, as in “[M]y soul magnifies God and my Spirit rejoices”2.  In the Incarnation, Christ began to began to live a human life, confirmed by Scripture as the fullness of the Godhead3 dwelt in the Lord Jesus who fully understood the human experience and day-to-day struggles relevant to the transference away from worldly compulsions.  Lord Jesus did not give up His power or divinity, however as per New Covenant terms He came under limitation of time, place, prosperity, all other human attributes and the setting aside of His glory and rights4, although He retained heavenly power and authority to deliver mankind from sin. Facts that pinpointed the uniqueness of Christ’s humanity was His freedom from sin, causa causans to His conveyance of God’s character in human terms. Looming large and to the detriment of mankind was the Herod family, whose names were synonymous for “plotting treachery”, circumstances designed to obscure heavenly Salvation from mankind, however nothing can and has ever successfully stopped Christ’s Salvation and the Herod era fell foul5 of God.  On a conclusive note - the New Testament writers no-where noticed, much less handled the metaphysical and psychological questions around the Incarnate state since Christological discussion ex post the 4th Century was devoid of philosophical and speculative interest - preferring to hold to evangelical Scriptural facts that glorified and exhibited the Lord God’s mighty works in the deity of the Son of Man, who due to the fact He was divine, was able to defeat and dispossess the devil. ANY PERSON who wishes to know the Saviour - Person Incarnate, who by His divine Sonship came to save mankind, may ask Jesus to save them by His Grace.





Footnotes


1	All we know of Joseph is actually quite a bit. He was a businessman of sharp judgment who conducted business in and around a tiny obscure little hilly town surrounded by the forest district of 	Galilee, one uppermost portion of three Palestinian districts so divided by the Romans. Galilee was +- 60 miles long, thirty miles wide with over 250 towns concentrated in the small area. Galilee was 	a place of mixed race however Scripture permitted classification of both Joseph and Mary as descendants of Abraham and the royal line of David. When Joseph realized Mary bore the One 	prophesied as The Messiah, he set out to do what was right, obey God and see to hers and the Child’s affairs and security, both financial and physical in utero and ex post  delivery, see in seriatim , 	see [Lk 1:26-55; Mtt 26:64; Jer 23:5; 33:15; Zech 3:8].  


2	Doctor Luke technically defined the distinguishing features of soul and Spirit as separate. Mary’s wording allows New Testament readers to view the soul as capable of conditioning itself to think like 	Christ through the Word in music, songs, poems and faith; in addition, the service of other faithful believers has assisted. The soul gave thanks, praise and worship however it was the indwelling 	Spirit of Adoption by the Father and the Son, who spontaneously rejoiced, see [Ps 2:11; 149:2; Zec 9:9; Lk 1:28,46-47,68; 2 Cor 6:10; Phil 2:13; Rev 19:6-7].   


3	The conception and birth of Jesus were events beyond human logic or reason.The capacity of Lord Jesus to fully reveal God’s Salvation was dependant upon He Himself being fully God and 	fully man. The prophets and angels brought a certain amount of understanding however Christ was a Supreme human success story – He was a pioneer, He demonstrated full meaning to a full 	human life lived in canvassed loyalty to God the Father and empowered believers to halt the course of circuitous sin. Isaiah’s prophetic “Immanuel” had a much more far-reaching influence than he 	could have thought since today God the Holy Spirit dwells in the believer’s heart, see [Isa 7:14; Mtt 1:18; Jn 1:14,18, 20-21;1 Tim 3:16; Heb 2:14; 1 Jn 1:1-3].  


4	“[A]nd then at last, the signal of my coming will appear in the heavens and there will be deep mourning all around the earth. And the nations of the world will see me arrive in the clouds of heaven, 	with power and great glory. And I shall send forth my angels with the sound of a mighty trumpet blast and they shall gather my chosen ones from the fartherest ends of the earth and heaven.”  This 	meant that the demons are going to make the same mistake they made before and that is to underestimate Lord God’s Christ. Lord Jesus was abundantly clear on the facts of His 2nd Appearance, 	that He comes in His Father’s glory, see [Mtt 24:30-31; Rev 5:11; 12:10-11]. 


5	The root of descendency of the plotting Edomite Herod family who harshly ruled over Palestine, during and ex post the Lord Jesus’ earthly ministry, had its source in Esau. Esau made final 	“settlement” amid the Nabateans. At around 4 B.C. the seemingly innocuous Herod, consciously considered the national view, he received endless awards both in literature and humanitarian efforts 	and even “prevented a raid on the Temple”, however his suspicious rule and military attachment of foreign soldiers evidenced viz á viz the slaughter of potential innocent national legal heirs under 	the age of two - from whence Joseph and Mary escaped – and that meant he came face to face with the Lord God and was destroyed [Mtt 2:1,5-7,13,16,19,21-23]. 


   


Prince of Peace  -  Celtic Worship © 2022   


Born to Save  -  Century Worship © 2021   


Never Lose the Wonder  -  Middlebrook Music [feat., Emily McCoy] © 2022


We pray, “Let everything that is of the Kingdom of the Pre-existent Christ, remain”- Ro 6:12a; 2 Pe 3:11-12; Rev 1:6; 11:15; 19:16.
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Graeme and his wife Vel, celebrate the Lord God’s Goodwill, Peace and Hope. We read from Micah 4:1ff;5:2-4 read with Isaiah 8:7-8; 37:31-35; Jeremiah 33:15f. Micah presented a true picture of the Lord God - the Lord Almighty hated sin but loved the sinner and he pointed out the Lord was not a “pushover” by any means. In the midst of Micah’s stern prophecies he issued hope and consolation in his definition of the wonderful Love of Jehovah God in order to come back to true worship and obedience, Micah prophesied the leaders would need to be fair and just and merciful “[a]nd walk humbly1 with your God”. Jehovah would deliver those who continued to follow Him through the birth2 of His Messiah at His prescribed time and within an obscure Judean village, who would be their King, “[a] Ruler who will be greatly honoured, will come from Bethlehem and be our Peace” who would go before them offering eternal Life to all who turned their backs on sin and lived according to the will of the Lord God. King Hezekiah was a salient example where he heeded Micah’s advice in his refusal to favour dishonesty and with proper engagement in purified worship, that found the “All Sufficient One”, the Lord God’s approval. Micah saw far ahead to the last days3 where inscribed within his prophecies was Mount Zion as the most renowned of all the mountains of the world, praised by all nations and that the One of the Lord who was alive from everlasting ages, would be sought by many and would be honoured. There will be no more fear of judgment4, no more talk of of conflict and guilt, only assurance and peace5 that would rule their hearts and a sure strong faith in the Lord, that would settle them.  ANY PERSON who wishes to respond to the Invitation of the Mighty God of all Mercy to save you, must ask in Jesus’ name for Salvation and thank the Lord God that Christ gives you His Grace by which you can love one another.   


 


Footnotes





1	In the midst of civil war, idolatrous shrines and oppression that centred in the capital cities of Judah and its N territories at around 742 B.C. – 687 B.C., Micah, whose contemporary was Isaiah, 	emerged as a servant of Jehovah God, sent to set right that which was not right and the list of sins at around 742 B.C. that had earned the displeasure of Jehovah, was lengthy. All was over-	archingly covered as - perverting faith, false prophets; rulers demanded gifts, oppressive rule; and on the positive side - God the Lord’s Messiah King of Peace and how one might continually please 	God. The wonderful news was that things could change, where Jehovah would once again deliver in the midst of judgment, however it was up to the leaders - if they wanted to see His Mercy and 	be at peace, then they simply had to be fair, just, merciful, humble and demonstrate a changed heart. Micah wrote the Lord wanted a living sacrifice not a shallow ritual. Jehovah God wanted “self” 	put aside and confidence placed in Him alone, which is precisely what a handful of Jews did, wait upon the Lord for over four generations, through whose descendancy came Christ of the royal line 	of David that brought mankind the closest to God the Lord than ever seen in the cumulative history of man, see [Job 38:4-7; Mic 2:1-2; 6:6-8; Ac 2:1-4, 33; Rev 7:7].      


2	The principle of distinct persons who are seen as One was a theme elevated repeatedly in Scripture within both Testaments – i) it is written, in the beginning before the world, the Trinity existed; 


	ii) the Lord God’s plan was made up of two parts for mankind - “[L]et us make man in our image”; iii) Adam and Eve “[L]et the two become one flesh”; iv) Noah’s household of eight; v) all persons 	pertaining to Abraham’s faith were categorized under one monotheistic faith; vi) the Children of Israel at around 1445 B.C. of little more than two million distinct personalities, Yahweh referenced as 	One Nation; vii) the Saviour’s request for He and the disciples to be One; viii) the Church categorized as One Body of whom Christ is the Head; ix) the two prophets yet to appear as one preaching 	and prophesying; x) in the Lord’s Prayer, His closing declaration speaks of the “Kingdom, the Power and the Glory’ – of the Trinity of God; xi) Christ at His 2nd Appearance will come [in Might] in His 	Father’s glory – theTrinity operating as One; xii) the Church, the Spirit and Christ will be One in the Father at the last days, see [Gen 1:26; 2:24; 12:1-3; Jn 1:32-34; 17:11; Rev 1:7].    	 


3	In Scriptural phraseology, “the last days” were defined as days where Lord God will reign over His perfect kingdom. This will be an era of peace and blessing, when war will be forever ended. We 	cannot pinpoint the date but God has promised - and it will arrive through the prophecies of many of His honourable prophets. Just as the Lord promised a time of peace and prosperity, He 	simultaneously spoke of captivity from Babylonia long before it became a powerful nation, and then further promised its judgment long before it was destroyed, see [Isa 2:2; Jer 16:14-15; Dan 8:19; 	Joel 3:1; Zech 14:9-11; Mal 3:17; Rev ch 19-22].  


4	Who was this Micah who seemed to have such detailed insights into the Lord God Almighty’s heart? Did he have unique and special talents? Micah showed a faith in God that was prepared to wait 	upon the Lord through difficult circumstances, until He answered.  He knew the Lord saves because the Lord listened to the needs of people. He knew, when times were narrowly challenging the 	Lord had power to bring His people through. Micah knew the Lord God to be a Merciful God who had plans that were far ahead of mankind’s timetable. Micah knew to be patient when the Lord 	punished because Jehovah God was a Forgiver who showed goodness to countless who loved Him and moreover, great tenderness and peace to many who expressed sorrow for sins [Mic 7:7-9].


5	When God reveals the future, His purpose goes well beyond satisfying mere curiosity. He wants a change in our present behaviour simply because of what we know about the future and He is 	aware of how ‘magnetic’ sin is [for want of a better word] and how difficult it is to get rid of it – barring of course through the power of the Holy Spirit – the Might of God. “Forever”, according to the 	understanding Scripture has tendered, begins now; and a glimpse of God’s plan for His followers, [since the birth of Christ] Christ’s followers, should motivate mankind to serve Him now [Mic 4:12]. 	 	 	


King of all Glory  -  New Life Worship (Official HD with Lyrics) © 2011	


A New Commandment I Give unto You  -  St. Laurence’s Church, Chorley © 2011





		


May the Lord God help us to “Love One Another” - just as the Lord  Jesus Christ set the example in loving mankind. . John 13:34
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